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Services we Offer
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View
From Ireland
By Maurice Fitzpatrick

Shared Island Films

On December 10th, 2022, the On-
line Safety and Media Regulation Act
(2022) was signed into law. The law is
an essential step towards enabling the
government to levy streamers such as
Netflix, which could provide a new fund
for Irish film production of a projected
30 million euro (32.2 million dollars).
The financial stimulus for the Irish film
industry prompts questions about how
the new fund will be used and what
frameworks the new Media Commission,
Screen Ireland and television channels
will adopt to administer it largely for
the independent sector — 80% of the
fund would be allocated to independent
producers.

The Media Commission and the Depart-
ment of Culture have already determined
that 25% of the funding will be for Irish
language films and programming. This
will consolidate the hugely successful
Cine4 feature drama strand, currently
co-financed by the Irish language channel
TG4, Screen Ireland and the Broadcasting
Authority of Ireland. That programme
has seen lIrish language films such as An
Cailin Citin / The Quiet Girl and Arracht /
Monster gain global distribution and rec-
ognition for the first time — the former
has just become the first Irish language
film to be shortlisted for best interna-
tional film at this year’s Academy Awards.

In addition to Irish language film pro-
duction, there is an opportunity to create
films that can address an urgent need our
island now has. A film fund ring-fenced
for film projects on the theme of our
shared island could help to contribute
to a national debate that will only grow
in importance in the coming years. Such
films would challenge the imaginations
of filmmakers and, in turn, audiences’
perception of themselves and their
national identity. Our publicly funded
television channels could in turn provide
both additional funding and a platform
for the films and television programmes,
fulfilling part of their public service me-
dia remit. Funding bodies such as Screen
Ireland and BAI’s mandate is to commis-
sion films and television programmes
that relate to Irish culture, heritage and
experience. That chimes well with films
that seek to imagine and depict our is-
land’s shared culture and shared future.

It would be hard to argue against
the proposition that there will be a
form of deeper unity in Ireland in the
coming decade(s). That will entail huge
psychological and cultural challenges,
in addition to the many economic, po-
litical and social issues that arise from
a fundamental constitutional change.
Filmmakers can play a role in exploring
complex feelings about cultural identity
and in shaping the perceptions of the

Aer Lingus Sale

Chicago to Dublin
From $459 r/t including taxes

Travel Jan 13, 2023 - March 31, 2023
From $589 r/t including taxes

Travel April 15- May 31, 2023

Book by January 25th at aerlingus.com
Restrictions apply.

country in their films.
This constitutes a dis-
tinctive challenge for
Irish filmmakers today.
iy It also presents the
‘ prospect of innova-

tive artistic works that
explore seemingly intractable political
themes and express the dilemmas faced
by people through their films.

At several junctures in the 20th cen-
tury, from the Irish Literary Revival to
Field Day, Irish artists attempted to en-
visage new forms of nationhood through
their writings and theatre productions in
advance of difficult political births. Play-
wright Brian Friel once said in interview
with Fintan O’Toole that the writing and
theatre in which he and his collaborators
were engaged in the 1980s ‘should lead
to a cultural state, not a political state.
And | think out of that cultural state, a
possibility of a political state follows.
That is always the sequence...| think they
are serious issues and big issues’.

We are now at a similar juncture in the
21st century. The disruptions of Brexit,
the orientation of the North towards
Europe despite its exit from the EU and
the ongoing uncertainty that surrounds
its economic status all deepen the doubt
about its long-term political viability.
Filmmakers can play a role in envisaging
a cultural state through the creation of
films and discussion fora to debate them.
Such films and debates could have a
pedagogical significance, creating space
for an open exploration of our culture
that political logjams and standoffs have
hindered.

Clare Dwyer Hogg’s short film, Brexit:
A Cry from the Irish Border, starring Ste-
phen Rea, is an example of an engaged
film art that has entered contentious
political space and given voice to people
most affected by the recent political
upheavals in Ireland. That film was
commissioned by the Financial Times
newspaper. It is now the turn of film
funding bodies to explicitly welcome and
support such films.

A Shared Island film initiative would
naturally align with several of the objec-
tives of the Shared Island Unit, a unit in
the Department of the Taoiseach, which
has succeeded in engaging a diverse body
of people in its project. Cross-border
infrastructural projects and research
projects between universities on both
sides of the border are of clear benefit
to people across the island.

In the past decade, the Irish film
industry has sponsored initiatives such
as Enhanced Production Funding for
female-led films as well as filmmaking
in ‘the regions’, among others. These
initiatives helped us re-think the way
we approach films and production. Film-
making is collaborative by nature and
cross-border film production provisions
would form a practical dimension to
complement the artistic objectives of
the commissioned films.

Many political difficulties attend the
Irish unity debate. Unionist politicians
can be punished by their base for speak-
ing about Irish unity from the presump-
tion that it could come into being. Some
funders may recoil from the prospect of
establishing a funding strand that may
appear overtly political. Undoubtedly,
some degree of controversy will arise
from films that probe the cultural iden-
tity of a people whose political aspira-
tions have traditionally been mutually
exclusive. However, Irish film has grown
robust in the past decade, and now has
the confidence and resources required to
illuminate a complex but vital national
debate.
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Growing up in Ireland some
readers may recall it was con-
sidered a mortal sin for young
boys and girls to sulk. Sulking was
prohibited and many’s the time
| pulled up my knee socks and
mustered the courage to reveal
the sin in confession. For a long
time | never knew whether it was
a mortal or venial sin but just to
be sure and unwilling to take my
chances in eternity | included it
in my list of mortal sins. Actually,
thinking about it now, when our
Dominican school choir master
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Father Collins absorbed my long
list of sulks in the confessional
and dished out a dastardly pen-
ance reciting two decades of the
sorrowful mysteries, | knew sulk-
ing was a grievous sin. Meanwhile,
| consider it a personal sign of
advancement to no longer en-
gage in the traditional confession
mainly because there’s a shortage
of priests and why tie them up?
Actually, | devised a method of
sitting in my favorite recliner
in a meditative state confessing
my sins directly to God. It works,
plus a great sense of relief flows
forth being back in the state of
grace. However, that’s all well
and good but since Christmas I’ve
had my frilly knickers in a knot
sulking my way through midnight
mass. At this point you may have
already guessed | am in a big
sulk writing this column! There
exist many illinformed Americans
who used to think Ireland was a
backward country. The British still

OAK INSURANCE SERVICES
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harbor that outdated notion, but
we give them no heed. When |
learned the Christmas season in
Ireland typically draws to a close
on the Twelfth Night, otherwise
known as the Epiphany, the day
three wise man arrive at the crib
of Jesus with their gifts, it was
then | became aware there was
still one more celebration. It was
a slammer for me and created
a big bang crescendo that Irish
Women celebrated their very own
Christmas on January 6th. Imag-
ine, a day of rest and relaxation
for the woman of the house, plus
a fitting testimony to her hard
work delivering Christmas and
the associated feasts and fancies.
Listen up all you Irish feminists!!
We missed that ritual. It gets bet-
ter. Back then, after Christmas,
the men took on the household
duties, freeing women to make
social calls to catch up with tea
and gossip, or to visit their child-
hood homes. What a deal!! Yes,
| sulked this year as | labored
taking down the Christmas tree,
writing holiday greeting cards
from friends and relatives, stash-
ing away ornaments in an orderly
fashion, cleaning the house, and
supervising children writing thank
you notes for the gifts Granny
sent! | sulked because the idea
of a Women’s Christmas has died
out although for some years it
remained strong in Cork and Kerry
and some of the western islands.
All of this only exaggerated sulk-
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ing because if you can believe it’s
been noted that women no longer
need a designated Christmas rest
since now they can have a ladies
lunch or other group activities
reserved for women only. There
are other issues that support
sulking as the New Year dawned.
On January 11th the Irish Film The
Banshees of Inisherin received a
Golden Globe Award. It was de-
scribed in the New York Times as a
“windswept tragicomedy” about
a moldered friendship. Screen-
writer Martin McDonagh’s and
Actor Colin Farrell also received
Golden Globes. I’'m not sulking
because these Irishmen won at-
tention, and | make no apology
for flittering the film asunder in
the pages of the January 2023
Irish American News. In fact, Mary
Pat Flanagan, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of North American Sales for
JEM Tours in Ireland, and Britain
recommended the film to friends
then went to see it and launched
a huge apology to the friends for
suggesting they see the film. |
am also sulking because Irish Ac-
tor,Colin Farrell, now a big wig,
in addition to receiving a Golden
Globe for best acting, also walked
off with an Achievement Award
from the PalmSprings Internation-
al Film Festival. As a seasoned
journalist living a stones throw
from Palm Springs | did hand
stands attempting to interview
Farrell for an article to run in this
edition of Irish American News.
| could have met him anywhere
anytime. No dice, a big shot now,
his public relations gurus kept
him under wraps although as one
old sage, a reader of this paper
drawled, “he probably read the
disastrous review you penned for
IAN  last month.” Could be. I still
claim the film was ugly, cruel, and
utterly tasteless. Nonetheless it
garnered the most nominations at
the Golden Globe and bestowed
the big prize for “Farrell’s most
baffled Banshees.” At least Colin
took time to thank studio exec-
utives, his co-stars, his family
and his bloody pet donkey who
appeared in the film as Farrell
took him his barren house to keep
warm in a god forsaken remote
island off the coast of Galway. So
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he won the prizes but many’s the
Irishman would refer to him as an
ejit.” There’s a lot to sulk about.
Happy New Year!
Estelle Shanley
760-899-3937

Gaelic Park’s New GM Michael Bennett
Brings Enthusiasm and Experience to Job

A native of Yonkers NY,
Gaelic Park’s new General
Manager is Michael Bennett.

Michael spent time
at the Bronx Gaelic
Park as a young man
with his father, Bob
Bennett, who was
part of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians,
and a Marshal in the
Yonkers St. Patrick
Day Parade.

Bennett is a vet-
eran of the United
States Army with a
long hospitality ca-
reer in restaurants
and higher education.

One highlight in his
career is successfully open-
ing and running the dining
operations at Northwestern
University.

“I’m super excited and
know | have some big shoes

to fill. I’m looking forward to
bringing years of experience
and deep connections in the

Chicago hospitality world
to bear in helping Chicago
Gaelic Park grow its reach in
the community while staying
true to its core values, he
said.
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Like most Irish people, their
parents and grandparents,
who travelled to the great
city of Chicago to find new
opportunities for their fam-
ilies and establish a new life
here, I can still recall the
emotions I felt in leaving
my small village in northern
Mexico and the new bike I
had gotten for Christmas to
join my father in Chicago in
February of 1965.

Boarding the train with my
mother and siblings, embark-
ing on a journey to a new
land I felt scared yet hopeful
and I had no way of knowing
the future ahead of me.

When [ first arrived in the
Pilsen neighborhood, I was
struck by the freezing wind
and the feeling of isolation
that came with not being
able to communicate with
the people I would come to
know as my neighbors. But
as time went on, I became
thankful for growing up in
such an incredible commu-
nity.

It was on those blocks on the
lower west side of Chicago
that I not only learned to
speak English but also about
community organizing, the
Civil Rights Movement, and
the farm workers’ movement.
It was where I had my
political awakening.

What struck me the most
was the opportunity to cele-
brate and bring to bear our
unique cultural identity to
our public duties. I found in
Chicago, a city that celebrates
diversity and that held out a
welcome to all nationalities.

Like the many great Irish
public representatives that
have proudly served our
city, I recognise our simi-
larities and I am proud that
that I can call on our shared
experiences to best represent
the people of Chicago. I will
always be grateful to the peo-
ple of Chicago and the great
nation of the US to make

my home and afford me the
privilege of representing
them as US Congressman. I
am proud of the great Irish
team that have come together
to support my campaign for
Mayor of Chicago.

I am also proud of my

work in supporting all
communities and funding

for community projects.
Recognizing the challenges of

building a new life for your family
in this great country has given me
particular insight into the plight of
the undocumented in Chicago and

the hurdles they face. As a strong
advocate for Comprehensive Immi-
gration Reform, with direction from
myself as Mayor and the many other
Democratic Mayors of our major
cities, I believe that under President
Biden we have the opportunity to
provide greater rights for the un-

documented.

With the inclusive input of the

Irish members of my team, I am

proud to have supported
Welcoming State, Welcoming

County, and Welcoming City and

the Driving License Bill for
the undocumented.

I am running to be the next
Mayor of the City of Chicago
because I believe in a Chicago

for everyone. The same Chicago
that welcomed me as a 9-year-old

immigrant boy from a small
village in Mexico and gave me a
chance to dream big. Throughout
my career, I've been lucky to

give back to the community that
raised me as a community

organizer, County Commissioner,
Alderman, State Senator, and now
Congressman. Now, as our city
faces one of the most challenging
moments in its history, I'm ready
to serve the people of Chicago in a
new way. I'm eager to get to work
for all the people who welcomed
immigrant families like mine with
open arms.

The last time I felt this

hopeful was during my years

as a student at St. Rita High
School and later as an organizer
with the late Rudy Lozano and
Mayor Harold Washington. Our
city then, like now, was exhausted
with the division and hostility in
our politics. So, we organized and
brought together people of all
colors and creeds to elect Chicago’s

first Black Mayor and chart a
new course for our city.

When my friend and
mentor, Rudy Lozano, was
assassinated and my
community once again felt
robbed of its hope, we came
together. My neighbors
drafted and elected me to
the Chicago City Council,
where we ended a period of
division we call the “Council
Wars.” We replaced division
and hostility with unity and
collaboration. We ushered in
a new era of a City
Government that worked
for all Chicagoans.

Then I took the fight to
Springfield, where I served
as State Senator and worked
to advance the rights of the
immigrants across our state.
With the advice and guid-
ance of my advisors on my
team,

After serving in the Illinois
Senate, I returned to commu-
nity organizing and founded
the Little Village Community
Development Corporation.

As Executive Director, I
worked to establish com-
munity school and violence
prevention programs, pro
bono legal representation for
immigrants, and more local
public schools for communi-
ties on the Southwest side of
Chicago.

In 2019, Chicagoans sent
me to Washington, where
I continued to deliver for
Chicago's working families
as one of the first Mexican
immigrants sworn into
the US Congress.

In Congress, I supported the
Irish E3 Bill and helped
author the President’s
Bipartisan Infrastructure
Plan to upgrade our
crumbling infrastructure
and create good-paying
jobs in our communities.

I fought to pass the Inflation
Reduction Act, emphasize
energy savings for families
and fight climate change
while reducing the

budget deficit.

As your candidate for Mayor,
I recognise the shared expe-
rience of our communities.
Now, I'm ready to come
home and build a brighter
future for our city - together.
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y for the Buffalo Bills collapsed on the field and
went into cardiac arrest it was a harsh reminder
that sports like anything else imitate life as we
know it.
Jt ™ @ I’m sure we have all experienced tragedies in
our life but something that happens so suddenly
“ \._., V is really eye opening. It was just last summer
at our own Hurling Tournament that we shared
port for most of us is generally something we in- a moment of silence for Dillon Quirke, a 24 year
dulge in to get away from the daily grind and stress old lad from County Tipperary who collapsed at a
of jobs, personal problems, health and family issues hurling match and passed. In 2021, Michael Murphy,
and “life” in general. Let’s face it, the majority of 19, passed during a club match in County Clare after
sports participants and fans recognize that a sporting being accidentally struck in the head with a hurley.
event is “just a game”, provided for the rest of our Sadly there are so many more reports of incidents
enjoyment. That mentality is what made the events like those and it certainly gives me pause. Thankful-
that happened in an NFL game a few weeks ago so ly, Hamlin has had a miraculous recovery and as of
troubling. When Damar Hamlin, a 24 year old player last report is rehabilitating back at his home. | have
read that the physical trainers on the team’s staff
are heroes for their fast reaction to his situation and
starting CPR in a timely fashion. The luxury of having
an NFL staff is not a luxury that a small county club
enjoys.

To make matters worse | recently learned that a
great friend of mine, a fine gentleman from County
Limerick suffered a heart attack. Luckily he survived
but it was a shock to both him and others that know
him. He credited playing hurling and engaging in a
strict weight lifting regimen for saving his life. He is

‘-

Game Onl

.—J By Chris Wheaton
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a lucky man and trust me when | say that the earth
is a much better place with him on it.

Too often our worlds are filled with tragedy; some
isn’t avoidable but much of it is. The moral of my
story here today is to not take anything for granted.
| know we have all heard it before but we are not
promised another breath in this life. Start living -
get off the couch and walk around the block, skip
the bag of crisps and have an apple, grab a gallon
of milk and lift it over your head 10 times. We all
know that we have an “expiration date” but try
and do things to keep it as far in the future as you
can. Will healthy eating and physical fitness keep
you alive longer? Maybe yes and maybe no but why
tempt fate? Make a goal to better yourself! Maybe
you have always been fascinated with the GAA
sports but were afraid to give them a go, now is your
chance. Find your local club and go to a training
session. | guarantee you will meet some fantastic
people and might even improve your health. You
can always join a health club too, most of them
offer some kind of deal at this time of year to get
you hooked.

Even if you choose to maintain the status quo, do
me one favor; live today like it is going to be your
last. Get out of bed, take a deep breath and thank
the lord for another 24 hours of opportunity. You
never know when it’s going to end!

)ai
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St. Patrick’s Celebration With Steam Irlsh Quartet & Gleeson TI'IO

leading exponents of traditional Irish music from
the international acoustic scene. Chicago artists
John Williams (founding Solas member), Katie
Grennan (former Gaelic Storm fiddler), Steve
Morrow and Jeff Lindblade have thrilled audi-
ences from Shanghai to Chicago and from Paris to
Pittsburgh. Concertina, fiddle, bodhran and guitar
ignite to raise the rafters and warm the heart. Ap-
pearances on BBC, PBS, Dreamworks, Riverdance
and with the Chieftains round out their various
backgrounds and their versatility embraces dance,
wit, and road-tested musical integrity.

Gleeson Trio serves up traditional beer-drinking
and rebel sing-alongs. Together the 6-piece "trio"
of Tim Gleason, Rachel Irene, Phil Roach, Andy
Maciaone, Spencer Zick, and Frank Loria have
played throughout the Midwest and call Chicago
home. Playing Irish favorites like “Whiskey in
the Jar” and “Wild Rover” along with original
tunes and instrumentals, the high-energy band
will have you ready to celebrate Spring and the
St Patrick’s season. citywinery.com

Lizzie, .
mcneill's
JeIrish Pub
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400 H. MeClurg Court, Chicago IL
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PRIVATE EVENTS -.-‘g RIVERWALK PATIO SEATING

Sunday: John Wllllams, Kahe Grennan & frlends
Tuesday: Pat Quinn & friends
Wednesday: Katie Grennan & friends
Thursday: Tim Fleming & friends

Upstairs Wedding and Wedding Rehearsal Dinners
SOUIIOFHIRELANDEIHEARIZOLICHICAGO,

M Sa

The Galway Arms
2442 N. Clark Street, Chicago 60614 (773) 472-5555

8pm
Start Time
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Proud to be the
ONLY
Family-Owned
Irish waste hauler
in Chicago

Floodg
Brothers

630-251-0400 / TT3-526-5600

“WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”

Jim Coyne, Business Manager for Plumbers Local 130, the title
sponsor of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Queen Casey Doherty and Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas.
The Queen and her court visited the Office of the Cook County
Treasurer on Friday, January 27, 2023. The were accompanied by
the Shannon Rovers. Ald. Samantha Nugent (39th Ward) and Illinois
State Rep. Mike Kelly (15th District) were also at the event.

Mary Pat Flanagan
Sr. VP North American Sales

JEM Tours
Ireland, Britain and Beyond

is dedicated to customized group travel,
offering a very comprehensive and highly
collaborative touring experience for all needs.

JEM Tours caters to everything from
private car tours to exclusive large groups.

The JEM Tours team has over 80 years
combined touring experience and have
worked closely together for 25+ years!

Through the extensive contacts and
travel partners built up over the years

JEM Tours
CAN TAKE YOU THERE!

pr—

Mobile 312-914-0982
Landline 608-862-3453

marypat@jemtours.net

Offices in Wisconsin, Dublin, Ireland

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Retail Irish/ Celtic Shop for Sale - owners retiring
* Located in very heart of Historic District

W B
o
’

* Long Established since 1986
* Half a $Million annual gross sales
* All Stock, fixtures and equipment - TURN KEY
Call 540 538 6873
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Yvonne Murphy’s American Internship [

On a quiet Summer night in
Clonmel, Ireland Yvonne Murphy
works with clients late into the
evening. It’s part of her virtual
internship with St. Louis-based
World Wide Technology, one of
the world’s leading IT firms.

Lydia Moss Bradley

Born in Indiana, Lydia Moss
Bradley grew up on the frontier.
She was educated in a log home
before becoming a wealthy busi-
nesswoman, an entrepreneur,
and the founder of what even-
tually would become Bradley
University.

As a pioneer in so many fields,
Bradley experienced both suc-
cess and tragedy. She and her
husband, Tobias Bradley, had six
children, but all succumbed to
various frontier diseases.

In 1896, after becoming a mil-
lionaire through her various busi-
ness activities, Bradley founded
Bradley Polytechnic Institute in
memory of her children. Orig-
inally organized as a four-year
academy, Bradley University
became a four-year college in
1920 and has continued to grow
and distinguish itself ever since.
Bradley University is today a
fully accredited institution that
supports undergraduate and
graduate education in engineer-
ing, business, teacher education,
nursing, physical therapy, and
the liberal arts.

Inspired by this goal of cre-
ating an institute that taught
boys and girls together and that
combined practical and classical
education, Bradley became a
leader in land development and
agriculture. She was the first
female member of an American
national bank board in the Unit-
ed States, when she joined the
Board of Directors of Peoria’s
First National Bank. She gave
the Society of St. Francis the
use of a large estate for a hos-
pital, now known as the OSF St.
Francis Medical Center, one of

the largest medical facilities in

downstate Illinois.

In 1884, she built the Bradley
Home for Aged Women to care
for widowed and childless wom-
en. She donated the land and

pushed the city fathers of Peoria |

to establish a park system, the
first in Illinois.

The self-described night
owl enjoys working under
Midwest time-zone office
hours while home in Coun-
ty Tipperary six time zones
away! It allows her to spend
time with family and friends
while working in her chosen
field.

Murphy is a double major
in Cybersecurity and Man-
agement Information Sys-
tems with a concentration in
Business Analytics. She noted
how the fields complemented
each other.

“Business analytics is more
about building up the data
and learning how to prep
it, whereas cybersecurity is
protecting it. So they work
hand in hand, which is what
| like about it. A lot of my
classes are connected and
things | learn from my cyber-
security classes | can apply to
my business analytics one as
well, she said.

For her internship at WWT,
Murphy works on the busi-
ness and analytics consulting
services team, comprised of
analysts, cloud architects,
and data scientists. Their
current focus is on MLOps,
an automated approach to
developing and maintaining
machine learning models,
an area in which she had no
previous experience.

After significant back-
ground research, Murphy
managed to become an ef-
fective member of the team
in providing client solutions.
She also carries a solo project
focused on how to design
MLOps to use for forecasting
models.

Having access to a global
firm like WWT has exposed
Murphy to other areas in the
IT sector, like being involved
with cybersecurity for one of
their clients.

“I worked on updating fire-
wall rules and got to learn
various threat and vulnera-
bility scanning techniques.”

She also had the opportu-
nity to shadow one of the
company’s cybersecurity spe-
cialists. “There’s always new
things and new threats and
the specialist is always work-
ing on something different.”

Additionally, Murphy has
worked on ethical hacking
and penetration testing. Both
will come in handy next se-

GERRY HAUGHEY MUSIC

¥ e

mester when she takes Brad-
ley’s popular course on the
subject.

“I love how the company lets
you dip your toe into every-
thing. I’m looking more now
towards the security consult-
ing side of things and that’s
something | wouldn’t have even
thought of before,” she said.

Although she had been to
Peoria twice before becoming
a student, Murphy said she fell
in love with Bradley’s campus
after her first visit. Some of
the key individuals who helped
Murphy over the years are with
Peoria Sister City Commission
such as Rex and Laurie Linder,
and especially West Peoria

Mayor Jim Dillon and his wife

Laurie who have served as her
host family while Murphy is at
Bradley. The family dog, Bella,
has become her study buddy.

“I think it’s just a great ex-
perience to be in college some-
where abroad. Especially being
an international student it’s a
great way to meet new people
and make new friends.”

Now back from Ireland, Mur-
phy looks forward to seeing her
friends and finishing her Bradley
education. Yet, she treasures
her Summer internship oppor-
tunity for giving her new paths
to explore in the IT industry.

“This internship opened my
eyes and | think that’s what
World Wide does well in their
internship program, to give us
the chance to meet so many
different people from so many

Vocalist / Guitar
Mandoline / Banjo

Happy to Play
at Private Parties
of All Kinds!

Celtic Rock
Rock & Roll
Country
Irish

Facebook Gerry Haughey
cell 630-364-8613

GERRYHAUGHEYMUSIC@QGMAIL.COM
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different departments and fig-
ure out what we want to do and
where we want to go when we
graduate, Murphy said.

We at IAN talked to the May-
or of the city of West Peoria,
James Dillon about Yvonne,
and here is what he had to say.
“We didn’t know how good a
student she was. She is a great
student. She gets involved.
When we put her on the spot
to sing a song at one of our
sing songs, the first song she
sang was “Danny Boy,” and
you could have heard a pin
drop.

Her goal was to sing the
American National Anthem
at Bradley games. They asked
her to try out for choir. In
Ireland she had never been
asked to tryout. So she sang
the Irish National Anthem and
she was in!

Peoria is in a ‘Twinning
Group’ with the Town of Clon-
mel in Ireland. Yvonne and

Yvonne with a statue of the schools founder, Lydia Moss Bradley.

her sister would travel with
twinning groups all over Europe.
I’m the President of “Friends
of Clonmel, and so we brought
her to Bradley on a partial
scholarship. Private donations
covered the rest, so she is on a
full scholarship.

This is the 25th Anniversary of
that twinning, and it all began
when some people from Peoria
visited Clonmel and thought
twinning would be a good idea.

The relationship with West
Peoria began when Vice Mayor
Phil Pendergrast from Clonmel
visited Jimmy’s Bar, owned by
Jimmy Spears, and West Peoria
Mayor, James Dillon, promised
to visit Clonmel.

When Mayor Dillon took his
family to visit Clonmel, it start-
ed a long-lasting relationship
with Jimmy’s Bar from West
Peoria and Carey’s Bar in Clon-
mel. People from Ireland often
visit Peoria, and all of us make
lifelong friends.
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Paul Vallas for Mayor

Dear Irish American News,

I was born and raised in Chicago and am
raising my family here, just as my parents
did. Decades ago, my father, David Cabhill,
and my mother, aunts, and uncles all emi-
grated from Ireland to Chicago. They came
here to find work and make a better life for
their families and realized their greatest
dreams in this City of Big Shoulders.

Today’s Chicago is a drastically different
place from when my parents arrived in the
late 1950s. Under the current leadership of
Lori Lightfoot, our city has devolved into
an unsafe and unstable place.

Public safety should be a basic right for all
Chicagoans, but crime is out of control and

no one feels safe. Citizens must be vigilant to
avoid carjackings and every day brings another
story of senseless murders and shootings. The
Chicago transit system is plagued with filth,
crime and violence and people do not feel safe
taking public transportation.

I strongly believe that we have an opportunity
to restore our city by electing Paul Vallas as the
next Mayor of Chicago. Paul has a proven re-
cord of management and public service that will
guide his administration as mayor. He served
as Budget Director for the City of Chicago and
CEO of the Chicago Public Schools.

At CPS, he transformed a failing system into
a shining example for school districts across
the nation. He then took that knowledge and

David Cabhill, Paul Vallas, and George P. Cahill

experience to transform school districts in
Philadelphia, Louisiana, and Bridgeport, CT.

Paul is an internationally renowned leader
and expert administrator who has a plan
to get crime under control, improve our
schools and empower parents, and put our
city back on solid financial footing. I en-
courage you to check out his detailed plans
at www.paulvallas2023.com.

Paul Vallas will be a mayor for all of Chica-
go. He believes that this is the greatest city
in the world and a place where we can all
achieve our dreams. On February 28, elect
Paul Vallas for Mayor of Chicago.
Sincerely,

George P. Cahill

-9
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Admission buttons $10 in advance $15 at the gate

Friday 3/3/23 beginning at 5:00 PM

Providence Catholic High School Celtic Pipe Corps
Hughes-Farrelly School of Irish Dance

Crooked Tails
Reilly

Saturday 3/4 beginning at Noon

Emerald Society * Coyote Riot *Race Results
Whisky Mick * Sullivan School of Irish Dance

King & Queen scholarship announcements
Finbar MacCarthy * Larkin& Moran Brothers

www.manhattanirishfest.com

We Get Letters

Britain’s U.S./NI Gambit:Deny Justice & Truth

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak’s twin-track foreign pol-
icy gambit has Conservatives
stalling EU negotiations over
trade issues while pushing a
controversial amnesty bill to
bury the legacy of murder by
British security services in

Northern Ireland. A vote in
Parliament has been scheduled
later this month to adopt the
so-called amnesty bill which
no one in Ireland or Northern
Ireland wants. The timing is no
surprise to observers. Appear-
ing to negotiate on EU trade

Being recognized among some of the areas most
influential real estate professionals is an honor,

and thanks to your continued support I've been
highlighted in this prestigious list of
Chica oland s top brokers!

issues makes sense and pleases
President Biden. But it is being
used to distract Americans and
U. S. probing media while Con-
servatives push to clear their
core constituency: the British
Army and MI-5. The record of
more than 1000 unsolved killings
in NI has drawn wide criticism
from Members of Congress. The
end game of the UK strategy is
to have ‘clean hands’ when at-
tempting to secure U. S. bail out
of Britain from their disastrous
exit from the EU.

In the 1960’s, the same British
security services turned the NI
civil rights protests into Commu-
nist and terrorist conspiracies
to unleash a harvest of hate
and smear that was used to
discriminate, criminalize and
assassinate Catholics. The reign
of terror resulted in killing over
1000 innocent Irish citizens,

nearly one third of all the 3400
deaths in the entire conflict.
Parliament is poised to act
soon to make sure the truth will
never be known.

What makes these killings
unique? All involve one or more
of these factors: Army and
police collusion with loyalist
terror gangs in assassinations
and bombings; no police inves-
tigations or Coroner Inquests
into the Killings; and official
records have been denied and
sealed for decades. Murders
by British secret double agents
make up more than 200 of the
deaths. If the bill is adopted,
it will be the greatest victory
for the British Army and colonial
rule since Waterloo! It will, at
the same time, be an act of
unspeakable cowardice by a U.
S. ‘ally’ claiming to uphold the
rule of law!

And what does the U. S. have
to say about this? Nothing. U.
S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken remains silent perhaps
afraid of offending his football
“chums” in the British Consul-
ate or Whitehall. But Bullying
the Irish and bluffing the United
States is like child’s play to the
British government, buta U. S.
diplomatic response of silence
and looking away should never
justify a US-UK trade deal.

John M. Corcoran, Esq.
Chairman

1919 Chestnut St., Ste 1724
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-280-3711
corcoranesq@aol.com
Michael J. Cummings

201 W Evergreen Ave, Apt. 715
Chestnut Hill, PA 19118
castlecomer@gmail.com
267-766-5028
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Who Was John o — Scythian Here March 5th
O’Donoghue? at the Authenaeum Center

h 1O KNOW

| have been writing for this newspaper for .
almost ten years and please God many more e >f
to come. It brings me great joy to be a part
of the Irish Community, it’s a privilege to add
to this magnificent emerald tapestry.

All of us are fortunate that Cliff & Cathy produce this
Hibernian paper that connects us and enlightens us on
all things Irish.

The author John O’Donoghue has been on my mind for
a noteworthy individual since | started writing years ago.
| was waiting for a “right time” to showcase a man so
many admire. Afew startling events happened in my life,
and it severely made me think and (maybe how others)
shouldn’t always be waiting for the “right time”. Mainly
because what we call the ‘right time’ may never come
or even exist.

O’Donoghue was a priest, poet, author and Hegelian
philosopher. (from Georg Hegel, Germany) The philosophy
of Hegel places ultimate reality in ideas rather than in
things and uses analysis to comprehend an absolute idea.

He grew up in the Burren, what is a world heritage site
in Co. Clare. He was born into in an Irish speaking family.

He lectured throughout Europe and America. He is best
known for his book, “Anam Cara” and popularizing, Celtic
spirituality. He said, “You are on a real safari when you
study God”. Anam Cara is about the secret universe we
carry inside us and the connections we forge with our
friends and loved ones. A quote | enjoy from the book,
““The way you look at things is the most powerful force
in shaping your life.” “Real friendship or love is not
manufactured or achieved by an act of will or intention.
Friendship is always an act of recognition.” “A friend is
a loved one who awakens your life in order to free the
wild possibilities within you.”

0’Donoghue was kind, intelligent, a gentle spirit, and
very humble. And in his lectures & public appearances he
helped people discover the beauty in each human heart.

After he was ordained a priest, he moved to Germany
to pursue his graduate studies. O’Donoghue left the
priesthood after twenty years. After his time in ministry,
he dedicated his life and work to environmental activism.

THE IRIsH!

By Tina BurLer
If you had the opportunity to talk with him. He would
probably ask you, ‘who are you reading’? He wanted
people to have food and drink for the soul & mind. He
said, “Always keep something beautiful in your mind”.
The world was cheated an enormity when we lost
O’Donoghue in 2008. He passed away in his sleep in France
when he was on Holiday. Volumes have been written and
no doubt much more is yet to come as more people discov-
er the depth of this Irish poet, & philosophers richness. |
would like to share with you a beautiful quote from John’s
brother, Pat. “John’s life can’t be encompassed within
the acts of birth, life and death. He was not a finite act

that existed and is now lost forever more. His themes == oty
on echoes is the response to continuity, imagination as . B

the ability to still see the mountain behind the mist and

absence as the transformed presence of the vanished !

awaken our thinking and provide food for our spiritual
journey in an increasingly hungry world.”

His last book was titled, To Bless the Space Between us.

An excerpt | liked from the book-"There is a quiet light
that shines in every heart. It draws no attention to itself,
though it is always secretly there. It is what illuminates
our minds to see beauty, our desire to seek possibility,
and our hearts to love life.”

Smidin Gaeilge

Priest-sagart

Author-udar

Philosophy-fealsamh

“You are as young as you feel.

If you begin to feel the warmth of your soul,
there will be a youthfulness in you that no one
will be able to take away from you.”

John O’Donoghue

If you have any questions, please email:
Molanive@yahoo.com

Scythian is a headliner on the US Irish Festival Cir-
cuit. They’ve played for president Bush on St Patrick’s
day in the US Capitol, they’ve closed out the main
stage at World Youth day Sydney for 300,000+ pilgrims
and they’re coming to Chicago’s Athenaeum Center - a
beautifully restored historic theater with a Catholic
soul on Sunday, March 5th at 6pm. Chicago’s own, The
Great Whiskey Project will open. Tickets at https://
athenaeumcenter.org/events/2023/scythian

The band picked a Sunday in Lent (March 5) to help
get you ready for Saint Patrick’s Day, and though
they’re experts at making you love all things green,
the band was founded by two sons of Ukrainian Immi-
grants. Scythian will be featuring some Ukrainian songs
at their show and have partnered with The Knights of
Columbus to help bring aid to the Ukrainian People.

JAMES SHEEHAN
MANAGING BROKER

773.368.1977

New Construction Residential Commercial Multifamily

Sheehan-RealEstate.com (© @
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Sabina Clarke

The Brilliant Boisterous
Irreverent Brendan Behan

By Sabina Clarke

When his jailhouse memoir
Borstal Boy was first published
in 1959 Brendan Behan was 26.
The book which was banned in
Ireland until 1970 is crude and
funny and witty and percep-
tive and filled with memorable
characters reflecting Behan’s
humanity and generosity of
spirit-- while at times tedious
reading for its rather mundane
details of prison life. However,
Behan’s ear for dialogue is
dazzling.

Having had a dim aware-
ness of Behan’s colorful life
and outrageous stunts when
he was alive is what finally
sparked my interest in finding
out more. He was born into a
very republican working class
family and became a member
of the IRA as a teenager.

He quit school at 13 but
showed some literary talent
when he wrote the poem
‘Laughing Boy’ as a lament

BRENDAN
BEHAN

S e 1L s
HETILE

for Michael Collins who had
given Behan’s mother Kathleen
money when her IRA husband
was imprisoned. Kathleen Be-
han always called Collins her

‘laughing boy.’

At 16 the young Brendan Be-
han was sent on a solo mission
to bomb the Liverpool Docks
during the IRA bombing cam-

Voice Mail:

Mary Ellen Considine

Office 312.266.7000

773.687.5181
Cell: 773.704.4250
Efax:781.609.9527

| maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com

1910 N Clybourn Ave
Chicago IL 60614

XD |
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paign in England. After his
capture, he spent his next
three years in an English
Borstal, a reform school for
juvenile delinquents, and
upon his return to Ireland
was jailed for the attempted
murder of two Gardai in 1942.

His story opens with his
capture in a London rooming
house: “Friday in the eve-
ning, the landlady shouted up
the stairs: ‘Oh God, oh Jesus,
oh Sacred Heart. Boy, there’s
two gentlemen to see you.’ |
knew by the screeches of her
that these gentlemen were
not calling to enquire about
my health, or to know if I’d
had a good trip.”

On finding out he was just
sixteen, the sergeant said, “I
wish to Christ | was your age,

BOOKS by Irish Authors or About Irish Subjects!

Books
Under
Review

exploits all over the U.S. and
Canada and across the conti-
nent. He loved New York and
called it “my Lourdes, where
| go for spiritual refresh-
ment.” The young Bob Dylan
saw Behan pass out drunk
on the floor of a Greenwich
Village bar. There were oth-
er numerous incidents when
Behan totally inebriated was
pulled off the air at half-
time during his interview on
the Edward R. Murrow show
‘Small World’. And in Ire-
land and England he would
go onstage drunk during the
performance of one of his
plays. He attracted attention
wherever he went and often
made outrageous statements
to the Press. In Spain, he was
asked what he would most

The Laughing Boy

“Twas on an August morning, all in the dawning hours

| went to take the warming air,
all in the Mouth of Flowers

And there | saw a maiden and mournful was her cry

“Ah what will mend my broken heart;
I’ve lost my Laughing Boy”

A lament for Michael Collins
written by Brendan Behan at age 13

Paddy, I’d have something
better to do than throwing
bombs around.”

When he was brought
to the police station he re-
fused to answer questions
but made the following state-
ment: “My name is Brendan
Behan. | came over here to
fight for the Irish Workers’
and Small Farmers’ Republic,
for a full and free life for my
countrymen, North and South
and for the removal of the
baneful influence of British
imperialism from Irish affairs.
God save Ireland.”

After two months in Wal-
ton Prison, the teenage IRA
recruit confesses he was
“hoping for a truce with the
British”—conditions were
that brutal. Then because of
his age he was transferred to
the Borstal reform school for
delinquent youth where his
writing career began. Later
he wrote poems, short sto-
ries and plays and he wrote
both in Irish and English. The
Hostage was his most popular
play but his play The Quare
Fellow assured him a per-
manent place in the English
speaking theater.

There are tales of Behan’s

like to see and he answered
“Franco’s funeral.”

His antics could also be hi-
larious. In the Royal Embassy
Hotel in Montreal he wreaked
havoc when he marched
through the lobby with a
bottle in his hand roaring
“I’'m king of the castle. Get
down you dirty rascal.”

Finally his demons caught
up with him-- his addiction to
alcohol, his inability to cope
with his sudden celebrity and
his bisexuality. His life was
cut tragically short at the age
of 41. His genius dissipated.
With all of his frailties he was
a very human man. Thousands
of mourners attended his
funeral escorted by an IRA
guard of honor. He was buried
in Glasnevin cemetery and
his funeral was compared to
those of Michael Collins and
Charles Stewart Parnell.

Brendan Behan’s last words
to the nun who attended him
were “Bless you sister, may
all your sons be Bishops.”

Reporter’s Note: Papers of
an Irish Rebel: Brendan Behan
(1923-64) has been acquired
by The Manuscripts Division in
Princeton University’s Special
Collections.
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Murder at

an Irish Castle

By Ellie Brannigan

Crooked Lane Books

ISBN13 9781639102587

Available February 7, 2023

Kindle store and Amazon

Fans of Hannah Dennison and
Carlene O’Connor’s mysteries
are in for a treat with Ellie
Brannigan’s captivating debut
cozy mystery, complete with
a sharp and endearing protag-
onist.

ELEESE RAIN ISR

Rodeo Drive bridalwear de-
signer Rayne McGrath expected
her thirtieth birthday to start
with a power lunch and end
with champagne, lobster, and a
diamond engagement ring from
her fiancé. Instead, flat-broke
and busted, she’s on a plane
to Ireland where she discovers
that she’s inherited a run-down
family castle. Uncle Nevin’s
will contains a few caveats—for
example, if Rayne doesn’t turn
McGrath Castle around within a
year, the entire village will be
financially destroyed.

With the fate of the town
in her hands, and rumors that
Rayne’s uncle’s death wasn’t
actually an accident, she can’t
possibly go back to her old
life in L.A. As the devastating
truth about her uncle dawns
on Rayne, it’s not just her
reputation that’s on the line,
it’s her life.

Featuring a sharp and en-
dearing protagonist, a colorful
and quirky locale, and replete
with twists and turns befitting
an old Irish village, the first
in Brannigan’s mystery series
transports us to a milieu as
romantic as it is deadly.

Gaelic Park

Book Club Times

Library, 2nd Floor 1-3pm

First Sunday of the month (or
*) we gather to discuss great
Irish writers. Please join us!
There is no fee.

Even if you haven’t read

the book, all are welcome.
Contact me with questions.
Tina Butler-Leonard, email:
Molanive@yahoo.com

Jan 8 The Last September,

by Elizabeth Bowen

2-5 Famine, Liam O’Flaherty

3-5 Irish-Amer Autobiographies,
James Rogers

4-2 Boy in the Striped Pajamas,
John Boyne

May 7 The Titanic Sisters,

Patricia Falvey
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Arthur Cola, the author of
this trilogy has attended al-
most every iBAM! program held
yearly at the Irish American
Heritage Center which features

Irish books. If you like books and |

would like to attend, this years

program is November 18, 19,

and will be posted on site later

in the year at ibamchicago.com
Book 1

Escaping the Famine in Ireland

‘Bro-Mance’ and ‘Romance’ in
Victorian Ireland and America
Journey of Three Pure Hearts

The Maid of
Ballymacool

By Jennifer Deibel
pprback ISBN:978-0-8007-417-7
Ebook ISBN: 978-1-4934-3976-8
$16.99 352 pages

"With a dash of danger and a
soul-satisfying romance, Jennifer
Deibel shines." -Laura Frantz,
Christy Award-winning author of
A Heart Adrift

In 2021, Jennifer Deibel
warmed her way into the hearts
of romance readers with her
debut novel, A Dance in Done-
gal. Now Deibel invites readers

BOOKS by Irish Authors or About Irish Subjects!
Journey of 3 Pure Hearts (A Trilogy)

to return to the Emerald Isle in
her newest novel, The Maid of
Ballymacool. Offering a fresh
take on the Cinderella story, this
tantalizing novel is brimming
with a riveting mystery, a bud-
ding romance, and a chance at
redemption.

Brianna Kelly was abandoned

as an infant. Now, as a young

woman, she works at Ballyma-
cool House and Boarding School
to earn her keep. The school
has been her only home and will
likely remain that way. Although
she longs for more, she feels
powerless to change her situa-
tion. To keep herself occupied,
she explores the grounds for
treasures and hides them away
in the floorboards of her room.

When Michael Wray, the son
of local gentry, comes to Bally-
macool to deal with his unruly
cousin, he finds himself drawn to
Brianna. She is so familiar to him,
but he can't figure out why.

On one of her treasure hunts,
Brianna finds a piece of silver.
With Michael's help, she learns
its origin. But what she discovers
may change her life in more ways
than she could ever imagine.

www. jenniferdeibel.com

Pen Women Press presents

Dark Queen of Donegal

is Book One of “The Doonagore
Theft Trilogy.” It is a tale of
three teens in famine devas-
tated Ireland whose families
seek to send them to the land
of golden opportunity. The read-
er will journey with James
Shields, Aengus O’Flaherty, and
Meaghan O’Grady as their lives
become entangled in a triangle
of friendship which turns into
something more as a vocation to
the priesthood is tested, preju-
dice is experienced in a violent
manner, and love binds them as
friend to friend, man to woman
and “brother” to “brother.”
Pure and Tarnished Hearts
Book 2The Call of the Bell &
the Song of the Celtic Warriors
Enter a world of a very dif-
ferent America and yet similar
in many ways to the present
Fa

ther Thomas O’Malley leads his
flock of immigrants to a new
life in a new land. Join James
Shields, the Hero of Inishbofin,
Aengus O’Flaherty, the fisher-
man from Inishmor and Meghan
0’Grady, of Doonagore Castle,
as they become part of a new
singing sensation proclaimed
as the Bards of New York City.
Despite secret societies, a po-

litical movement called the
“Know-Nothings,” arson, riots
and murder, The “Celtic War-
riors” respond to the call of the
bell. Their journey will touch
your heart and thrill your very
soul as they use pen and song to
bring down the walls of hatred
and intolerance while bringing
to life the spirit of the Founding
Fathers words of “Life, Liberty
and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
Torn and United Hearts
Book 3 A Tale of Love and
The Underground Rail Road
Is a breathtaking adventure
which takes the “Celtic Warriors”
from their teen years to young
adults. Journey with them as they
struggle to overcome anti-immi-
grant, anti-Catholic political sen-
timent, come face to face with
the horror of slavery in Pre-Civil
War America, deal with their own
developing sexuality, come to un-
derstand the meaning of “love.,”
and present to a young nation a
vision of what America could be.

Torn ang
g .-_|-1 AL Tofc
J-'f.--[.-i'f'_; A HeArTs

L

The tale unfolds through the
eyes of two lads, James Shields
and Aengus O’Flaherty and a lass
named Meghan O’Grady. Experi-
ence it in the streets of 19 centu-
ry New York City, Philadelphia and
Washington D.C. Let its humor,
drama, frustration, sexual aware-
ness, and faith dimension inspire
your heart and soul. https://
www.arthurcolatales.com

Irish-Founded, Award Winning
U.S. Immigration Attorneys

e 2
MCENTEE LAW GREII.IP
. S .

~. PRACTICE_~

Services Include. . .

» Family-Based Green Cards
o Fiancé(e) Visas

« U.S. & Irish Citizenship b e
» Deportation Defense

e Business Visas

e Artist & Musician Visas

www.mcenteelaw.com

(773) 828-9544

Mary Pat Ferron Canes With JR Foley

Riveting, action-packed, historically authentic, Dark Queen of
Donegal tells the story of Ineen Dubh, a Scotswoman who
became a Queen in Ireland and pitted herself against Elizabeth |
to rescue her son, Red Hugh O’Donnell, from prison in Dublin to
make him king in Ulster.

“...brings Ineen Dubh to thrilling life...”
—Mary Pat Kelly, bestseller Galway Bay

“..will draw you into Ineen’s perilous life as queen, warrior,
politician, wife, and mother of seven children...”
—Maureen Stack Sappéy, Letters from Vinnie

“...portrays Ineen Dubh as a strong and at times ruthless leader driven by the solid belief
that hers is the son of an ancient prophecy to liberate Ireland from growing foreign rule...”
—Amb. Francis O’Donnell, The O’Donnells of Tyrconnell—A Hidden Legacy

Available on Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, Pen Women Press |

darkqueenofdonegal.com



http://darkqueenofdonegal.com
http://www.mcenteelaw.com
http://ibamchicago.com
https://www.arthurcolatales.com
https://www.arthurcolatales.com
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751 N Clark St Chicago
(312) 479-2392

4pm - 12am Mon - Tues - Weds
3pm - 2am Thurs - Fri
12pm - 2am Sat & 1gpm -12am Sun 4

DUBLIN

A Celtic Dance Celebration

DIRECT FROM IRELAND

FEATURING IRELAND'S TOP MUSICIANS,
VOCALISTS AND CHAMPION IRISH DANCERS

SUNDAY, FEB. 26 | 3p

» ¥ McAninch Arts Center
the ¥ AtTheMAC.org | 630.942.4000
425 Fawell Blvd, Glen Ellyn

On the Law

Martin Healy Jr. John P. Scanlon

8 HeALYy SCANLON

|
'i?‘ b Law FirM

This is the next of a series of columns on how the
law can impact your life. The articles will focus
on various aspects of the law relating to personal
injuries, those that happen both on-the-job and
otherwise, including mishaps which occur in driving
vehicles, using products, and receiving medical care.
The column will also respond to legal questions re-
lating to personal injury that are sent to us.

Healy Scanlon Law Firm is comprised of eight trial
attorneys and four “Of Counsel” attorneys, one of
whom is a solicitor from Ireland. We are located
downtown at 111 W. Washington Street, Suite 1425,
Chicago, Illinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100)
(overlooking Daley Center Courthouse). www.Healy-
Scanlon.com. The firm concentrates in the represen-
tation of injured victims of all types of accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with ques-
tions concerning personal injury law.

Workers’ Rights Amendment Passed

Illinois has further enhanced its reputation as a pro
worker environment. On November 8, 2022, the people
of Illinois approved the Workers’ Rights Amendment
(WRA) to the Illinois Constitution by a majority of
54.5% which guaranteed all workers organizing and
collective bargaining rights. The approval of this
amendment is a tremendous win for the workers of
Illinois. The amendment creates a legal backstop
against threats to Illinois workers’ rights to unionize.
The Amendment states:

“No law shall be passed that interferes with, ne-
gates, or diminishes the rights of employees to orga-
nize and bargain collectively over their wages, hours,
and other terms and conditions of employment and
workplace safety.”

The Amendment uses broad and expansive language,
which applies to both the public and private sector.
The Amendment allows employees to collectively
bargain through “representatives of their own choos-
ing”, regardless of whether they are part of a union.
This means that employees will have the ability to
collectively bargain the terms and conditions of an
agreement, without needing a formal union. This could
signal a new phase for workers’ rights as representa-
tion has expanded to include everyone from barista
workers to laborers who wish to organize.

A Ban on Right to Work Legislation?

The WRA prohibits any right-to-work laws from
being enacted in Illinois. Many workplaces in Illinois
are “union shops” where an employee belongs to the
union as a condition of their employment. A right-
to-work law gives employees the option of whether

A C elflc;a
I 'Cs oy

1040 Uﬁfmfmse Ave Chicago 60615

773-784-7719°

“www.facebook.com/CelticaGifts
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Crystal - Belleek
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to pay the membership fees which
are needed in order to receive union
representation. This may appear to
give workers more freedom, but more
often than not it weakens the power
of unions and gives corporations even
more power. Workers in states with
a higher union density and with favorable collective
bargaining rights tend to have better wages than states
who have embraced right-to-work legislation. In truth,
“right-to-work” should be known as the right to work
without bargaining power or protection from wealthy,
powerful corporate employers. Currently, there are
28 states in the US who have embraced right-to-work
law. This includes nearby states Michigan, Indiana and
Wisconsin. After the introduction of the WRA, other
states could follow the example set by Illinois to em-
brace the advancement of workers’ rights.

The WRA acts as a “blocking regulation” which
shields workers from laws that might hurt them. In
addition to blocking any right-to-work regime, the
WRA rejects the home rule exception. The home rule
exception would allow local municipalities or counties
to “unblock” the legislation. This happened in 2017
when several municipalities in Cook County dismantled
a county paid sick leave ordinance. This is yet another
layer of protection that is built into the WRA as a Con-
stitutional Amendment to protect Workers in Illinois.

Will the WRA Face Opposition?

The broad and expansive nature of the WRA goes
above and beyond the remit of the National Labor
Relations Act (NLRA). The WRA includes a right for
workers to bargain “to protect their economic welfare
and safety at work” but the act does not provide a
definition of “economic welfare”. This term goes be-
yond the scope of the NLRA. In the past, courts have
held the NLRA to preempt the efforts of a state to
regulate collective bargaining in the private sector.
This would mean that it is likely that employers in
the private sector would be likely to challenge this
attempt by the State to expand workers’ rights under
this provision in federal court.

The NLRA does not apply to domestic workers,
workers in the public sector and agriculture, as well as
supervisors and independent contractors. This means
that it is likely that they will see their collective
bargaining rights expanded under this Amendment
without a major legal challenge.

Conclusion:

Even though the WRA might face some legal chal-
lenges from private sector employers, it represents
a massive win for workers in both the private and
public sector. It ensures that workers will always be
able to use their collective power to secure better
pay, hours and working conditions. Illinois has led the
front by enshrining collective bargaining rights in its
Constitution, perhaps paving the way for other states
to follow suit.

By: Martin J. Healy, Jr.

Caoimhin P. Drummond

Law Clerk
Healy Scanlon Law Firm

Caoimhin Drummond, a law
clerk at Healy Scanlon Law
Firm, is from County Donegal,
Ireland. He is a law graduate
from Maynooth University, Ire-
land with a Master’s Degree in
International Business Law (LLM).
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South Side Irish St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Festivities with

Pre-Parade Fundraiser 2-15

One of Chicago’s most well-known traditions, the
South Side Irish St. Patrick’s Day Parade, will kick off
the festivities with a pre-parade party to inspire the
Spirit of Saint Patrick on Saturday, February 25, 2023.
The event will feature the selection of the South Side

Irish Parade Queen, live Irish music, buffet food, bev- | r

erages and much more. The party will be held from
3:00 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 115 Bourbon Street located at
3359 West 115th Street, Merrionette Park, IL, 60803.
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Admission includes a dinner buffet, draft beer
and wine. Live music of Liam Durkin and 4Cast will
be featured inside the Performance Hall. The fun
evening celebrating Irish heritage will also offer a
quieter approach with Irish traditional music sessions
featuring Pat Finnegan and Friends. Proceeds from the
fundraising event help offset operating expenses to
produce the annual parade set for Sunday, March 12.

Tickets are $40 at the door or available for purchase
in advance on the Parade website store,

https://southsideirishparade.org/product/kick-
off-to-parade-season-party/

“We are delighted to bring back the South Side Irish
Kick-Off Party for the first time since 2020, a festive
event that helps raise funds to keep our tradition alive
of marching down Western Avenue,” said Marianne
Rowan Leslie, this year’s co-chair of the South Side
Irish Parade Committee. “We also encourage families
and businesses to consider purchasing a street pole
banner as a great way to both honor your name and
show your support for the Parade,” adds Leslie.

To purchase a customized street pole banner, visit
the store at southsideirishparade.org

The South Side Irish Parade Queen will be announced at
the Pre-Parade Party. The South Side Irish Parade Queen
will be prominently featured in the South Side Irish St.
Patrick’s Day Parade and also ride in the downtown Chi-
cago St. Patrick’s Day Parade and have an entry in the
Chicago Rose of Tralee Selection.

About The South Side Irish Parade:

The parade is operated by the South Side Irish St.
Patrick’s Day Parade and Heritage Foundation, a 501(c)3
non-profit organization, where more than 100 volunteers
work year-round to ensure this family-friendly celebra-
tion continues for future generations.

The parade is generously supported by major sponsors
including Tullamore D.E.W.the official Irish Whiskey of
the Parade, Lakeshore Beverage, Dunkin’ the Official
Parade Coffee,Ozinga, Chicago City Soccer Club, The
Beverly Review, IUOE Local 399, Chicago White Sox, Me-
diSpa, Local 150, Ullico Inc., Flood Brothers, Home Run
Inn Beverly, ComEd, County Fair Foods, Hilton Chicago/
Oak Lawn, OSF Little Company of Mary Medical Center,
Mercedes-Benz of Orland Park, Marquette Bank, Megent
Financial, Nascar Chicago Street Race, Guinness, Bud-
Light, Green River, Roofers and Waterproofers Local 11,
and South Side Irish Imports and more.

Visit southsideirishparade.org and the parade’s
Facebook page for more information on the kickoff
party and the South Side Irish Parade.

Wearing of the Green Dinner Dance March 5th
The Irish American Heritage Center is hosting the 16th  Gather all your family and friends for a great beginning
annual anniversary of the WEARING OF THE GREEN dinner  to the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. The Irish American
dance Sunday, 3-5 in the beautiful Erin Room, 5-9pm . Heritage Center continues to be a true champion of social
Catering provided by Harrington’s Catering, famous for and cultural events and at the forefront of keeping our
their amazing corned beef dinners. Music by Gerry Haugh- community together. So please support and join us for a
ey, To reserve tickets or a table, call 773-282-7035, Ext great evening of fun, dancing, food, and most of all to
10, or go to www.irish-american.org. catch up with old friends, and get to meet new friends.
"\ . r - - £ ™ p

INTRODUCING
COOGAN GALLAGER

Formerly Dwyer & Coogan, P.C.

CHICAGO & PARK RIDGE
Trial & Injury Lawyers

NEW FIRM IDENTITY

SAME LEGAL
EXPERIENCE
AND TENACITY

Contact us TODAY
about injury questions
by phone, email or texth

Originally founded in 1980,

COOGAN GALLAGHER
444 N Northwest Hwy
Suite 153
Park Ridge IL 60068

the law firm of Coogan Gallagher
provides civil litigation services,
focusing on injuries at work or
resulting from negligence
and malpractice.

(312) 782-7482

Operating as Dwyer & Coogan
since 2015, we will continue to
represent our clients zealously
as
“Coogan Gallagher.”

G

T 439 COOGAN GALLAGHER
\T PERSOMAL JUSTICE | SINCE 1980

www.cgtrial.com

Legal Business Hours
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Kyf Brewer and Barleyjuice - ‘The Old Speakeasy’

Barleyjuice is a nationally
known Celtic Rock band from
the Philadelphia area. Founder
Kyf Brewer has been on the
rock scene for over four de-
cades, fronting the bands The
Ravyns (MCA) and Company of
Wolves (Polygram/Mercury),
as well as recording four solo
albums. His original Barley-

juice songs such as ‘Weekend
Irish’, ‘What’s Up Yours?’, ‘Get
Your Irish On’, ‘Celtic Girl’,
and others have been featured
in movies, TV shows & radio
programs. His latest release,
‘The Old Speakeasy’, features
several former band mem-
bers as special guests and was
scheduled for release in 2020
before Covid held them back

from touring with it. ‘The Old
Speakeasy’ marks Barleyjuice’s
8th studio album produced and
recorded by Kyf Brewer, mixed
& mastered by Cliff Hillis.
Long-awaited by fans, it was
Kyf’s intention to recruit as
many former members of Bar-
leyjuice as possible for guest
appearances. As fate would

| -
have it, current members ac-
tually changed as the tracks
were being recorded. Former
featured band members in-
clude violinists Shelley Weiss &
Billy Dominick, bassist Dennis
Schocket, mandolinist Gra-
ham Ford, and guitarist Dave
Woodworth, along with friends
and family who had contrib-
uted over the years. Brewer’s

Irishman,
Mossie Forde
invites you to

enjoy a stay at
his Villas in

» =" J 1,
FLORIDA VACATION RENTALS

lavidadelrayvacationrentals.com

LaVidaDelrayVacationRentals
more info text or call Patty 708-590-9785

mail.com

daughter, Scotlyn and wife
Beth provided backing vocals
on ‘Rose of Garden City’ and
‘High on Highland Life’, and
daughter Remi plays the trum-
pet you hear on ‘Merry Queen
of Scotch’.

“Barleyjuice brings a unique
style of Celtic rock that has the
audience on their feet. Their
style and rhythm is al-
ways a crowd pleaser.
Fast paced and ener-
getic, they never dis-
appoint.”~ Jayne Ann
M. Recker, Executive
Director Celtic Classic
Festival Bethlehem PA

Barleyjuice pres-
ently consists of Kyf
(vocals/guitar/ac-
cordion/harmonica/
bagpipes), Eric Worth-
ington (bass/
vocals), Chris
Shepherd (gui-
tar/mandolin/
vocals), Billy Dominick
(fiddle/vocals), and
daughter Remi Brewer
(drums/vocals).

“This newest incarna-
tion of Barleyjuice is even
better - if that’s possible
- than any formation I’ve
seen from this act. They
grab you by the eyes and
ears and don’t let go.
Clearly, this group has |
their art down to an exact
science, and we’re all the ben-
eficiaries. Beyond that, they’re
all just damned fine people.
No ego, no muss, no fuss. As a
listener and a promoter, you
simply won’t find better.”~
Michael Coakley, Owner &
Music Promoter, Weston Irish
Festival, MO

More info at:

http://www.barleyjuice.com

Kyf’s Recommended tracks:
6. AFine Lass 8. State of Desireé
10. Merry Queen of Scotch.

Song Times
1. The Old Speakeasy - 4:22
2. Join the British Army - 3:48
3. High on Highland Life - 4:29
4. Don’t Call Me a Pirate - 3:24
5. Rose of Garden City - 2:42
6. AFine Lass - 4:08
7. Maggie May - 4:34
8. State of Desiree - 3:48
9. A Winter Toast - 2:50

10. Merry Queen of Scotch- 3:26
11.1t Takes a Village

(To Raise a Drunk) - 5:18
12. Crackin’ Jenny’s Teacup -
2:13
13.0ld Speakeasy (Return)- 4:02
14.Hail Ye Merry Maids -  0:47

Song Descriptions:

The Old Speakeasy - Angry
song about the evolving world
losing its soul. The Old Speak-
easy is this writer’s forgotten

sanctuary.

Join the British Army - Bar-
leyjuice rocked up traditional
mash-up with Some Say the
Devil is Dead. Explicit lyric.

High on Highland Life - A
song of moving back to Scot-
land. We joked of titling it The
MacArena!

Don’t Call Me a Pirate -
Tongue-in-cheek dedication

to the many “Captain Jack
Sparrows” one encounters at
Renaissance Festivals.

Rose of Garden City - Based
on a true story of an American
suitor asking an lIrish girl’s fa-
ther for his daughter’s hand in
marriage. Immigrants settled
in Garden City NY circa 1950.

AFine Lass - Love song, guitar
driven country crossover with a
strong sing-along chorus.

Maggie May - Liverpool folk
traditional, Barleyjuice skiffle
style, Kyf & Graham Ford share
vocals

State of Desiree - Guitar driv-
en rocker about an emigrant
Irish lad whose love mysterious-
ly disappears passing through
US security.

A Winter Toast - Likened to
The Parting Glass, a final toast
to good friends before leaving
and facing the road ahead.

Merry Queen of Scotch
- A raucous Irish-punker
about the local lush who
rules the bar and drinks
all the young men under
the table.

It Takes a Village (To
Raise a Drunk) - A tribute
to the great drunken po-
ets, many of them Irish,
and a musical lesson plan
on how to achieve that
revered status.

Crackin’ Jenny’s Teacup
- Instrumental rocker in
the style of Dropkick Mur-
phys. The title dates back
to a pirate term for spending
the night in a brothel.

The Old Speakeasy (Return) -
Reflective piece celebrating a
return to lost old times. Dirge-
like with mass harmonies and a
bagpipe exodus.

Hail Ye Merry Maids - A wee
single-verse ode to the lovely
acquaintances across the globe
who keep minstrels inspired.

3.3 Forever Green

3.4 Manhattan (IL) Irish Fest
3.5 Firewater Edison Park

3.11 Old St. Pat's

3.11 Theater on the Lake

3.12 Zia's Social

3.17 Ballydoyle - Aurora
3.17 Ballydoyle - Downers Grove
3.26 Shamrock Shuffle

whiskeymick.com
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The Chancey Brothers 20th Anniversary Party February 11th
Celebrating 20 Years of Music, Laughter, Storytelling, and Friendships

Like a lot of great success stories, it all started with
a throw away idea late at night.

After a sing song session among friends. Mike Chanc-
ey turned to his brother, Bob, and said, “We should
start a band! | just started re-listening to all those
old Irish songs mom and dad used to listen to when
we were young. It’ll be a blast”

“You’re nuts.” Bob Chancey replied. “I’m just a
party trick. Late at night sing-alongs and karaoke is
where | shine” Mike had already tasted some success
as a musician playing with local favorites, The Grassy
Knolls, in the early 90’s and then touring with Uncle
John’s Band. Bob had a few moments guest singing
Elvis covers with bands as varied as Johnny Star and
the Meteors, Big Guitars from Memphis, The Mickey
Finns, David Dunne and Blackwater but was never
actually in a band before. However, Mike was serious
and before he knew it, Bob was talked into going along
and The Chancey Brothers were born.

They quickly turned to their big brother, David.
David was and is the musician’s musician. Studied
music at Yale. Hitchhiked across the country with a
guitar on his back. Played in several bands over the
years. With an incredible ear and a photographic
memory of lyrics and harmonies, David is the leader
musically. The only problem at first was - he didn’t
know any Irish songs. Apparently, he was not paying
attention growing up. With two weeks to go before
their first paying gig, David got a crash course in Irish
pub songs. “The Irish Rover”, The Gypsy Rover”, “The
Wild Rover. They all bled together but he was up for
the challenge.

Standing in front of the fireplace in the Fifth Prov-
ince at the Irish American Heritage Center on a cold
February night, the boys were not quite ready but
the show must go on! As they were setting up, a nice
older couple sitting at the front at the table asked if
they were there to open for the Clancy Brothers. You
could imagine their surprise when the boys answered
in unison “No, no. We’re the Chancey Brothers!”
Apparently, the similarity in name to the legendary
Irish musicians had some in the audience surprised by
who was there to entertain them that evening even
despite the fact that most of the Clancys had already
departed this world by that time.

Somehow someway, there was magic in the air that
night twenty years ago. The boys muscled through the
gig but their enthusiasm and general love of music
shone through. Playing a mix of Irish favorites, rock
and country, the band had the Fifth Province rocking
with people clapping and singing along all night.
The couple at the front table stayed for the whole
show and sang along to every song! As the boys cel-
ebrated in the afterglow of the first successful gig,
the couple approached David as he packed up his
guitar. He smiled at them expecting some words of
congratulations. The nice woman patted Dave on the
arm and simply said, “Practice.” The band had it’s
first fan and critic all in one! The best part of it all
is that same couple has been with them every step
of the way seeing the band perform countless times
in many different venues. They remain some of the
band’s biggest fans.

The band was off and running and growing. Brother
Mike moved on to tend to his growing family, but other
family members joined in on the fun. First, there was
their other brother Dave, playing fiddle, mandolin and
accordion for a few years, Brother Billy played along
for a few gigs, sister Eilleen, two brothers Jeff and
Geoff, but things started to really gel when Brother
Gregg brought real showmanship and fiddle chops
when he joined the fun. Then the band really took
things to the next level when they added the Chancey
Cousins, Brendan and Kati. Graduates of Noel Rice’s
Academy of Irish Music, Brendan and Kati brought real
trad chops to the band and some youthful enthusi-
asm. David quickly built out some new arrangements
utilizing their talents and the change was dynamic
and fresh. Shortly thereafter, Brother Joel joined in
on the fun. Joel added banjo, mandolin, and guitar
and harmonies to compliment David and Bob and the
band found its solid groove that has made them so
popular in the local scene. Continuing the fun, two
more brothers, Matt and John, are regulars with the
group now adding dual fiddles and complimenting the
band’s core lineup and arrangements.

Twenty years of making music lends itself to a lot of
great time and friendships. The band has had the plea-

sure of sharing the stage with many musical friends
over the years performing together with The Larkin
and Moran Brothers, Rory Makem, Jimmy Keane, The
Dooley Brothers, The Mickey Finns, Gaelic Storm,
Scythian, Makem and Spain Brothers, Jim Sullivan
and the Sullivan Brothers, David Dunne, Joel Batty,
Brandon Reisdorf, Catherine O’Connell, and countless
others. They have played smokey dive bars to big
festival stages all across the Midwest. They are now
staples in the local scene bringing a unique blend
of Irish, rock, folk and country and always bringing
the party with them. They have become part of peo-

ple’s lives playing weddings, memorials, baptisms,
birthday celebrations, fundraisers, and back yard
get togethers.

Through it all, Bob, David, and Joel have kept the
band together and the party rolling. They don’t plan
on going away any time soon and invite you all to
come join on the fun. Remember, it’s hard to sing
along if your glass is empty.

The Chancey Brothers 20th Anniversary Show will
be held at the Irish American Heritage Center on
Saturday, February 11th at 7:00 p.m

Booking: chanceybrothers@yahoo.com
http://www.chanceybrothers.com

Find their music on Apple Music, Amazon, & Spotify

The Chancey Brothers Band today.
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10 Nights Hotel
Accommodation

TOUR INCLUDES

« Full sightseeing by deluxe touring motor coach

« Full breakfast daily and & dinners

¢ Grand Central Hotel, Belfast
(2 nights)

s Harvey's Point, Donegal
(2 nights)

Visits/admission to: Game of Thrones Studio, Titanic Experi-
ence, Glant's Causeway, Bushmills Distillery, Glenveagh Castle,
Slieve League Cliffs, Belleek, Glen Keen Sheep Farm, Kylemore
Abbey, Black Sod Lighthouse, Cliffs of Moher, Clonmacnaoise,

Guinness Storehouse, Corrib Princess cruise of Lough Corrib, A

» The Talbot, Belmullet
(1 night)

stop at Ireland’s oldest pub Sean’s Bar for a drink of your
choice, Athlone to Wineport river cruise on a Viking ship down

the River Shannon.

» Westport Plaza, Mayo
(1 night)

+ Hardiman Hotel, Galway
(2 nights)

cluded

Wineport Lodge, Athlone
(1 night)

Trinity City Hotel, Dublin
(1 night)

Tous

Warila 'Iltllllnll

. Porterage of 1 piece of luggage per person
- Celtic Tours flight bag and portfolio of travel documents

- Tips & taxes included Note: Gratuitfes to driver/guide are NOT in-

For more information contact Pam Carroll

10552 S Roberts Road
Palos Hills, IL 60465
(708) 974-1300
gadabouttravel@hotmail.com

&

Gadabout

L
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Cutside
Al Fresca
Dining

Fibbleu*s Hearth

Family-Fricndly Public House

P umbrellas
B heaters
> fire pit

Fiaolonshaaneh.com
Inside

6’ social distance in dining room and bar
ND football fans

©© tripadvisor

#10f 22 Bars & Pubs in South Bend
#2 of 278 Places 1o Eat In South Bend
Certificate of Excellence

5[

127 N. Main
574.232.2853

CALIFORNIA

\
BARTAND KITCHEN '

ONE OF CHICAGO fes@ms 1)
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Happy Hour from4-6!

" ay __ TUESDAY IRISH MUSIC
1/2 Pric S8 ine
Wednesday = ™

SESSION 7:30PM
$5 Sliders

$2 Off Domestic Drafts
Thursday
1/2 Price All Appetizers

$1 Off Cans and Bottles

3188 N Elston Ave
773.234.2736

WEDNESDAY-FREES

AY
TRI\’/)A"GPM

IRISH RESTAURANT & PUB

8 N. Vail Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Tel. 847-5677-7733 Fax. 847-577-3886

Good food. Food friends.
Just a great time. See youv at Feggys!
Hours
M-Th 11am-1am
Fri & Sat: 11am-2am
Sun: T1lam-1am

wWww.peggey Kinnanes.com

Beverly Arts Center Presents
Mrs. Kelly’s Journey Home 2023

Tickets Here!

$39.50 - $43.50 including fees

Mrs. Kelly’s Journey Home is the story of one wom-
an’s journey from Ireland to America and her struggle

Beverly Arts Center

with dementia in her later years. This show brings to
the stage the experiences that are often unspoken of
so many generations of immigrants and adults caring
for their aged parents. Filled with laughs, tears and
lots of tea. Mrs. Kelly’s Journey Home is a moving,
joyous exploration of love, roots and family.
https://thebeverlyartscenter.com

Tues: Ceili Lessons Back at IAHC

Many thanks to Kate Cooley, Mary Beem and Caryn
Cross for making it happen! Starting in January, we’ll
have Tuesday lessons again!!! Note that we’ll be al-
ternating weeks with the Ceili Fridays - so we’ll have
Tuesday lessons twice per month rather than weekly.
Same as with the Friday Ceilis, proof of covid vacci-
nation is required.

TUESDAY LESSON DATES - 7:30 - 9:00p

FEB 14 & 28 MAR 14 & 28

APR 11 & 25 Beginners welcome!

The Irish American Heritage Center is at 4626 N Knox
Ave, Chicago IL 60630

Ceili Dance at Gaelic Park Tues

6119 W. 147th St., Oak Forest IL
Tara Room (usually) - 7:30-9:30p - $2

Dust off your dancing shoes & join us on Tuesday
nights for Ceili Dancing. All are welcome! We dance
from 7:30-9:30. Instruction is available at 7:00 if any-
one wants to work on footwork or parts of a dance.

We ask those who are not vaccinated to use their
best judgement about wearing a mask.

Questions? Contact Mary Carmody at 708-372-6227

Paul Dooley

CEQ/Founder

MatchingDonors.com
a 501c3 nonprofit organization

766 Turnpike Street

Canton, MA 02021

phone: 1-781-821-2204 ext. 1
CEO@MatchingDonors.com

A Living Organ Donor...And Help Someone

; '-'x-_‘

ULLENq
_,“fFF’LE SAUCE \*hULLENS

- . APPLE SAUCE
s

Thick ard Churiy and
Mo Sugar Added Extra
Thick and Chisnky

Avallable in Original Exira

Cliff Notes: Bomb Cyclone

News media give us a break.

What is this Bomb Cyclone business?

Many of the live television stations are using the
weather to get our attention, and it’s getting old.

“This storm is affecting 130 million, from the mid-
west to the eastern seaboard.”

That’s right. It’s Winter. We are going to get some
bad weather!

Tone it down 2, 5, 7, 9, & 32! Give the public credit
for some intelligence.

And while you are at it, sell your commercials for
more $ and run half as many during a program.

You are killing live TV.!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Cliff Carlson, Publisher

Commissioner Patricia Theresa

Flynn of MWRD Sworn in

Sworn in on Dec. 6, 2022, Patricia Theresa
Flynn is honored to serve as Commissioner of
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago (MWRD).

The fight for clean
water is central to
Commissioner Flynn’s
mission. As a pub-
lic servant, she has
demonstrated a range
of skills as an elected
Trustee for the Vil-
y lage of Crestwood.

Commissioner Flynn
has worked to pro-
mote fiscal responsi-
bility with an annu-
al balanced budget,
developed effective
policy and procedures
for the Village, and chaired both the Village’s
Finance and Water/Sewer departments.

At the Dec. 6 installation ceremony, Com-
missioner Flynn was introduced by Kathleen T.
Meany, the first woman to serve as MWRD Board
President, and sworn in by Judge Sanjay Tailor,
the first Indian-American to serve as Cook County
Appellate Court Justice. Commissioner Flynn’s
father, William J. Casey of IUOE 399 led the
pledge of allegiance at the beginning
of the ceremony after Paddy Homan,
famed Irish tenor, sang the national
anthem.

KITCHEN PARTY

CEILI RADIO
9pm Central WICR FM 88.7
www.wicronline.org.
Monday 4pm Central on WXTF 97.9 FM
in Harrisville, Michigan,
Friday 6:30 am Central on
Blues & Roots Radio,
bluesandrootsradio.com

It's Like Apple Pie
Without The Crust!®

-Meet Jim Mullen, the man behind the sauce

My name is Jim Mullen and | am a disabled Chicage Police Officer. My extra thick and chunky applesauce
is re-created from my mother's recipe. It tastes like apple pie without the crust. | believe it is the best tast-
ing apple sauce on the market today and everyone whao tries it tells me the same thing! Order some and
sew for yourself how delicious it is. Please note that a portion of the profits from Mullen Foods is donated

to a veteran's or first responder’s charity. Visit our website at Mull

enfoods.com,

Mullen's Applesauce is available at these fine retailers

zes @D Picknsave meijer Jewe/0sco mariivos amazon  heiiens

= Walmart

il L

Lifm Apple Fie Withoul th Crust® | Crafied in Small Baiches | AL Sabecl - T00% Apmio | Mo Added Wased - WO Praservatives | 18 Month Sholl Lite | Koshor Cortfied | Gluben Freg | Exbis Thick snd Chunioy

A1so AT:

ButEra, ANcELo CapPuTo’s, C& R SUPERMARKI‘ES, Foob Lion, HoLipAYy MARKET,

Josepr’s Crassic MARKET, PETE’s MARKET, AND WALT’s Foon CENTER


http://www.peggykinnanes.com
https://fiddlershearth.com
https://wolfhoundchicago.com/
http://www.trinityirishdance.com
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https://www.bluesandrootsradio.com/
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Worth the Wait: Ethan Sellers’s
Logical Fleadh Album Out March 3

By Emmett Fitzpatrick

Bandleader Ethan Sellers can-
not hide his excitement in ad-
vance of the release of his band
Logical Fleadh’s album, sched-
uled for March 3.

“This is a culmination,” Sellers
said in a recent interview with
Irish American News, adding that
he and his bandmates recorded
the album nearly three years ago
at Rick Stacks Records in Chica-
go’s Lakeview neighborhood. But
his story, and the story of the
band, stretch even farther back
than that.

A native of Westchester, Penn-
sylvania, Sellers sang in church
choirs as a child and got bit by
the music bug in his teens. He
moved to Chicago for college and
took music classes and lessons,
but it was attending a concert of
the Irish-American band Solas in
1996 that sparked his inspiration
to focus on Irish and Scottish
songwriting and performing.

“Let’s Have an Irish Band”

Upon graduation, Sellers found-
ed his band Tautologic, which
focused primarily on rock music
with an Irish/Scottish bent. He
noticed that people latched on to
this Celtic connection, and one of
his most popular songs was called
“Glasgow Smile,” which decades
later would find a place on the
upcoming album.

Gradually Sellers became more
immersed in Irish and Scottish
music, and in 2006, Sellers left
his day job to become a full-

to City of Hope

RESEARCH | TREATMENT I CURES

time musician. By 2009, he had
founded a new band, perfectly
summed up with one statement
of inspiration: “Let’s have an
Irish band.” He named the band
Character Fleadh - fleadh is an
Irish word that roughly sounds like
“flaw” and translates to special
occasion or banquet - and focused
its music on traditional Celtic
songs. Since then, Sellers and
has bandmates could be found at
concert venues, bars, festivals,
special events, and everywhere
in between around
the Midwest.

Over the years,
Sellers methodi-
cally found a group
of fellow players
to form the line-
up of what would
become the lat-
est iteration of
his band, which
he called Logical
Fleadh. In many
ways, this band
merges the best
of his two earlier
groups, taking the
rock and rhythm
of Tautologic and the traditional
Celtic focus of Character Fleadh.

“I wanted to appeal to rock
fans who like bass and drums,
as well as Irish music tradition-
alists,” Sellers said. “With the
music of Character Fleadh, there
is a feeling that things are chang-
ing, moving in a direction. We
are hoping to give a feeling to

-
"‘3\
N

Off your qualifying purchase

of $1099 or more*
See a Salesperson for details.

the jigs and reels that things are
progressing, that there’s an arc
toit.”

An advance listen of the album
would confirm that he has struck
this balance beautifully. The Irish
flavor of the music is unmistak-
able, yet the album’s energy will
appeal to listeners who might not
know Galway from Glasgow.

Be True to Yourself

Sellers largely discovered his
connections to being Irish through
music. He admits that genealogy
was “never a huge thing” for him
and he has not considered himself
part of a tight-knit Irish commu-

LoGical Fleadb

nity. Since moving to Chicago, he
was struck by what he calls the
“Chicago Irish,” where it is not
always easy to tease out what
is “Chicago” and what is “Irish.”
His combination of familiarity
with Celtic storytelling and an
outsider perspective have only
added to the unique sound of his
music, and the connection is not

>Darvin

Donate in-store or on-line

lost on him.

“ want to feel like I’m adding
something to the tapestry of the
Irish and Scottish American music
story, but I’'m an American; | rec-
ognize that. | have a lot
of different influences.
Music has to be reflec-
tive of what you think
is interesting. | have to
be true to myself.”

The Album

Sellers had dreamed
of recording an album
for much of his mu-
sic career, and after
years of gigging across
the Chicago area and
beyond, he and his
bandmates began the
process of doing just
that. Using his bass
player’s basement
as their rehearsal space, the
members of Logical Fleadh ul-
timately recorded their album
in April 2019.

Nearly four years later, the
album is scheduled to drop on
March 3, just in time for what
Sellers hopes will be a busy St.
Patrick’s Day season filled with
live performances around the

1) Scan the QR code

2) Click Donate Now and follow the prompts

3) Show your emailed receipt to a Salesperson

4) Discount available in-store only
or go to darvin.com/p/city-of-hope

area.

The Future

As the band leader, “l have
a mile-long to-do list,” Sellers
admits, noting that he is man-
aging marketing, press bookings,
radio promotions, and anything
else that needs to get done. “I
hope it’s a raving success, that
we are able to consistently play
around the Midwest, see people
out at shows, and to work on a
repertoire for a follow-up.”

Before he gets too far ahead
of himself, however, Sellers
is quick to acknowledge his
appreciation for this current
moment, for the chance to keep
doing what he does for a living.
He also expresses gratitude for
the people and institutions that
have helped him to get here,
namely the Illinois Arts Council
and the City of Chicago Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs, as well
as the event organizers, bar
owners, programmers, concert
presenters, and most of all the
listeners.

To download Logical Fleadh’s
new album (beginning on March
3) or reach out for bookings, visit
www. logicalfleadh.com
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*$200 Instant Discount on qualifying purchase of $1,099 or more includes Super Value items, excludes previous orders, Door Busters, Clearance & Outlet Center items, Clearance Tagged items, Tempur-Pedic, iComfort,
Beautyrest Black, certain other manufacturers' or in combination with any other discount offer. Limit one Instant Discount per household or delivery address. Offer expires 2/27/23. See Salesperson for details.
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During the winter
Chicago weather, | get
an increasing number
of calls from people
who have slipped or
fallen on ice, snow, or a wet
surface and have hurt them-
selves. Often times this happens
in the context of a person going
to or from work and | often get
asked if this is a situation that
will be covered by workers’
compensation.

Unfortunately, the answer to
that question is not straightfor-
ward and can only be answered
with a detailed and thorough
examination of the actual facts
surrounding the accident. Some
of the important considerations
include:- what condition caused
you to fall; what were you actu-

Gallagher’s
Advice

By Caroleann
‘Gal lagher

ally doing at the time of the fall;
who owns the area where you fell
and were you permitted and/or
required to be in the area of your
fall as part of your day-to-day
work responsibilities.

In Illinois in order to have a
compensable work injury case,
you need to be able to show that
when you got hurt, not only were
you working but that your injury
also arose out of your employ-
ment. This is a very detailed
and complex area of the law and
filed with a lot of nuances and
should not be navigated without
the benefit of an attorney who

CARA ConsTrUCTION CO
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is familiar with all
areas of workers
compensation law.

“Parking lot”
cases, pose a very

d1fﬁcult challenge in answering

the question as to whether or
not an accident on the way into
or out of work will be compensa-
ble as a work injury or not. The
nuances involved are very clear
when you analyze a recent case
which went all the way to the
Illinois Appellate Court for deter-
mination if the injured worker’s
fall was an accident that “arose
out” of her employment. Courts
can differ greatly in their reason-
ing as is evident from this case
and it takes a very experienced
attorney to be able to navigate
this area of the law.

The case is Western Springs
Police Department v The Illinois
Workers Compensation Commis-
sion and Jacqueline MacDon-
nell. The claimant, Jacqueline
MacDonnell, was employed as a
crossing guard by the Village of
Western Springs Police Depart-
ment. Her crossing guard duties
required her to be at the corner
of Wolf Road and Hillgrove Ave-
nue in Western Springs between
the hours of 7.40 am until 8.10
am. On the day of her accident
Jacqueline parked her car in an
angled parking space that was
along the train tracks and di-
rectly across from the corner at
which she manned her post. As
she got out of her car she slipped
on ice, lost her balance, and fell
sustaining injuries to her hand
and wrist.

During the course of the evi-
dence at the Arbitration of the
case, the claimant testified that
there were two employee desig-
nated parking lots at the rear of
the village hall where employees
of the village parked and where
members of the public were not
allowed to park. Jacqueline did

not park in those lots but rather
chose a public parking lot closer
to her crossing guard post.

She testified that she was per-
mitted to do this by her employ-
er and that her employer waived
the four-hour minimum parking
for its employees , that mem-
bers of the general public were
subject to. It was undisputed
that the parking lot where the
claimant parked was also Village
owned property.

At the first level of hearing
of the case, before the Illinois
Workers Compensation Commis-
sion, the Arbitrator denied the
claimant’s case - stating that she
did not sustain an accident that
arose out of and in the course
of her job. The Arbitrator’s de-
cision was based on the fact
that the claimant parked in an
area that was not designated as
a village employee only lot and
therefore Jacqueline was like
any other member of the public
who parked there. The Arbitrator
held that encountering the ice in
the lot as she did was something
that any member of the public
could encounter and thus did not
arise out of her specific job as a
crossing guard for the Village.

Jacqueline appealed her case
to the next level where it was
heard by a panel of three Com-
missioners. The Commissioners
reversed the Arbitrator’s finding
and stated that she did sustain
a compensable work accident
because the area where she fell
was in fact owned by the Village
and the Village exercised control
over the area and it conferred
different parking rules so that
Village employees could use that
parking space. According to the
Commissioners because Jacque-
line encountered a hazardous
condition (i.e. ice) on the Vil-
lage’s premises her accident was
compensable under The Workers
Compensation Act.

Personal Injury, Including:

Medical Negligence,

Construction Site Accidents,

Truck, Auto & Motorcycle,

s Mursing Home Abuse & Neglect

Workers"” Compensation

Former Supervising Judge
Celtic Lawyer of the Year 2019

Honorable
James M. McGing

Call (773)-467-8000
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The Village, dissatisfied with
this decision against them,
sought a judicial review of the
case in the Circuit Court of Cook
County. The Circuit Court re-
versed the three Commissioners
and agreed with the initial Arbi-
trator and stated that the claim-
ant’s accident did not involve a
fall in a parking lot ‘provided’
to Jacqueline by her employer
and thus her accident was not
one that arose out of and in the
course of her job.

Jacqueline was obviously un-
happy with the Circuit Court’s
finding and appealed the matter
to the Illinois Appellate Court
who sided with the three Com-
missioners and found that Jac-
queline’s case was compensable.
Their reasoning rested on the
fact that although the parking
lot that Jacqueline used was
not one designated to her by her
employer - it was a parking lot
wherein the Village granted her
and other employee’s certain
rights and privileges which were
not available to the general pub-
lic, because they allowed her to
park there for longer than four
hours. Because they carved out
this exception specifically for
their employees, the Appellate
court decided that Jacqueline’s
fall was a fall that arose out of
her job and thus her injuries
were compensable.

All of the conflicting decisions
in this case between four courts
illustrate clearly how nuanced
and tricky parking lot cases are
and why it is not an area of the
law you should navigate alone.

If a fall in a parking lot is
deemed not to be a compensable
workers compensation accident,
then you may have other avenues
of relief to compensate you for
any injury. However, whether
that that avenue is open to you
or not will require a very thor-
ough look into the circumstances
of the fall, the conditions which
caused you to fall and the owners
of the area wherein you fell.
The scope of that discussion is
beyond the time | have here.

As the Chicago Winter sets in,
be careful out there and if you or
your loved ones are involved in a
fallin a parking lot either during,
before or after work, or on any
other occasion, please give us a
call so we can go through all the
aspects of the case and deter-
mine what avenue is the best one
for you to proceed and to ensure
your rights are protected.

*Caroleann Gallagher is an
Irish born Attorney now li-
censed in lllinois and practicing
all types of personal injury law
- she concentrates her practice
in nursing home neglect and
abuse litigation, medical mal-
practice law, wrongful death
claims, transportation inju-
ries, premises liability claims,
defective product claims, con-
struction site injuries and
Workers Compensation. She
is a Partner at Coogan Gal-
lagher and can be contacted
at 312-782-7482 or via email
to cgallagher@cgtrial.com.
Coogan Gallagher are at www.
cgtrial.com
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The news headlines in 2022
consistently reported on the
vulnerable environmental state
of our planet. So much so that
individuals and businesses are
really feeling the pressure to
make positive changes.

With insight from green blog-
gers and university studies here
are some we can expect to see
in 2023.
1.Increased Use of
Renewable Energy

Renewable energy has become
increasingly popular in recent
years and most Eco-friendly peo-
ple agree that 2023 will see an
increase in the use of renewable
systems. By switching to a heat
pump or installing solar panels,
homeowners will significantly re-
duce their environmental impact,
and can drastically lower their
energy bills.

The cost of these systems can
be relatively high and is the main
block deterrent from operating
a standard heating system and
options, but eventually the costs
of the systems will become more
affordable.

2. More Recycling

Consumers are demanding
that products and brands be
more environmentally conscious,
and big companies are respond-
ing by making changes to im-
prove their sustainability. With a
heightened awareness for better
recycling practices; especially
with plastics and packaging,
business are working towards
adopting a more circular busi-
ness model.
3. Transportation

Improvements to transporta-
tion options has been a steadily
evolving trend. Among the chang-
es include increased bicycle and
scooter use, enhanced public
transportation and of course, the
roll out of electric vehicles. Sus-
tainable transportation options
are being adopted by municipal-
ities and private companies in the
United States.

4. Reduce Car Rides

Passenger vehicles account
for 41% of all the worlds Car-
bon-dioxide emissions.  Re-
search from the University of
Oxford shows that using a bike
over a car, just once a day, can
reduce a person’s carbon emis-
sions by 67%. Even if every car
trip couldn’t be substituted
by a bicycle , the potential to
decrease emissions is still very
high.

5. Reduction of Food Waste

Food waste is concern across
the globe over the last decade.
According to recent research
by United Nations Environment
Program, it’s reported that about
one-third of all food produced for
human consumption, each year,
goes to waste. That’s about 1.3
billion tons of food that goes
straight to landfill.

. Been Green!
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As priorities change, more
pressure will be put on big busi-
nesses and households to com-
post. Some states in America, for
are already enforcing composting
law. Oregon and Washington now
legally require all businesses to
compost their organic waste.
Composting is a relatively easy
solution, this trend is clearly one
that is being pushed for all the
right reasons.

6. Reuse and Purchasing Sec-
ond-hand Products

Increase in second-hand pur-
chasing and reuse of products and
materials is also steadily growing
in popularity. Thrifting and reuse
drastically reduces the environ-
mental impact of new product
manufacture and delivery, and
also cuts down spending costs for
millions of consumers

Future Market Insights.com pre-
dicts that the second-hand mar-
ket for clothing will be worth over
$282 million by 2032. This spike
in desire to buy second-hand is
being driven by a consumer base
who want to reduce pollution, cli-
mate change and unethical labor
practices. There is also a great-
er need for reduced spending
amongst younger generations who
are facing more financial uncer-
tainty, statics show that that 42
% of second-hand shoppers are
within the 18-37 age range.

7. More Sustainable Materials

Sustainable Fashion is high on
the list for trend predictions in
2023, but also it is also import-
ant to note the increased use of
sustainable materials. This in-
cludes packaging material, cloth-
ing fibers and even construction
materials to more sustainable
options.

Bamboo, wool and cork are
becoming increasingly popular as
they are environmentally friend-
ly, durable and stylish. Sustain-
able home building materials of-
ten have health benefits, as they
can improve indoor air quality
and provide thermal insulation.
8. Increased Brand Responsibil-
ity & Transparency

Big brands and big businesses
are under increasing pressure
to focus on their environmental
responsibilities, and be more
transparent for consumers.

L

Many companies are increasing
their use of renewable energy and
using more sustainable materials
in their products. Business real-
ize that future contracts will be
won or lost based on a company's
green credentials, so businesses
are taking action now to be more
green.

9. Even Greater Technology

The use of smart thermostats,
ovens, fridges, and dishwashers
will be flexibly controlled and will
have the lowest energy consump-
tion possible. The current finan-
cial climate now suggests there
use also are cost saving tool.

For businesses cloud storage
and video conferencing, are
some of the greatest tools to
combat climate change, as they
have allowed people to work
remotely ( a good segway to the
to the next trend)!

10. More Remote Work

Since the start of the pan- |

demic, employees working
remotely has rapidly become
a more normal occurrence for
most businesses. Remote work
reduces greenhouse gas emis-
sions by an amount of 600,000
cars (U.S) (State of Telecom-
muting) and energy consump-
tion in office buildings has also
reduced.

Remote working will continue
and whether you’re a fan of it or
not, it’s undeniable that staying
home has environmental benefits.
11. More Demand for Plant-
based and ‘Alternative’ Foods

A study by the University of
Oxford, showed that by not
eating meat or dairy products, a
person can reduce their carbon
footprint by up to 73%. In such
non-sustainable farming practic-
es, meat production can deplete
natural resources, contaminate
land and endanger other wildlife

Plant-based meat emits 30-90%
less greenhouse gas and uses
47-99% less land (Good Food In-
stitute). Aplant-based, or vegan,
diet demands less use of land
and water, and reduces carbon
emissions and pollution. This is
also true of those opting to eat
locally-grown or organic produce.

Conclusion

Many of these top ten trends
are things we are already ex-
periencing, in some small way
or another. We should promote
further advancements in all these
areas. These trends are all in-
credibly positive and if countries
across the globe commit to adopt
these changes, in any significant
way, we can expect to see a
compelling shift in the health of
our planet.
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Hall of Fame Trivia Night Is Back February 25th

Join us Saturday February
25th, 7:00pm at the 10th Annual
Trivia Night Fundraiser in sup-
port of The Irish American Hall
of Fame and The Irish American
Heritage Center

Join us for our Trivia Hub night
of trivia designed to test even the
most experienced trivia expert!

Pictured right: Our host:

Brian Noonan!

Brian is an Irish American from
Chicago and the Master of Cer-
emonies for the Irish American
Hall of Fame Awards Gala each
year.

He’s a radio host, comedian,
actor and now...trivia host! His

love of trivia helped him win three TV game
shows.
With Brian as our host we know we are in for
a night of fun trivia and hilarity!
Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place!
Silent Auction = Split the Pot Raffle = Cash Bar
Food available from the Fifth Province
Check out their new menutr Your Team!
$150 per team / 6-person max

Limit of 30 teams! Regis-
ter now and save your spot /
6-person max

Limit of 30 teams! Register
now and save your spot!

Where?

Irish American Heritage Center

Erin Room - 4th floor

4626 North Knox

Chicago, IL

Plenty of parking!

We welcome your donation of
- silent auction items!

Email us at halloffame@irishahc.
~org if you'd like to donate.

Irish American Hall of Fame
halloffame@irishahc.org

iahof.org
Follow us on Facebook!

SERVING CHICAGOLAND
FOR OVER 30 YEARS!

AnfAuthenticlrish Pub
the whole famlly can enjoy'

Tiren oF THE

B/G-RUNAROUND 2 UINFORGETTABLE

EDIBLES Calering

Certified Women - Owned Business

& = Get Away to Green Bay!
- """"’1 sSTBRENDAN Sl‘f\ i :

234 S Washington St Green Bay, WI 54301

Restaurant Dining
Mon - Thur 4pm - 9pm
Fri - Sat 11am - 9pm
Sunday 11am - 8am

You Deserve Gerrer! Reviscover Movern Neigisorioon Banking e

_ —
Purchase a
Gift Card or
sign up
for our
Loyalty Card today!
Available at all Harp &
Eagle locations
VISIT THE GREEN Bay
PACKERS HALL OF FAME!

r

Your bank helping
our nelghborhoods

UTSTAND],
QXA RATINGS
s

Lowve where You bawnke

Clarke County Clare Irish
1-888-254-9500 Hotel & Pub Inn & Pub
emarquettebank.com 314 W Main St 1234 N Astor St

Waukesha WI Milwaukee

262-549-3800 414-272-5273

No Sniveling!

Member
FDIC nwMLs #462926

™~ o Free high speed Wi-Fi

PRIVATE DINING ROOM SEATS 40
SEATS 50 FOR A COCKTAIL PARTY

e Grilled Salmon

« Sautéed Mussels

o Shepherd’s Pie

e Guinness Pot Roast

o Complimentary breakfast
« Private parking lot

« Printing or faxing

« Double whirlpool bath

« Rainfall shower, hairdryer
o Iron and ironing board

« Coffee maker and tea
VISIT OUR OTHER FINE
LOCATIONS IN WISCONSIN!

Inn Reservations 920-884-8484 reception@stbrendansinn.com

The Ennis Inn & Pub  Aishling on the
201 James St Lough Irish Pub
De Pere WI 125 56th St
414-272-5273 Kenosha WI
ennisinnandpub.com  262-653-0500
Get Away to Wisconsin!


mailto:info%40clarkehotel.com?subject=
https://www.mysticrogueirishpub.com
http://emarquettebank.com
http://uecatering.com
https://irish-american.org/event/irish-american-hall-of-fame-trivia-night-2019/

IRELAND
NETWORK

CHICAGDO

IT IS OUR GREAT PRIVILEGE TO HONOR

BILLY LAWLESS

WITH THE

TO BE PRESENTED AT IRELAND NETWORK CHICAGO'S SOLD OUT
20™ ANNIVERSARY BALL SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 THE DRAKE

THE IN SPIRIT AWARD IS OUR WAY OF EXPRESSING OUR PROFOUND
GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION FOR INCREDIBLE SERVICE TO THE
IRISH COMMUNITY. BILLY LAWLESS EXEMPLIFIES THE MISSION
OF IRELAND NETWORK CHICAGO AND HIS HEARTFELT PASSION,
CALL TO SERVICE AND IMMEASURABLE GENEROSITY OF TIME AND
TREASURES SETS AN EXAMPLE FOR US ALL.

&
MORE INFO
CThe %@?ka chicagoireland.org
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Good Time Coming Up With the 24th Chicago Irish Film Festival Returning as a Hybrid Event

The 24th annual Chicago Irish
Film Festival (CIFF) is back to
offer the best features, shorts
and documentary films from The
Land of Storytelling. This year’s
festival returns as a Hybrid Event
with in-person events at Theater
on the Lake, AMC New City, Chi-
cago History Museum and Society
for Arts Gallery Theatre March
2-5, as well as an online format
with digital tickets available for
at-home screenings March 6-12.

This year, CIFF will host the
US premiere of “The Sparrow,”
a debut feature film from writer
and director, Michael Kinirons.
The film explores buried sorrows
and tragedies surfacing in pic-
turesque Lough Hyne. Kiniron’s
debut follows the struggle of
a young boy whose mother has
died, creating an unhappy and
dysfunctional home life. As the
film moves on, viewers will watch
in horror as the consequences of
a lie unfold before their eyes and
events spiral out of control. “The
Sparrow,” kicks off the festival at
Theater on the Lake on Thursday,
March 2 at 6:30 p.m., followed
by a live Q&A with Kinirons and
producer Alicia Ni Ghrainne.

Other in-person festival high-
lights include the Midwest pre-
mier of “Clodagh,” from writers
Oda Carroll and Adrian McCarthy.
Drawing on archival footage of
one of the Top 100 Designers
in the World by Architectural
Digest, the documentary offers
an intimate look at Clodagh’s
life from a young woman on
horseback before a life-alter-

ing fall, to a twenty-something
wife and mother of three in the
‘60s, to a powerhouse of design.
“Clodagh,” explores what drives
this iconic single-minded de-
signer, and how courageous and
difficult personal decisions made
throughout life have impacted
her, her family and how she views
the world today. The documen-
tary premiers at Chicago History
Museum at 3 p.m. on March 3,
and is followed by a Q&A and
reception with Clodagh, Carroll
and McCarthy.

Other premiers include “How
to Tell A Secret,” a film that
delves into the act of disclosure
and the stigma that drives peo-
ple to withhold an HIV status in
Ireland today; "Aisha” starring
Leticia Wright, as a young woman
fighting the immigration system
in Ireland; “Lola,” a debut film
from director Andrew Legge,
blending documentary, faux

found footage and science fiction
with a romance thrown in for
good measure; and “The Ghost
of Richard Harris,” a film focused
one of the most remarkable and
controversial actors of stage and
screen Ireland has ever produced.
“How to Tell A Secret,” director
Shaun Dunne will be at the pre-
mier on March 3 to offer viewers
a Q&A following the viewing.

Other highlights include, “My
Sailor, My Love,” a beautiful and
sweeping international collab-
oration about new beginnings
presented as the festivals’ closing
film; “We’re Not Making Gone
with the Wind,” a US premier
focusing on the story of Noreen
Cooke and how she took control
of her life to seize opportunity
and make the best of every situ-
ation that came her way like the
feisty Scarlett O’Hare before her;
and “Mask,” a short about a trou-
bled young father who leaves his
sleeping child alone in the car in
the corner of a dark underground
car park during the angst of the
early pandemic. The director of
“Mask,” Margaret Kane-Rowe,
will also be at the in-person
screening as part of the short
films program at AMC New City
on March 3 at 6 p.m.

Passes and tickets for this year’s
festival are available through Go
Elevant. All-access in-person
passes are available for $150 (in-
cludes opening night) and virtual
all-access for $100. Individual
tickets for in-person films are
available for $12, and virtual
screenings are available for $10.

>

Individual tickets for the opening
screening of “The Sparrow,” are
available for $75, which includes
a buffet, drinks and festival
opening festivities. For more in-
formation on how to fest for this
year’s CIFF, visit www.chicagoir-
ishfilmfestival.com.

Presenting sponsors of this
year’s festival include the Gov-
ernment of Ireland’s Emigrant
Support Program, Culture Ireland
and Gage Hospitality Group. Aer
Lingus has also donated two round
trip tickets, which will be award-
ed to a lucky festival attendee at
the end of the opening night gala.

Theater on the Lake is located
at 2401 N. Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago. AMC New City is located
at Suite C3401, 1500 N Clybourn
Ave, Chicago. The Chicago History
Museum is located at 1601 N Clark
Street and the Society for Arts
Gallery Theatre is located at 1112
N Milwaukee Avenue.

How to tell
a secret

The Sparrow

The Ghost of
Richard Harﬁg '

The Mask



FEBRUARY 2023 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Friends, Members of the Irish American
Heritage Center (IAHC), founders,
supporters, neighbors, and partners.

It must be true because I read it on the
internet — The first St. Patrick’s Day Parade
was held in St. Augustine, FL in 1601,
organized by the Spanish Colony’s Irish
vicar. General George Washington allowed
his troops a holiday on March 17, 1780,
now known as the St. Patrick’s Day
Encampment of 1780.

The 1st parade in Chicago took place in
1843, but not until 1956 and Mayor J.
Daley did the “Official” Downtown parade
that we know now take place. More than
250,000 lined the parade route and the rest
of the City was able to watch it on WGN.

The Irish American Heritage Center presents

the 16th Annual

WEARING of the GREEN
DINNER DANCE

In 1962 100 pounds of vegetable dye was
poured into the Chicago River, turning it
green for a week.

With its origins as a strictly religious
holiday in 9th century Ireland to the
traditions of the 21st century, St. Patrick’s
Day has always been a time to stop, reflect
on our heritage and the rich culture that
the Irish Diaspora has spread around the
world.

The Irish American Heritage Center is
once again excited to welcome everyone to
the Annual St. Patrick's Fest and St.
Patrick's Day Celebration, with all the
music, all the fun, all the dancing that you
expect from us at the IAHC!

St. Patrick's Fest, Saturday, March 11th
from 1:00pm to 11:00pm, starts right after
the downtown parade. Bands in the Fifth
Province Pub, Irish Dance schools
performing in the Mayfair Theatre, Irish
Marketplace for shopping, and children's
activities with Irish Community Services
in the Erin Room until 5:00pm.

Presale tickets are $15 online, $20 day of
the event at the door. Children under
twelve are free.

S

St. Patrick's Day, Friday March 17th from
3:00pm to 11:00pm in the Fifth Province
Pub, with more music and more craic!
Admission is $10 at the door.

The Center’s Annual Appeal is
underway, and we need your help. The
funds raised during the Annual Appeal are
used to offset many of our capital expenses
including the repairs needed in our
parking lots and the maintenance of the
upkeep of the buildings physical plant. If
you did not receive your Annual Appeal
mailer, donations can be made online at
irish-american.org, or by calling the office
at 773-282-7035, extension 10.

Not yet a member of the Irish Center.
Missing out on all the amazing classes,
events and celebrations that happen every
day? This Is Your Center! Make sure that
you renew your IAHC membership or join
by filling out the form in this month's
IAN, or by calling the office at
773-282-7035, extension 10.

pr

Tony McHale
President of the IAHC. Board of Directors

Kick off St. Patrick’s Day season with dinner
by Harrington's Catering, entertainment by
Gerry Haughey and Joe Cullen, dancing, prizes
and a cash bar.

Reservations are necessary

and must be made by March 2.
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To purchase tickets, visit
www.irish-american.org

SUNDAY
March 5, 2023
5-9pm ¢

or call 773-282-7035, ext. 10.

-----------------------------

aﬁzlsh AMERICAN
herItage center

4626 North Knox Avenue, Chicago, 11 60630

4626 North Knox Avenue

IRISh AMERICAN Chicago, IL, 60630

heritage center
irish-american.org ¢ (773) 282-7035, extension 10
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This is Your Center!
The Irish American Heritage Center is excited to present our 2023
membership renewal campaign, THIS IS YOUR CENTER!
Whether joining, renewing or purchasing a gift membership, take advantage of
exciting benefits at no price increase.
Your Center for music. Your Center for dance. Your Center for culture.

Enhanced membership benefits include:
Individual and Family
1 Year: $30 Individual / $50 Family

2 Years $50 Individual / $75 Family

10% off in the IAHC Gift Shop on non-sale and non-food items, and food in the
Fifth Province Pub

* Member only discounted tickets for concerts and shows

* The right to vote for IAHC Board of Directors

 Candidacy to run for the Board of Directors, after three years of consecutive
membership

 Irish American News subscription

 Free Movies for Members

Additional Membership information and levels found on our website:
www.irish-american.org

Date:

O New [ Renewal PAYMENT INFORMATION:

Name: Credit Card Number (VISA, MC or Discover)
Address: 3 Digit Code on back: Exp:

City: State: Zip: [0 Cash [ Check Amount $

Phone:

Email: I would like to volunteer for:

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS ONLY Adult Name(s): [ Events and programs [ Festivals [ Building projects
1 2.

I{E:;I?IEI.E&L%IIEIT}ER This is Your Center!

Siblings Anne Marie Herlehy (left) and Bridget (nee Herlehy)
Milionis (right) first started coming to the Center in 2000 for
Irish Fest, and then taking an Art class here and there, as well
as many a show in the pub and theater. Now, you'll find them
cheering on Eleanor Milionis (center) at Irish Dance lessons
from world renown Trinity Irish Dance along with many other
generations of families at the Irish American Heritage Center!
This is YOUR Center for dance!

Join the IAHC today!

www.irish-american.org
773-282-7025 ext. 10
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7% SHANE HENNESSY

h

Welcome Irish virtuoso guitarist and IAHC favorite
Shane Hennessy is back after a three year absence!

Location: The Mayfair Theatre at the Irish Music Magazine says Shane 1s “one of

Irish American Heritage Center the most exciting live performers of his

Date: Sunday, March 19th, 6:30pm generation,” and if you have seen him at the
Tickets: $30, $25 for members, $22 for Center you will agree!

groups of 10 or more

Tickets can be purchased at irish-american.org.
Are you a member? Call 773-282-7035, extension 10

and ask for your member discount code.

IRISh AMERICAN 4626 North Knox Avenue
hERITAGE CENTER  Chicago, IL, 60630
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The tradition continues! Join us at the Irish American Heritage Center on Saturday, March 11th
after the St. Patrick's Day Parade, and again on Friday March 17th to celebrate the day!

Music, including Aiden O'Toole, the Chancey Brothers, the Joyce Boys, Whuskey Mick, the
Academy of Irish Music, In Spite of Ourselves, the Dooley Band, and many more!

Join us in the Erin Room on the 11th for music,
. ST.PRTRICK'S DRY FESTIVAL entertainment and crafts for the kids, with activities

COCARALIMTY

\ KT THE IRISH RIMERICAN RERITHGE CENTER SRV presented by our partners ICS (Irish Community
Services), and for performances by local Irish Dance
F A M I L Y FU N schools in the Mayfair Theatre.
IN THE ERIN ROOM

(00PN -5:00PM
MRRCH 11TH, 2023

All this, plus shopping, food and drink!

Tickets for St. Patrick's Fest on March 11th are $15 in
advance at www.irish-american.org, and $20 at the
 door. Children under 12 years old are free, and must be
» accompanied by an adult. Doors open at 1:00pm.

[ BRING YOUR LITTLE ONES
UP TO THE ERIN ROOM FOR
FESTIVE ST.PATRICKS DAY , | alla
| CRAFTS AND ACTIVITIES! £ SO Last call at 11:00pm. Admission For March 17th is $10 at

the door for Adults. Children under 12 are free. Doors

open at 3:00pm. Last Call at 11:00 pm.
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ROBERT FLOOD ELECTED PRESIDENT
OF THE IRISH FELLOWSHIP CLUB
Robert P. Flood of Flood Brothers was

elected the 2023 President of the Irish Fel-
lowship Club at the Annual Christmas Lun-
cheon on December 2, 2022. As a long time
member of the Irish Fellowship Club, Bob
has served in many different leadership roles
including Vice President, Golf Outing Chair,
Christmas Luncheon Chair as well as being
a strong supporter of the Club and Founda- -
tion. In his remarks at the Luncheon, Bob
thanked and recognized his family for their
encouragement and thanked the board and . .
membership. He commented, “| am delight- Tickets and SpOllSOl‘ShlpS for the

ed to serve the Irish community of Chicago Irish Fellowship Club Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

as President of the Irish Fellowship Club. | ;e available on the Irish Fellowship Club website (www.irishfellowshipclub.com) or by calling Kathy

know it will b(? a terrific year and | Iook for- Taylor at 312-858-0628. Reservations MUST be in by March 1, 2023 and no changes will be made
ward to meeting our members and building  ,fer March 2, 2023.

the connection between Chicago’s civic and
Irish communities.”

2023 Irish Fellowship Club President, 2023 St. Patrick’s Dinner Chairman,
Robert Flood Mark E. McNabola

Emerald Sponsor: $10,000 (name in program book and table of 10 near dance floor + one night
_ . stay at the Hilton Chicago that evening)
The Club also elected 1st Vice Presi- Celtic Sponsor: $5,000 (name in program book and table of 10 Premier Seating)

dent, James F. Coyne, Business Manager of Shamrock Sponsor: $2,500 (name in program book and table of 10)
Plumbers Local 130 and the President of the Table of 10: $2,250

Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade, nine new Individual Tickets: $225/person

board members and named Fr. Pat McGrath

of Old St. Pat’s Parish as a Chaplain.
CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY WITH

THE IRISH FELLOWSHIP CLUB u.'_ukh\“-* /
Join the Irish Fellowship Club to kick off P ey

the 2023 St. Patrick’s Day celebrations at our [i4 X
Annual Dinner on Friday, March 10, 2023.
Chaired by Mark E. McNabola, founder of
the McNabola Law Group, the Dinner will
take place at the Hilton Chicago with cock-
tails at 6pm, dinner at 7:30pm. Tickets can
be purchased online at www.irishfellowship-
club.com. The Dinner benefits the Irish Fel-
lowship Club Education and Cultural Foun- §
dation which provides scholarship funds to
Catholic high schools across the Chicago-
land area and Irish cultural organizations.
The Irish Fellowship Club Dinner will
honor Tim Drea, President of the lllinois AFL-
CIO, Grand Marshal of the 2023 St. Patrick’s
Day Parade and CLLR Jimmy Collins, Mayor
of the County of Cork, Guest of Honor for 7 5O
the Parade. Says Mark McNabola, “The Irish o - g . _ £
Fellowship Club is delighted to welcome parade Guest of Honor, CCLR Danny Collins, Parade Executive Director Jim Coyne, IFC
these honored guests and begin the St. Pat- Chairman John Wrenn & Parade Grand Marshal Tim Drea look forward to St. Patrick’s Day 2023

rick's Day festivities. Sponsors are an im- photo by Michael Kardas
. . r . . . . . . . N S SN NN W N NN NSNS SN NN S — ‘
portant part of our success along with ticket g Join the Irish Fellowship Club! New Member Application
purchases.
| invite all of our members and guests to | EstName First Name Middle Name

join us for a great celebration. The funds we
raise impact the lives of many young men : Street Address

|
1
|
|
” I
and women’. y City, State, Zip X
JOIN THE : Firm Name Email Address :
= IRISH FELLOWSHIP CLUB ==
AS A MEMBER I Street Address i
and celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us! I , , , i
j City State Zip Occupation or Title (]
. . . I

Want first hand m,)formatilon ?b}?ut l(ljub y Credi Card # Expraton Dale — CVC # :

activities and events? Join the Irish Fellow- Or you can mail this form with a $75 check for membership dues to:
Shlp Club. Complete the form below or visit | The Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago |
our website a.t ) ) i C/o Kathy Taylor Mail to: Business [1 Home [ |
www.irishfellowshipclub.org i P.C, Box 31604 Marital status: Single (1 Married [ |
=

Chicago IL 60631
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Horne is Whet‘e

'the Heart Is

. By Alshlmg Kelly
The Importance of

Continuing Education to
Caregivers of Dementia Patients

Working in health care does not imply that your
schooling is over. Socrates once said that our education
and training are nothing more than the starting point for
a lifetime of learning. So, how can we keep the flames
going, and what are the merits of doing so?

GLOBAL IRISH RADIO - GIR.ie
TOM’S
IRISH RADIO
SHOW

Athletex Sports and
Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Erin Tuckpointing

Gaelic Park

Irish American Heritage Ctr
Maher Funeral Home

Mystic Rogue

O'Hara Hair Salon

LIVE STREAM
from Chicago

BUNDLED IS =
BETTER

Just ask Drew
and Jonathan

AUTO + HOME =
UP T0 23% SAVINGS*

=+ A

Like the Scott Brothers — some
things are just better in pairs.

Another great pairing? Bundling your
auto and home policies for up to 23%
in savings.* Plus, the more you
bundle — the more you can save!

Contact me today to get a quote and start saving.

Joan McKee, Agent
Joan A McKee Agency Inc
6238 N Northwest Hwy
Chicago, IL 60631
jmckee@amfam.com
(773) 763-2000

*Customers who bundle auto and home insurance policies with
American Family Insurance may save up to 23% on both policies together
(as of October 2021). Discounts may not apply to all coverages on an auto or
property policy. Discounts do not apply to a life policy.

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

As you continue your education in the field of health
care, consider both continuing education (CE) and
expanding your knowledge.

CE Credits - What Are They?

Continuing education (CE) credits are an academic
prerequisite for practitioners in health care since they
are designed to keep them informed on medical break-
throughs. Medical licensure, professional organizations,
and certification boards need them as a way to bridge
the gap between present treatment and ideal care.

CE has proven to be quite beneficial in enhancing
clinical outcomes and preventing the death of patients.
How? For the most part, continuing education is a
method to keep medical professionals up to date on
the most recent findings in their respective professions.

What is the Significance of Continuing Education

To Caregivers of People With Dementia?

CE credits aren’t just for the sake of keeping you in
your current work or certification; they’re also a way
for you to improve your skills and open up new avenues
for advancement in your profession.

Growth on Both a Personal and Professional Level

It’s a great way to keep adding to your storehouse of
information and improve your own personal develop-
ment. It's also a great way to expand your knowledge
in certain areas and specialties that you’re passionate
about and essential to your profession.

Caregiving dementia patients take a deep under-
standing of a patient’s behavior which can evolve over
time. When you continue learning and understanding
dementia, you will grow and gain up to date knowledge

on how to properly care for a patient.

Greater Attention to Patients’ Needs

It’s crucial to remain up to speed on the latest inno-
vations in patient care, such as new protocols, tech-
nologies, and medications, and continuing education
may help you do so. That means you’ll have better
knowledge to aid more dementia patients.

You’re Always Updated

Continuing education (CE) has become critical in
health care since it is an ever-evolving sector. New
knowledge is generated as a result of the advance-
ment of technology. As a result of extensive study and
technological advances, medical practitioners now
comprehend more than their colleagues in the 1970s.

It is vital to keep up to date in the industry by con-
tinuing your education. You will learn more knowledge
and activities necessary in stimulating the interest of
a dementia patient.

You Can Continue to Use Your Certification

Depending on your career, you must complete at
least ten continuing education credits every two years
to maintain your NHA certification. There are a variety
of courses available, and you can select the ones that
are most relevant to your interests. There’s no need to
panic if you’ve forgotten to re-enroll. In most cases, if
you'’ve had your certification expire for less than a year,
you can reactivate your credentials. Learn more about
the process of recertifying your credentials.

Continuing Education In Aishling Care Academy

Your employer, career, patients, and yourself will
all gain if you continue your education in the medical

Save the Date! iBAM! 2023: Honoring Colm Toibin; Literature,
Jimmy Keane; Music, Eileen Dunne; Journalism & more. Stay tuned

A@RN\
?

i IBAM 15 20235 NOUVEMBER 18-19

] v

JIrish Books Arts & Music

SINCE 1957

We use UPS to Ship Worldwide!
SEASONAL FALL HOURS!

sector. Whether for career development, certification,
or license renewal, your job as a caregiver is critical to
the well-being of your patients with dementia.

It is always a wise decision to invest in continued
education and training in institutes such as Aishling
Care Academy which offers courses specific to caring
for dementia patients. Caregivers who want to improve
their capabilities can take advantage of our continuing
education programs by attending evening sessions be-
ginning at 6 p.m. info@aishlingcareacademy.com

3 Outdoor Patios - 3 Special Events Rooms
Irish Cottage Room with Fireplace and Bar
Pri

e Rooms Parties to 300’
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PUR & RESTAUHANT

BEER GARDEM PARTY ROOM
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CHICAGO GAELIC PARK

A Chairde

Greetings from Gaelic Park,
As we turn the page on a new year, we wish Marian
Ryan a happy retirement and extend a warm welcome

to Michael Bennett, our incoming general manager. 2 7
Michael arrives with a deep background in food ser- Dail v Specia ls
vice and hospitality. He looks forward to building on

Eebruarylin'the Canraig Pub!

Marian’s successful tenure-continuing to honor our Irish d —r— e = m—
heritage and provide Irish hospitality to the broader uescay Trecnescay 1purseay Lricay =atureay
Michael on your next visit to Gaelic Park. TRINGO! 7pm Chop Dinner Dinner

It is not too early to mark your calendar for the
festive Irish season. All friends of Gaelic Park are

welcome to join us as we march in four St. Patrick’s —
Day parades: Oak Forest (3/4), Tinley Park(3/5), n er alnmen
Downtown Chicago (3/11), and South Side Irish (3/12). . : _

Ireland on Parade at Gaelic Park will once again host

Irish music and step-dancing performances over four FRIDAY SATURDAY
nights in March leading up to South Side Irish Sunday. - L
If you can’t wait until March to kick off your celebra- Feb 3 Feb 4

tions, The Merry Ploughboys Party is on Saturday, the

11th of February! Tickets are $25 and on sale in the Gerry Haughev Whiskey & HEII‘ITIOHY
Front Office or by calling (708) 687-9323. : .

Our annual Queen Contest is on the 4th of March

at 7:00 P.M. If you know an eligible young woman, Feb 10 Feb 11
encourage her to enter. Applications are available for " ; 5 :
download at www.chicagogaelicpark.com. The Gaelic Bernie Glim Damien Patrick
Park Gals hosted a successful Women'’s Little Christmas ; |

event on the 6th of January. More than 100 women

(including this BUNCO newbie) gathered for a lively Feb 17 Feb 18
evening. Contact gpgals1@outlook.com to receive up- Rav Gavin Kieran Byrne
dates for future events. This year marks Ireland’s new . |

public holiday, St. Brigid’s Day, on the 1st of February. ' Feb 24 Feb 25

As we move through the chilly winter months at Gaelic
Park, “May Brigid bless the house that shelters us.”

Noreen Lennon Hegarty
Gaelic Park Board Member

: Membership

v ANEW ) RENEWAL ' Family $50 | Individual $30

Gotham Ramblers Liam Durkin

E MName

¥ lost first inrhal
ESpouso,_____ Ierie et e e T e s s e

v (if joining) last first iritial

s Address ____

t siroat apf/unit §

E clty stcrfa 7p

: Donation enclosed § __ (Checks payable fo Chicago Gaelic Park)
Mail to: Chicage Gaslic Park Membership 6119 W 147th 5t Oak Forest [L 60452
i phone: 708.687.9323 fox: 708.687.0120

b www.chicagogaelicpark.org www. facebook. com/ChicagoGaelicPark

Appearing at
Newly engaged this holiday \ . Chlca’go Ga’ellc Pa'rk
season? Celebrate your big day ' X Saturday February 11. 2023
with us!l We have great dates | 7 ’
available for 2023 +2024. 5 - Tickets $25.00

Doors open 7:00pm ~ Show at 8:00pm

Email: banquet@chicagogaelicpark.org

Photo by Elle Taylor Photography g _ Chicago Gaelic Park - 6119 W. 147th Street - Oak Forest, Il. 60452

708-687-9323 / ChicagoGaelicPark.com


http://www.chicagogaelicpark.com

CHICAGO GAELIC PARK

Serving the social and cultural needs of the Irish community throughout Chicagoland

Gaelic Park St. Patrick’s Events

2023 v,
WEDNESDAY MARCH 1ST y )
Monthly Musical Luncheon 518 Q
12:00pmn - Reservations Required L
SATURDAY MARCH 4TH

St. Baldrick’s Childhood Cancer Research Charity
Doors open 11am - Head Shaving starts at Noon
Register to shave at www.StBaldricks.org/Events/Gaelic Park

SUNDAY MARCH 12TH
Monthly Mass & Irish Breakfast 9:30am
513 Adults / 58 Children

Ireland On Parade

Irish Step Dancing School Performances
March 10,14, 15 & 16

SUNDAY MARCH 12TH
Southside Irish Sunday!

Doors open Lpm * 4 Siages of Entertaimment
Food & Drink Available for Purchase

FRIDAY MARCH 17th - ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Annual Corned Beef & Cabbage Luncheon
11:00am - Tickets $35 in advance - Adults Only

The Carraig Pub Open for Lunch on
St. Patrick’s Day at 11:00am
Live Entertainment starting at Ipm

g W
Chicago Gaelic Park - 6119 W 147th Smeer - Osk Forest. IL &
TOB-687-9323 - www. chicagogaclicpark.org
b i, L

Gaalic Parik
Players

jvia QuiZ
and T":\a’a, 2023

v Gaelic Parlk

Adopt a county name for your team.

Approximately 15% of questions are Irish.

Open to teams of 6 @ $60 per team,

Singles are welcome @ $10 and will be placed upon a team.

$300 Cash Prize

Along with Trophies and Cup. Lots of fun and spot prizes.

Doors open 7pm - Quiz starts at 8pm - Cash Bar

To sign up, email John Devitt at
JohnDevitt67@ Gmail.com

If planning on having dinner at Gaelic Park,
Call 708-687-9323 for reservations.

AV . SAY. YAV . YA
QL4 OL 4 OL 4O
Gaelic Park & Julia’s Legacy of Hope

Raising Funds for

St. Baldric@

Fighting Childhood Cancer

Register on our 2023 Page
https://www.stbaldricks.org/events/GaelicPark

Great Raffle Baskets & Games! Kid*s Area with Crafits, Games, Snacks

Saturday, March 4, 2023
At Gaelic Park

Doors open 11am - Shaving starts at Noon
Food & Drink available [or purchase

Share vour photos on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoGaelicPark

Visit Julia's Legacy of Hope Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/juliaslegacy

Register and fundraise $50 or more to qualify
for your fundraising t-shirt. 5t. Baldrick"s will
reach out directly to arrange your t-shirt
delivery after event date,

) St.Baldrick’s
IV

- .*i.h'u:rgd @right Light

FOUNDATION e s

Cenguer Childhood Cancers

7
Chicago Gaelic Park is located at - 5119 W 147th Street - Qak Farest, Il

cHECK ouT THE PUB WEeBsITE!
www.CARRAIGIRISHPUB.cOM

Friday, March 31, 2023 at 7:30pm =

Join us for an Evening of Wine Tasting ﬁ
at Gaelic Park ':"'1

- Explore and expand your wine horizons

« Wine representatives on hand to provide
insider knowledge about their wines

- Wine tasting, light bites and fun!

Cost is $35 per person & includes light appetizers

Hosted by Gaelic Park
Wine presented by The Wine Thief Bistro & Specialty Wines, Frankfort

Warm smiles, fabulous wines, and good company!
Bottles of wine will be available for purchase/order.
it’s a great opportunity for you to acquire some great
wines to add to your wine collection,
or just for you to take home and enjoy!

Reserve your seat by Friday, March 24th
708-687-9323
Chicago Gaelic Park - 6119 W 147th Street - Oak Forest, 11
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CHICAGO GAELIC PARK

Serving the social and cultural needs of the Irish community throughout Chicagoland

Gaelic Park’s

March
Luncheon

Wednesday, March 01, 2023

Doors open at 12:00, Lunch is served at 1:00
$18.00 per person - Reserve your table now!

What a wonderful way to spend the afternoon catching
up with friends, enjoying a hearty meal of soup, salad,
a delicious entrée, along with dessert, tea and coffee.

Entertainment by Gerry Haughey

SAVE THE DATE!

IRISH FEST WEEKEND

IS BACKT!
AUGUST 25, 26, 27

Valentines Day

Dinner at the Carraig Pub

'T"\

Ll )

*’ Tuesday February 14, 2023

Dine-In only 5pm-8pm
$85.00 per couple

p

~

Entrée choices are Filet Mignon, Chicken Marsala or Grilled Salmon.

Your delicious meal starts off with ...
Chicken Vol au vent followed by Pear and Walnut Salad.

Served with a Double Baked Potato and Vegetable.
And our home-made desserts to share.
Choice of a bottle of red or white wine.

Chicago Gaelic Park
6119 W 147th Street Oak Forest, Il 60452

23 [wwwc

Reservations required 708-487-932

h

-hicogogoelicpark.com]

@ ChicagoGaelicPark — (@)

Reservations Only
Call 708-687-9323 today

The Carraig Irish Pub at Chicago Gaelic Park
6119 W 147th Street « Oak Forest, Il

www.chicagogaelicpark.com

A Deserving Billy Lawless to Receive 2023 Ireland Network’s IN Spirit Award 2-11

For many, Billy Lawless serves as the
face of the Irish diaspora in Chicago,
although his work has produced lasting
impacts on the health and success of
the diaspora well beyond this city and
even the Midwest. As a businessman,
restauranteur, immigration advocate
and Senator, Billy has given a voice
to the Irish abroad, provided jobs and
resources to Irish in need, and strength-
ened ties between the U.S. and Ireland.
He exemplifies the mission of Ireland
Network Chicago to connect with and
contribute to a more vibrant Irish com-
munity, and his heartfelt passion, call
to service and immeasurable generosity
of time and treasures sets an example
for us all.

The 2023 IN Spirit Award will be present-
ed at the Annual Ball, Saturday, February
11, 2023 at The Drake. Join us in congrat-
ulating the one and only Billy Lawless.

ABOUT BILLY LAWLESS

Billy Lawless, Sr. was born in 1950 in
Circular Road, Galway where he attend-
ed the Jesuit St. Ignatius College in 1962.
He grew up in a dairy farming family
supplying milk to restaurants and hotels
in Galway. In 1977, Billy started in the
hospitality business as owner of Gallows
Pub and Restaurant and Taaffes Pub in
Galway. He became President of the
Vintners (Restaurants & Pubs) Federation
of Ireland in 1982. In 1991 he contested
a seat for Galway City Council. In 1993,
he became Chairman of the Galway West
Constituency Fine Gael Political Party,
which is now in government. From 1992
to 1997, he was the owner of the Twelve
Pins Hotel Barna in Co. Galway, Ireland.

Billy emigrated to Chicago in 1998 and
opened his first Irish pub in Wrigleyville.
In 2001 he formed the Chicago Irish
Pub/Restaurant Association. He now

owns with his family The Gage, Acanto
& Dearborn Restaurants on Michigan
Avenue and the Loop. His son Billy Jr.
and partner own The Dawson & Coda di
Volpe restaurants. The five restaurants
now have over 400 employees.

After years of informal leadership
within Chicago’s Irish immigrant commu-
nity, Billy was approached to take a more
public role and founded the Chicago
Celts for Immigration Reform. This led
to his becoming a member of the Board
of Directors of the Illinois Coalition for
Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) in
2009. In 2011 he was a founder member
of the bi-partisan American Business
Immigration Coalition and has been
Co-Chairman of the Galway Chicago
Sister Cities Committee 1998 to 2021.

In 2014, Billy introduced President
Obama at the Copernicus Center Chicago,
when the President introduced his DACA
Executive Order for immigration reform.
In 2015, Billy received an Honorary Doc-

torate of Laws from NUIG and Freedom
of the City of Galway. In 2016, Taoiseach
Enda Kenny appointed Billy to the Seanad
becoming the first Senator to represent
emigrants & the wider Diaspora. That
same year, Billy founded VotingRights.ie
to give Irish Citizens worldwide a vote in
our Presidential election. A referendum
will be held on the issue in 2023. In 2021,
Billy received the Irish Presidential Dis-
tinguished Service Award.

ABOUT THE IN SPIRIT AWARD

The IN Spirit Award demonstrates our
profound gratitude for an individual’s
incredible service to the Irish commu-
nity and is presented each year at the
Annual Ball each February in front of
our members, partners and supporters.
2019 - Bill Gainer, Galway/Chicago Sister
City and Cork/Cook County Partnership
2020 - Dan O’Donnell, Armitage Hardware
2022 - Cliff Carlson, Irish American News
2023 - Billy Lawless, Sr., businessman
and politician

7

President Barack Obama and Billy Lawless
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DeLorean: North to Alaska
By James Bartlett

Powered by a flux capacitor, the DelLorean travelled
through time on the big screen, yet few people imagined
one of the iconic vehicles would end up a few miles from
the North Pole.

Home to some 32,000 people, Fairbanks is the second
largest city in the 665,000 square miles of Alaska, and the
small, Christmas-obsessed town of North Pole is around
14 miles southeast of its downtown.

The Alaska Highway ends in Fairbanks, and in 2017
Robert Prince (pictured) decided to drive his DeLorean
over 2000 miles from Michigan, USA, into Canada, before
tackling the challenging 1,390 miles of the famous road:

“I was going on a one-year sabbatical from my job in

the Journalism Department at the University of Alaska e

Fairbanks, so it seemed the best time to buy the car and
get to know it a bit before | came back up here to work. |
also had saved up some money.”

He hasn’t driven it much since, he admits, “because
while living in Fairbanks can be amazing, and there’s no
place like it in the world, we get just four hours of very
dim sunlight from November through the end of January.”

In practice, this means that his DeLorean (VIN 10381)
“hibernates throughout the winters because they are
brutally cold and icy, but bringing the car out is always
a wonderful part of spring, after not being able to drive
it for so long.”

As you might expect, Prince, 45, gets amazing reactions
when he does take the car out for a drive:

“I like to say it’s the Dolly Parton of cars, because it

Vi

_ Master
Y. Your Money
o) i By Mike Corrigan
3 7
Who is Going to

Take Care of Momma?

Many of us have had to ask this question (or we will in
the future), when mom or dad’s health changes and they
can’t care for themselves.

“If I only knew then what | know now.” It’s a phase that
most of us will use at least once-perhaps many times as
we age. We face a new situation with little knowledge
and much trepidation and inevitably, we discover that
there was a better way to handle things.

Such is the case that a family friend faced with his
mother. He and his siblings were completely unprepared
for what they were about to go through. Mom’s cogni-
tive health was noticeably changing. She was confusing
the microwave with the oven. She was having trouble
remembering things. She would repeat stories.

The dad was still around but he was 5 years older and
has his own medical issues. Diabetes plus some arthritis

4701 WesT 63ro Streer CHICAGO

773.767.4353
7959 West 1591+ Streer TINLEY Park

708.633.7500
Mape FresH Daivy: FuLL Line oF
lrisH Sausace

Brack Pubping
WHite Pupbing

< Winstons

ImrorTED FOODS

o ol ol oy i ol e oy o o el e o

Product Available
at Fine Irish Shops

S'DD""NBRE""D All Over Chicagoland
Corn Beer WE SHIP UPS
Smoke Burrs

anywhere in the U.S.

Making Five lmisH Sausace For over 40 Years!

=,

)
UL e
)

i e el

" A e ,,ﬁe\_ﬁ- S ]
doesn’t matter who you are, what you do for a living, how
much money you have, everyone loves it. If a DeLorean
could run for president, it would win in a landslide! Peo-
ple just love this car, and that’s my favorite thing about
it. Just seeing it makes peoples’ day,” he says, laughing
when he adds that his girlfriend “thinks it’s awesome,
though my ex-wife did not!”

Like many owners he was a fan of the Back to the Future
films, but he bought his own because he “fell in love with
the story of the car, and | felt that owning one would be
in his back and knees, so not very mobile, and
his hearing was going. So, when mom asked a
question or told a story he couldn’t hear her.

— the ultimate way to relive the 1980s.”

Even today, some are surprised to learn that the famous
stainless-steel vehicles with gull-wing doors are not only
real, but were originally built at a factory at Dumurry,
Belfast, and that thousands are still being driven around
the world.

“Thanks to living thousands of miles away from every-
thing | haven’t been to Belfast,” says Prince, who is the
editor of DeLorean World magazine, “though | have made
the pilgrimage to John DelLorean’s grave because he’s
buried in Detroit, not far from where | grew up and my
mom lives. It’s just a small plaque on the ground with a
picture of a DeLorean - and when | visited, someone had
left a toy Hot Wheels DeLorean as a tribute.”

The DeLorean blueprints, unsold cars, tools and many
remaining spare parts were bought in 1997, and since
then DMC has operated a thriving repair and restoration
business from its Texas headquarters. Luckily Prince
hasn’t needed their services often, except for one thing
that is a very common Alaskan problem:

“My car has a crack in the windscreen. | would like to
replace it, but it would cost over $1,000, so | just live
with it for now. Also, this is an extremely rural state, and
you can get quite the towing bill if you break down in the
middle of nowhere,” he adds.

As for the future, Prince had just finished editing a
documentary about his lengthy 2017 drive to Fairbanks,
but he will in fact be leaving Alaska this year:

“After 18 years of adventures, I’'m ready to live close to
an lkea again. But this time my DeLorean will be coming
with me in a trailer.”
home all day. With both spouses working that would
mean one of them would have to quit their job. Whom
would it be?

My friend and his siblings were
married with their own families.
Some lived out of state and some
nearby. Each of the siblings had
different financial situations. All had typical
challenges many of us have with trying to raise
our own families. Kids in Catholic schools
playing sports (both grammar and high school).
Both spouses working with hectic schedules
and responsibilities.

Then mom is diagnosed with Alzheimer and the doc-
tor tells them there is no way of knowing how long she
would be safe at home. So, there were decisions to be
made and not a lot of time to make them as the disease
progressed. Dad wasn’t going to be able to adequately
take care of her.

Deciding how to take care of mom was no small task.
They had to figure out what kind of care would be needed
and how to pay for it. OR have mom move in with one
of the siblings. But that would mean someone could be
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with Margaret O'Connor, Bre
and Siobhainn O'Connor

This is a dilemma many adult children face
when mom or dad suffers a heart attack or
a stroke or takes an unexpected fall. Or, is
diagnosed with an ultimately fatal disease.

Then the questions become...”how much
money do mom and dad have, what about
dad’s pension, social security” And... what
about insurance? Will Medicare cover the
care mom needs?” “How are we going to
pay for this care if mom & dad don’t have
the resources?” God forbid if both need care at the
same time.

Then the possibility of finger pointing among siblings
of who should have known or who should have been
more involved with mom and dad’s finances. It usually
doesn’t end well and life savings are lost and homes
have to be sold.

We all probably have a story to tell. Mostly, sad and
very costly. Could be devastating if it happens to you. The
national average for a private room in a nursing home is
$300 daily while semi-private is $260.
Assisted Living Facility national aver-
age is $4500 per month.

The typical hourly rate for a home
health aide is $27. Adult day services is
$78 per day. These are TODAY’s costs.
Think about what they might be in the
future as the baby boomers begin to
require care.

This means $50,000 to over $100,000
per year and growing. Are you pre-
pared for that? How do you not GO
BROKE in dealing with this unknown
future liability?

There are a few government incen-
tives to help pay for long-term care.
There are programs available whereby
you can “re-purpose” a portion of your
IRA or annuity or savings to leverage it
to be worth 3 times to pay for care.
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Example: $50,000 IRA value would
be worth $150,000 if you had to
pay for long-term care.

And if you don’t need care,
you still have some or all of your
money to pass on to your children
so you don’t die broke.

If you want more information
take a few-question long-term
care survey by scanning the code
below with your cell phone. We
will send you more information on
“better ways to handle things”.
Michael A. Corrigan mike@cor-
riganfs.com Corrigan Financial

f.

1490 AM

Services, Inc. 708-215-5100
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Rebel Music Fest to
Benefit Danny Golden

A local nonprofit has organized an Irish
Rebel Music Fest to benefit Chicago Police
Officer Danny Golden, who was left par-
alyzed from the waist down while trying
to break up a fight outside a bar over the
summer in the Far South Side.

The feature act of the night will be Derek
Warfield & The Young Wolfe Tones. After
spending nearly 40 years as founder, lead-
er and front man of the legendary Wolfe
Tones (named after the 18th century Irish
Revolutionary Theobald Wolfe Tone), Derek
Warfield is revered as a singer, songwriter,
historian and entertainer in all parts of the
world where Irish roots have been put down.
The Wolfe Tones enjoyed phenomenal suc-
cess with 13 best-selling albums, 3 number
one hits, many television appearances and
shows in esteemed venues such as New
York’s Carnegie Hall and The Royal Albert
Hall in London.

Local legend Kieran Byrne will be one of
the opening acts along with The Chancers
and The Chicago Garda Pipe and Drum Corps.

The event will be held at Gaelic Park in
Oak Forest on:

Sunday February 26 starting at 6:00 pm.
The music will go for 4 hours and then the
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CHARITY BENEFIT
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RisH REBEL @@ MUSIC FesT

KIERAN BYRNE
THE CHAMNCERS

' FEATURING

FOrR THE BENERT OF

CHICAGO GARDA PIPES & DRUMS

DEREK WARFIELD & THE YOUNG WOLFE TONES

Sunday, February 26 | 6-10 pm

Gaelic Park-s119 147+ street, 0ak Forest, IL 60452

TICKETS $50
AL e e B D0 M- e M e
Aesturing -dereh -warfeld-dhe-

young-wolle-Eonas-tick

Scan QR Code for Tickets

musicians will lead a sing song in the Car- [

raig Pub.

Tickets are $50.00 and are available on
Eventbrite.com under Irish Rebel Music
Fest featuring Derek Warfield & The Young
Wolfe Tones.

In the early morning on July 10, Golden,
a six-year member of the department, was
out celebrating with friends and family near
104th and Western.

Golden was shot in the back after a
verbal altercation turned into a bar fight
that ended with two people shot, officials
said. Prosecutors have said Golden was not
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involved in the fight and was trying to men have been charged in the shooting

break it up.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys
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and have pled not guilty.
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after he was shot. Soon later, he learned he
was paralyzed from the waist down.

Tom Herion, leader of the Chicago Pipe and
Drum Corp. is close to the Golden family and
said “Danny is working hard on his rehab every
day at the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab and he is
learning how to drive a car”.

A special group of Irish men and women
have been responsible for preservation of the
tradition of Irish ballad singing over the past 50
years. Derek Warfield is a distinguished name
among them. Derek Warfield and The Young
Wolfe Tones are bringing that musical tradition
forward with a reverence for Ireland’s past and
the energy and optimism of a new generation
of Irish musicians.

Derek Warfield & The Young Wolfe Tones
are thrilled to be celebrating 14 years On the
One Road and are delighted to be celebrating
it in style with the release of a new CD “Let
The Free Birds Fly” released in June 2022, and
performances all over America including some
great Irish American Festivals & Venues. You
can find their tour dates at www.theyoung-
wolfetones.com.

Derek said, “We’re presenting an old tra-
dition in a new package - and I've the same
passion for it now as | had when it all started
50 years ago!”

After nearly 40 years performing, the leg-
endary Wolfe Tones parted with their founder
and leader - Derek Warfield. No other Irish
folk group, before or since, told the story of
Ireland so completely and unapologetically.
But for Derek’s hunger and desire to continue
to further the story of Ireland through song,
an ancient tradition might have lost perhaps
its most iconic figure. In 2008, Derek put to-
gether a band containing some of the finest
musicians and singers in Irish music - The Young
Wolfe Tones.

Derek Warfield & The Young Wolfe Tones

Damaris Woods from Co. Meath and is rec-

Golden was taken to Advocate Christ ognized as one of the foremost banjo players

have not said what led to the fight. Three Medical Center in suburban Oak Lawn in Irish music.

Finn's
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12 Apostles of Ireland

This month | want to remember some
saints, the chosen twelve. They are all
roughly from the 5th Century. | was born
on St. Bridget’s day, which is February 1
and starts the season of Spring in Ireland.
| will give a little background of each
these 12 “apostles”.

Ciaran of Saigir[, also known as Ciaran
mac Luaigne was one of the 12 apostles
of Ireland and is considered the first saint
to have been born in Ireland. Although
the legend that he preceded St. Patrick is
questionable, however St. Patrick wasn’t
from Ireland. Ciaran was bishop of and
remains the patron saint of the Diocese of
Ossary, Kilkenny. | am also from Kilkenny,
the city of the Cats.

His feast day is celebrated on the 5th
of March. He is sometimes called Saint
Ciaran the Elder to distinguish him from
the other 6th-century Irish also named
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St. Ciaran.

Saint Ciaran of Clonmacnoise, Ciaran
mac an tSaeir (“son of the carpenter”),
the first abbot of Clonmacnoise, Offaly.
He is sometimes called Ciaran the Young-
er to distinguish him from the 5th-centu-
ry Saint Ciaran the Elder.

Saint Brendan of Birr, Offaly, He was a
monk and later an abbot. He is known as
“St Brendan the Elder” to distinguish him
from his contemporary and friend St Bren-
dan the Navigator of Clonfert, Galway.

In early Christian Ireland the druid
tradition was replaced with the spread of
the new faith. Brendan became a pupil
at the monastic school at Clonard Abby,
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Meath. Twelve students who
studied under St. Finian be-
came known as the Twelve
Apostles of Ireland.

Brendan of Clonfert, He is
also referred to as Brendan
the Navigator. He is mainly known for his
legendary voyage to find the “Isle of the
Blessed” which is sometimes referred to
as “Saint Brendan’s Island”.

Saint Brendan’s feast day is celebrated
on 16 May.

Columba of Terryglass, Tipperary, the
son of Ninnidh, a descendant of Crin-
thainn, King of Leinster. Columba was a
disciple of St. Finnian of Clonard, Meath.

Columba resolved to go to Rome and
bring back some relics of Saints Peter
and Paul.

When Saint Finnian was in extreme
suffering from the plague, he sent for
Columba to administer Holy Viaticum
(which are the last rights). Columba
himself died of the plague.

Columba or Colmcille was a mission-
ary evangelist credited with spreading
Christianity in Scotland. He founded the
Abby on lona, which became a dominant
religious and political institution in the
region for centuries. He is the patron
saint of Derry.

Mobhi Clarainech He was the abbot of a
monastery in Glasnevin, where he was a
teacher. He was a relative of St. Bridget.

Mobhi was the teacher of a monastic
school, where he was the tutor of many
influential Irish saints.

St. Ruadan founded the monastery
of Lorrha, Tipperary near Terryglass. He
was known for his prophesies. “. His feast
day is 15 April. Ruadan was born in Tara,
Meath. Life for the monks would have
been tough but simple, rising early from
their beds which would have consisted of
rushes or straw mats placed on the bare
ground. They then would pray and fast
between their domestic chores. The set-
tlement would have been self-sufficient
in those days providing everything from
food, clothing, to shelter.

St. Senan mac Geircinn founder of Inis
Cathaig, Clare, Ireland. According to the
legend, his mother entered labour while
walking through the woods; when she
grasped a tree branch for support, it is
said to have blossomed to foretell the
virtues of the saint. The translation of
“Senan “little old wise man.” Senan was
well read and an exceptional traveler in
such times, travelling to England (see the
village of Senan in Cornwall) Only men
were allowed on Scattery Island while
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Senan was there, and legend has it that
when his sister, St Conainne died, she
willed it that she would be buried near
Senan. To stay true to his own edicts, Sen-
an waited until low tide to bury her in the
inter-tidal zone, which was not officially
the “island”, thus fulfilling his sister’s
wish, while not breaking his own rules.

Ninnidh (meaning one eyed) -. He is
associated with shores of Lough Erne,
Fermanagh and particularly the island of
Inishmacsaint.

After St. Patrick’s time, the Celtic
Church was divided into many territories
and ruled by Abbots of Monasteries, only
some of whom were Bishops. St. Ninnidh
built a monastery on Inishmacsaint Isle
(near Devenish) circa 530A.D. and using
the waterways of the time cared for the
people from the Erne as far as the sea,
sending his priests and monks to the local
Churches.

Saint Laisrén mac Nad Froich was the
patron saint of Fermanagh, Laisrén is the
subject of both a Latin and an Irish Life.
Laisrén is chiefly known as the founder of
a monastery at Devenish,

Cainnech of Aghaboe, Louth, also
known as Saint Canice in Ireland, He
wrote a commentary on the Gospels,
which for centuries was known as
the Glas-Choinnigh

Most of what is written about Cain-
nech’s life is based on tradition, however
he was considered a man of virtue, great
eloquence and learning. A lot of what is
known of Cainnech comes from legend.
St. Canice’s Catholic Church, Kilkenny
near my home.

| wanted to highlight these saints/
apostles to emphasize the importance of
saints in our Irish culture.

Catholics venerate the saints and look
to them as examples of lives well lived in
the faith. Many find comfort in the knowl-
edge that holy people shared in their
same struggles, sins, doubts, or hardships
and ask specific saints to pray for them.
Faith, family, respect, ambition, kindness
are core values of saints.

They are believed to be people of heroic
virtue and after their death have a priv-
ileged place in heaven, we believe they
are alive in heaven, and we ask them to
help us and be mediators for us with God.

It doesn’t say in the Bible to pray to
saints, but it is in our faith culture that we
do this. We are only required to believe
in the communion of saints, meaning we
on Earth are united with the Saints in
Heaven.

Questions, please call (708) 425-7021
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The Only

Constant Is Change

As a young boy, along with many
others, | had designs to be a Fire-
man, Gunslinger or Jungle Explorer
when | grew up. These were exciting
occupations at the time and very
suitable to my keen sense of ad-

| was then grad-
uating towards
¥ less exciting and
u'; physical positions
.- towards ones that
g were somewhat
) dull but paid more.
And there were times over the years
when my head was full of schedules,
deadlines, HR issues and the like
when | would gaze out of the office
window and wonder ‘was it too late
to run away and join the circus?’
Do you ever dream of doing some-
thing completely different, not just
something similar to what you are

Many surveys have shown that only
about 10% of people who dream of
changing their careers actually turn
their ideas into reality. This is often
forced on them through losing their
job or other drastic changes. There
is also another disturbing statistic
which says that over 80% of us are
in jobs we shouldn’t be in.

When changing careers, you should
not worry too much about your spe-
cific skills. Matching your values, life
experiences and attitudes to your
new environment and being curious
and adaptable are much more cru-
cial for how well you will get on and

‘If you always do what you always did,then you'll always
get what you always got’

venture. However, as | progressed
through the various stages of edu-
cation, | started to move away from
these ‘dream careers’ as they were
either not paying enough annual in-
come or they simply did not exist in
the real world. That was a great pity
and a big disappointment for me.

doing today? Many of us tend to stay
in situations that can make us unhap-
py in our working life. This is some-
times called the ‘golden handcuffs’
problem. When you’re very good at
what you do, it is almost impossible
to convince yourself to give it up,
even if it doesn’t make you happy.
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you can learn the elements of the
new job afterwards as a secondary
consideration.

Real change can be hard to
achieve. Indeed, as individuals we
call for change in all aspects of our
society. We do not want to bring
our car to a mechanic who does not
have the latest computer diagnostic
equipment or entrust ourselves to
a doctor that does not have access
to the latest information and tech-
niques in health care. However,
when it comes to changing the way
we operate in our own professional
lives we sometimes do not see the
need for it. In life, as the old saying
goes, we can be certain of only two
things, death and taxes. Indeed, we
can also be assured of a third, and
that is change.

‘If you change the way you look
at things, the things you look at
change’ - Wayne Dyer.
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George Mitchell Fundraiser Sunday, April 30th

The Emerald Isle, 6686 N. Northwest Hwy,
Chicago, IL 60631 2-8pm (Live Music, Raffles, Food)

George Mitchell, native
of Co. Limerick, Ireland,
moved to Chicago in 2017.
On a very windy day in April
of 2022, he lost control of
his motorcycle and was
involved in a life-threat-
ening accident. This ac-
cident left George with a
life-changing spinal cord
injury and he is now para-
lyzed from the chest down.
He spent months in the
hospital fighting to live,
had several surgeries, and
afterwards was transferred
for a short period of time
to Shirley Ryan Ability Lab
(formerly RIC) for rehabili-
tation and physical therapy.
The Committee is raising
funds to assist in dealing
with the financial costs of
his injury. The funds raised

Major League Rugby Chicago Hou

The Chicago Hounds will com-
pete as 12th MLR team in the
2023 season

Major League Rugby (MLR)
unveiled the team name, logo,
and color scheme for its newest
franchise, the Chicago Hounds.
Commissioner George Killebrew
was joined by Chicago Hounds
Head Coach Sam Harris and cur-
rent players Mike Mattarazzo,
Sydney Shoop, and Caleb Strum,
all of whom were selected by Chi-
cago in the MLR expansion draft.

The Hounds will compete in
MLR’s Western Conference, don-
ning team colors of green and sky
blue. Chicago will play its inau-
gural match on the road at Old
Glory DC on Saturday, February
18. The team’s home opener at
SeatGeek Stadium in Bridgeview,
IL will be on Sunday, March 4 vs
the Utah Warriors.

“We are thrilled to add the
Chicago Hounds to Major League
Rugby for the 2023 season,” said
MLR Commissioner George Kille-
brew. “Chicago is one of the best

sports towns in North America and
we couldn’t be happier to be part
of the competitive landscape.
Rugby has a long-time tradition in
the city and throughout Northern
[llinois and we look forward to
growing the game even further.”

Led by longtime Chicago rugby
players and fans Matt Satchwell
and Phil Groves, the Chicago MLR
Founders Group is deeply com-
mitted to rallying Chicago’s com-
munity spirit to establish rugby
as America’s next great sporting
pastime. Satchwell, an attorney
who also serves as Board Chair,
has been playing rugby his entire
life and for the past 20 years in
Chicago. Groves is president of
DAC Management and a part team

Time to laugh your sins off!
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Greenhouse Theater Center

nds Season

will be George’s sole
source of income.

To purchase a $100
Raffle ticket, please
contact: Martin Lally
630-675-6399

For info or to donate
(monetarily, raffle priz-
es, food) or are interest-
ed in helping,contact:

Peter Moore 312-339-
6543 -- Nora Delance
847-668-3226 -- Dom-
inic Bracken 708-663-
1795

For monetary dona-
tions, checks can be
made out to George
Mitchell Fund and sent
directly to:

George Mitchell Ben-
efit Fund, c/o Signature
Bank, 7292 W. Devon
Ave, Chicago, IL 60631

Opens Soon
owner who has been playing
with and sponsoring rugby
teams in Chicago and around
the world for years. Chicago
MLR CEO James English led
Rugby United New York to
the semi-final in 2019 as their
first GM, and Irish rugby leg-
ends Rob and Dave Kearney
round out the Founders with
their collective decades of
world-class rugby on the
pitch and civic leadership off
the pitch.

“This is a special day for
all of us,” said English. “We
are very excited to formal-
ly introduce the Chicago
Hounds name, as well as our
logo and team colors. This
organization plans to con-
tinue growing the game of
rugby at the grassroots level
here in Chicago and build a
fanbase that can be proud of
the way our team operates
and competes.”https://
www.majorleague.rugby/
schedules

Sister says:

g What are you
waiting for?

Box Office: T73-404-7336

2257 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicage HTTPS://WWW.CGREENHOUSETHEATER.ORC
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14. Land grouping off the west coast

Answers next month & online 1st week MARCH

ACROSS 1. Asner and Begley
4. Dry Mongolian expanse
8. Motif

Condensed moisture

of Ireland, goes with 21 across

. Assumed

. One prefix

. 3 feet

. Take to jail

. Force

. See 14 across

. Like Lucifer

. Apiece

. Recital numbers

. One who tries

. Pianist and fiddler

. Paradise

. Barriers for family fun
."___ Only Just Begun”

. Crazy

. Univ. College Dublin attendee
. Good deal

. Linguist Chomsky

. Famed lioness

. Bullfighter

. Bay on the west coast of Ireland
. Edit

. Career descriptions

. Stomach muscles, for short
. One of the Furies

. Piques

. Pro vote

. Puts up on Facebook

. Actor Frobe of "Goldfinger"
. Insidious

DOWN

1. Draws forth
2. From the beginning
3.Takea __ __the ocean (2 words) 63, Anger

4. "Let’s Get It On" singer

2 3 4 H] ]
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5. Kind of thermometer

6. Place for a drink

7. Privately owned (business)
8. Religious scrolls

9. Rhino's weapon

10. Barely managed, with "out”
11. Trunk growth

12. Suffix with persist

15. Baby bottom sprinkles
20. Put in the ground

22. R.S.V.P. facilitator, abbr.
26. Drink that may be served hot
or cold

. Lob's trajectory

. Spanish for sun

. Solid foam

. Drapers’ measure, abbr.
. Wide shoe specification
. Hosp. staffers

. Stitch

37. Cries of pain

. Speculate

. ALaw and Order version
. Auto with a meter

. Wood sorrel

2. Black Sea nation, abbr.

. Passes

. Acknowledge, in a way
48. Spiritual path

. For ever

. Novelist Allende

. Deny

. "Live and Let Die" villain
. Prefix with drama

. Sugary drinks

. Finesse

. Attendee

. Helper, abbr.

61. Door knock

JAN CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Celebrating the Reopening of the M J Ward
Public House in Sligo on Neap Tide in Co. Sligo

By Judy Prescott

As a 2016 ‘blow-in’ to the Wild
Atlantic Way on first viewing a
4 x 4 slowly edging across wet
sand past the mid-1800s concrete
pillars from Sligo’s Cummeen
Strand to Coney Island, a snap-
shot of the 1977 film ‘a bridge
too far’ sprung to mind. Had
the tides been accounted for?
Was there a Plan B, or indeed a
Plan C? Indeed since 2016, the
RNLI has offered a text advisory
service launched described as ‘a
perfect example of a community
on the coast identifying a risk
and working collaboratively to
help save lives at sea.” Despite
perfection, parked cars are reg-
ularly inundated, reflection of
mankind’s capacity to indulge in
imperfection.

Inishmulclohy or Coney Island
(Irish word for rabbit is coinin;
the English ‘Coney’
derived from latin
cuniculus, a small
channel or bur-
row) is a 400 acre
island situated im-
mediately between
Rosses Point and the
Coolera peninsula
in Sligo Bay. In 1841
Coney Island had
124 inhabitants.
Electricity arrived
by underground ca-
ble in 1999 when ;
Margaret McGowan was delighted
to be able to acquire a colour
television, washing machine
and freezer. In the 2006 census
there were six permanent resi-
dents, and in the 2016 three, one
family whose connections trace

= Lo o el HE st . it
back to the 1750s. Marie Perret,
nee McGowan, the final ‘woman
from Coney Island to tie the
knot’ (2013), inherited the ‘Mi-
chael J Ward’ (who in the 1911
census was 12, Roman Catholic
and could read and write) pub
run by her father, the late John

P ey,

McGowan ‘King of Coney Island,’
who passed in June 2018.
Amidst the uncertain future
generally for pubs in rural Ire-
land, Marie opens the pub in the
summer season to serve residents
and visitors. This year, in collab-
oration with Lough Gill Brewery,
the Lincoln’s in the Railway Bar
(food) and events organiser Sligo
Live, she hosted ‘The Neap Tide
Coney Island Festival’ funded by
the Sligo County Council and the
Department of Tourism, Arts,
Culture Gaeltacht, Sports and the
Media under their Local Live Per-
formance Programming Scheme.
This national but county-deliv-
ered effort reflects Ireland’s com-
mitment to revitalise an industry
devasted by Covid lockdowns.
‘Neap tide’ refers to the lowest
tide of the year which results in
Coney Island being accessible

from the mainland throughout
the day. The event sold out even
as it was announced.

A group of local traditional in-
strumentalists opened the day’s
events with a session of polkas,
reels and jigs, as well as a set that

brought dancers to their feet.
This was followed by Stephen
Gormley (Moon Looks On) whose
performance ranged from blues,
to a bodhran-accompanied piece
reflecting his encounter with a
marine, to a song written during a
stay on the island and another in-

g
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spired by his grandmother’s sing-
ing and childhood visits to Cool-
aney perched in the nearby Ox
Mountains which hover over the
southern horizon from the island’s
point of view; he concluded with
his new title album song ‘Razor
Wire Skies.’” Local legends Sandy
Kelly and Seamie O’Dowd also se-
lected tunes embracing multiple
musical traditions and exhibiting
the breadth of their mastery from
Tom Moore to Johnny Cash. The
Old Market Swing Band, No Crows
and Old Hannah further revealed
what makes Sligo a true musical
mecca offering something for
every visitor’s musical tastebuds.
Attendees expressed the hope
that this would be the island’s
first Coney Island Neap Tide Fes-
tival with more to follow, adding
to the existing Sligo musical
calendar like the Sligo Jazz fes-
tival (July), Sligo

Baroque Festival

(September), Sligo | i

Live (Octobery), Sli-
go Summer Festi-
val (June), Cairde

(July) and Fiddler
petition (Octo-
the year, weekly

held at Connolly’s,
the Dunes, Strand-
hill, Lillies, Shoot the Crows,
Gracie’s Bar, McLynns, Earlies
and numerous other pubs, as
well as Hawkswell Theatre with
its trad@lunch series in the sum-
mer and its new venture locals@
lunch launching in September

(initially celebrating women’s
contributions).

This rich living musical tra-
dition contributes to making
Sligo appeal to employers and
employees who treasure a life/
work balance for themselves,
their family and friends.

Arts Festival |
of Dooney com- |
ber). Throughout |

eventsandgigsare |. %

How St Valentine Ended
Up Buried in a Dublin Church

Relics of the martyred St Val-
entine are enshrined in a Dublin
city-center church, thanks to a
bit of Irish charm

Every year in and around St
Valentine’s Day, couples from far
and wide make a beeline for the
Shrine of St Valentine in Whitefri-
ar Street Church in Dublin.

Over the last few decades the
church in Aungier Street, main-
tained by the Carmelite order,
has become a traditional place of
pilgrimage for all kinds of lovers.

Complete with an altar and
life-size statue of St Valentine,
the shrine contains an alarmed
casket enclosing a number of St
Valentine’s bones and a vial of
his blood.

An inscription on the casket,
or reliquary, reads: ‘This shrine

bi i.'
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contains the sacred body of Saint
Valentinus the Martyr, together
with a small vessel tinged with
his blood.’

Yes, it is true - St Valentine is
enshrined in Dublin! So just how
did the relics of the patron saint
of love end up in the centre of
the Irish capital?

Unfortunately, the story started
with a rather gruesome end to
his life. It’s believed that on 14
February around the year 270 AD,
Valentine, then working as a holy
priest, was beaten with clubs and
then beheaded for defying the
Emperor Claudius Il, known as
‘Claudius the Cruel’.

Believing that Roman men were
unwilling to join the army be-
cause of their strong attachment
to their wives and families, Clau-
dius had banned all marriages
and engagements to get rid of
the problem. Valentine, realising
the injustice of the decree, defied

Wi’ Claudius and continued to per-

form marriages for young lovers
in secret. The martyred remains
of Valentine were buried in Rome.

Enter into the equation an Irish
priest, Father John Spratt. In the

L g

1800s he was a famous preacher,
and one of his many fans was none
other than Pope Gregory XVI.

One time Father Spratt was
invited to speak at a church in
Rome, where Pope Gregory was
among those listening to him.
It is said that in thanks and in
admiration for the Irish priest’s
oratory, Pope Gregory gifted him
the reliquary of St Valentine’s
remains.

Duly taken to Ireland, the rel-
iquary arrived in Dublin on 10
November 1836, in a wooden
casket with Pope Gregory XVI’s
coat of arms, accompanied by a
letter attesting to the contents
of the casket.

Over time, the saint’s remains
were gradually forgotten about,
until a new shrine to Valentine
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was constructed in the 1950s. Its
popularity has continued to grow
ever since.

Throughout the year, the
Whitefriar Street Church regu-
larly hosts visitors paying their
respects to the patron saint of
love - but there is always a no-
table rise in pilgrims around St
Valentine’s Day. If you can, visit
St Valentine’s Shrine on 14 Feb-
ruary itself, as the church holds
special sermons and blessing of
rings ceremonies.

After your visit, enjoy more
Dublin city sites including Trin-
ity College Dublin, Dublin Cas-
tle, the Guinness Storehouse,
EPIC The Irish Immigration Mu-
seum and more. Dublin is filled
with cosy pubs and restaurants
where you can enjoy a romantic
evening for two. The Celt pub
offers an experience like no
other - an evening of folklore,
fine food, traditional Irish mu-
sic, and dance. Or head to The
Woollen Mills Eating House and
dine with a lovely view of the
Ha’peny Bridge over the River
Liffey.

www.ireland.com
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Sheila's Carpet Shampooligans

* SUPERIOR CARPET 50IL EXTRACTION, PLUS:

PET STAIN REMOVAL

PET ODOR REMOVAL
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
ALLERGY TREATMENT
CARPET SANITIZING

CAR INTERIOR CLEANING
FLOOD WATER EXTRACTION
GREEN CLEANING UPON REQUEST
OTHER SPOT AND STAIN REMOVAL

EXPERT SERVICE, SPECIALIZED CARE

OVER 12 YEARS OF FLOOR CARE EXPERIENCE
847-636-2529 sheilapenny@comcast.net

R R R N

All Irish Authors or Irish-themed books only
We all know Irish authors are among the best!
Readers: Check us out
Authors: List your book for 2 years at a one time cost of $65!
additional books @ $20 each. (all sales are yours to keep)

www.irishBooksite.com

3 |rish Community Services

working for a vibrant, connected and caring Irish community

773.282.8445
irishchicago.org

U.S. Citizenship

37’1"0}!&1'&“0" Clasees

]! Classes are FREE and hosted Online
773.282.8445 )

irishchicago.org

IMMIGRATION CONSULTATION

Free 30-minute consultations with an immigration professional

In-Person at Chicago Gaelic Park

Saturday,4th February
10am. —1pm.
« U.5. Citizenship

« Family Petitions
= Green Card Renewal = Adjustment of Status
Appointment Required: 773.282.8445 irishchicago.org

COMMUNITY @
PLAYGROUP

L ECMAMLI Y
CSERVICE 5

WEEKLY DROP-IN GROUP 10:0, VESDAYS
FOR CAREGIVERS “f;i’;,;*ﬂser?afm;jjﬁﬂm
& YOUNG CHILDREN YAYE eacor gon R

CRAFTS - MUSIC- GAMES - STORYTELLING- TOYS - AND MORE!

OIS, PAUL
IRISH ECHO 40 UNDER 40

The Board and Staff of Irish Community Services
congratulate our Director, Paul Dowling, on his
selection as one of The Irish Echo’s "40 Under 40!

IRISH

At the Irish American Heritage Center

Monthly Musical Gathering
Every month—usually on the first Wednesday—we host the Monthly Musical
Gathering. Through live musical performances, we celebrate our shared
Irish heritage. There is no charge to attend and ALL are welcome.
Refreshments are served free of charge.

The Front Parlor

This gathering is named for the room in old Irish houses where people
came together for important guests and special occasions. Each month—
usually on the third Wednesday—we meet to share our Irish heritage and
love of Ireland. There is no charge to attend. ALL are welcome and
refreshments are served free of charge.

Monthly Musical Gathering || The Front Parlor

FEBRUARY FEBRUARY

Wednesday 15th February

Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Chicago Genealogy 101

Learn how to find documentation on
your Chicago ancestors.

MARCH
Wednesday 15th March
Doors: 11 a.m. Mass: 11.30 a.m.
St. Patrick's Day Celebration
With help from guests from Gaelic
Park, we'll celebrate Saint Patrick
with mass and live Irish music!

Wednesday 1st February

Doors: 10 a.m. Music: 10.30 a.m.
Evelyn Thom on the Fiddle!

A warm Irish welcome, great music
and wonderful company await you!

MARCH

Wednesday 1st March
Doors: 10 a.m. Music: 10.30 a.m.
Ray Gavin plays your favorites!

Ray provides a morning of live Irish
music and fun with friends!

Senior Events For Winter 2023

At Chicago Gaelic Park

The Get Together

There's nothing like a good Irish get together! Twice each month—usually
on the second and fourth Wednesday—we host The Get Together at Chicago
Gaelic Park. We express our Irish heritage through an engaging variety of
educational programs, cultural performances, lectures, and fun activities.
There is no charge to attend and ALL are welcome. Refreshments are
served free of charge.

FEBRUARY

Wednesday 8th February
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.

MARCH

Wednesday 8th March
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.

We're thrilled to welcome back the
talented Ray Gavin for a morning of
live Irish music.

Wednesday 15th March
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.

Find out what made a grandma
want to spend five long, cold
months stationed in the coldest and
driest place on the planet!

Wednesday 22nd February

Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m. Today, we join our friends at teh

Irish American heritage Center for
mass and live music to celebrate St.
Patrick. A bus will be available from
Gaelic Park to the IAHC!

We'll learn about healthy Irish Super
Foods and even get some recipes to
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Red Apple Buffet
is BACK!

6474 M. Milwaukee Ave

rﬂlipp‘uﬂ:ﬂ.ﬁ pml.ﬂ.u:rm

OPEN SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY
NOON til 8pm

www.redapplebuffet.com

© ByCharesBrady

Gurtenard House in Beautiful Listowel, Co. Kerry
Irish- American Owried and Maintainad. Home to John B, Keane's Pub,
Irish Writers Week, Jimmy Deenihan! Close to Dingle, Tralee and on

the Ring of Kerry! Call 011-353-87-348-1580 or email
kathy@gurtenardhouse.com - www.gurienardhouse.com

The Trouble with Cocaine Harry - his.
Royal Dog Bowl - and his Fragile Necklace

A few years ago, | noted in
another publication that Prince
Harry - he of the Noble House
of Windsor - had been larking
about with one of his Forces
mates who had in turn been
ragging him about his red hair.
“I may have red hair”, said the
bold Harry. “but at least I’m
not Irish”.

| didn’t take it seriously at
all, in fact | thought it was
quite funny; but it wasn’t long
before the usual Royal toadies
and humorless sycophants were
out in legion, demanding that |
be beheaded at worst and sent
to the Tower at best.

Still, I’m now wondering if
perhaps the Ginger One wasn’t
being deadly serious after all.
Dear oh dear, he does seem to
be a delicate, fragile little soul
who likes very few people.

Now please don’t tell me that
you haven’t been reading at
least a little of the endless lit-
any of complaints from Meghan
and Harold. It’s really not
that easy to avoid them - and
let’s be honest, it’s a bit soap
opera magnetic and car-crash

fascinating to see a guy unrav-
elling so spectacularly into the
bargain.

| mean, here’s a guy who was
born into a world of limitless
wealth and privilege and yet
seems to resent everything
about his position, from having
to once have lived in a gifted

two-bedroom beauty of a cot- it

tage (“It was hardly a palace”)
that most of us would give our
eyeteeth for, to resenting his
older brother getting the bigger
bedroom. Jesus wept. | grew
up with a family of brothers and
would have given a lot to have
my own room, no matter what
size it was.

And as to living with brothers,
wasn’t the story about Prince
William (who has gone 'way
up in my estimation) knocking
Harry down - he didn’t punch
him hard enough in my opinion
- and making him hit his ickle
bitty head off the dog bowl
simply priceless? AND HE BROKE
HIS NECKLACE TOO! BROKE HIS
NECKLACE! Ah stop, my sides
are splitting! I mean, it’s hardly
a blood-drenched altercation

HALL
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IRISH AMERICAN
FAME

Recogmizing the Contributions of Outstanding frish Americans

Volunteers Needed!

MNow in its 11th year, the Hall of Fame Gala
has become a "must attend" event at the

Irish American Heritage Center

The Hall of Fame Committee

needs your help with:

Event Production
Ticket Sales
Sponsorships
Program Ad Sales
Inductee Videos

Interested in joining us?

that Sam Peckinpah would have
filmed in slow motion, is it?

“Stop it, William! | could
have seriously damaged myself
on that dog bowl - and look,
now you’ve broken my neck-
lace. | once single handedly
removed 25 Taliban pawns from
the chess board but this has
traumatized me beyond endur-
ance. Thank God I’'ve got my
therapist on speed dial.”

Please, make it stop! His
therapist. No wonder he and
Me-Again moved themselves
to California at the first op-
portunity. They must fit right
in. (“California - home of the
liberal fruitcake” as the great
Frank Barone once described
.) Talking of which, if | was
one of their neighbours in Mon-
tecito, | wouldn’t be too happy
at Action Man Dog Bowl Har-
ry’s unwise boast. In fact I’d
be heading a petition to get
them moved as far from me
as | could. As Salman Rushdie
can attest to, these characters
have long memories - and there
is such a thing as collateral
damage.

But in Harry and Meghan’s
world everything is someone
else’s fault. Everything.

In the interests of fairness |
would have to be honest and
declare myself a lifelong an-
ti-monarchist. [|'ve always
thought that in this day and
age the very idea of any kind of
Royalist Dynasty of Freeloaders
is ludicrous. There is something

Contact us at:

halloffame@irishahc.org

really distasteful about an acci-
dent of birth setting up an en-
tire family (and a staggeringly
dysfunctional one at that) and
their assorted hangers-on for
a lifetime of swanning around
on private planes and gas-guz-
zling cars, shooting thousands
of pheasants and deer whilst
lecturing the peasants on all
and sundry.

Still, I have to admit that the
other lot have at least shown a
bit of dignity in not rising to the
ginger whinger’s bait. ‘Spare’
is the name of his book. And
‘Spare’ is pretty accurate. If
someone in Ireland calls you ‘a
bit of a spare’ it’s not meant
as any kind of compliment,
believe me.

Can | ask those of you in
America a genuine question?
Now that this dimwit thinks it
is par for the course to openly
brag about using magic mush-
rooms, cocaine and whatever
you're having yourself, does it
mean that he can leave America
and get back in? After all, he
has now admitted to serial drug
use (and he leaves us in little
doubt that these have been
transported on royal private
jets); having hallucinations in
which he had conversations
with rubbish bins - about his
level of intellectual stimula-
tion, one would have thought - ;
and more importantly seems to
be boasting about it.

Cocaine is a Class A drug.
Class A drug users are not al-

lowed into the States from the
United Kingdom. So yes, serious
question: if he leaves his well-
ness center and his speed-dial
therapist and his half-baked
Oprah Winfrey-type Californian
psychobabble in order to take
a trip to, say, Europe, will this
known drug user be allowed
back into the country?

And these two - the half-wit
of a Royal and his C-list actress
wife - now intend to lecture us
on Wellness and the plus side of
therapy? Are you kidding me?!?
Do these two look as if they are
happy, as if they are at a good
place in their lives?

Once again, | will have to
admit that I have a horse in this
race. My favourite film director
bar none died largely because
he became addicted to cocaine
in the 70s. And yes, that was
his decision and nothing could
have changed that.

But | can without a doubt live
the rest of my life without see-
ing a pampered little cry-baby
of a Royal who never had to
worry about money or doing a
day’s work in his life being feted
on talk shows and making a fun-
ny punch line out of hardcore
drug use. And clowns will listen
to this guy and think: what a
life he’s had!

The more | think of this guy
and just how much he is getting
away with, the more | don’t find
any of this funny.

At all.

charleybrady@gmail.com
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Hello everyone.

First of all Happy new year
to you all wherever you may
be.

We were fortunate to have
a few gatherings over the
holidays. It was the first time
we didn’t have our kids here
to ring in the new year with
us but they did blow up the
traditional balloons helping
to hang them inside the
tatty old net curtain that
we attach to the ceiling
every year for the much
anticipated balloon drop.

Back in the day when
the kids were little we’d
have their friends and
parents over we would
have to watch them like
a hawk to stop them pull-
ing down that tatty net
curtain before midnight.

Oh the excitement once
the balloons dropped it
was like a herd of cattle
stampeding across the
room to see who could
jump and bust the most
balloons. Yes it was messy
but they only stay little
for a short time. I’d love
to go back and experi-
ence it all over again .

| will say this year our kids
called us at midnight and
they were happy we had a
houseful to celebrate with.
We had friends who brought
their college kids some we
hadn’t seen for years.

One of our friends’ daugh-
ter Nora informed us that
she was majoring in Creative
Writing and loved writing
poetry and also had a few
books published.We were
delighted for her so here is
her story ...

Hi my name is Nora Power |
am 19 years old. My dad was
born in County Cork Ireland.
My mom is a librarian. She
even read to me when | was
in her stomach. No wonder
| grew up having a passion
for reading and words. |

.-.- .d‘-'“ﬂ-.l_ - I
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was born premature at two
pounds thirteen ounces.| had
many health issues. bleeding
in the brain, seizures ,prob-
lems with my spinal cord to
name but a few. | did not
leave the hospital for over
two months.

| was diagnosed with ce-
rebral palsy when | was
around two years old. | had
extensive physical ther-
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apy at home | also need-
ed several more surgeries
through elementary and
middle school but that did
not stop me from partici-
pating in swimming ice-skat-
ing, horseback, riding, and
ballet. My parents had to
look for schools that had
classes on the first floor as |
had problems going up and
down stairs. As | got older
and stronger | got involved
in fundraising with Jim Kelly
UNICEF. | raised fourteen
hundred dollars to help chil-
drenin other countries with
food and health care. They
gave me a certificate and a
UNICEF teddy bear, which |
treasure today.

One year we went to Ire-
land. My cousin Caoimhe

and | decided to start a
club to stop puppy mills.
Some conditions were very
cruel to the animals, leaving
them without food or water
locked up in cages. We made
stickers and bookmarks to
raise money and aware-
ness. My family presently
fosters dogs from our local
shelters. It’s a good way to
support your community. |
have been writing poetry
since | was thirteen. It’s
one of my biggest passions.
| devoted all my spare time
to writing. My first published
poetry collection was once a
document on my computer

that | added poems to on a .

school lunch break.

| did share my poems
with a few of my eighth
grade teachers. They en-
couraged me to publish
them. By the end of my
freshman year of high
school, | was ready to
self publish ‘Loud Silence
and Wild Soul’ through
Amazon.

| was a member of my
high school poetry club
from the start of my fresh-
man year until | graduat-
ed.

Being in the club ex-
posed me to the work of
other young poets like my-
self plus it gave me many
opportunities to share my
work, and receive feed-
back.Several pieces in
my poetry collection, were
written during my workshop
sessions in the club.

Currently | am writing my
second collection, and |
plan to continue pursuing
a career in writing. I’d like
to take this opportunity to
thank my parents Seamus
and Kori and my brother
Declan for their love and
support by believing in me
helping me to realize my
dreams .

Well done Nora you have
accomplished a lot in your
short years. | know your
parents and family here and
back home in Ireland are
supportive and very proud of
your accomplishments.

Please support Nora Pow-
er. She has never let her

disability hold her back.
Let’s show this beautiful
courageous young lady some
love. Her heartfelt poetry
books are available right
now.Very reasonably priced
check them out on Amazon.
com. Proceeds go to further
her education.

An old Irish Blessing.(for
the ladies who helped me

815-212-0041 ¥ =2 1

whush Crarely
BT 1973
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wWul. 1IR1Ishann.com

Author Nora Power
with her book
Loud Silence and

a Wild Soul

celebrate Nollaig na mBan)

May there always be
work for your hands to
do. May your purse always
hold a coin or two. May the
hand of a friend always
be near you. May God fill
your heart with gladness
to cheer you.

Lots of Blessing to you all
til next time,



https://www.amazon.com/s?k=loud+silence+and+a+wild+soul&crid=YX7WURS7LX4A&sprefix=lous+silence+%2Caps%2C245&ref=nb_sb_ss_sc_1_13
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=loud+silence+and+a+wild+soul&crid=YX7WURS7LX4A&sprefix=lous+silence+%2Caps%2C245&ref=nb_sb_ss_sc_1_13
http://www.irishann.com
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| made a full blown Irish breakfast
for my family last week. Eggs, bacon,
baked beans, broiled tomatoes, mush-
rooms, chips, chef sauce, and black
and white pudding. | began thinking
of what exactly is pudding. In the U.S.
pudding usually refers to a sweet cus-
tard dessert commonly flavored with
chocolate, vanilla, or butterscotch. If
you grew up in America you undoubtedly
have eaten one of these,
along with bread, and rice
pudding again cooked in a
sweet custard.

If you grew up in Ireland
or the U.K. pudding has an-
other meaning. Pudding is a
term interchangeable with
dessert. It also refers to a |
savory dish usually baked or
steamed.

As for my breakfast, white
and black puddings are cas-
ings filled pork, oats, barley,
and spices, boiled then cut
into slices and fried. White
pudding is milder and con-
tains onions, Black pudding
is similar with the addition of
pork blood but prepared the same way.
Some people refer to it as blood sausage.
Steak and kidney pudding is identical the
pie version, substituting a suet mixture
instead of pastry and then steaming it.
Most puddings are steamed in a cheese

VIDEOGRAPHER
1080 Productions

“Capturing The Moments that
Matter Most!”

Need a Videographer for
Weddings
Sporting Events
Highlight Recruitment
videos
Anniversaries
Quinceaneras

and everything in between?
Sean King (779) 875-5019
1080productions23@gmail.com

cloth lined basin
or bowl and served
warm. These in-
clude Christmas
pudding and
countless sweet,
dessert versions.

Then you have
Yorkshire pudding which is an egg, milk,
and flour mixture baked in muffin type
tin until it puffs and browns. | like to
slice these in half longways and fill them
with a savory mixture like Chicken ala
King, or a Rich Beef Stew. So you see
pudding isn’t just pudding.

There is mention of a sheep’s stomach
stuffed with meat and boiled in Homer’s
Odyssey. It is also mentioned in writings

from Arabic countries in the 10th cen-
tury. In the U.K. there is some mention
of puddings from the 13th century. In
the U.K. the pudding cloth invented in
the 17th century revolutionized pudding
making. No longer did you need to use
stomachs, bladders, or intestines to
stuff your filling into but you could
simply wrap them in a pudding cloth
and steam. This made pudding readily
available and introduced puddings to
the masses.

LOOKING FOR A
TUTOR FOR
YOUR CHILD?

happy to tutor kids at the library.

Former
ist-grade teacher - for details.
Molanive@yahoo.com

Law Offices of Thomas W. Lynch, PC.

Thomas W, Lynch Noreen C. Lennon Robert W Maucker

Solving Debt Issues for Business and Individuals
9231 South Robert Road, Hickory Hills, IL 60457

(708) 598-5999

We are a debt relief agency. Our services can include helping
people and businesses file for relief under the bankruptcy code

McGQGuire's 9

CG ARLANID
FrLrowers

WoRrLDWIDE
SERVICE

You'll
LOVE
our
Floral
Displays!

Dauny DELIVERY

1-877-244-3181 7
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arlandflowers@yahoo. curn__/

MCNULTY

IRISH DANCERS

Adult & Children Classes
(3 years and older)

8 locations in
Winois, lowa and Wisconsin plus
new virtual classes for all ages -
Contact:
Barbara McNulty Heneghan

224-639-8644

email: menultydancers @aol.com
www.mcnultyirishdancers.com

Looking in my fridge and pantry | no-
ticed that | had some day old+ bread,
heavy cream, eggs, apples, sugar,
cinnamon, and vanilla. Now what can |
make with this? It wasn’t too much of a
stretch to come up with any easy bread
pudding. I’'m going to serve this warm
with a salted caramel sauce.

RECIPE:

Easy Bread Pudding with Salted

Caramel Sauce

8 cups cubed day old bread (egg, or
brioche bread is preferred)

4 large eggs

1 % cups heavy cream

% cup milk

% cup sugar mixed with % tsp cin-
namon

1tsp vanilla

Y4 tsp salt

2 med or 1 large Granny
Smith apples peeled and
diced into %2 inch pieces

1 % oz Irish whiskey

1tbls unsalted butter

In a large bowl beat

eggs.Add cream, milk, and
vanilla. Mix in the sugar
and cinnamon. Combining
the sugar and cinnamon
" before adding it to the
" custard mix eliminates
.~ clumping. Add salt and
bread cubes. Mix and al-
low to stand at least 4
hours or until bread is sort
and custard is absorbed.
Melt butter in a saute pan. Add ap-
ples and cook for 5 minutes. Add Irish
whiskey and cook until evaporated.
Add sugar and stir until sugar starts to
caramelize and brown apples. Add to
bread mixture.

Place mixture in a buttered baking
dish or individual souffle cups and bake
for 35-45 minutes in a 350 degree oven
or until top is golden and crispy.

Salted Caramel Sauce

1 cup sugar

Y4 cup water

% cup heavy cream

% tsp sea salt

1tbls. Unsalted butter

Place sugar and water in a sauté pan.
Simmer until sugar turns a deep amber
color. Pour in cream and stir. Add salt
and butter. Keep in a warm place until
ready to serve.

BEST SELLING
CcD!

AVATL AI" Nnm.r IMN IRISH SHOPS
'\-Jlr From My Father

wiww.catherineoconnell .com
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Since 1946
“We sell Peace Df Mind.”

HOME = LIFE « AUTO « HEALTH « BUSINESS

ALLTYPES OF CONTRACTORS

14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462
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FUNERAL
HOME

5917 W Irving Park Road Chicago
(F73) 7T7-3944
Gibbons Funeral Home
134 South York Road Elmhurst
(630) 832-0018
The Oaks Funeral Home
1201 E Irving Park Road ltasca
(630) 250-8588

www.irishfuneralhome.com

“Family Owned and Operated
For Over 80 Years"”
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Weddings « Parties
Funerals « Corporate
Teaching

T hemey SERVICES

Dave Johnston
(630) 534 4064
www.chicalba.com
dave(@chicalba.com
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HINTERLANDS

Biodiverse landscape
architecture

Festivals, Clubs,
Dances, Weddings
] and all
! Church Occasiond

JOEMCSHANEMUSICEYAHOO.COM

When Your Family
Has Suffered A Loss...

Our Family Can Help
Eobari L. Sheohy & Sans is Famiby Cramed and Operated
Robert L Shechy & Sons has been a name

11:|il.| i.!i r|:|:|15niz|.'d... £I11':= |'I.Ih|:|.|...
for their professional manner.

Think of them as a “sccond family”...
ot o time when family assistance and reassurance
18 50 Very important,

Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
Funeral Home
(708) 857-TBT8

D000 West 15168 Sireet 4950 West TOth Skreat
Orland Park, Hlinoks s0482 Burbank, [1lnois S0459
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Athletex Sports and
Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Erin Tuckpointing

Gaelic Park

Irish Am Heritage Ctr
Maher Funeral Home

Mystic Rogue

0O’Hara Hair Salon

Irish Movie News

By James Bartlett

Great news for the Irish at
the recent Golden Globe Awards
ceremonv. where the Hollvwood

An Irish Goodbye

Foreign Press Association re-
warded The Banshees of Inish-
erin with several wins out of its
eight nominations.

The dark comedy about friends
and toxic masculinity in 1920s
Ireland won Best Film (Musical or
Comedy), and its writer/director

PALOS COUNIRY CLUB

The ultimate in elegance for your wedding. . .

WE FEATURE:

13100 Southwest Highway
Orland Park, IL 60462
www.paloscountryclub.com

(708) 448-6550

« Accommodations for 20-4.00 guests

« Rooms with views of our beautiful golf course
« Outdoor patios, ideal for dining plen aire

« Gazebo wedding ceremonies for the romantic
« Custom designedmenus to complete your perfect day

Ask about our special packages for July and August weddings!

Martin McDonagh also took home
Best Screenplay, while Colin
Farrell triumphed as Best Actor
(Musical or Comedy).

The movie went one better,
getting 9 nominations for the
Critics Choice Awards

B (CCA), which - like the

Golden Globes - are of-
~ | ten seen as a good indi-
-~ cator of Oscar winners.
~ Here it was singled out
" in the Best Picture, Act-
ing Ensemble and Com-
I edy categories, with
' McDonagh again listed
% for Director and Original
Screenplay, Farrell as
. Actor, and like at the
Globes, Brendan Glee-
son, Barry Keoghan and
Kerry Condon in the Sup-
porting categories.
Alas, there was no
love at all for it at the
ceremony held in Cen-
tury City on January
15, though sic-fi action fantasy
Everything Everywhere All At
Once won big - five gongs - and
is definitely the big rival for
Banshees in the awards race.
It’s not over though: even
later this month there’s another
shot for Banshees at the well-re-
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garded SAG (Screen Actors Guild)
Awards, where the same quartet
have been nominated - plus Out-
standing Performance by a Cast
in a Motion Picture. Everything
Everywhere has many chances
here too, though, The SAG cer-
emony takes place on February
26th, also in Los Angeles.

No matter what happens, you
can bet all those already-won
nominations will replicated
at next month’s Oscars, and
don’t discount nods for Gleeson,
Koeghan and Condon either.
Banshees could get a number
of other category shouts too, so
we’ll certainly have something
to root for on March 12, when
the golden trophies are handed
out in Hollywood.

Though my deadline camebe-
fore the 95th Oscar nominations
were formally announced, hope-
fully also on that list will be An
Cailin Citin (The Quiet Girl),
an Irish-language movie shot in
Meath and Dublin that made the
shortlist of 15 movies vying for
the statue as Best International
Film.

Based on the
story Foster by
Claire Kee-
gan, An Cailin
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CiGin is the debut of writer/di-
rector Colm Bairéad and is again
set in rural Ireland, though this
time later, in 1981. The story
sees Cait (Catherine Clinch) be-
ing sent from her chaotic home
to live with distant relatives for
the summer - a place where she
discovers a dark secret.

Fingers crossed too for An
Irish Goodbye, which filmed
in County Antrim and is one of
15 short films that have been
selected out of 200 for the Live
Action Short Film shortlist. Yet
another rural Irish comedy with
a dark edge, An Irish Goodbye
follows the reunion of estranged
brothers Turlough and Lorcan.

Turlough seems set to make
new care arrangements for Lor-
can, who has Down Syndrome,
but he wants to stay on the farm
- 50 they agree to a “bucket list”
trip they find written by their
late mother. The list they’re
on will be cut down to three to
five nominees, so good luck to
them all!

Finally, looking to the future
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and County Limerick-born ac-
tress Ruth Negga has a nice new
gig lined up: she’s set to co-star
as the wife of Jake Gyllenhaal in
the Apple TV+ series Presumed
Innocent, the story of a brutal
murder that upends the Chicago
Prosecuting Attorneys’ office
when one of its own is suspected
of the crime.

Hang on a second? Yes, some
of you might recall this idea, as
it a 1990 movie starring Harrison
Ford and, like this series, will be
inspired by Scott Turow’s novel
of the same name. That movie
was a cracking thriller though,
so hopes are high for this ex-
tended version.

Also, later this year we will
see Negga on Netflix in Good
Grief, a comedy about friend-
ship and secrets, which recently
finished production and was
written, produced, and directed
by Dan Levy, famous for his role
on Schitt’s Creek. Levy will star
alongside Negga too, so let’s
hope he has plenty of energy
saved up!
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