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Roaming 
in the Gloaming

By Estelle Shanley

 The recent headline in the 
New York Times was hard to 
believe. Not the first time, nor 
will it be the last that headlines 
shock, but this was truly beyond 
the pale. The big news, "As the 
Church's Power Wanes, St. Brigid 
Captivates Ireland." Saint Brigid capti-
vating Ireland? Isn't that old news? Brigid 
was always captivating, a beauty who 
as Irish folklore would have it fled from 
a British warrior on horseback intent on 
matrimony prompting her to pluck out 

one eye disfiguring her beauty so he'd quit 
bothering her. The article written by Ed 
O'Loughlin was datelined Kildare when it 
should have been County Louth, the land 
of my birth, the place of my rearing. I 
give the Times reporter fair due since he 
mentioned Brigid's alleged attainment of 
land under an oak tree on the east coast. 
That definitely occurred outside our town 
of Dundalk. I was reared on Brigid and 
recall with sheer delight following our 
Sunday dinner walking with my family 
out the country roads to visit the saint's 
shrine in a tiny village named Faughtert. 
Brigid was not canonized then, but we 
still referred to her as a saint. We knelt 
and said our prayers at her grotto and if 
anything ailed us like scabby knees or a 
sore eye, water from the nearby Saint 
Brigid's stream was liberally splashed on 
the affected spots. Cures from the stream 
were legend, in my memory far outweigh-
ing the cures logged at Lourdes. On her 
feast day, February 1st, we also celebrat-
ed the first day of Spring and witnessed 

snowdrops and other spring flowers bloom 
in abundance followed quickly by "a host 
of golden daffodils." For the record, Brigid 
was our saint, not Kildare's.

Many years ago, a group of women in 
Chicago latched on to Brigid in a massive 
and creative way launching the Brigid 
Award, an annual celebration honoring 
Irish American women of distinction, rais-
ing money for Project Concern, currently 
referred to as the Irish organization that 
dispatches an army of volunteering men 
and women to famine sites throughout 
the world. In fact, the Irish per capita 
donate more money to famine relief 
than any other country in the world. 
It appears bred in our Irish hearts and 
souls that people the world over never 
have to repeat the historic Irish famine 
of the eighteen hundreds that wiped out 
millions of Irish women, children and 
men. An Irish team is usually first on the 
famine scene wherever hunger strikes. 
Yes, therein lies an enormous sense of 
Irish pride, but a new surge of worship to 
Brigid was somehow startling, especially 
in Ireland where seminaries have long ago 
shuttered for lack of vocations creating a 
wide gap in availability of clergy. As many 
have reported, the Irish church is in the 
tank, so quite unusual this dynamic news 
honoring Saint Brigid. 

This surge of support 
are hoards of local and 
international pilgrims 
arriving to Kildare in 
prompting a massive 
surge in honoring this 
remote saint. Actually 

I'm uncertain whether she was ever can-
onized by the Roman Catholic Church. 
The latter coincidentally is on the skids 
in Ireland, young men no longer entering 
the seminary, all of them shuttered years 
ago. A vivid case in point is Maynooth and 
if memory serves the last time priests 
were ordained at that seminary the sum 
total of new clerical recruits numbered 
a total of three. What's interesting about 
Brigid according to Irish folklore she's 
both pagan and spiritual. Serving as the 
second Chair of the Brigid Award in Chi-
cago held in the ballroom of the Drake 
Hotel I conducted significant research 
into Brigid, discovering she was an ec-
clesiastic head of an Abbey, maybe in the 
Kildare region. According to legend she 
asked a pagan king to grant her some land 
to build the abbey. He refused, although 
commented he'd provide a piece of land 
the size of her black cloak. Willingly, as 
the story goes, she spread the cloak on 
the ground and it grew and grew into 
several acres stumping the pagan king 

who obviously kept to his word. The other 
piece of information I discovered was the 
hospitality and a night's lodging Brigid 
offered traveling Catholic priests. It's 
alleged when she took a bath the water 
changed into beer and was utilized to 
quench the thirst of the clerical travel-
ers. Clearly heavy duty fantasy although 
worth noting! According to the usual 
reliable folklore historians, Brigid's revi-
talized interest has much to do with her 
emphasis on healing, the ecology and the 
decline of Catholic in Ireland due in large 
measure by the sexual abuse scandal, 
the victimization of women, a growing 
secularism and a major shift away from 
the patriarchal faith of traditional Irish 
Catholicism. The plot thickens however 
with the revelation of the Brigidines, a 
group of nuns, Irish canonical women, 
who have continued to educate and 
bring forward the grace and goodness of 
Saint Brigid. The religious order formed 
a global Catholic congregation founded 
by a bishop on February 1, in 1807 and 
the sisters many years later launched a 
button factory in Tullow to raise money 
for a school building.

Meanwhile back in Chicago, the Brigid 
Award continued to great success and 
continues today honoring women of Irish 
extraction and distinction, the money 
raised to prevent famine. On a personal 
note, I was privileged to serve as Chair of 
the second Brigid Award held in the posh 
Drake Hotel Ballroom. I did not mention 
the bath/beer story for obvious reasons, 
but working with an amazing group of 
dedicated Irish American women man-
aged to have delivered from Ireland the 
famed Saint Brigid's Cross woven from the 
green spikes of reeds that grow profusely 
in wetlands throughout Ireland. These 
crosses were blessed and placed on every 
lunch table as a remarkable and unique 
relic of Irish agriculture and religious 
belief. Saint Brigid crosses are currently 
sold all over Ireland, etched in gold, 
silver, pewter although freshly designed 
ones are difficult to find as weavers are 
scarce and in demand. 

Lastly, it is said that Brigid and her 
female successors governed not only nuns 
but male monks as well and despite being 
a woman she was ordained a bishop! The 
Church of Ireland voted in 1990 to permit 
women to become priests and in 2013 
appointed the first female bishop. Pat 
Storey, in December that year became 
bishop of Meath and Kildare, the first 
woman to hold the title since Saint Brigid. 
Hope reigns supreme for the ordination 
of women!

estelleshanley@aol.com 

START SOMEWHERE!
Most of us can’t afford to 

advertise on TV, but we can afford 
to advertise somewhere!

Small Ads Get Results too. 
Your business is not a race,

it’s a marathon
CONSISTENT ADVERTISING, 

even if it’s small 
works for most companies. 

So whether it’s with us or not, 
Advertise somewhere 

and give it a chance to work!

cliff@irishamericannews.com
312-498-1337

http://www.aishlingcare.com
mailto:cliff%40irishamericannews.com?subject=
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CENTRALMETALRECYCLING.COM

Your Scrap Metal Connection

The Annual Mother Jones Birthday 
Party is Back May 1 in 5th Prov Pub 

Join us Sunday May 1, 2022 
from 4-6 PM in the Fifth Prov-
ince Pub at the Irish American 
Heritage Center 4626 N Knox, 
Chicago, IL 60630. 

Celebrate the Irish immigrant 
who became America’s Greatest 
Labor Icon with Sara Nelson, 
President of the Flight Atten-
dants, the Irish Consulate, the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, the 
Illinois Labor History Society and 
a myriad of friends and support-
ers in the Irish, labor, women 
and Chicago community. Mother 
Jones herself may make a brief 
appearance. 

Admission is free. For informa-

published monthly - 1st of month
SUBSCRIPTION 

• 1 yearS $35 • 2 years $55 
• 3 years $75

Canada 1year $45 •2 year $65 
International: 1 year $90 

(Periodicals Postage Paid at Palatine, 
IL,and other mailing offices)

POSTMASTER:
Address changes to Irish News Inc 

 PO Box 7, Zion, IL 60099

ICS OFFERS 
SUPPORT FOR J-1 STUDENTS

ICS has created an online J1 Guidebook offering tips on employ-
ment, housing and staying safe. 

Please share this resource with anyone reaching out for J1 info 
and as always, feel free to have them reach out to ICS directly at 
info@irishchicago.org

tion or to support the ad book, 
go to motherjonesmuseum.org

SAVORIES • DESSERTS • DRINKS

RESTAURANT
BAR

MUSIC

Fast Eddie 2nd Saturdays
Finbar Fagan 3rd Thurs
    Events Every Week!
Hours: Monday 1-7pm
Tues-Thursday   12-11pm
Friday        11am-12pm
Saturday       8am-12pm
Sunday             9am-9pm

112 S Prospect Ave  112 S Prospect Ave    Park Ridge   ILPark Ridge   IL  6006860068
847-518-5555847-518-5555

Kid options  ■Panninis  ■Salads  ■Flatbreads 
■Wraps        ■Desserts        ■Take & Bake items
Indoor and Outdoor (weather permitting!)

Warm Pretzel Dippers ■Charcuterie & Cheese Plate
Hummus Veggie-Pita Platter ■Full Irish Breakfast!

sweetandtartshoppe@gmail.com

https://www.irishamericannews.com/irishamericannews/subscribe
http://www.centralmetalrecycling.com
http://www.mcenteelaw.com
mailto:info%40irishchicago.org?subject=
mailto:info%40trinityirishdance.com?subject=
http://motherjonesmuseum.org
mailto:sweetandtartshoppe%40gmail.com?subject=
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 444 N. Northwest Highway  
Suite 153

 Park Ridge, Illinois 60068 
312-782-7482

 DWYER & COOGAN, P.C. 

www.dwyercoogan.com

312-543-4642
cgallagher@dwyercoogan.com

“From  Ireland  to  Chicagoland”

Hailing from a working background 
Caroleann zealously represents 
all types of injured workers in the 
Workers Compensation Arena and is 
committed to protecting and vindicating 
the rights of people who are injured by 
the negligence of others.”

Caroleann Gallagher

Specializing in:

■ AUTO ACCIDENTS 

■ TRUCK CRASHES 

■ CONSTRUCTION SITE ACCIDENTS

■ PREMISES LIABILITY 

■ MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

■ NURSING HOME ABUSE/NEGLECT

■ WORKERS COMPENSATION

   ALL CONSULTATIONS
               ARE FREE!

 
Book your holiday party 

or catering now! 

OPEN LUNCH 
AND DINNER 

Get Lucky at Clancy’s!         
$5 Free Gaming Play OR $3 Off food order 

$10 Minimum Purchase, dine-in only 

 

Now Open! 

Clancy’s 95th 
Irish Neighborhood Tavern 

Pub menu & Pints. 5763 W 95th St Oak Lawn 

Limit one per person. Not valid with any other offer 
including $10 Mad Monday pizza special. Management 

may revoke promotion at any time.   
Must present original coupon. 

 
Clancy’s is a family friendly Irish Pub with 

great thin crust pizza, Corned beef, Pot 
roast, Fish & Chips, Shepherds Pie and of 

course our famous Pot Roast Rolls and  
Irish Spring Rolls. Please join us. 

IRISH SESSIONS AT CLANCYS 103rd 
John Williams sessions Tues, Wed, 

Friday & Sat 

Early learners session Wednesday 

(l to r): Irish Minister of State, Patrick 
O’Donovan, TD, meets Rob MacElhin-
ney at the Irish American Heritage Ctr., 
at the na Gaeil Chicago Irish language 
booth. Rob, a proud Dubliner, moved 
to Chicago in 1985. 

(l to r): The Mayor of Co. Cork, Ireland, 
Clr Gillian Coughlan, visited Cook Co. 
Board President, Toni PreckWinkle, to 
discuss ways to further tourism, eco-
nomic development and public health 
between these great ‘Sister Cities.’ 

mailto:cgallagher%40dwyercoogan.com?subject=
http://www.eatatclancys.com
https://www.foharaandfriendssalon.com
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Mary Pat Flanagan
Sr. VP North American Sales

JEM Tours 
Ireland, Britain and Beyond 

is dedicated to customized group travel, 
offering a very comprehensive and highly 
collaborative touring experience for all needs. 

JEM Tours caters to everything from
private car tours to exclusive large groups.

The JEM Tours team has over 80 years 
combined touring experience and have 
worked closely together for 25+ years!
Through the extensive contacts and 

travel partners built up over the years 

JEM Tours 
can take you there!

Mobile 312-914-0982
Landline 608-862-3453

mp.jemtours@gmail.com

Offices in Wisconsin, Dublin, Ireland
www.jemtours.com

Misericordia 
Candy Days

This year, I have had the honor of being 
appointed President and Executive Direc-
tor of Misericordia. Misericordia has taken 
the important step in forming a Founda-
tion through which all of our fundraisers, 
like Candy Days, will go 
through. Sister Rosmary 
Connelly, Chairman of the 
Misericordia Foundation, 
and Lois Gates, Executive 
Director,   

In spite of these prayer-
ful and lasting memories, 
the greatest gift has been 
for my sister Sheila to 
become a resident here 
at Misericordia. During her years here now 
she has thrived with the help of so many 
talented and patient staff.

Sheila is my older sister. Both she and 
I were adopted at birth through Catholic 
Charities. We grew up in a happy house-
hold and all was great until Sheila’s early 
teen years.  At that time she began to 
have mental and emotional challenges 
that she would carry with her throughout 
her life.  Due to some of the treatments at 
that time, she was left with some dimin-
ished capacity. Since she was 15 years old, 

she had lived between Home, Hospitals 
and various long term care facilities.

19 years ago Sheila began coming 
from one of these facilities to our day 
programming twice a week. This opened 
many doors for Sheila as she advanced 
especially in her artwork.  A couple of 
years later, we were offered the opportu-

nity of having Sheila live 
here at Misericordia. In 
her own words, “heaven 
on earth”.  This has been 
a real gift in both of our 
lives.

Because of the COVID 
pandemic, Sheila has had 
her own challenges and 
so has Misericordia, like 
everyone else.  Our Candy 

Days are upon us and I am reaching out to 
you, our friends and contacts to see if you 
can help.  Any donation you can make will 
help us.  I can’t honestly say that I will 
miss being out on the streets collecting, 
but I do miss the Spirit of Candy Days 
which in the past seemed to permeate 
around the City and Suburbs.

Donate at
https://www.misericordia.
com/giving/candy-days/ 

mailto:mp.jemtours%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.fnbb.com
https://www.misericordia.com/giving/candy-days/ 
https://www.misericordia.com/giving/candy-days/ 
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6070 N Northwest Hwy
Chicago,Il, 60631
708-831-5142

mysticrogueirishpub.com

An Authentic Irish Pub
the whole family can enjoy!

Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos Honors 
the Shannon Rovers for Their 95th Birthday

Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos 
was honored to have the opportunity 
to present the Shannon Rovers with a 
resolution for their 95th Anniversary. 

“The Shannon Rovers were originally 
created to bring 
the beloved mu-
sic from their 
homeland  to 
Chicago. The 
Ro v e r s  h a v e 
since become an 
important part 
of the fabric of 
Chicago. Chi-
cago has a rich 
history of Irish 
culture and her-
itage and its not 
fully celebrated 
unless the Shan-
non Rovers are 
part of that cel-
ebration,” said 
Commissioner 
Mariyana Spyro-
poulos.

The Metro-

politan Water Reclamation District 
is an award-winning special purpose 
government agency responsible for 
wastewater treatment and stormwater 
management. 

Member 

FDIC NMLS #462926
All home financing subject to credit approval.

1-888-254-9500

The neighborhood home lender you can trust. 
•  Buying a home?    •  Refinancing your home?

•  Want to know your home equity options? 

Start here!  Schedule a free home financing review:
emarquettebank.com/WelcomeHome 

Easy digital application. Helpful Mortgage Specialists. Great rates.

Home Financing  
that feels good.

https://www.mysticrogueirishpub.com
http://www.emarquettebank.com/welcomehome
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The Ebony Cross: by Anne Cassidy Waters
A world at war and the ancient land of 

Ireland makes a thrust for independence 
from the fading British Empire.

Bridie struggles to find her 
place and break the bound-
aries of her class and gender.

Danny is also searching and 
together they attempt to forge 
their own path.

Can Ellen put aside the 
shock of witnessing her 
brothers take the life of a 
neighbour, in order to help 
Sarah who has been violated.

The unity of the farm and 
the three brothers, Liam, 
Seamus and Ciaran is further 
fractured when the ebony 
cross, a symbol of freedom 
and conflict, is removed.

This is the story of the 
McShane family, and the 
bitterness that developed as 
Ireland struggled for nation-
hood. Kindle 4.95 

      Paperback 14.99

I have always loved writing and have had 
success with my short stories. The time 

needed to write a novel only 
became available once my 
four children became adults. 
My mother hailed from Co. 
Donegal while my father 
came from Co. Mayo. The 
stories they related of their 
own youth, and of their own 

parents and grandparents, 
fascinated me. The chang-
ing face of Ireland, partic-
ularly from the turn of the 
century and independence, 
intrigued me.

My first novel ‘The Ebony 
Cross’ depicts how women, 
especially, managed to find 
their own way, and occupy 
their own space, despite 
the barriers in place within 
the new Ireland. Overall, 
however, it is a romantic 
story and I hope you enjoy 
it. Buy Book Here!

Grand Opening of the Harling School of Irish Dance. People holding the scissors 
are Alyssa Harling, TCRG and Sean McDermott (mayor of Countryside). Also 
pictured are 2 dancers (Abigail Kamin and Dylan Rafferty - Harling School of 
Irish Dance’s first 2 students), John and Mimi Harling (parents of Alyssa), and 
Evadean Cleland (daughter of Alyssa and dancer at the school).

https://floodbrothersdisposal.com
https://www.amazon.com/Ebony-Cross-Century-Donegal-Adversity-ebook/dp/B09T3R4VDM
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Is It Time To Return 
To The Work Force?

We have all heard about the great 
number of people who have walked away 
from their jobs in recent months/years. If 
that includes you, perhaps it’s time to think about returning to the 
world of work? I have some thoughts on things you should consider 
in the process.

What do you really want to do for a living? Many of us take a job 
simply to have a job, without giving it much thought. A buddy of yours 
tries to convince you to join him or her at their place of employment, 
you could even carpool with them. But my question for your consid-
eration is does this job really excite you? I suggest that you go sit on 
a park bench or some other quiet place and think about the job you 
would really like. As I mentioned in my column a few months ago, I 
heard a wonderful speaker ask a question, “why not me?”

Having been in the employment field for years, I have seen a lot 
of people take jobs beneath their abilities. Frankly, as a young man 
I did it myself, I had quit my job with the Monon Railroad and a 
buddy suggested that I take a job with his company. I took the job 
and within the first week I was kicking myself; it was a boring job. 
So when I walked past the boss’ office and he called me in and asked 
how I was doing, I told him I had only been there for a week, but I 
would give him a week’s notice. I was quitting. What a relief that 

was. Interestingly enough, I went back 
to the Railroad for lunch and got talking 
to one of the accounting managers, who 
offered me a job on the spot. I started 
that job the following Monday. My new 
job paid better than my previous position 
with the Railroad. 

Development in technology now allows 
any job seeker to explore a far broader 
field of companies of course. You can 
search out many opportunities. You owe 
it to yourself to do some homework on 
your next position. You can equip yourself 
with a boatload of information about po-
tential employers. Your research will also 
help you to eliminate companies that are 
not easily accessible. In my experience, I 
feel that many job seekers simply settle 
too quickly for a position not as good as 
they are capable of handling. 

The idea of preparing a resume scares 
a lot of people. But you need to have 
a resume that tells your work history 
effectively. Go to a book store and you 
will find a number of books that include 
sample resumes. Obviously the internet 
can been of enormous help also. Use 
either or both resources; they will be 
helpful as you develop your resume. 
Once you have prepared a draft copy 
share it with friends, get their opinions. 
Commonly, if a job seeker is serious, he 
or she will rework and polish their draft 
more than once. Be sure to highlight your 
achievements. Does your resume answer 
the question, why should this company 
consider you?

The days of face to face interviewing 

has been replaced or at least modified by 
many companies. They will screen poten-
tial employees initially by some form of 
technology which allows the company to 
assess more candidates. So you need to 
be prepared to be interviewed on line. 
Decide what you are going to tell the 
remote personnel person. Practice what 
you going to say; remember you only have 
a short time to make your case. Help the 
HR people by giving them positive things 
about your background. In my experience, 
I can assure you that many people fail to 
convince the interviewer that they are a 
viable candidate.

There are three golden rules in the pro-
cess of a job search. They are NETWORK, 
NETWORK, AND NETWORK. Too many job 
seekers simply don’t do a very good job of 
networking. There are all kinds of sources 
that will help you find potential leads. Talk 
to anyone who has a pulse. You need to 
believe that most people will help you if 
you give them some reason to assist you. 
Yes, total strangers will help you.

You must do your homework on any com-
pany that interests you. And be sure to let 
the interviewer know that you did that. If 
you tell the interviewer something about 
his company that he doesn’t know, it will 
probably be received positively. 

Make a commitment to yourself that 
you will stay focused on the job search. It 
should not be a casual approach. Let every-
one know that you are in the search mode. 

If you are computer savvy, you have a 
definite advantage. Conversely, if you lack 
a good understanding of the internet, seek 
help from a smart friend. I am amazed to 
find that some job seekers don’t use the 
social media as much as they should.

Other thoughts: Take some time to enjoy 
the ride: Help someone else in the process, 
it will help you in the long run; Enlist a 
friend as your conscience and finally, Carpe 
Diem (seize the day).

Other Thoughts
I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. 

I do and I understand. Unknown
If you’re never scared or embarrassed 

or hurt, it means you never take chances. 
By Julia Sorel, actress and Author of Rocky 

James F. Fitzgerald, Formerly the pres-
ident of James F. Fitzgerald & Associates, 
has a long history in the field of employ-
ment. He retired in December, 2020.

 Mel Dermody

Hearing Instrument Specialist
  Now Taking 
          Appointments at 
  Gaelic Park
      and the

Irish American Heritage Center
mel@hearingworldonline.com
www.hearingworldonline.com

3 Offices to Serve You!
Hearing World - CHICAGO

1136 S Delano Court Ste B201 Chicago IL 60605
Free Underground Parking!

312-528-3233
Hearing World - PARK RIDGE

350 S Northwest Highway Ste 300 Park Ridge IL 60068
847-999-5111

Hearing World - INDIANA
1112 Indianapolis Blvd Ste 103

Schereville IN 46375
219-351-0073
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Irish American Hall of Fame to Recognize Class of 2020 Inductees on April 30, 2022 at IAHC
The Irish American Hall of 

Fame would have celebrated 10 
years of recognizing outstanding 
Irish Americans in April 2020.  
Obviously, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and the restrictions on 
large gatherings, that couldn’t 
happen either in 2020 or even 
in 2021!  The next Hall of Fame 
Gala will be held on April 30, 
2022.  We look forward to gath-
ering once again with the best 
of the Chicago Irish community 
to recognize the eight out-
standing 2020 inductees and 
Hometown Hero listed below.  
This esteemed group will join 
the 86 Irish Americans previously 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

Questions?  Email 
halloffame@irishahc.org.
2020 Inductees
Arts & Humanities
Liz Carroll (born September 

Be There When We Honor These
Individuals, April 30th in the Erin Room
of the Irish American Heritage Center

To purchase tickets to the Awards Gala, 
please visit www.iahof.org 
or call 773.282.7035, X10

19, 1956) is an Irish fiddler, 
composer, and recording artist. 

Conan Christopher O’Brien 

(born April 18, 1963) is an Amer-
ican television host, comedian, 
writer, and producer. 

Business & Industry
Kathleen Kennedy (born June 

5, 1953) , co-founder of Amblin 
Entertainment with Steven 
Spielberg in 1982 and currently 

the President of Lucasfilms LTD.
Public Service
Ambassador Jean Kennedy 

Smith (1928-2020), younger 

sister to Hall of Fame inductees, 
President John Kennedy and 
Senator Robert Kennedy, she 
was the founder of “Very Special 
Arts” and served as U.S. Ambas-
sador to Ireland from 1993-98. 

Religion
Monsignor John “Jack” Egan 

(1916-2001) was a Catholic 
priest who fought for issues of 
social justice, racial equality and 
human dignity. DePaul University 
established the Monsignor John 
J. Egan Urban Center in 1994 
to serve the community and 
economic development plans 
and initiatives of low-income 
and minority neighborhoods in 
Chicago. 

Sports
John F. McDonough (born 

May 19, 1953) is a sports and 
marketing visionary who has 
presided over two of the great-
est professional team success 
stories in Chicago history, the 
Chicago Cubs and the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Education
Father James F. Maguire, S.J. 

(1904-2000) was Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago’s 20th president 
beginning in 1955, serving for 
15  years. He lead the univer-
sity through a period of growth 
to become the largest Catholic 
university in the United States 
by 1970. 

Science
Rachel Louise Carson (1907 

– 1964) is an American marine 
biologist, author, and conserva-
tionist whose book Silent Spring 

and other writings are credited 
with advancing the global envi-
ronmental movement. 

2020 Hometown Hero
James F. Coyne is Business 

Manager for Chicago Journey-
man’s Plumbers Local 130 UA 
and long-time General Chairman 
of the Chicago St. Patrick’s Day 
parade and the annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day Queen Contest.  Jim 
serves as Vice President for the 
Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago.

A family saga of love and loss, war and turmoil.
A world at war and the ancient land of Ireland makes 

a thrust for independence from the fading British 
Empire.

Bridie struggles to find her place and break the 
boundaries of her class and gender.

Danny is also searching and together they attempt 
to forge their own path.

Can Ellen put aside the shock of witnessing her 
brothers take the life of a neighbour, in order to help 
Sarah who has been violated.

The unity of the farm and the three brothers, 
Liam, Seamus and Ciaran is further fractured when 
the ebony cross, a symbol of freedom and conflict, 
is removed.

This is the story of the McShane family, and the 
bitterness that developed as Ireland struggled for 
nationhood.

Kindle 4.95 Paperback 14.99
Available at Amazon.com!

The Ebony Cross
by Anne Cassidy Waters

See Story Page 9

http://halloffame@irishahc.org
http://www.iahof.org
http://Amazon.com!
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Gaelic Games Rocking Music City
By Conor Doolan
Nashville, the home of Country 

Music, Hot Chicken and Honky 
Tonks, is one of the fastest grow-
ing cities in the United States. 
Music City is also home to a ded-
icated club of Gaelic Football and 
Hurling fanatics. Though they 
may be far from the green sods 
of the Irish homeland, Nashville 
Gaelic Athletic Club continues 
to go from strength to strength.

The club origins have their 
roots in an enthusiastic group of 
Middle Tennessee State Universi-
ty students who fell in love with 
hurling. These students joined 
the Nashville GAC after it was 
founded by John Watson and Anji 
Wall. The club’s green and gold 
jerseys are inspired by Blackrock 
GAA in Cork City. 

Historically, Tennessee has a 
long and proud legacy of Scots-

Irish settlers dating back to the 
1700s. Those early pioneers 
played their part in the founding 
of Nashville. For example the Do-
nelson, Robertson and Henderson 
families can all trace their lin-
eage to Ulster. In the aftermath 
of Ireland’s darkest hour, the 
Great Hunger, in the mid-1800s 
Irish families immigrated to the 

United States - some eventually 
settling in south eastern states. 

Today, the ever-growing Irish 
community centered around 
Nashville features traditional 
dancing and music schools, folk 
bands, and a local branch of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. 

In the GAA ranks, the Nashville 
Gaelic Athletic Club recently 
won its first invitational football 
tournament in November. Nash-

ville GAC hosted the tournament 
and featured competition from 
neighboring clubs from Memphis 
and Atlanta. Naturally being 
located far from the major hubs 
of the Irish diaspora, Nashville’s 
club membership is predom-
inantly American born. Every 
year the club has a very active 
social calendar including monthly 
meetings and family dinners.

Nashville GAC featured as part 
of an impressive line-up of Irish 
cultural events in early March, 
providing exhibition games for 
the County Sumner Irish Festival, 
which was held in Bledsoe’s His-
torical Park near Gallatin, Tennes-
see. Events Manager at Sumner 
County Tourism Grace McKinney 
confirmed that 2,300 visitors were 
exposed to the world of Gaelic 
Games. The festival itself was a 

resounding success. 
Chairman Noah Fitzpatrick is 

keen to develop links with the 
ever-growing Irish community 
in Nashville. “This is certainly 
something we want to continue 
to see grow,” says the Tennessee 
native Fitzpatrick, who traces 
his lineage back to County Cork. 
“Our long-term goal is the es-
tablishment of our own Gaelic 
grounds somewhere in this rap-
idly expanding city of Nashville, 
that would be a dream come 
true - especially if all of the Irish 
groups continue in working to-
gether to promote Irish culture.”

“The club is a tight knit group,” 
says Jennifer Barry, Nashville 
GAC’s Public Relations Officer 
and wife of Cork-born Liam 
Barry. “Our club consists of folks 
from all walks of life and we are 
always looking for new members 
to join our family.” Barry says the 

club’s next event will be one of 
the most exciting of the year. 
“Our next major event is the 
Music City Invitational Hurling 
Tournament on April 2nd. We’ll 
be holding it at Ted Rhodes Fields 
just north of the city center. 
We’ll host clubs from Knoxville, 
TN; Atlanta, GA; Naperville, IL; 
Memphis, TN; and many more.  
So, get in touch. We can be 
found on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram as NashvilleGAC. We’d 
love to hear from you!’’

Nashville GAC would love to 
hear from Chicago GAA clubs 
(football, hurling and camogie) 
if they want to come down and 
visit us or vice versa, contact 
Conor Doolan at 

doolan32@gmail.com
Find out more on the clubs at 

www.nashvillegac.com

Coming in Our May Edition
Our New ‘Irish in Business’ Column

Featuring Tim and Patricia Coonan of
Big Shoulder’s Coffee Fame

Cronin Benefit 4-10 at Gaelic Park
Michael Cronin used to live 

here in Chicagoland. He worked 
in construction, and being from 
Coutny Cork, he was very popu-
lar here with his fellow Irish men 
and women.

He moved  back to Ireland 
with his wife and kids, and was 
doing well until he had a terrible 
accident while at work and fell 
some 50 feet. He survived but 
unfortunately, he is paralyzed 
from the shoulders down.

His friends, here have put to-
gether a raffle which includes a 
weeks stay in Florida, and a card 
game featuring the popular Irish 
game of 25 which will be held at 

Gaelic Park on April 10th at 3pm
All are invited and asked to 

support Michael and his family.
At press time we only have 

phone numbers, but they are 
working on a way to donate 
online.

If you would like to donate 
you can sponsor a table at the 
card game , even if you can’t 
be there to play for $100, and/
or you can buy raffle tickets 
for the week’s stay in Florida 
at $50 each.

To lend your support, contact 
Mike Murphy, 708-774-2427, 
Gerry Neland, 708-601-4678, or 
Rasher at 708-860-8226.

http://www.ichc.net
mailto:doolan32%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
http://www.nashvillegac.com
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Harold Washington at 100: Rick Kogan 
Discusses with Author Peter Nolan 4-20

WHO: 
The Society of 

Midland Authors 
hosts Chicago Tri-
bune columnist 
and WGN Radio 
“After Hours” host 
Rick Kogan in con-
versation with for-
mer NBC5 political 
reporter Peter Nolan, author of 
“Campaign! The Election that 
Rocked Chicago” (Amika Press).

WHAT: Harold at 100: Poli-
tics, Characters and the Great 
Harold Washington

WHEN: 
Tuesday, April 

20, 2022
Cocktails 
6:00-7:00 p.m 

(Cash bar and 
l ight refresh-
ment buffet)

Program 
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Free of charge 

and open to the public, no ad-
vance registration required

WHERE: Cliff Dwellers Club, 
200 S. Michigan Avenue, 22nd 
Floor, Chicago

WHY: April 15, 2022, marks 
the 100th birthday of Har-

old Washington, 
Chicago’s first Af-
r i can -Amer i can 
mayor. To commem-
orate this centen-
nial, two veteran 
newsmen will trade 
memories and

share their in-
sights regarding 

Washington’s tumultuous, his-
tory-making 1983 election, his 
time in office and his legacy 
today. As one of Chicago’s fa-
vorite men-about-town, Chicago 
Tribune and WGN

Radio journalist 
Rick Kogan was 
in a front row 
seat during the 
Washington years. 
Multi-awardwin-
ning television 
journalist Peter 
Nolan covered 
Harold Washing-
ton extensively 

over the course of his long ten-
ure at NBC5 and explains that he 
was inspired to write his book 
“Campaign!” because

“I’m not sure there was ever 
a better time to be a newsman 
in this town.”

Rick Kogan

Peter Nolan

Art Exhibit ‘People’s Choice’ Awards Given Out May 1st
The art show at the Irish 

American Heritage Center re-
cently was a big success. 

Well over 200 people came 
to view the exhibit!

First prize of $350 went to 
Margaret Prescott for her oil 
and cold wax entry, Winter in 
County Wicklow. 

Second prize of $250 was 
awarded to Peter Bucks for his 
oil painting Jean’s Coffee. 

The third prize of $150 went 
to Julie San Felipe for her 
mixed media piece called A 
Child Dancing in the Wind.

On April 21, as part of “Irish 
Art in Action,” the gallery will 
be open from 6-7:00 PM. It will 
close for a lecture in the library 
at 7:00 and reopen for 30 min-
utes to end the night’s events. 
Go to www.irish-american.org 
to register for this

The Irish American Heritage 
Center Award and Peoples’ 
Choice Award will be given out 
May 1st at the closing recep-
tion at which all are invited to 
attend, scheduled for 1-4 pm. 

Artists can take their work 
home after 3:30pm

For other opportunities to 
view the exhibit, contact Kath-
leen Kelly at 773-736-1713

Margaret Prescott, 1st placeWinter in County Wicklow

Peter Bucks, 2nd place
Jean’s Coffee

Julie San Felipe, 3rd place
A Child Dancing in the Wind

http://destinyseniorcare.com
http://www.irish-american.org 
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A family tradition of Irish Radio in Chicago
Since 1951!  Jack, Denise, and Ed Hagerty Host 

The Hagerty Irish Hour 
9 am - 11am Saturdays WPNA 1490 AM

In New Book, Loyola Professor Adds Fresh 
Perspective on Northern Ireland Conflict

 By Emmett Fitzpatrick
The Northern Ireland Troubles have been 

the subject of academic papers, songs, po-
ems, novels, news stories, and even movies 
(think Belfast) since the signing of the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement, and local scholar 
Molly Melin has added to this library with 
her new book The Building and Break-
ing of Peace: Corporate Activities 
in Civil War Prevention. In the book, 
Melin, a Lake Forest resident who serves 
as Associate Professor of Political Science 
at Loyola University Chicago, studies the 
unique role that corporations have played 
in peacebuilding efforts across the globe, 
including in Northern Ireland.

Melin spent years engaged in research 
putting together this book, crisscrossing 
the globe between countries that recently 
experienced a resolution of significant 
conflict. Notably, the role of businesses in 
resolving the Northern Ireland contrasted 
with their role in ending the conflict in 
other places like Colombia, where they 

played a more direct role in crafting the 
agreement, not only urging its passing. 

“Corporations in Northern Ireland played 
an important role in ending the conflict 
by promoting peace,” Melin said during 
an interview with Irish American News in 
March. “Businesses were struggling, many 
of them were a target of bombings, and 
their main focus was ensuring that a deal 
was made, not the particulars of the deal.”

Melin, an Irish American who has called 
the Chicago area home since 2008, has 
particularly relished the experience of 
researching and leading students on trips 
to Northern Ireland. Her son, a proud 
redhead, felt an immediate connection 
with the people of Derry, and she benefit-
ed from engaging with a small academic 
community of scholars in Belfast and the 
surrounding area.

“People were so open and willing to 
help with my research,” Melin remarked. 
“It made me wonder how people who are 
so friendly could have ended up in such a 

violent situation.”
While the peace agreement has largely 

held, Melin emphasized that Northern 
Ireland still faces challenges, particularly 
regarding intergenerational unemploy-
ment, continued segregation in schools, 
and the effects of Brexit. To that end, she 
currently works with Community Dialogue, 
a Belfast-based organization that is com-
mitted to a dialogue process, developed 
over the years, to help transform under-
standing and build trust among people 
who often hold opposing political, social 

Molly Melin

and religious views. She believes in the 
importance of “making peace more de-
sirable for everyday citizens,” particularly 
by providing career and entrepreneurship 
opportunities for young people to ensure 
they are invested in maintaining peace. 

Questions about the role of businesses 
in addressing violent conflicts have taken 
on new relevance as the world witnessed 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine this year. Melin 
cautioned against making an exact com-
parison between 1990s Northern Ireland 
and present day Ukraine, for one main 
reason: in the current crisis, companies 
are largely taking a stand against one side 
(Russia), rather than acting as impartial 
supporters of peace, as they did in North-
ern Ireland. Still, the role that corpora-
tions play in conflicts will likely subject 
of debate for years to come, and Melin 
shows no signs of slowing down her travel 
or research activities. This spring, she is 
embarking on a book tour of Europe and 
plans to lead a group of Loyola students to 
Belfast for a special study abroad program 
next year.

Professor Molly Melin’s The Building and 
Breaking of Peace: Corporate Activities 
in Civil War Prevention and Resolution 
was published by Oxford University Press in 
2021 and is available for purchase online.

An old photo. A transatlantic quest. 
A secret kept for generations.

An Irish American Story

“An engrossing love letter to Ireland that emanates from  
the deepest human yearning to find one’s own roots.”  

—Lauren Etter, author of The Devil’s Playbook

Available from antobarbooks.com or wherever books are sold.

L E T ' S  H A V E  A  C O N V E R S A T I O N  A B O U T  
M A K I N G  T H A T  H A P P E N !

kpatton@bhhschicago.com
773.445.4442
kimpattonsells.com

T H I N K I N G  O F  B U Y I N G  O R  S E L L I N G ?

3580 W. 95th St., Evergreen Pk

https://streema.com/radios/WPNA
http://www.globalirishradio.com
http://www.antobarbooks.com
mailto:kimpattonsells.com?subject=
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For Booking: www.celticratpack.com

Grave Sites Available Gratis
Single grave sites are available, gratis, to individu-

als who participated in the struggle for freedom and 
justice in Ireland.

A few are in Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Hillside, IL Clan 
na Gael plot in Lot A, Block 1, Section G. 

More are in Chicago’s Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 2900 w. 
111th St., in the Irish Nationalist Brotherhood plot 340 
in Section 15. For further information contact

maryosullivanpaa@gmail.com or 312/664-7651

Turtle Bunbury Celebrates the Lives of Global Irish
Turtle Bunbury’s Global Irish is a new series celebrat-

ing the extraordinary lives of Irish people who found 
fame in the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. The 
Global Irish episodes will be released on a weekly 
basis,which began with the story of Hercules Mulligan 
(1740 – 1825), the Irish tailor and Patriot spy who saved 
none other than George Washington’s life…not once, 
but twice!

The next episodes include: Ernest Shackleton (1874 
–1922): The Kildare-born sailor, one of the most re-
markable explorers of all time, whose heroic exploits 
in Antarctica have inspired people for over a hundred 
years. The discovery of the wreck of Shackleton’s ship 
Endurance, announced on 9 March 2022, makes this 
especially timely. 

Nellie Cashman (1845 – 1925): The Cork woman who 
befriended Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday, and became 
known as the ‘Angel of the Cassiar’ after a daring rescue 
operation in British Columbia.

The Incredible Mr (Arthur) Kavanagh (1831-1889): 
The limbless nobleman from County Carlow who be-
came one of the most astonishing travellers in history.

Lola Montez (1821 – 1861): The incredible tale of 
the tempestuous Sligo-born dancer who seduced Franz 
Liszt and brought King Ludwig of Bavaria crashing down 
before embarking upon a new life running a saloon for 
gold miners in California. 

Arthur Conan Doyle (1859 - 1930) The remarkable 
story of the Sherlock Holmes creator’s Irish roots. 

Turtle Bunbury’s Global Irish will be available weekly 
across all podcast platforms, including Spotify, A-Cast, 
Audible and Apple. 

Commenting on the origins of the series, Turtle Bun-
bury said: “I’ve always been very passionate about the 
subject of the Irish abroad, and the impact they have 
made on history. I was a travel writer for many years, 
and I always looked for Irish connections wherever I 
went. I was never disappointed. I adore telling these 
tales through the medium of podcasts, and I am thrilled 
to work with The Irishman, a delightful portfolio of 
whiskeys produced in my own home county of Carlow.”

Bernard Walsh, the creator of The Irishman portfolio, 
and Managing Director of Walsh Whiskey, observed:

“Turtle has curated a wonderful cast, whose lives 
coincided with the original golden era of Irish whiskey 
from the 18th to early 20th centuries, for us to explore. 
They all lived extraordinary lives by the standards of 
any century, begging the question - were their exploits 
shaped by Irish spirit or the spirit of the Irish? We hope 
listeners of the podcasts will join us both in spirit and 
with spirit!”

Turtle Bunbury (Historian & Author) with 
Bernard Walsh, Creator of The Irishman 
and Co-Founder of Walsh Whiskey at 
Lisnavagh House in County Carlow
Turtle Bunbury is one of Ireland’s most prolific his-

torians, with over twenty published books, as well 
as an active podcaster and a frequent figure on Irish 
television and radio. His 2021 book, The Irish Diaspora 
was described by BBC History Magazine as ‘a fascinating 
assortment of case histories … impeccably researched.’ 
The launch of Global Irish coincides with the installation 
of his 50th Past Tracks history panel in an Irish railway 
station, a collaboration with Irish Rail / Iarnród Éireann. 

Turtle was awarded the Gilmartin Medal in 2021. 
Turtle is married to the novelist Ally Bunbury. They live 
in County Carlow, Ireland, with their two daughters. 

mailto:lizziemcneillschi%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:arthurmurphy%40murphyandsmith.net?subject=
https://www.celticratpack.com
mailto:%20maryosullivanpaa%40gmail.com?subject=
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How Sleep Deprivation
Affects Dementia

Sleep deprivation, or sleep apnea, is a 
common disrupted sleep condition with 
significant health effects. Approximately 
a third of individuals in the United States 
sleep fewer than seven hours each night, 
less than the recommended minimum. A 
lack of sleep has immediate implications, 
such as an inability to think the next day if 
you don’t get enough sleep the night be-
fore. However, what happens if you barely 
get enough sleep for days at a time?

This article discusses how chronic sleep 
deprivation is related to an increased risk of 
dementia, a loss of cognitive function that 
Aishling Care Academy targets to educate 
caregivers. We’ll refer to dementia rather 
than Alzheimer’s disease in this text for 
brevity. There are different types of demen-
tia, but Alzheimer’s is the most prevalent.

Chronic Sleep Deprivation
Everyone has the occasional night when 

they don’t get that much rest. You may 
not be your best self afterwards if this 
continues for a few nights. Acute sleep 
deprivation is what you’re experiencing. 
Consistent sleep deprivation can exac-
erbate the condition. It progresses to 
chronic after three months of not getting 
adequate sleep.

When you don’t get enough shut-eye, 
what happens to your brain?

A well-rested brain is more efficient than 
one that is not. When you sleep, your brain 
gets a chance to recharge.

While sleeping, you become less con-
scious of what’s happening around you, 
your motions slow down, and your meta-
bolic rate slows down. Your brain relaxes 
and replenishes during this stage of sleep. 
Your brain has been rested in the morning, 
leading to clearer thoughts.

On the other hand, lack of sleep might 
compromise your brain’s ability to work 
correctly. Eventually, you will feel the 
consequences of not getting enough sleep 
throughout your body since your brain is in 
charge of everything you do and everything 
you think. Depriving yourself of enough 
sleep regularly has been shown to nega-
tively affect your mood, cognitive clarity, 
and physical stamina.

What is the relationship between de-

mentia and sleep 
deprivation?

A bad night’s 
s l e e p  m i g h t 
harm your men-
tal health the 
following day. A 

lack of sleep over a long period can cause 
significant and long-lasting difficulties 
with your mental health. Those who sleep 
fewer than 4 hours a night, for example, 
are at greater risk of memory loss and 
cognitive impairment.

Although further study is needed, a his-
tory of sleep problems appears to raise the 
chance of developing dementia in specific 
individuals. According to one research, 
sleep deprivation may increase your risk of 
dementia by 20%. Even obtaining less than 
the recommended amount of sleep each 
night in your middle years might boost your 
future risk of the said condition.

Additionally, according to recent find-

ings, sleep deprivation can increase your 
risk of dementia. The study showed a sin-
gle night of sleep deprivation to increase 
levels of beta-amyloid in the brain, which 
are proteins linked to the impaired ability 
to think. After missing a night’s sleep, 
beta-amyloid levels in the subjects’ brains 
rose in the brain regions including the 
thalamus and hippocampus. These brain 
regions are particularly sensitive to dam-
age in the early stages of dementia.

Bottom Line
Getting enough sleep is much more 

critical than previously realized. Depriving 
yourself of sleep regularly can have signifi-
cant repercussions, including an increased 
chance of developing dementia. Moreover, 
prioritizing a good night’s sleep is essential 
to a healthy aging process. 

Patients with dementia need a different 
type of care and approach. Aishling Care 
Academy, with its simulations and real-life 
informative demo, equips caregivers with 
the needed skill and manner of caring for 
the elderly with dementia. Contact us to 
know more about our courses.

O L D
O R L A N D
I N S U R A N C E
A G E N C Y,  I N C .

Since 1946

HOME • LIFE • AUTO • HEALTH • BUSINESS

ALL TYPES OF CONTRACTORS

14308 Union Orland Park, IL 60462
7 0 8 - 3 4 9 - 2 0 0 0

“We sell Peace Of Mind.”

http://darkqueenofdonegal.com
http://www.oldorlandinsurance.com
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AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

Call Patrick Riordan today!

6035 N. Northwest Hwy.   Suite 207   Chicago, IL 60631

773.631.3388

We Get Letters
Rembering Ireland 

the Way it Was!
My childhood recollections 

of St. Patrick’s Day in the land. 
of St. Patrick’s Day was always 
a day off from School! Up at 
cock’s crow, we dressed in our 
Sunday best. We dare not forget 
to leave the house, without 
wearing our shamrocks and 
badges. The badge was a green 
material that consisted of a 
gold harp and a picture of St. 
Pat himself. 

The girls also wore green 
mirrors in their hair.

Our hasty breakfast included 
bacon, boiled eggs, soda bread 
with butter and marmalade.

A rushed exit handed us in 
Church where we received our 
endless sermon.

With a sip and a hop we were 
loading the carriages, lorries, 
private cars and trucks with 
provisions and passengers.

Our first stop was a mile 
away at the Parish sports field. 
There we did the 3-legged race, 
skip rope, tug-o-war and much 
more. There were no winners 
or losers that day, all were 
victorious.

After we tidied up, we were 
on our way to the nearest town. 
There in the Barrach’s Square 
the parade begins.

The opening is “The Soldier’s 
Song.” All musicians are present 
and participating. The observers 
and the listeners notice and 
hear their favorite songs and 
join in the chorus.

As the parade comes to an 
end, the gentlemen decide to 

wet their lips. As a rule the 
pubs are closed, so they gain 
entrance by the back door. 
Hours fade and by gum, you’ll 
sei neither hide nor hair of them 
til hunger strikes!

In the meantime, the young 
ladies treat themselves to a 
matinee.

Now the drivers are prepared 
to head home after a long day. 
We are now counting heads 
as we enter the vehicles, that 
transported us to town.

With blistered heels, skinned 
knees, scraped elbows, we’re 
seeking a comfortable spot to 
rest. 

How elated we are to see our 
unloading zone!

The mothers usually remain 
home to prepare the exciting 
meal for supper. The table has 
been set with more than usual 
care. Our dishes had to be stain 
free, or it’s not to be used. It 
annoyed us that such prepara-
tion was necessary on this day!

Our elaborate dinner consist-
ed of mashed potatoes with lots 
of butter, cabbage, fried onions 
and roast Goos with dressing.

After a heavy meal we en-
joyed records on the gramo-
phone. We danced the jigs, 
reels, and hornpipes til we were 
motionless and still.

Grandpa enjoyed winding the 
record player which was a great 
help to us.

The young adults were al-
lowed to attend “the Irish 
Ceile” in the nearby town.

They were expected home 
by midnight. Most of them re-
turned in the wee hours of the 
morning

Depleted of all energy we call 
it a day. 

Already we are looking for-
ward to next year’s festivities!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
  J oan McDonough 
Dear Cliff, I enjoy reading 

The Irish American News each 
month. I felt that Conor O’Con-
nor’s column, Generation Next, 
“Time for Ireland to Join NATO”, 
on page 34 of the March issue, 
was excellent! Very concise and 
very well-written. Sincerely, 
Helene Hembreiker

mailto:info%40amazinggracesenior.com?subject=
mailto:pat%40riordaninsurancegroup.com?subject=
mailto:sheilapenny%40comcast.com?subject=
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On the Upbeat
By Maryann 
McTeague Keifer

We made it through the High Holy Month, and wasn’t 
it exciting to be able to celebrate it again with friends 
and family, live music, and lots of good craic?! Concerts 
with Lunasa, Danu, Bohola, Goitse, Socks in the Frying 
Pan, We Banjo 3, Screaming 
Orphans, Dervish, and all of our 
great local bands and musicians, 
parades, activities at Gaelic Park 
and IAHC, and tipping a pint with 
friends at a pub gave us a feeling 
of normalcy after two years of 
Covid cancellations. It felt good! 
This month there are a few more 
concerts including The Martin 
Hayes Quartet at Old Town School 
of Folk Music, The Big Squeeze of 
Jimmy Keane and John Williams 
at Chief O’Neill’s, and The Byrne 
Brothers at IAHC. Get your tickets, 
support these musicians who can 
finally be out playing, and enjoy 
yourselves. Hit a session at Chief 
O’Neill’s, Galway Arms, The Graf-
ton, Harp & Fiddle, Galway Bay, 
Gaelic Park, IAHC, or one of the 
many other pubs.

Summer festivals are returning 
in almost full force. Milwaukee 
and Dublin, Ohio have announced 
their headliners and you’ll need 
to get your calendars marked for 
weekends of stellar music! 

Another thing starting to return 
to normal is the release of new albums, and they are 
beginning to be produced and several released. We Banjo 
3, Goitse, Runa, and Boxing Banjo all have albums in the 
final productions stages to be released between now and 
the start of the summer festivals.

An album worked on during the pandemic and just re-
leased is Le Chèile by three of Scotland’s most talented 
and prolific musicians, Charlie McKerron, Brian ÓhEadhra, 
and Sandy Brechin. A collection of dance tunes to get your 
toes tapping, slow airs that will wring your emotions, 
and gorgeous songs in Gaelic, this album will keep your 
interest throughout and definitely not disappoint!

Long standing member of Capercaillie, Session A9, The 
Big Sky, Celtic Fiddle Festival, and often playing with Tim 
Edey, Charlie McKerron is known for being a wizard with 
his fiddle. He produces for other musicians, composes and 
will enthrall you with his playing whether it be a beautiful 
air or a driving reel…

Dublin born, raised in Ireland and Newfoundland, mu-
sician, singer and songwriter based in Inverness for over 
35 years now, Brian ÓhEadhra benefits from the varied 
musical genres he was exposed to and the fluent Irish and 
Irish folklore of his father in composing and performing his 

songs and music. His vocals are like running 
velvet over your skin-smooth, soft and make 
you feel so good! Living in Inverness for over 
35 years now, he often performs with his wife, 
Fionnag NicChoinnich and also Tim Edey.

Sandy Brechin holds the title of one of 
Scotland’s most sought after accordionists. 

Acknowledged for his amazing fast finger-work, his inno-
vatiove style is known all over. He began playing when 
he was 8 years old in his town just outside of Edinburgh, 
and has been playing in bands and professionally since 

his teens.
Le Chèile gives you three huge 

names who have presented us 
with an album that will become a 
favorite in your collection with its 
beautiful Gaelic, Scots, and Irish 
songs and hand clapping toe tap-
pin’ tunes. Take a special listen to 
“Mo Nighean Donn Bhòidheach,” a 
gorgeous song singing of a lost love. 
“Waiting for the Federals” set is a 
great introduction to the tunes. 
This album is a definite contender 
for Trad Album of the Year!

Another spectacular album out 
this year is from West Kerry born 
multi award winning singer and 
flute player Muireann Nic Amhlao-
ibh. Former longtime singer with 
Danu for the last 5 years, she has 
embarked on a successful solo 
career. Her new collection, Róisín 
Reimagined with the Irish Chamber 
Orchestra has taken the ‘big songs’ 
of the tradition, all examples of the 
native Irish Classical culture, and 
given them more depth and style. 
The producer Dónal O’Connor, the 
Kilkenny Arts Festival and the Irish 

Chamber Orchestra commissioned six modern compos-
ers/arrangers Cormac McCarthy (who lived in Chicago 
for several years), Michael Keeney, Linda Buckley, Paul 
Campbell, Niamh Varian-Barry, and Sam Perkin to add 

their creativity to the beauty of each song. All come from 
very different musical genres. 

Opening with a gorgeous version of “Róisín Dubh,” the 
album invites you in to sit back, relax, and enjoy these 
sean-nós songs in a setting of stunning accompaniments. 
Muireann has always been known for her clear, enchanting 
voice, and this album positions her in a perfect setting. A 
brilliant alto, her voice here has almost a wooden flute 
or perhaps that of an oboe sound, full and rich. Raised as 
a native Irish speaker, Muireann navigates the lyrics with 
ease. It is nearly impossible to highlight one song over 
another as the quality throughout the album is extremely 
high so as to make that a difficult task. Muireann is able 
to take even the most difficult of songs, such as “An 
Chuulfhionn, and pour it out with spirit.

Róisín Unimagined is high end, classy, and should be on 
your shelf for those evenings you want beauty and quiet. 
We can only keep our fingers crossed that a tour or at 
least a program video of this becomes available.

I should also not that the it comes with an extensive 
booklet with the lyrics of each song in Irish and English.

A quick mention before we run out of room here, local 
singer, Jim Sullivan, has just released an EP of three songs 
accompanied by some inimitable musicians, Jimmy Moore 
on guitar, bass, and whistle, John Williams on 

accordion and concertina, Matt O’Connor on harmon-
ica, and Tim Mulvenna on percussion. Including ”Isle of 
Innisfree,” “The Glory of Love,” and a beautiful rendition 
of “Over the Rainbow,” this albumette well displays Jim’s 
lovely baritone voice and ability to tell a story through 
song.

The music is back!

http://www.celticagifts.com
https://fiddlershearth.com


 Greetings from 
 Gaelic Park!
 March witnessed our St. Patrick’s festivities back 
in full swing. Our annual “Ireland on Parade” hosted four 
nights of outstanding performances by 10 Irish dancing 
schools as well as traditional music by The Irish Musicians. 
“South Side Irish Sunday” drew a huge crowd of all ages hap-
pily resuming the traditional celebration following Mass and 
Irish Breakfast. And St. Patrick’s Day sees the return of our 
Luncheon and all-day musical lineup. 
 Gaelic Park was well represented in four parades this 
year–our float even took first place in the professional cat-
egory of the Tinley Park Irish Parade! Of special note, our 
past President, Judge John Griffin (Ret.), served as the Grand 
Marshall of the Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade. And long-
time Gaelic Park supporters, the late Tom and Cathy (nee 
Bourke) Chambers, were the Chicago Parade’s Special Guests 
of Honor, represented by their sons, T.J., Mike, and Kevin. 
We congratulate Judge Griffin as well as the Chambers and 
Bourke families.
 The fine weather of “South Side Irish Sunday” surely 
is a signal that spring is around the corner! Gaelic Park will 
be partnering with St. Vincent de Paul for a clothing and 
household items donation drive on April 9th and 10th. Our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on April 9th, and Eas-
ter Dinner will be offered on April 17th. 
 We invite you to stop by and experience the warmth 
of good food, friends, and fun at Gaelic Park in April! In the 
meantime, the blessings of St. Patrick to you and your fami-
lies.
 Noreen Lennon Hegarty
 Gaelic Park Board Member

HELP US HELP OTHERS
Donate new or gently used items.

Clean your closets. Change lives forever. 

Your donation makes a huge impact! It supports thrift store operations by 
offering low-cost or free* items for people in need. Thank you for your 

support by helping to provide a high quality experience for those in need. 

svdpchicago.org

> Clothing                 > Shoes                   > Purses                 

> Jewelry                 > Blankets                > Draperies              

> Linens                   > Rugs                      > Tools                           

> Lamps                  > Small Furniture** > Books                          

> Toys                      > Office Supplies   > Old Electronics***

>Baby Items****     >Household Items

We welcome the following donations! 

773.779.6700 ext. 111

Thank you! 

We welcome donations in boxes and/or bags. Bring Your Donations!
We are hosting a pick up

event at a location near you! 

*Free items are provided  through our emergency voucher program, which provides free 
clothing, furniture, and household items to those in need*
**Furniture – larger items can be brought to stores or call to schedule a pick up**
***Old Electronics – computers, lap tops, key boards, mice, flat screen monitors***
****Baby Items - excluding baby cribs****

****We CANNOT accept the following items - mattresses, TVs, pianos, organs, 
broken/unusable furniture.****

Chicago Gaelic Park

April 9 & 10 10am-2pm

Oak Forest, IL 



March - Live Music!
  April 1st Ray Gavin
  April 2nd St James Gate
  April 8th Kieran Byrne
	 	 April	9th	Bill	O	’Donahue
  April 15th Bernie Glim
	 	 April	16th	Damien	Patrick
	 	 April	22nd	The	Rockets
  April 23rd Gerry Haughey
  April 29th TBA

Friday Entertainment 7.30pm Saturday starts 8pm

Tringo is every Tuesday 7pm!

Senior	Luncheon	
April	6th	Joe	Cullen



         THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING HAPPENING AT GAELIC PARK!      APRIL 2022

Selected Dates Available 
For Your 

2022 Weddings & Events 
In our newly remodeled 

Emerald Room, 
Our Tara Room, 

Our Celtic Room,
Our Patio And In Our Pub

Gift Cards $10 to $1000!
Gift Donations  (any amount)

Memberships $30 to $205
(Available online , fill out form on these pages or call us!)

https://chicagogaelicpark.com

info or questions call
708-687-9323
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Honorable
James M. McGing

Personal Injury, Including:
Medical Negligence,

Construction Site Accidents,
Truck, Auto & Motorcycle,

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect
Workers” Compensation

Former Supervising Judge
Celtic Lawyer of the Year 2019

Call (773)-467-8000

Who is Liam Neeson? He is an 
actor from Co. Antrim, N. Ire-
land. The famous Giant’s cause-
way is found in Antrim. (40,000 
basalt interlocking columns) I 
thought of Neeson because he 
just came out with a new movie 
titled, “Blacklight”. It didn’t get 
great reviews but Neeson’s acting was 
outstanding. It’s about a government 
agent caught in the crosshairs of con-
spiracies and agents covers being blown. 

Neeson took boxing lessons in his 
adolescents, he won several regional 
titles. He went to St. Patrick’s college 
where he discovered a love of drama. He 
attended teacher training but left it for 
the theater. Basically, the rest is history. 
Neeson went on to star in “Schindler’s 
list”, “Michael Collins”, and “The Chron-
icles of Narnia”. He has been in over one 
hundred films. Some say Schindler’s list 
was his biggest blockbuster, it is about 
the Holocaust. 

Neeson married Natasha Richardson 
an English actress. But tragically she 
died in a skiing accident in Canada. They 
had two sons together. Neeson donated 
Richardson’s organs. One person’s organs 
can save up to eight lives with organ 
donation. 

Liam Neeson and I have something in 
common besides being Irish and that is 
we are against the use of guns. Some say 

he is a hypocrite because in most of his 
movies he is carrying a gun however that 
is only in the movies. Neeson is very much 
for controlling who owns a gun and very 
much in favor of gun safety and strong 
gun laws. 

Neeson was awarded an honorary doc-
torate from Queens university in Belfast. 
He was appointed Goodwill ambassador 
to UNICEF. (United Nations Children’s 
Fund 1946)

Sadly, Neeson’s 
mother Kitty died 
in 2020 he was un-
able to attend her 
funeral due to the 
pandemic travel 
restrictions. Nee-
son narrated the 

book, How the Irish saved civilization. 
Neeson won two Tony awards, three 

Golden Globes and he was listed num-
ber seven on the “Irish Times greatest 
actors list”. 

“Those we love don’t go away, they 
walk beside us everyday unseen, unheard 
but always near, still loved, still missed 

and very dear. Death leaves a heartache 
no one can heal; love leaves a memory 
no one can steal.” Headstone in Ireland

Gaelic for the month
Actor-aisteoir, Movie-scannan, Talent-

ed-cumasach
Widower-baintreach fir
I received a message from Fire Chief 

& Author Patrick Kenny. He wrote a book 
titled, “Taking the Cape off, How to lead 
through mental illness, Unimaginable 
grief & loss”. I am eager to read Patrick’s 
book as I have experienced some mental 
health issues myself. 

If you have any comments or questions, 
email: Molanive@yahoo.com

mailto:jamesmcging%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:%20Molanive%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://wdcb.org/
mailto:mcnamarahomegroup%40gmail.com?subject=
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE APRIL 2022PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE APRIL 2022
What a FUN month we had in March! It 
was so, SO wonderful seeing the building 
buzzing with our members and guests, 
music flooding the Fifth Province or Mayfair 
Theater, dancing on St. Patrick’s Day, and 
people flitting in and out of our Gift Shop! 
It makes my heart flutter knowing that we 
have many more wonderful events and 
evenings coming up in the future!

Last month we kicked off our Friday Fish 
Fries, along with our Irish Arts in Practice 
series and our Spring Inspirations: A Bien-
nial Visual Art Exhibit. Our Mayfair The-
ater hosted Jig Jam, Cherish the Ladies, 
the Screaming Orphans, a screening of A 
Quiet Man, and we were joined by many 
of our local favorite artists in the Fifth 
Province, such as the John Williams Trio 
and the Sullivan Brothers. We celebrated 
our Irish Heritage at the Wearing of the 
Green, our St. Patrick’s Fest, and on actual 
St. Patrick’s Day! While March was filled 
with our Irish and Irish-American heritage, 
April proves to be just as abundant in Irish 
culture!

Join us on April 30th for our Irish Amer-
ican Hall of Fame gala as we induct our 
2020 class (we’re so excited to finally hold 
this awards ceremony now that Covid19 
restrictions have eased). Please visit www.
iahof.org to view the 2020 class of induct-
ees!  Join us for one of our Friday Fish 
Fries before Easter, and stay for music in 
the Fifth Province and a pint! On April 
21st we’ll host the session “Women’s 
Work?” as the third part of our Irish Art in 
Practice series, and this lecture is available 
both online and in-person at the IAHC. 
Manchán Magan—Irish writer, perform-
er, playwright, traveler and documentary 

maker—joins us on April 27th to perform 
“Arán and Im.” We also have an evening 
of Anam Cara Creative Writing storytelling 
on April 18th and another tea session, “The 
Trials of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln,” on April 
23rd. Visit us at www.irish-american.org for 
more information on upcoming events, and 
to purchase your tickets where necessary!

How exciting it is to see the Irish Amer-
ican Heritage Center bustling again with 
all of the wonderful things that bring us 
together as a community! It was delightful 

seeing everyone back 
at our events in March, 
and we look forward to 
seeing you around the 
building in April! Until 
we meet again!

 
 
Nicole McDonagh-Tueffel, President 
Irish American Heritage Center



Join the Irish American Heritage Center  
for a one of a kind opportunity.
A live performance of “Aran & Im” (Bread & Butter)  A live performance of “Aran & Im” (Bread & Butter)  
A celebration of Irish language A celebration of Irish language 

Arán & Im is a celebration of language, land and local Arán & Im is a celebration of language, land and local 
Irish food, with freshly-baked traditional sourdough Irish food, with freshly-baked traditional sourdough 
bread for the audience to slice and spread with butter bread for the audience to slice and spread with butter 
they churn themselves from Irish cream.they churn themselves from Irish cream.

Arán & Im is produced in association with New York’s Arán & Im is produced in association with New York’s 
Irish Arts Center and is generously supported by  Irish Arts Center and is generously supported by  
Culture Ireland.Culture Ireland.

Local support is generously provided by Chicago and Local support is generously provided by Chicago and 
the Irish American Heritage Center’s own partners,  the Irish American Heritage Center’s own partners,  
na Gaeil Chicago, sharing the Irish Language.na Gaeil Chicago, sharing the Irish Language.

For more information on na Gaeil,  
visit https://www.nagaeil.org/

Only 100 participants  
will be able to  
view this one of  
a kind performance.

Tickets: $50 or  
a table of 8 for $400  
Wine is included at your table.

4626 North Knox Avenue • Chicago, IL 60630 
(773) 282-7035, ext. 10 • www.irish-american.org



Here’s what happening in April at the Center!Here’s what happening in April at the Center!

 4626 North Knox Avenue • Chicago, IL 60630 • (773) 282-7035, ext. 10 • www.irish-american.org

Conan O’Brien 
Arts  

& Humanities
 

Liz Carroll 
Arts  

& Humanities
 

Kathleen Kennedy 
Business  

& Industry 
 

Ambassador 
 Jean Kennedy Smith 

 Public Service 

John F.  
McDonough 

Sports 

Monsignor 
 John “Jack” Egan 

Religion

Father James J.  
Maguire, SJ 
Education

Rachel Carson 
Science 

James F. Coyne 
Hometown  
Hero Award

Join us Saturday, April 30 in the Erin Room as we celebrate our 10th Year of the Irish American Hall of Fame!

Monday, April 18, 20226:30pm-9pm

Tickets: $5 at the door

Enjoy an evening of humorous, heartfelt and riveting storytelling  
by students of the IAHC Memoir and Creative Writing classes.

Join us in the Library at the Irish American Heritage Center,   
and enjoy the product of these workshops.

2022 Tea Series 

MARY TODD LINCOLNMARY TODD LINCOLN
Teacher and performer Lynn Rymarz will portray  

Mary Todd Lincoln in a one-woman performance 

at the Irish American Heritage Center as part of 

our 2022 Tea Series performances.

Saturday, April 23rd, 11am to 1pm
Tickets are $25 for adults and  
$10 for children under twelve. 

To purchase tickets call 773-282-7035, x 10.
Join one of our most popular performers, Lynn Rymarz, as we  
explore the tragic and fascinating life of Mary Todd Lincoln!

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY Join us in the Fifth Province for a rare pub  Join us in the Fifth Province for a rare pub  
performance by troubadour Josh Okeefe.performance by troubadour Josh Okeefe.

Josh has sold-out shows from California to New York, Nashville,  Josh has sold-out shows from California to New York, Nashville,  
London, Glasgow and everywhere in between. He has performed  London, Glasgow and everywhere in between. He has performed  
with Kris Kristofferson, Alison Krause, and Rufus Wainwright – among with Kris Kristofferson, Alison Krause, and Rufus Wainwright – among 
many others! The opportunity to see this gifted young singer  many others! The opportunity to see this gifted young singer  

song-writer should not be missed!song-writer should not be missed!

Josh’s April 8th performance  Josh’s April 8th performance  
begins at 8:00pm. And as we  begins at 8:00pm. And as we  
like to do in the Fifth Provincelike to do in the Fifth Province

Friday, April 8th, 2022 
8:00—11:00pm

There is no cover charge!

March 4 - April 15, 2022
6:30-9pm in the Fifth Province 
Adults: $17 • Children Under 12: $12

Bring the whole family 
out during Lent for  
our traditional Irish 
Fish Fry. 
The meal includes fish 
and chips, cole slaw 
and a vegetable.  

Live music begins at 8pm. 
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Ireland Network Flourishes in Chicagoland
By Mike Danahey
Next year marks a significant milestone 

for Ireland Network Chicago, its 20th 
anniversary. 

Heeding the oft-quoted advice from 
noted Chicago architect and urban designer 
Daniel Burnham, the nonprofit is making 
no little plans, but aiming high in hope 
and work.

“In preparation, we are currently work-
ing on a five-year strategic plan, one that 
aims to inform, entice and engage our 
members, partners and the wider Irish 
community,” said INC Executive Director, 
Katie Fitzpatrick. “We will continue to 
deliver on our mission 
to strengthen a vibrant, 
diverse Irish community 
that is connected to Ire-
land and to each other.”

Fitzpatrick is the or-
ganization’s first paid 
employee. In 2021, Ire-
land’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs, through 
its Emigrant Support Pro-
gramme, agreed to fund 
a part-time executive 
director role to over-
see the organization’s 
professional development and strategic 
direction.

That support comes because of the role 
INC plays in connecting the Irish, Chica-
go-Irish and beyond. 

“While there are a number of well-es-
tablished Irish organizations in Chicago, 
INC occupies a unique space by providing 
a direct bridge to the Chicago business 
and Irish communities for those who have 
recently arrived from Ireland and those who 
have a strong connection to contemporary 
Ireland,” Fitzpatrick said.

Fitzpatrick also noted INC’s concept - to 
serve as a business and social network of 
Irish living and working in 
Chicago - has been so suc-
cessful that other cities 
have adopted the idea. 

“In 2010, the national 
umbrella organization, 
Irish Network USA, was 
established to integrate 
the various chapters that 
had popped up across the 
U.S.,” Fitzpatrick said.

INC began in 2003 as a 
vision realized by a small 
group of expats, many of 
whom remain active in 
the organization today, 

Fitzpatrick said. The group currently has 
230 members, many of whom came on 
board in recent years.

“Since 2021, despite the pandemic, INC 
has more than tripled our membership,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “We are proud that we 
provided valuable services that helped con-
nect our members and the Irish community 
during this incredibly difficult time.”

INC has also donated thousands of dollars 
to Concern Worldwide, Irish Community 
Services, the Dolehide-Calderon family 
and other Irish-related causes. 

“Philanthropy to our own from our own 
is, and always will be, our major accom-

plishment,” Fitzpatrick 
said.

As it prepares to enter its 
third decade, INC’s goal is 
to grow and scale.

“We intend to do this by 
being more purposeful in 
how we promote Ireland’s 
economic and trade prior-
ities; by providing quali-
ty programming, thought 
leadership and networking 
opportunities at little to 
no cost to the Irish com-
munity; and by helping 

our members and partners find success in 
Chicago,” Fitzpatrick said.

A social and business hub, INC mem-
bership is open to anybody who is Irish, 
Irish-American or has an affinity for Ireland, 
Ftizpatrick said. Dues are $80/year.

People are welcome to get a feel for INC 
by attending its First Fridays, social events 
held at a different Irish establishment on 
the first Friday of each month. Fitzpatrick 
said those gatherings usually draw veteran 
INC members, new arrivals from Ireland, 
J1 students, visa holders looking to con-
nect with Irish companies and everyone 
in between.

The INC calendar also in-
cludes “IN Conversations,” 
its speakers’ series on di-
verse topics of relevance 
and interest to the Irish 
community, along with a 
summer boat cruise, a golf 
outing and a variety of 
partner events.

The group also will be 
choosing its next president 
in May, when Garrett Dia-
mond’s two-year term ends. 
Diamond has been involved 
with INC since its early days 
and will continue to do so.

As an employee of the Fitzpatrick Hotels 
at the time, Diamond attended Ireland 
Network Chicago’s initial galas in the early 
2000s. Then, when he owned a small Irish 
pub in Wrigleyville, while not directly 
involved in the Network, Diamond’s place 
hosted some First Fridays and other small 
events.

Finding himself in the job market, in 
2016 Diamond wound up getting involved 
in the group by serving on its executive 
committee, where his friend, James 
Sheehan, was the president. Diamond now 
works as an account executive with Stuart 
Dean, a company that provides interior and 
exterior architectural restoration services. 

Garrett Diamond

Katie Fitzpatrick

“It’s been a very enjoyable six years, 
four as a committee member assisting in 
putting together events and focusing on 
sponsorship opportunities and the last two 
years as president, leading the organization 
through the pandemic and looking forward 
to a bright future for the organization,” 
Diamond said. “I have found my time very 
fulfilling, assisting in raising monies for our 
charitable partners while exposing myself 
to the great networking opportunities 
and meeting like-minded people here in 
Chicago.”

For more information about Ireland 
Network Chicago, see chicago.irishnet-
work-usa.org.

Irish Theatre of Chicago Presents Molly Sweeney
Molly Sweeney, By Brian Friel
Directed by Ensemble Member Siiri 

Scott Thru May 8, 2022 at The Chopin 
Theatre

Irish Theatre of Chicago is pleased to 

return to the Chicago stage with Brian 
Friel’s moving play Molly Sweeney, direct-
ed by Ensemble Member Siiri Scott, play-
ing March 31 – May 8, 2022 at The Chopin 
Studio Theatre, 1543 W. Division Street 
in Chicago. Tickets go on sale shortly at 
www.irishtheatre.org. The press opening 
is Saturday, April 2 at 7 pm.

Molly Sweeney features ensemble 
members Matthew Isler*, Robert Kauzla-
ric* and Carolyn Kruse*.

Blind since birth, Molly knows the world 
through touch, sound, taste and smell. 
When her hopeful husband and ambitious 
doctor propose restoring her sight, every-
one begins to understand things may not 
be as they appear. Brian Friel, Ireland’s 
master storyteller, brings us a riveting 
contemporary drama about the unexpect-
ed consequences of a medical miracle.

The production team for includes 
Jessica Baldinger (scenic design), Louise 

Gregory (costume design), Smooch Medi-
na (lighting design), Agata Pacia (sound 
design) Evan Sposato (production design), 
Parick Starner (production manager) and 
Jen Bukovsky* (stage manager). 

COVID protocols: To ensure the health 
and safety of artists, audiences and 
staff, proof of vaccination and masking 
is required at all performances. These 
protocols are subject to change based 
on evolving guidance from Actors’ Equi-
ty Association, the City of Chicago, the 
State of Illinois and the CDC.

Matthew Isler, Robert Kauzlaric, Carolyn Kruse

847-721-2299

http://chicago.irishnetwork-usa.org
http://chicago.irishnetwork-usa.org
http://www.catherineoconnell.com
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April is the month that we can finally bid winter good-
bye. Granted we still may experience some cold weather 
and perhaps even snow but we know it isn’t going to last. 
Everywhere you look spring bulbs are pushing their heads 
up and the trees are budding leaves. This long, awaited 
rebirth of the land also brings the first local vegetables 
to the marketplace and one of my favorites, asparagus.

Asparagus is pictured in an Egyptian frieze 
dating to 3000BC. The earliest recipe for 
cooking asparagus is given in one of the 
oldest surviving recipe collections from the 
1st century AD. Asparagus is also purported 
to be an aphrodisiac well as having diuretic 
properties. So, asparagus is really good for 
you.

With Michigan being the 
self-proclaimed asparagus capi-
tal of the world, you don’t have 
to look hard to find some really 
fresh spears in the market place. 
Nothing like the overcooked 
mushy stuff that came out of a 
can that I was subjected to when 
I was a kid. 

So how do you buy asparagus, 
and then what do you do with it. 
First of all asparagus comes in an 
array of sizes and colors ranging 
from green to white to purple. 
I prefer buying asparagus that 
is slightly smaller than my little 
finger. If you get the really thin 
stuff you almost need to eat it 
raw in a salad or as a garnish. If it is really thick the stems 
will be very woody and definitely need to be peeled. I 
must say this is the best size to poach and serve with 
Hollandaise sauce. When buying asparagus make sure 
the tips are firm and not wilted or mushy. Avoid spears 
If the bottoms are wrinkled and look shriveled this is a 
sign of old asparagus that is dehydrated. In other words 
look for asparagus that has bright color and is firm.

Here’s a simple way to determine the best part of 
the asparagus to use. Hold at both ends and bend. The 
asparagus spear will snap in two. I never like to waste 
anything so I save the bottom part to make soup. It’s best 
to peel the bottoms then put them in a food processor 
with carrots, celery, and onion and pulse until finely 
chopped. Put this mixture in a stock pot with some 
butter and cook for about 10 minutes over medium heat 
until softened but not browned. Add the same amount 
of flour as you did butter and cook another 5 minutes 

stirring constantly. If you are gluten free skip the flour. 
Add enough vegetable or chicken stock to cover by 1 inch 
and simmer for 30 minutes. Season with salt, pepper and 
a pinch of nutmeg. If you have a stick blender you can use 
it to puree the soup. Add corn starch mixed with water to 
thicken then add a little milk or cream. You can use this as 
a basic recipe and substitute the asparagus with broccoli, 

cauliflower, spinach, potatoes, or 
any other vegetable you may have.

Grilled asparagus can be served 
hot or room temperature as a side 
dish or part of a vegetable platter. 
Just toss with salt, pepper and a 
little olive oil and place on a hot 
grill across the grates. Grill for a 
couple of minutes turning once and 
remove when spears start to char. 
This can happen very quickly so be 
careful not to burn your asparagus. 
Serve with a squeeze of lemon, salt 
and pepper, shaved parmesan, and 
a balsamic glaze. Perfect for any 
meat, poultry, or fish dish. I like 
to add grilled asparagus to salads, 
and white pizzas with mushrooms. 
We will talk about pizzas at another 

time.
Try cutting asparagus into 1inch pieces and add to a 

sauté pan with some olive oil, sliced cremini mushrooms, 
spinach or zucchini, cherry or grape tomatoes cut in 
half, chopped onion and garlic, fresh thyme, and salt and 
pepper. Cover and cook over medium high heat for about 
10 minutes. Remove lid and continue to cook until veg 
starts to caramelize. Add some peeled and deveined raw 
shrimp, and a splash of white wine and cook 2-3 minutes 
until shrimp are pink. Add a good knob of butter and a 
couple of tablespoons of pasta water. Serve over linguine 
or farfalle pasta with a little grated parmesan cheese 
and fresh parsley

Asparagus is also excellent blanched and served with 
a lemon butter, or Hollandaise sauce, and is perfect in a 
quiche and risotto. Just add the spears to salted boiling 
water and cook for about 2 minutes, drain and use as a 
side or add to your favorite recipe.

So the next time you see asparagus in the produce de-
partment don’t be afraid to pick some up. Asparagus will 
transform any recipe into something special.

Basic Vegetable Soup 
Ingredients Makes 8 Servings
2 lbs vegetable of choice rough chopped
2 carrots rough chopped
3ribs celery rough chopped
2 medium onions chopped
3 tbls unsalted butter
3 tbls flour
6 cups c chicken or vegetable stock
3 tbls corn starch mixed with water to
make a slurry
½ cup cream or milk
Salt and pepper to taste
Pinch of nutmeg
See you next month with some 
Memorial Day BBQ ideas

8 N. Vail Avenue 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Tel. 847-577-7733 Fax. 847-577-3886 
Good food. Good friends. 

Just a great time. See you at Peggy"s! 
Hours 

M-Th 11am-1am
Fri & Sat: 11am-2am 

Sun: 11am-1am 
www.pegg·ykinnanes.com 

Fresh Baked 
Soda Bread 
Scones,
Meat Pies,
Sausage Rolls

for your 
TRADITIONAL IRISH BREAKFAST

Fresh Sausage, Rashers, Boiling Bacon 
Black & White Puddings 

Belleek, Galway Crystal,
Books, Clothing, Jewelry

•T-Shirts •Hats •Flags
•Stickers•CD’s •Novelties

    6346 W GUNNISON ST
    CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60630

We use UPS to Ship  Worldwide!
SEASONAL FALL HOURS!

M CLOSED TUE-FRi 3-7   
 SAT  10-5        SUN 10-3

773-792-1905
FAX:  773-792-1925

Located NW Side of Chicago!

Since 1957

Feel Right at     
     Home Here!

gaelicimportschicago@gmail.com
facebook gaelic imports Chicago

mailto:megangrealy%40dreamtown.com?subject=
http://www.peggykinnanes.com
mailto:gaelicimportschicago%40gmail.com?subject=
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View listings at: www.ogradyrealty.com

Eileen
O'Grady

Newell  

BHHS Chicago     
(773)406-2216 

   

eogrady@bhhschicago.com

Park Ridge Office
122 Main Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068

Consultations are free of charge and welcome!
Never too busy for your referrals

Check Out
LIR Media

Tired of TV? Don’t want 
to pay for everything you 
watch? If you have a com-
puter screen, maybe it’s 
time to check out some really 
goot things to watch like LIR 
Media.

Shows are taped and put 
on YouTube for your watching 
pleasure.

Some of the shows made 
for your watching pleasure 
are:

Pat Barry does several 
shows:

LiR Confidential - Politics 
& Current Affairs

The Panel - A Panel show 
that deals with more light 
hearted subjects along with 
international political and 
current affairs of the day. 
This show includes award 
winning irish journalist and 
broadcaster Alison O'Reil-
ly (the woman who broke 
the Mother and Baby homes 
scandal along with Catherine 
Corless). 

Pat also hosts a sports show 
panel with Joe Waters (for-
mer Irish international soccer 
player, Grimsby town and 
Leicester City hero. Joe has 
spent over 30 years in Seattle 
Washington as a coach with 
Tacoma. Also on the show is 
Derwynne Honan, one of the 
worlds best 3D golf coaches. 
Derwynne works often in the 
US and was Volvo Masters 
Amateur Golf coach. 

Martin Lennon is their 
movie and tv expert and does 
a show called Mart's Movies 
Review and also one called 
Mart's TV Reviews.

Tony Browne is the founder 
of Limerick Historical Society 
and an advisor for the US 
version of Who Do You Think 
You Are. He did the research 
for the episode on Stephen 
Colbert, US chat show host. 
Tony's shows are The Limerick 
Historical Society Show and 
The Irish Politics Show. He 
has had politicians and histo-
rians from all corners of the 
country on his show and it's 

hugely popular with the Irish 
American audience. 

Dave Sheehan does a 
health, fitness and wellness 
show called Bringing Back 
the Smile 

Siobhan Gannon does 
a Women's focused show 
called The Women's Empow-
erment Hour, also very pop-
ular internationally. Siobhan 
lives in the Gaeltacht area of 
Galway in Connamara. 

John Prendergast has a 
current affairs and politics 
show called What Matters 
and he has a very large Irish 
American viewership for his 
show. 

Dr. Mary Honan has two 
shows called Be My Guest 
and My Story

On Be My Guest she inter-
views people from all walks 
of life and each corner of 
the globe. The show deals 
with all topics of interest to 
the Irish and international 

audiences.
Her show, My Story, focuses 

mainly on the lives and ex-
periences of child survivors 
of the Holocaust and their 
children as well as survivors 
of all genocides. She have 
interviewed ambassadors 
such as Mr. Dan Mulhal, Adolf 
l, Irish Ambassador accred-
ited to the US, Mr James 
Lamb, Honorary Consul for 
W. Virginia & Pennsylvania, 
USA and others. Mary has 
also interviewed Dr. Bernd 
Wollschlaeger, a Florida MD 
whose is a convert to Judaism 
and whose father was a high-
ly decorated Nazi (decorated 
personally by Adolf Hitler), 
Mariam Ibrahim originally 
from the Sudan who was sen-
tenced to death in Somalia 
and was freed and now lives 
in the US, and Emily Reilly, 
Irish woman and former law-
yer with the UN who whis-
tleblew on Mary’s show about 

the UN high commissioner 
giving names of Uyghur Mus-
lims to the Chinese ahead of 
their appearence at the UN 
putting their families lives in 
danger in China. 

The shows can be accessed 
via the link below, https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI-
3wQ

To see the interview with 
Ambassador Dan Mulhall go to 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jPmYuiMZaWg

Mr. Dan McGovern, for-
mer cabinet member under 
Ronald Reagan and Bill Clin-
ton https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=bSOLTFwcBN-
w&t=470s

You can subscribe to their 
youtube channel and give it a 
like and share the shows. You 
just might love these shows 
on the diaspora.

mailto:eogrady%40bhhschicago.com?subject=
http://johnplunkettinteriors.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI3wQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI3wQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI3wQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI3wQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPkMDY5VasNSGC4T1RpI3wQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPmYuiMZaWg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPmYuiMZaWg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSOLTFwcBNw&t=470s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSOLTFwcBNw&t=470s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSOLTFwcBNw&t=470s 


30       Irish American News                “WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN GREEN!”    A P R I L  2 0 2 2

MCNULTY 
IRISH DANCERS
Adult & Children Classes 

(3 years and older) 
8 locations in 

Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin plus 
new virtual classes for all ages - 

Contact: 
Barbara McNulty Heneghan 

224-639-8644 
email: mcnultydancers@aol.com 
www.mcnultyirishdancers.com

DANCE LESSONS

Law Offices of  Thomas W. Lynch, P.C.
Thomas W. Lynch   Noreen C. Lennon   Robert W. Maucker

Solving Debt Issues for Business and Individuals
9231 South Robert Road, Hickory Hills, IL 60457

(708) 598-5999

We are a debt relief  agency.  Our services can include helping 
people and businesses file for relief  under the bankruptcy code

President Putin Made a Serious Mistake
Last month, I implored Ireland 

to join NATO in the face of an 
imminent Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Despite this unilater-
al aggression by Russia, I had 
hoped, like many of you, that 
an invasion would be avoided 
via diplomatic channels. Re-
grettably, on February 24th, 
2022, Russia invaded the sov-
ereign state of Ukraine.

Since then, 24/7 cable news 
channels have provided non-
stop coverage of the invasion. 
Graphic footage of firefights 

and missile strikes have cir-
culated. Thousands of people 
have needlessly perished. War 
is cruel and horrific, and this 
one is no different.

The only bright spots in this 
entire saga are the bravery 
and resolve of the Ukrainian 
people to defend their home-
land, as well as the unified 
front that most of the rest 
of the world has put up to 
directly condemn Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s ac-
tions. In this regard, I believe 

that President Putin made a 
serious, serious miscalculation 
by invading Ukraine.

In a matter of weeks, we’ve 
seen the Russian ruble become 
virtually worthless. Dozens of 
Western-run businesses in the 
Russian Federation have been 
shuttered. At the time of this 
writing, the Kremlin is even on 
the verge of defaulting on its 
debt obligations, an event that 
would be the death knell for 
the country’s entire domestic 
economy if it came to pass.

On the military side of 
things, the fog of war has pre-
vented any one person from 
knowing everything happen-
ing on front lines. That being 
said, since the invasion began 
there has been a cascade of 
irrefutable video evidence 
of staunch Ukrainian resis-
tance to their invaders. This 
is despite Ukraine being vastly 
outnumbered and outgunned 
by the well-funded Russian 
armed forces. Russian ar-
mored columns brazenly pro-
ceeding during daylight hours 
in broad view of Ukrainian 
anti-tank squads reflects a sort 
of misguided belief in an easy 
victory by President Putin and 
his generals. This has come 
back to bite them as their 
casualty figures continue to 
mount and their army’s morale 
plunges.

Several Western leaders have 
also taken to warning Putin 
that he is on the path towards 
making Russia a “pariah state,” 
or a country that is almost 
universally condemned by the 
international community. While 
not a formal title that any one 
country can label another, 

becoming a pariah state would 
be disastrous development for 
Russia and the Russian people. 
Even nations that have had 
historically good relations with 
the country would be disin-
centivized from striking deals 
or conducting business with it 
out of fear of international re-
prisal. In fact, President Biden 
has already taken to warning 
China not to assist Russia with 
its failing economy while the 
invasion continues. As China’s 
largest trading partner, the 
United States has a lot of clout 
when it comes to influencing 
Chairman Xi Jinping’s decision 
making.

God willing, this war will be 
over by the time this article 
comes out. I have a sinking 
feeling, however, that it will 
not be. If Putin wins, which 
is almost a certainty if he 

throws his full military might 
at Ukraine, insurgencies and 
guerilla warfare will almost 
inevitably keep the country 
on unstable footing for months 
and years to come. If Ukraine 
is able to fend off the invad-
ers and force an armistice, 
it will still have to rebuild 
dozens of its cities. And while 
infrastructure can be rebuilt, 
the lives of those who have 
already been lost will never 
be recovered.

At the end of the day, it 
seems that the war in Ukraine 
has been and will be a lose-
lose situation for everyone 
involved, including Vladimir 
Putin. He is squarely respon-
sible for the atrocities that 
we are witnessing on a daily 
basis in Ukraine. He must be 
held accountable. But first, he 
must stop this war.

mailto:joemcshanemusic%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.sheehyfh.com/
http://www.mcnultyirishdancers.com
http://www.euroshippers.com/
mailto:garlandflowers%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Treat Yourself To a Break, Glamping at Irish Acres
You can get away and wind down close 

by in Wisconsin at Irish Acres Farm E9657 
Manske Road, New london, WI 54961

They are now be able to host up to 20 
guests per night to experience firsthand 
the farm charm of Irish Acres. Individual 
guests or small group visitors will be able 
to stroll the greenhouses, gardens and 
orchard, troll the spring fed pond for 
catch and release fishing, meditate in 

the sacred labyrinth or roam at will on 
75 acres of rolling farm fields, woodlands, 
marsh and meadows that encompass the 
historic circa 1848 homestead.

These ‘glampers’ (glamorous campers) 
will be filled with the magic of wander-
lust while getting “a good stretch of the 
legs” meandering all about in the cozy 
comfort of mutually minded company or 
the singular satisfaction of a jaunt alone. 

In addition to the existing rustic FAIRY 
CABIN, 4 new ‘Barndominiums’ which 
are 400 sq. ft. that are totally turn key 
with all the modern luxuries of quality 
furnishings and comforting amenities.

Each private unit has heat, air condi-
tioning, a well equipped kitchen, full size 
bathroom with plumbed toilet, shower 
& sink. There are 2 separate twin bunk 
niches, 1 private bedroom with a queen 
bed and a very nice outdoor observation 
patio with firepit.

A large screened Gazebo with indoor/
outdoor table/chair seating for 20 
quests, along with a roof covered com-
munally shared firepit area.

A community Gourmet Kitchen and 
Dining Hall that seats 20 persons. Small 
groups can utilize this space for adjoined 
cooking, shared meals or catered din-
ners. You could host a field to fork locally 
sourced menu and cooking demonstra-
tions. The opportunities for professional 
and/or aspiring chefs here is as abundant 

as the produce in our gardens.
Check out the indoor Barn Gathering 

Space to facilitate parties, play board 
games, cards and/or hold arts & craft 
sessions. There is a large shelf rack for 
a Leave One - Take One library book ex-
change and game swap for guests to take 
part in. Paid guests can use the stacked 
washer and dryer set for a small fee.

The Barn Bathroom with plumbed 
toilet, wash sink 
and hot/cold show-
er will primarily be 
used by FAIRY CABIN 
guests as well as the 
occasional Gourmet 
Kitchen guests and 
intern residents.

I n te rn  S tud io 
Apartment /over-
flow Guest Suite 
located above the 
Laundry room with 
access up the stair-
case located in the 
indoor Barn Gather-
ing space.

An upstairs living 
quarters with 2 twin beds, small fur-
nished kitchenette, toilet and wash sink. 
They are seeking to house farm interns 
in exchange for room and board. Stu-
dents will work approximately 20 hours 
per week and rotate between all their 
diversified operations. They can choose 
to stay and shadow the staff for as little 
as 1 week, up to a full 7 month stay! In 
between intern residency, this suite can 
be rented out for stays as well. The staff 
will have a private laundry facility.

Glampground Check-in Office, Farm 
Market Store and Gift Shop. This lovely 
space will house visitor contact and 
showcase locally produced farm goods 
(jams, pickles, cider, honey, syrup, 
etc.) and seasonal homegrown organic / 
biodynamic produce. Both refrigerated 
and frozen items and fresh fruits and 
vegetables are for sale.

Gifts are farm related and produced 
(where possible) being utilitarian in use. 
These gifts are eco-friendly and have a 
definitive purpose valuation. 

Irish Acres ‘GlampGround,’ sees itself 
as a sanctuary for you to retreat, relax, 
renew and remember the beauty and 
bounty that survives and thrives in all 
of us. They have bet the farm on the 
premise that love will grow and healing 
will happen at Irish Acres Farm!

To enjoy this chaos free zone, visit 
www.irishacresfarmstay.com

http://www.sexoncompletecare.com
http://www.irishacresfarmstay.com
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From Armed Struggle to Academia:
The Years of Living Dangerously

“When we first arrived in the 
Cages [British camp of Long Kesh, 
Northern Ireland; used to hold 
political prisoners] we were raw 
young teenagers caught up in 
something extraordinary. It’s not 
natural to be involved in clandes-
tine organisations, learning to use 
weapons, committing yourself 
to a life of struggle and danger, 
watching over your shoulder, hid-
ing in secret billets, planning 
attacks on soldiers and police 
which could involve death, 
organizing bombing missions, 
gathering intelligence, or 
attending training camps 
in Donegal. The constant 
awareness that the next day 
could be your last, either 
of freedom or of life itself, 
that’s not really the way life 
is meant to pan out for teen-
agers, but for a period in the 
early ‘70s it was for us. Thou-
sands of us, all disaffected 
nationalist youths in the 
six counties who embraced 
armed struggle with open arms. 
It was neither exotic or exciting 
but it was for a long time our way 
of life.”

His years spent imprisoned – first 
on the prison ship ‘Maidstone’ and 
then in Long Kesh – are perhaps 
inevitably at the very heart of 
Paddy McMenamin’s memoir ‘From 
Armed Struggle to Academia’; but 
they are by no means the whole 
story. 

Education whilst serving time is 
a long-standing tradition amongst 
Nationalist prisoners, as opposed 
to the activities of their opposite 
numbers in the Loyalist camp, who 
would be more inclined to lifting 
weights and getting inked; and 
so although already a member of 
the IRA it was in Long Kesh that 
the author received his political 
awakening as he and hundreds 
of working-class youngsters like 
him got their first real tastes of 
not only literature but various 
strands of global revolutionary 
theory – and crucially, of how the 
machine of British Imperialism had 
worked over the centuries and in 
so many countries. 

But it is a story of much more 

than that. It is the story of a 
whole life, leavened with the 
author’s dry sense of humour and 
interspersed with his fondness for 
soccer (Celtic FC in particular), 
golf and – dare I say it – love of the 
ladies. And of his determination to 
get some letters after his name by 
becoming a mature student at the 
age of 52.

Yet it was in many ways a hard 

read for me since I know Paddy 
personally and found it difficult 
to reconcile the decent neighbour 
-- with a ferocious love of books to 
rival my own -- with some of the 
events on these pages. But here’s 
one memory: of 3 really hot days 
last year and of Paddy bringing 
over a cold bottle of cider and 
a quiz from some newspaper for 
us to do whilst I sunned the Body 
Beautiful.

Long Kesh must have seemed a 
long way away in that moment – 
but perhaps it wasn’t. Perhaps for 
Paddy it never can be.

He’s only older by six years 
than I am, but as I read his book, 
I couldn’t help but look for some 
context: when Paddy was starting 
his first stint of incarceration, I 
was just leaving primary school; 
all that time he spent in the Cag-
es, I was in secondary; and when 
he was being released in 1976 I 
was just finishing my exams and 
getting my thumb out in order 
to take a trip hitching around 
Europe. And yet give or take a 
hundred miles and an accident of 
geography I could have been the 
one in Belfast, resenting the sight 

of foreign troops on my streets. 
It’s a sobering thought. 

Paddy’s memories are filled with 
countless snippets that jump from 
the page and surprise you:

“Writing is a therapeutic ex-
perience; I’ve always loved the 
written word. At that time, it was 

exciting and liberating trying 
to collect our thoughts on 
life, and our place in it, de-
spite being behind the wire. 
Nowadays I word process as 
the sun sets over Galway Bay, 
with a glass of red wine to 
stimulate the grey matter. 
I still love writing, but I re-
member those far off days in 
the mid 70’s, the boys who 
shared my life, many who are 
dead now. Some were killed 
in the conflict, many died too 
early of natural causes, and 
many more have suffered 
from the effects of CR gas 

which was fired at us that day in 
October ’74. [The burning of Long 
Kesh.] Apparently, research shows 
over 150 who were affected by the 
gas dropped from the helicopter 
have died prematurely. Was it 
because of the effects of the 
CR Gas? Is it coincidental? Was 
the use of CR gas legal? Were we 
used as guinea pigs? Will we ever 
get the truth? It’s very unlikely; 
documents related to that day in 
1974, as indeed to all controversial 
events in the conflict are locked 
away for another 50 years at which 
point everyone involved will be 
dead. The British Government re-
fuses to release these documents, 
they refuse a Truth Commission, 
as it is they who have the most to 
lose, not republicans”.

There are several themes that 
Paddy returns to again and again, 
such as sectarian hatred as op-
posed to those Nationalists such 
as himself who genuinely believed 
themselves to be engaged in a just 
war. Or his thoughts on various 
informers, by whom he seems to 
be genuinely baffled:

“It’s difficult to understand the 
mentality of these people; on 

the surface they are part of the 
community. They live among the 
people they grew up with, went to 
school with, played football with, 
went to their first disco with and 
met girls. They probably married 
locally, and their children born in 
the community and their parents 
and extended family would be liv-
ing close by. Yet they give it all up 
for dubious financial reward and a 
constantly threatened existence. 
Trying to get into the mindset is 
fascinating, first of all the disloyal-
ty to their community, friends and 
comrades if they were involved in 
the IRA. How they continue to live 
this double life is strange, passing 

A Night of Poetry in Galway, Ireland 
 (WARNING: If F Bombs Offend. do not read)

The Irish poets recite, tonight 
From the small stage at the B&K wine bar 
The first scrawny poet, a Cockney, 
Warns us not to “bite the hand that feeds us,” 
And proceeds to bite his hand 
Growling with abandon 
Next is a young anarchist 
Who’s got a problem with a guy named Jack, 
“Freeloader Jack, 
Who eats your food, drinks your drinks, 
Smokes your fags, steals your girl, 
Fooking Jack…” 
A blonde broad-shouldered poet then laments: 
Lesbians felt like lepers 
Under Catholic Ireland 
So bring back the pagans 
An American with sapphire eyes holds her own 
Dissing her Cannuck lover 
Who could “fuck but not love.” 
The MC collects money for the poets 
“Why don’t you give us a poem, then?” someone says 
“I have nothing prepared,” I say 
“Make something up, Yank,” comes the answer, 
“You had the balls to invade Iraq, 
You can create a fecking poem.” 
I offer to recite Yeats 
“We don’t allow that classical shite here!” 
The crowd is thirsty for drink and the blood of poets 
“Recite or buy the house a round.” 
A guitar sits on the stage 
“Today marks the birthday of America’s greatest song writer.” 
I play ‘It’s All Over Now, Baby Blue.’” 
Some lines resonate with these Irish poets: 
“All your sea sick sailors they are rowing home 
Your empty-handed army is all going home…” 
Patrons hoist their glasses in a birthday salute 
To the Minnesota Bard

 By Michael Corrigan

information, meeting with their 
handlers in some dingy hotel in 
the other side of town, their lives 
compromised by the Army or RUC. 
They live in a dirty seedy world…”

A small quibble I have with this 
fascinating story is the proof-
reading. Question marks pop up 
in unexpected places and Paddy 
sometimes gets carried away 
with his love of exclamation 
marks. A life as dramatic as this 
one really doesn’t need them for 
extra emphasis. This is a genuinely 
important social document of 
‘the Troubles’ as seen through 
the eyes of a working-class young 
man and then adult; and it is an 
enormously important addition to 
conflict literature.
‘From Armed Struggle to Aca-

demia’ is published by Rivers Run 
Free Press.
charleybrady@gmail.com

Paddy McMenamin
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The Nightingale’s Song
The little nightingale sang a song of freedom.
Its voice clear and the joyous sound echoed unceasingly.
Capturing the world with its tune,
People who had never heard it sing before
Stopped and listened to the enchanting melody.
Good people, cheered by the song,
Happily, welcomed the little bird into their hearts.

A bear passing, its ears twitching, was not pleased,
Caught the song in a passing breeze.
Though he could not decipher nor comprehend the meaning,
It was the strength of the song that irked him most.
Roaring brusquely, brandishing his immense bulk, he cursed air.

&, while other animals and birds hid for fear of the bear’s wrath,
The unperturbed nightingale sang louder and longer.

Incensed by the bird’s defiance and lack of respect,
The bear determined to put an end to its song,
besieged the beautifully feathered bird in its nest,
Muscled its brute form onwards to the tower of song,
Ruthlessly, tearing at everything that got in his way.
No one was safe from his bullying tactics.

Eyes watched as the bear came dangerously close,
Innocent blood dripping from the massive black paws.

Still, the little heart would not surrender to the beast,
Refusing silence, continuing at the peril of its existence,
Its soulful pathos resounded in the hearts of all who heard it.
The Goliath bear began to terrorize the little bird’s sanctuary,
And, for a moment the world was silent, Angels wept.
Nothing could be heard but the bearish growl of antipathy.

Thinking himself victorious, the bear’s snarl boomed out.
The earth shuddering beneath the animal’s bloody trail.

Strained by its resistance, the little bird chirped once more.
And, thinking he’d heard the death rattle of the vanquished,
The bear laughed,
Until the air around him was suddenly full of joyous singing,
Angels & people everywhere began to echo the nightingale’s song.

 By Terry Boyle

The River For Hannah, my Friend
 My friend is a Traveller and I am a Country-Buffer -
 she has left an imprint on me like a fossil, 
zig zag incisions that mould the hardest rock,
 planting themselves - living forever.
The delicate sprig of friendship has blossomed 
became a mountain with flowing spring waters.
 The shared moments caught for us a time of no divide,
a silver net catching the Salmon Boyne- 
– like a sparkling clear river – our friendship swelled
 – each flow equal to the next -
 our laughter shattered the thin vail that hovers -
between prejudice and unity – 
between the - I’ll accept you - on my terms, fallacy 
 Prejudice acts as a lever to elevate our inferior selves
 to heights of dizzy disillusion -
Society feeding the layered segmentation segregation – 
like ladders – steps of insanity to clouds of fanaticism -
no one wants the bottom rung! 
Instead we cling foolishly to the middle ground, 
shouting -I’m good today - I’m better than you!.
Refusing to be fossils in Rivers of friendship.
 By Anne Mulcahy 3/14/22

● RESIDENTIAL 
 ● COMMERCIAL

 ● Industrial   
 ● Low Voltage Solutions 
 ● Gato Automation
 ● Cctv 
 ● Intercom Systems

Celticon 
Electrical Services

773-540-9535
People creating progress!

mailto:patrick.carney%40bairdwarner.com?subject=
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As the opening credits roll on 
Kenneth Branagh’s new film, 
Belfast, viewers are treated to 
aerial shots of the contemporary 
city that inspired the film. The 
images of this sequence might 
have stepped from a Tourism 
Ireland promotional video. It fea-
tures vibrant colours whereas the 
film is monochrome; it is alluring 
in contrast to the entrapped and 
confined atmosphere depicted in 
the film; it is welcoming whereas 
the film is often violent, vicious 

and suspicious. A touristic brand 
of Belfast gets its spake in first, 
and that sounds an alarm of what 
is to follow. 

Belfast is autobiographical 
inasmuch as Branagh’s family 
left Belfast for England in 1969, 
when he was nine years old, in 
response to the outbreak of the 
Troubles. Many people from a 
Protestant background, such as 
the Branagh family, gravitated to 
England whereas Catholics who 
left Belfast that year often went 

South. Notably, though, many 
Catholics did not have a choice 
in the matter: when loyalists 
burned the people of Bombay 
Street in West Belfast out of their 
homes in August 1969 they forced 
them to seek refuge. 

Branagh intersperses movies 
and news reports in the film and 
they have markedly different 
functions. In one case in this 
film, the travails of Liberty Vance 
symbolise the dilemmas felt by 
denizens of Belfast. News reports 
provide context for the unfold-
ing conflict in Northern Ireland. 
Tellingly, one scene features the 
mother turning off a television 
interview with the then Prime 
Minister of the UK, Harold Wil-
son, as he outlines the reasons 
behind Britain’s intervention in 
Northern Ireland. There is scant 
little room in this film for the 
challenge to the unionist system 
that the Civil Rights Movement 
presented. 

Caitríona Balfe, as the moth-
er, gives a deep and authentic 
performance in the film. She 
manages to style out a set of 
costumes that would fill a cat-
walk. Balfe is always scintillating 
and poised. Her performance is 
nearly matched by that of the 
young boy, the film’s protagonist 
representing Branagh, played by 
Jude Hill. Jamie Doran, as the 
father, is given less than plausible 
lines in his enlightened counsel 
to his son about the need for 
pluralism. Úna Ní Dhonghaíle’s 
editing is flawless and Van Mor-
rison provides the mood music 
from his classic repertoire. His 
song suite chimes well with the 
film. This is Morrison doing what 
he does best—a refreshing break 
from the persistent duff notes he 
sounded about Covid-19 vaccine 
conspiracies and the Northern 

Ireland Department of Ireland. 
The release of Belfast coin-

cides with the outbreak of war 
in Europe and the parents’ di-
lemma—whether to leave Belfast 
or to stay despite the mounting 
and unpredictable threat—re-
flects the experience of millions 
of families from Kyiv to Kharkiv 
today. 

While the parents discuss 
several countries as possible 
destinations (Canada, Australia), 
the family goes to England, ‘the 
mainland’. There was a particu-
lar shock for Protestants who left 
Northern Ireland for England and 
found themselves received there 
as ‘Paddies’ and Paddies only. 
Writer Nick Laird, reviewing this 
film in The Times wrote: ‘the idea 
that Protestants in working-class 
Belfast might casually refer to 
themselves as Irish requires a 
certain amount of wish fulfil-
ment, or ignorance, and elides 
one of the fundamental sticking 
points of the Ulster question’. 
That is debatable. Some people 
from that background were (and 
are) comfortable with the des-
ignation as long as it can exist 
side-by-side with a UK identity. 

Since sentimentalism is the 
dominant mode of attachment 
to place in the film, Belfast is 
sealed off from the future and 
what happens in Belfast after the 
family’s departure. Imagine how 
jarring the emotion expressed 
by Belfast man Derek Mahon in 
his poem ‘Afterlives’ would be in 
this film. On his return to Belfast, 
after the Troubles had begun, 
Mahon wrote: 
‘But the hills are still the same
Grey-blue above Belfast.
Perhaps if I’d stayed behind
And lived it bomb by bomb
I might have grown up at last
& learnt what is meant by  home’

That is precisely the feeling 
that is absent in this film. The 
past is frozen in a frame. De-
parture is not only a life-defin-
ing decision Branagh’s parents 
make, it is a shield for the direc-
tor’s own decision not to interro-
gate the causes of the Troubles 
and to refract those realities in 
the lives of his characters. Nos-
talgia is the keynote of the film 
and that perspective does not 
permit a close inspection of the 
political reality that established 
Belfast’s reputation interna-
tionally, from 1969 onwards, as 
a city synonymous with violent 
conflict. Hence the absurd se-
quence at the start of the film. 
That sequence is a prebuttal to 
a perception that the city de-
picted in his film is irredeemably 
divided. It is also a convenient 
positioning of the film’s point 
of departure in a future that 
postdates the Troubles. Such a 
leapfrogging through time is a 
political position in a film that 
disavows the significance of the 
political causes of the Troubles. 
That deflection mars the film 
and limits its scope.

By contrast, other film repre-
sentations of Belfast, particular-
ly by Hollywood, cannot exhibit 
the violence graphically enough. 
Carol Reed’s Odd Man Out and 
the first half hour of Jim Sheri-
dan’s In the Name of the Father 
are much better: the inchoate 
breakdown of order in the city 
in the former and the chaos that 
resulted from it in the latter ring 
true. More recently, ’71 takes 
the brave and innovative step of 
representing violence in Belfast 
from the perspective of a British 
soldier deployed in the city at 
the start of the Troubles. 

Belfast has filled cinemas, 
not least in Belfast itself, but 
much of its narrative could be 
transposed to another setting in 
which a family leaves its home 
in search of something better. 
It fails to capture the culture 
and politics of the city. The 
title inevitably lays claim to a 
definitive representation of an 
aspect of Belfast. That is a tall 
order for any film and it is an aim 
this film falls dramatically short 
of achieving.

William J. Kelly’s Irish Radio 
Hour Debuts on WPNA 1490 AM

Celebrated Irish journalist and 
Emmy award-winning producer 
William J. Kelly has launched 
a new program for Chicago’s 
Irish community 
on WPNA 1490 AM. 
“William J. Kelly’s 
Irish Hour” airs Sun-
days from 8-10 a.m. 
and features news, 
music performanc-
es, civil and busi-
ness leaders and 
tourism.

Kelly says the 
show was inspired by his dear 
friend and Chicago Irish matri-
arch, Maureen O’Looney, who 
hosted the American Irish Radio 
Network on WSBC-AM for nearly 
forty years. “Maureen loved 
Chicago’s Irish community and 
she was dedicated to the Irish 
American Heritage Center,” 
says Kelly. “Maureen was my 
inspiration.”

Kelly is also a proud member 

of the Irish American Heritage 
Center and counts as the happi-
est day of his life the celebration 
of his wedding to his wife, Laura 
Kelly at the Center’s Erin Room 

and Fifth Province. 
The program is more than an 

Irish music show. Last week’s 
show featured a Polish choir 

singing the Ukrainian 
national anthem, 
the song, “Prayer for 
Peace” and inter-
views with charities 
raising money for 
the innocent people 
of Ukraine. 

A life-long Chica-
goan, Kelly grad-
uated from Christ 

the King grammar school and 
Quigley Preparatory Seminary. 
While attending Loyola’s Rome 
Center, he had the good fortune 
of meeting Saint John Paul II on 
three occasions. He says meet-
ing Saint John Paul II inspired 
him to a life of service.

Kelly is the former President 
of the Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans, Chicago Division #1, and the 
founder of the Mother Cabrini 
Chapter of the Knights of Co-
lumbus at Assumption Church in 
Chicago – both Catholic fraternal 
organizations organized to serve 
others. He has been involved in 
fundraising efforts for Natasha 
McShane, the Chicago Police 
Memorial Fund, and veterans’ 
charities. 
(v) 312-768-8683 
(e) williamjpkelly@gmail.com
(w) revdigitalstudios.com

http://www.irishann.com
mailto:williamjpkelly%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://revdigitalstudios.com
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In April of 2019, Shana Pem-
broke of Oak Lawn, IL, was 
selected as the 2019 Chicago 
Rose of Tralee. Shana holds an 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and a master’s in 
speech-language pathology from 
Saint Mary’s College of Notre 
Dame. Shana currently works as 
a speech-language pathologist at 
an elementary school. Through-
out the pandemic, she has contin-
ued to sing at a variety of events 
including weddings and outdoor 
concerts, in addition to joining a 
weekly running club. 

In August of 2019, Shana trav-
eled to Tralee, Co. Kerry proudly 
wearing her “Chicago Rose” sash 
at all of the many events she 
attended during the International 
Rose of Tralee Festival. She was 
interviewed on RTE television, 
which broadcasts the Rose Selec-
tion, live from the International 
Rose of Tralee Festival. Shana dis-
played the musical skills she gar-
nered during her time spent as a 
member of the UIUC No Comment 
A Cappella group by beatboxing 
and singing a rendition of “Make 

You Feel My Love” by Bob Dylan. 
During her time in Tralee, Shana 
visited many sites around Ireland, 
meeting the welcoming locals and 
connecting with her family from 
Co. Kerry and Co. Mayo. 

With the decision by the Inter-
national Rose of Tralee Festival to 
postpone the International Rose 
of Tralee festival in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic for the 
past two years, Shana and her 
2019 Rose of Tralee class has 
made the most of these unprec-
edented times. They have kept 
in regular contact through zoom 
meet ups and FaceTime calls. 

Shana reunited with her Rose 
of Tralee class in March, when a 
group of the 2019 Roses and Rose 
Escorts participated in St. Patrick’s 
Day festivities in Chicago and New 
York City. The Chicago Rose Centre 
welcomed the following Roses 
and Escorts: Nicole Loughlin Mayo 
Rose, Marie Brady Longford Rose 
and Elena Evangelou New York Ros-
es and visiting International Rose 
of Tralee Escorts: Jamie Flannery 
Co. Kerry (Escort of the Year); 
Paul McNamee, Belfast; Chris Kelly 
Co. Kerry; Ciaran Shaughnessy Co 

Galway; David Brosnan, 
Co Limerick; Joe Standish, 
Co Offaly; Liam O’Mahony, 
Co. Cork; Michael Hyde, 
Co. Cork. 

After a two year hiatus, 
the 2019 Rose Class at-
tended the Chicago St Pat-
rick’s Day Parade and the 
South Side Irish Parade. 
The Chicago Rose Centre 
would like to thank the 
following establishments 
for the generous hospi-
tality and overall great 
craic by hosting the Roses 
and Escorts: The Emerald 
Loop, Lizzie McNeill’s Irish 
Pub, and FadÓ in Chicago 
and on the South Side of 
Chicago, Swanson’s Deli and their 
famous cheese balls, and Open 
Outcry Brewery. 

Shana will spend the rest of her 
time as the Chicago Rose of Tralee 
connecting with the Irish commu-
nity here in Chicago and abroad. 
The mission of the Chicago Rose 
of Tralee is to provide enrichment 
opportunities that will encourage 
young women of Irish descent to 
be exemplary role models for 
tomorrow’s youth and to make a 
positive difference in the world. 

The next Chicago Rose selec-
tion will be held in 2023, due to 
the increase in Centres around 
the world, many Centres now 
send a Rose every other year. 
The winner of the 2023 Chicago 

Rose of Tralee will receive an 

2019 Chicago Rose of Tralee, Shana 
Pembroke, and the Emerald Loop’s 
Conor O’Keefe

all expense paid trip to 
Ireland for an experience 
of a lifetime to represent 
Chicago in Tralee and 
beyond. For an applica-
tion for Chicago Rose of 
Tralee and more informa-
tion on the International 
Rose of Tralee Festival 
visit www.roseoftralee.
ie and follow Chicago 
Rose of Tralee Centre, 
social media Instagram 
and Facebook for more 
information on the 2023 
Rose Selection, Rosebud 
Application or Sponsor-
ship information

http://www.roseoftralee.ie
http://www.roseoftralee.ie
https://www.winstonsmarket.net
http://www.burkeswhistles.com
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The Voice of Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago

By Hilda Bahena, Legal As-
sistance Department Director

Catholic Charities Legal Assis-
tance (CCLA) department began 
nearly two decades ago to help 
address the shortage of legal aid 
services for low-income individ-
uals. Given the great complex-
ities of the legal system, those 
who cannot afford legal help are 
prevented from having equal 
access to justice—a problem 
that can significantly affect the 
entire trajectory of their lives. 

There is no shortage of stories 
that illustrate the importance of 
legal assistance: the mother and 
her children struggling to pay 
for rent and other necessities 
without child support; the senior 
who is facing the loss of savings 
because he was the victim of 
consumer fraud; the domestic 
violence survivor who needs an 
order of protection to keep her 
family safe; the family on the 
brink of homelessness because 

they are being unfairly evicted.
In each of these situations and 

countless others, having access 
to legal aid often means the dif-
ference between people being 
able to maintain stable lives or 
being devastated by situations 
that could have been avoided 
or made better. 

After learning about the chal-
lenges faced by many who do not 
have the resources to hire an 
attorney to address legal issues, 
two dedicated Catholic Charities 
Board members, Jeanne Casey 
and Mary Fitzpatrick, were 
inspired to create CCLA. They 
recognized that access to legal 
assistance could dramatically 
change lives, and while there 
was a network of excellent 
legal aid organizations in the 
Chicago area, there was not 
enough assistance to meet the 
overwhelming need. 

Initially, Jeanne and Mary 
launched the program as attor-

ney volunteer initiative. They 
recruited a group of incredibly 
dedicated volunteer attorneys 
who offered their expertise to 
support self-represented liti-
gants. In 2005, CCLA opened 
its doors for the first time after 
hiring its first staff member. 
Today, CCLA is a multi-service 
legal department with two 
office locations and eight staff 
members, including six staff 
attorneys, who represent clients 
in court in the counties of Cook 
and Lake. Our devoted group 
of volunteer attorneys remain 
essential in our efforts to assist 
self-represented litigants. Each 
year we help thousands of cli-
ents and their families thanks to 
the commitment of our staff and 
the very generous gifts of time, 
skill and financial support from 
local attorneys and law firms.

It has been a privilege to guide 
CCLA’s vision and growth since 
December 2013. Just as Catholic 
Charities recognizes that legal 
issues stymie economic progress 
and stability for many families, I 
recognize that clients frequently 
have many other needs. It has 
been rewarding to develop the 
legal assistance department’s 
programs and services within 
Catholic Charities where people 
have access to a broad range 
of services that can address 
multiple needs simultaneously. 
Our holistic approach uses an 
empowerment-based legal ser-
vices model that builds on the 
individual’s strengths, presents 
legal and social service options 
that apply to their unique cir-
cumstances, and empowers 
them to choose a path that 
works best for themselves and 
their families. 

We are deeply grateful to our 
supporters and volunteers that 
have made it possible for CCLA 
to improve access to justice for 
those who would otherwise go 
without. Legal assistance has 
become a core part of Catholic 
Charities’ mission to help people 
live with dignity— walking with 
them on their journey to stabil-
ity and well-being… one person, 
one heart at a time. 

For more information on 
CCLA, please call 312-948-6821.

Stay in a Manor at a price
that’s gentle on your wallet!
Gurtenard House in Beautiful Listowel, Co. Kerry 

Irish-American Owned and Maintained. Home to John B. Keane’s Pub, 
Irish Writers Week, Jimmy Deenihan! Close to Dingle, Tralee and on 

the Ring of Kerry! Call 011-353-87-348-1580 or email
kathy@gurtenardhouse.com - www.gurtenardhouse.com

http://www.irishcook.com
mailto:kathy%40gurtenardhouse.com?subject=
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Terry From Derry
  by Terry Boyle

No Sniveling!

Purchase a Gift Card or sign up
for our Loyalty Card today!

Available at all Harp & Eagle locations

• Free high speed Wi-Fi
• complimentary breakfast
• private parking lot
• printing or faxing
• double whirlpool bath
• rainfall shower, hairdryer
• iron and ironing board
• coffee maker and tea
• conference room seats 24
• private/catered dining room

201 James Street De Pere, WI 54115

Get Away to Wisconsin!

We’ve Perfected Irish Comfort!

Inn Reservations (920) 347-0007
frontdesk@ennis-inn.com

All Rooms with Water Views!

Visit Our Other Fine Locations in Wisconsin!
Clarke 

Hotel & Pub
314 W Main St
Waukesha WI
262-549-3800

County Clare Irish
Inn & Pub

1234 N Astor St
Milwaukee

414-272-5273

St. Brendan’s Irish
Inn and Pub

234 S Washington St
Green Bay WI
920-884-8484

Visit the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame!

Ashling on the 
Lough Irish Pub 

125 56th St 
Kenosha WI

262-653-0500

Trouble and Strife 
In one slight shift between a global pan-

demic, we find ourselves faced with the 
threat of war. It seems that we’re beyond 
learning anything from our history. We 
seem doomed to push ourselves over the 
precipice and into our annihilation. Given 
our record of warmongering as a species, 
it’s a miracle that we’ve survived as long as 
we have. Of course, that could all change at 
the flip of a switch. There is little to assure 
us that commonsense will prevail. For those 
who would like to believe in the best of 
humankind, the past decade has certainly 
tested our faith in humanity.

Ukraine has become the focus of our 
thoughts. Our hearts go out to those who 
are facing down a bully who is committed to 

getting what he wants 
regardless of man suf-
fering. Russia bears 
down on the nation 
of Ukraine baiting the 
west to intervene and 
risk another world war. 
The man Trump called a genius is a monster 
who used the former president’s stupidity 
to weaken the U.S. Trump was an effective 
fifth columnist for Putin and his cohorts. For 
years they played Trump for the fool he is 
and it’s paid off. 

The U.S.has become increasingly divided. 
Any hope of collaboration has fallen foul of 
divisive and petty point-scoring. Trump’s 
need to be liked and egocentric politics has 
weakened democracy. He has unwittingly 
played into Putin’s hands and continues 
to do so with his terminal selfishness. It is 
even speculated that had Trump been given 
a second term, he would’ve withdrawn the 
U.S from NATO. Of course, this decision 
would’ve pleased his followers. After all, 
it’s someone else’s problem and not ours. 
I’m sure that as oil prices go up and we have 
to pay more at the pumps, there will be the 
usual whiners complaining about interfering 
in global politics

The inconvenience of paying more at the 
pump will no doubt be seen as a greater 
hardship than watching the sick, elderly, 

and children being bombed. The isolation-
ism that Trump hoped he would garner 
would let us all off the hook from feeling 
any obligation to help anyone else out. And, 
what is even more alarming is that this sort 
of thinking would be sanctioned by some 
Christian churches. There are those bible 
believing individuals who twist the words 
of Christ to justify their second amendment 
rights to bear arms, abandon the need (if 
they’re not American) and essentially allow 
them to remain preoccupied with selfish 
desires. I’m sure Heaven for such people is 
simply another piece of real estate. 

When it comes to people of faith, I’m 
not impressed by those who protest their 
self-serving agendas. If that’s what they 
want then Trump is their saviour and role 
model. However, those who really take 
their faith seriously are less concerned with 
their own welfare and extend themselves 
to serve others. Those are the people who 
rarely get recognized for their altruism. 
They work tirelessly for the good of others. 
And, those people are not simply believers. 
Many of those who feel moved to serve 
others don’t believe in God. They are 
not working to either get themselves into 
heaven or earn Brownie points with a deity. 

Faith is not exclusive to those who 
believe in a God. There are those who 
simply do good because they believe in 
the goodness of humankind. Even in the 
face of global atrocities they put their 
lives at risk to help those who cannot 
help themselves. They are not stuck 
in making America great again at the 
expense of others. We need to get 
over our myopic nationalism and see 
that we’re part of a global community. 
What happens in Ukraine will affect 
us. If we allow the bully to wreak 
devastation outside our borders and 
do nothing, we’re no better than those 
who did nothing when Hitler started 
exterminating the Jews. We cannot 
look to God, like Cain, and say ‘am I 
my brother’s keeper’. 

We can be like Bob Geldof who, 
tired of watching people die of star-
vation, did something about it. Or we 
can be like those Catholic priests who 
died opposing fascist governments in 
South America, some of which were 
being financed by the U.S. Archbishop 
Romero, not a liberation theologian, 

who was murdered while saying mass 
for speaking out against injustice. 
These are people who have made 
the world a better place, not a bitter 
place. There are a number of exem-
plary examples of people who, out 
of the goodness of their own hearts, 
have extended themselves in the 

service of others. In times of darkness, it’s 
the light of their souls and their deeds that 
inspire us to believe in goodness.

Ukraine is facing an apocalypse of its 
own. Putin is ruthlessly killing its citizens 
while the world watches on. Our govern-
ments are cautiously taking measures to 
show their disdain. These sanctions come 
at a cost to us. We may have to tighten our 
belts. Our lifestyles may have to adjust to 
accommodate fewer luxuries but we’re 
doing it for a reason. What is happening 
in Ukraine could happen to us. If we don’t 
act against the bullies of this world we will 
suffer the consequences of our inaction. 
We run the risk of blinding ourselves to the 
sufferings of others. 

Ukraine needs our help. Can we sit back 
and watch innocent people suffer and die 
without doing suffering. I, for one, am quite 
proud of what President Biden has done. 
He has led the way in demonstrating our 
distaste for Russia’s invasion. I am confident 
that he and world leaders will continue to 
put pressure on Russia to stop the bombing 
and killing of Ukrainians.

It’s only when we see world leaders come 
together to fight against tyranny that we 
can begin to believe again in the goodness 
of humankind. We need to vote in people 
who are not isolationists, bigots, and who 
work to make the world a better place and 
not a bitter one. Terry

Matt Walsh II, of Hinshaw & Culbertson 
LLC, recently had the honor of Ringing 
the Bell on Wall Street.

http://www.ashlingonthelough.com
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The West Waterford Word Weavers
This is a nostalgic tribute to 

Willie Neville and John Park-
er –our great local Reporters 
for The Dungarvan Leader, a 
regional newspaper in County 
Waterford since 1938. Both 
Willie and John have gone to 
their eternal reward, and I 
would like to remember them 
in this article for their great 
contributions in keeping the 
people of the parishes updated 
through news items that were 
sometimes serious and at other 
times humorous. At all times 
they were very professional 
writers and we should be proud 
to have known them, and also 
because they lived amongst us 
during good and bad times in our 
recent history.

I didn’t know Willie very well 
as he was beginning to become 
elderly and his eyesight was 

failing when I was a young boy. I 
remember him as a kind looking 
man whom we used to meet on 
our walk to Kilwatermoy Mass 
each Sunday. He was also the 
Hon. Secretary for the Sham-
rocks Club when it was formed in 
1953. I came to know John quite 
well and he lived just a little bit 
up the road from us, and he got 
me interested in writing at an 
early age.

Both Willie and John were 
extremely intelligent and bril-
liant local Correspondents and 
if grants for Secondary and 
Third Level education had been 
available in their time, I have 
no doubt but they would have 
had very successful careers and 
different lives.

The following extracts are just 
a small selection of their reports 
taken from the archives of The 

Dungarvan Leader from 1943 to 
1968, and they are really just 
the tip of the iceberg. Willie 
would mostly have reported in 
the 1940’s and 1950’s and John 
in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

27th October 1956
Rural Electrification
An ESB representative visited 

the Knockanore – Kilwatermoy 
district during the past week 
for the purpose of ascertaining 
the number of residents willing 
to avail of the rural electrifi-
cation in the districts above 
mentioned. An earlier canvass 
carried out was reported as sat-
isfactory. As previously pointed 
out, it is in the interests of all 
to avail of this chance to have 
electricity installed in their 
homes and farm buildings. The 
opportunity may not occur 
again.
30th May 1964
Postman Indisposed

Mr. Patrick Tierney, Lismore, 
who is on the outdoor staff of 
Tallow Post Office is at present 
indisposed and is in Ardkeen Hos-
pital, Waterford. We wish Paddy, 
who is a general favourite, a 
speedy recovery.
30th January 1943
Presentation to ex – NT

Mr. Con Cronin, Ballinvella, 
was recently the recipient of 
a lovely presentation from the 
past and present pupils of the 
Knockanore Parish on the oc-
casion of his recent retirement 
from Knockanore School. The 
presentation included a chiming 
clock and a set of cutlery. Mr. 
Cronin has been the Principal 
Teacher for over thirty years and 
during that long period he had 
endeared himself to young and 
old alike. Courteous, efficient 
and painstaking, he was beloved 
by his pupils, and the news of his 
retirement was received with 
feelings of deep regret, not in 
Knockanore alone, but all over 
the Decies, as well as far across 
the ocean wide. Where ever 
a pupil of former days resides 
– they have this opportunity 
of wishing him many years of 
health and happiness in his well 
– merited retirement.
6th January 1962
Post Office Staff did a Great Job

We wish to congratulate the 
officials and outdoor staff of 
Tallow Post Office for their expe-
ditious handling of a very heavy 
mail over the Christmas season. 
Whilst this is so, we wonder 
why the Department of Posts 
& Telegraphs does not employ 
extra outdoor staff for the pre 
– Christmas delivery of letters 
and parcels. It is a sad reflection 
on a Government Department 
in this day and age to see their 
employees endeavouring to push 
a heavy tyre cycle, laden with 
a cart load of mail and parcels, 
for a distance of eleven miles 
over rough country roads and 
boreens. Surely the Department 
is not so woe bygone that they 
could not afford a van delivery 
of at least parcels for the week 
before Christmas and thereby 
ease the lot of the unhappy 
postman.
4th June 1955
Ballymote Pump

About two years ago a pump 
was erected at Ballymote to 
supply the water needs of the 
residents of that area. The wa-
ter from the pump never proved 
satisfactory. Time and time 
again reports have been made 
on the matter. The procedure 
adopted is that a County Council 
employee is sent to pump the 
water for five to six hours, then 
a sample of the water is taken 
for testing – and invariably the 
report concludes that the water 
is fit for use.

When the people of the area 
go for the water the next day it 
is just as bad as ever. And can 
anybody with any business to do 
remain pumping water for five 
to six hours every day? Granted 
the pump may be corroded and 
therefore the water may have to 
be pumped for a few minutes, 
this may happen to any pump.

The water from the Ballymote 
Pump is red with iron rust. Let 
us hope something will be done 
before the streams that the resi-
dents are using water from start 
drying up. After all, it is a pump 
that is needed at Ballymote – not 
a monument.
30th January 1943
1st January 1944
A Kilwatermoy Christmas

Christmas Masses were cel-
ebrated at Kilwatermoy com-
mencing at 9 o’clock and were 
attended by large congregations, 
many of whom approached 
the altar rails to receive Holy 
Communion. In this parish, as 
elsewhere all over the country, 
people were mindful of the suf-
ferings that are being endured 
by millions in other lands, and 
so from every altar on Christmas 
morning, prayers were offered 
to the Prince of Peace for the 
safe deliverance of our Emerald 
Isle, and for the blessings of 
peace to a war-torn world. The 
weather on Christmas Day was 
beautifully mild and spring-like.
10th September 1960
This Week’s Story

Doctor: I’ve examined you 
quite thoroughly Jim and I can’t 
find any case for your illness. 
However, it might be due to 
drinking.

Jim: Well I can understand 
that all right Doctor, I’ll come 
back some other time when 
you’re sober.

I hope you enjoyed the trip 
down memory lane, and it has 
certainly brought back memo-
ries for me also. Paddy Tierney 
was a very intelligent Postman 
who also spoke fluent Irish, 
and will we ever forget how he 
would have to be driven around 
on Christmas Eve after partaking 
of one too many ‘drops’ on his 
bicycle round. We take electric-
ity for granted now and people 
of my generation have never 
known what it was like to be 
fuelled by candles and oil lamps. 
I remember drawing water from 
the Ballymote Pump when I was 
a young boy and the water qual-
ity seemed fine, pressure from 
Willie Neville’s words may have 
got them to fix it eventually.

Both John and Willie would 
have liked to be around now, 
and how they would have loved 
to weave their words once more 
by way of contribution. They 
would also be delighted that the 
writing tradition is being kept 
very much alive in the parishes 
and will continue for many years 
to come.
 Ar Dheis De go raibh a n-Ana-
macha Dilis

Mary Ellen Considine 
Office 312.266.7000 

Voice Mail: 773.687.5181 
Cell: 773. 704.4250 
Efax:781.609.9527 

maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com
1910 N Clybourn Ave 
Chicago IL 60614 

http://www.shamrocktuckpointing.com
mailto:maryellinconsidine%40cbexchange.com?subject=
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Saturday, June 11th 2022
Shotgun Start at 12:45 PM

A N N U A L
G O L F  
O U T I N G
F U N D R A I S E R

Indian Boundary Golf Course
8600 W. Forest Preserve Ave
Chicago, IL 60634

Register with us at
www.irishchicago.org 

 773-282-8445 info@irishchicago.org

Foursome Registration: $400

Single Registration: $125

Raffle Tickets: $50

Tee/Hole Sponsorship: $100

Ad Book - Full Page: $300

Ad Book - 1/2 Page: $150

Player & Sponsorship Pricing

Please Contact Our Office
For Event Sponsorship

Packages



working for a vibrant, caring
and connected Irish

Community

c h a n g e  o f  s t a t u s  -  v i s a  r e n e w a l s -  
g r e e n  c a r d  i n q u i r i e s  

 Registration Required 

773-282-8445        info@irishchicago.org

At the Irish American Heritage Center

Every month—usually on the first Wednesday—we host the Monthly
Musical Gathering. Through live musical performances, we celebrate
our shared Irish heritage. There is no charge to attend and ALL are
welcome. Refreshments are served free of charge. 

Monthly Musical Gathering

This gathering is named for the room in old Irish houses where people
came together for important guests and special occasions. Each month
—usually on the third Wednesday—we meet to share our Irish
heritage and love of Ireland. There is no charge to attend. ALL are
welcome and refreshments are served free of charge. 

The Front Parlor

Wednesday 6th April
Doors: 10 a.m.     Music: 10.30 a.m.
Live Music with Ray Gavin 
Join us for a morning of good cheer,
great live music and refreshments
with our friend Ray Gavin. 

Wednesday 20th April 
Doors: 10 a.m.  Program: 10.30 a.m.
Conservation to Preservation 
Celebrate Earth Day with a fascinat-
ing presentation on some of the fore-
runners of the environmental move-
ment.

A New Schedule of Senior Events for Spring 

773.282.8445
irishchicago.org

Irish Community Services 
working for a vibrant, connected and caring Irish community

Immigration Legal Clinics  
F R E E  3 0  M I N U T E

C O N S U L T A T I O N  W I T H  A N
I M M I G R A T I O N  A T T O R N E Y

PPPlllaaayyy   + + + LLLeeeaaarrrnnn

A video series teaching young kids about irish cultulreA video series teaching young kids about irish cultulreA video series teaching young kids about irish cultulre

irishchicago.orgirishchicago.orgirishchicago.org

There's nothing like a good Irish get together! Twice each month—usually
on the second and fourth Wednesday—we host The Get Together at
Chicago Gaelic Park. We express our Irish heritage through an engaging
variety of educational programs, cultural performances, lectures, and fun
activities. There is no charge to attend and ALL are welcome. Refreshments
are served free of charge. 

The Get Together 

At Chicago Gaelic Park 

Wednesday 27th April 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Live Irish Music   
Join us for a morning of good music
and good craic! This week we will be
joined by the talented Ray Gavin on
vocals and guitar. 

April 

May 

June

Wednesday 4th May
Doors: 10 a.m.     Music: 10.30 a.m.
Live Music with Terry Byrne
Another morning of friendship and
great live music provided by Terry
Byrne.

Wednesday 18th May
Doors: 10 a.m.  Program: 10.30 a.m.
Annual Fraud Update
This seminar hosted by the Cook
County Sheriff's Office will teach us
about common scams and dealing
with fraud when it occurs.

Monthly Musical Gathering The Front Parlor

Wednesday 1st June 
Doors: 10 a.m.     Music: 10.30 a.m.
Music with the Dulcimer Ensemble 
A warm Irish welcome, great music
and wonderful company. 

Wednesday 15th June
Doors: 10 a.m.  Program: 10.30 a.m.
Wellness Update 
We host Swedish Covenant to learn
more about keeping healthy.  

April 

May 

Wednesday 8th June
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Live Irish Music  
All are welcome to join us for
another morning of traditional Irish
Music. Today we are excited to have
Joe McShane back to perform all
your favorite tunes!

June

Wednesday 13th April 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Train Your Age 
Personal Trainer Joni Grant will
teach us how to 'train your age'. As
we age we  experience a loss of
mobility; Joni will tell us how to
combat this kind of issue! 

Wednesday 25th May 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Annual Fraud Update  
This seminar hosted by the Cook
County Sheriff's Office will teach us
about common scams and dealing
with fraud when it occurs.

Wednesday 11th May 
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Laughter is the Best Medicine 
Today we welcome author Honore
Nolting who will share how they
choose laughter and blind hope in
the face of her husband's cancer
diagnosis. 

Wednesday 22nd June
Doors: 10 a.m. Program: 10.30 a.m.
Understanding Memory Loss 
Learn positive and effective
approaches to coping with
Alzheimer's and Dementia that
focus on what those with the
conidtion  CAN do! 
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Hearing the Latest 

By Mel Dermody Having taken the chance to leave a 

comfortable job in 2016, I am happy to say that my leap 
of faith has been a success. Hearing World has expanded 
to three offices and has been able 
to help hundreds of people lead 
better, more engaging lives. While 
it’s nice to celebrate business suc-
cess, seeing people come back and 
allowing me to continue to work 
on their hearing aids to help them 
achieve the best hearing possible 
has given me unexplainable joy. I 
want to thank every customer that 
has given me the opportunity to help them hear better 
and allowed me to be a vital part of their lives.

Having had the South Loop and Schererville offices open 
for five years, I recognized that people who had purchased 
hearing aids on the Chicago North Side were struggling to 
make the journey down to the South Loop, and therefore 
were not receiving the hearing care they deserved. In 
January 2021, I took the step of opening an office in Park 
Ridge. Hearing World Park Ridge was slow to get going at 
first, but in recent months it has become very busy. Ini-
tially, staff were able to help with scheduling and billing, 

Mel Dermody & Hannah Galvin

which allowed me more time with customers. However, 
as the business grew, and more people came through our 
doors, we needed additional help. I took the decision 
to hire someone who could give customers the required 
attention to detail in order to help them achieve the best 

hearing possible. After months of 
searching, we were fortunate to find 
someone all the way from Donegal, 
Ireland. Hannah Galvin. Hannah 
obtained her master’s degree in audi-
ology through University College Cork 
and she brings many years of clinical 
audiology experience to the team. 
She also brings a passion for hearing 
and shares Hearing World’s values of 

care. Her attention to detail ensures that the standard of 
care she provides is of the very highest. Hannah was born 
in Chicago; her parents owned Galvin’s bar in the north-
west side of the city, and she is happy to be back amongst 
family and friends where the Galvin name has been held 
in such high regard.

Having worn hearing aids for 30 years, I continually strive 
to identify ways to hear more speech sounds. I encourage 
all people to reach out to Hearing World to see what extra 
hearing gains we can help them with. The more problems 
you can bring to us, the more we can help you with.

Pádraig Harrington States Patronage of Irish American Partnership

The Irish American Partnership announced that re-
nowned Irish champion golfer, Pádraig Harrington, has 
been named its Patron 

The patronage honors Harrington’s roots and reflects 
his belief in using sport to bring people from different 
backgrounds and communities together; bolstering 
support of Irish schools and community organizations.

The Partnership, in collaboration with Ireland’s De-
partment of Education, will launch the Outdoor Play 
& Learning program providing $250,000 funding for 
primary schools to purchase resources that enhance 
outdoor play and learning. Outdoor Play & Learning has 
been developed in response to the great need identified 
by principals and teachers to encourage young people 
to get outside.

For over 35 years the Partnership’s mission has been 
to invest in Ireland’s future—its youth. The Partnership 
has targeted its funding – more than $50 million raised 
– where it has the greatest impact, so that every child 

can have the resources they need to learn, and to grow.
Chicago-based and Dublin-born Michael Clune, Chair 

of the Partnership’s Board of Directors, said: “We are 
delighted to welcome Pádraig aboard as Patron. His 
passion for Ireland combined with his commitment to 
children and young people will be hugely instrumental 
in helping raise awareness of our organization’s work. 
Having worked with the Partnership team myself 
for over twenty-five years, I have seen firsthand the 
benefits of the educational programs that we have 
supported in Ireland.”

Mary Sugrue, Chief Executive of the Partnership, 
welcomed Harrington: “It is incredibly exciting to have 
such a fantastic Irish sportsperson joining us as Patron. 
Pádraig will be a tremendous asset in our mission to in-
spire the next generation. As a Dublin native, he knows 
the impact the Partnership’s work has on the ground 
in schools and communities up and down the country.”

Learn more: www.irishap.org

Pádraig Harrington, IAP Chief Executive Mary Sugrue, and Minister for Education, Norma Foley, TD

http://www.irishtv.us
http://www.irishap.org
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Joe’s FaceBook Songwriter Page

Joe’s ian Monthly Columns

‘Liverpool’
Written by Nathan Carter, Nicky James, and Joe McShane

Verse 1
Dirty knees, young boys’ dreams, music everywhere
Friendly ghosts, an old signpost, voices fill the air
A smiling Nan, a babies pram come strolling down the street
It’s in my heart, I feel a part, of the Merseybeat
Verse 2
A soccer ball, an old brick wall, where children love to play
Sad times, back in 89, at that football game
Young and old, hearts of gold, on a marble stone
Hear our song, it echoes on, through “You’ll Never Walk Alone”
Chorus
Oh town of pride, upon the tide, beneath the Liverbirds
Witty rhymes, and church bell chimes, through deep & loving words
Oh the memories, so tenderly, running through my mind
Liverpool, my shining jewel upon the Merseyside
Verse 3
Cavern nights, old street lights, guitars that gently weep
Yesterday, seems far away, from Penny Lane and Lime Street
George and John although you’re gone, your melodies will stay
Imagine, oh I imagine, if you were here today
Chorus
Oh town of pride, upon the tide, beneath the Liverbirds
Witty rhymes, & church bell chimes, through deep & loving words
Oh the memories, so tenderly, running through my mind
Liverpool, my shining jewel upon the Merseyside

Hello everyone,
I hope you had a wonderful St. 

Patrick’s celebration. I enjoyed 
it all even though I was meeting 
myself coming back but that’s 
the way I like it. St. Joseph’s Day 
was pretty good also. 

In the middle of March, I 
heard the sad news that one of 
Ireland’s finest, and phenomenal 
songwriters, Pete St. John, had 
passed away on March 12th at 
the age of 90 years. I think every 
singer in the Irish scene and be-
yond will have sang or recorded 
his songs at some point in their 
career. I think it is very rare that 
I wouldn’t sing at least one of his 
songs at my gigs. It seemed that 
every time this multi-talented 
songsmith put pen to paper it 
was an instant evergreen. Songs 
like ‘The Ferryman’, Dublin In 
The Rare Ould Times’, and of 
course ‘The Fields Of Athenry’ 
were among the many songs that 
he wrote. Another favorite of 
mine is ‘Dreamers And Believers’ 
a song about musicians, and the 
beautiful ballad ‘Ringsend Rose’. 

Ireland was surely blessed to 
have a son like Pete St. John. 
R.I.P. Pete…

I am so happy to announce 
that the weekend in Blackpool 
that my brother Nicky James 
R.I.P. ran every year is now going 
to start up again. I spoke with 
Merv Futter and his daughter 
Maria about it, and I am so glad 
that they are going to take the 
reins, along with some help from 
myself. Merv and Maria did a lot 
of promoting with my brother, 
along with their own shows in 
Pontin’s, etc. They are wonder-
ful people. 

So, the “Nicky James Country 
and Irish Weekend” is planned 
for February, 24th, 25th, and 
26th 2023. I will have more about 
the lineup and booking informa-
tion in next month’s write-up. 
There have been so many people 
inquiring if it will happen again 
so, the answer is a big YES! The 
pandemic stopped us from even 
contemplating it for the last two 
years. It is a wonderful way of 
honoring Nick’s memory, and all 

the years of hard work that he 
put into these weekends. Plus all 
the friends he made along the 
way, who loved and supported 
him so much. Here is some in-
formation including websites, 
phone number, etc if you want 
to inquire or receive a booking 
form. Contact website https://
mervandmaria.com. Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/349827162108756/ and 
phone number - 01553 61746 
if you’re calling from the USA 
it would be 01144 1553 61746. 
Email - info@mervandmaria.
com. We are excited about it, 
and I’m sure Nick would be hap-
py to know that he is still in our 
hearts in a big way. He was one 
of a kind.

This month’s song is one that 
was written by Nathan Carter, 
my Brother Nick, and me. We 
wrote it just before the final 
inquiry into the tragic case of 
the Liverpool fans who lost 
their lives at a football game, 
Hillsborough, which happened 
this month on the 15th of April 
1989. It resulted in 97 deaths and 
766 nonfatal injuries. The people 
were crushed including children 
and older people. The chief 
constable at the time withheld 
relevant information. Later on, 
they decided to take responsi-
bility for their actions, and it 
was ruled as unlawful killing. 
Of course, no one was charged. 
The song was my brother’s idea. 
He said “a song about Liverpool 
should be written” and I said “we 
already wrote one called “Boat 
To Liverpool”. I did think it was 
a good idea though, so, the three 
of us put our heads together and 
wrote one of my favorite songs. 
It’s called ‘Liverpool’

As always be good to one 
another, and I wish you a very 
happy and blessed Easter, Joe

Cliff Notes:
Throw yourself into the deep 

end in life. 
You will figure it out 

and swim with the dolphins, 
OR you will move on to your 
next big adventure!

Shawshank by Way of Dublin
There is a stage play version 

of The Shawshank Redemption? 
Who knew?

And the best part is I get to 
be in it. 

25 years after the debut of 
the iconic prison film, now re-
garded as one of the best motion 
pictures of all time, the stage 
adaptation had its own debut 
in Dublin in 2009 at the Gaiety 
Theatre.

The Shawshank Redemption 
was adapted for the stage by a 
two man team headed by Owen 
O’Neill, who in addition to being 
a writer is an actor of stage and 
screen as well as a stand-up co-
median. His film credits include 
an appearance in Michael Collins 
about the Irish revolutionary 
leader.

O’Neill and his British co-play-
wright Dave Johns based their 
stage version on the Stephen 
King novella Rita Hayworth and 
the Shawshank Redemption. 
The play is closer to the original 
story than the film starring Tim 
Robbins as falsely convicted 
of murder Andy DuFresne and 
Morgan Freeman as the seasoned 
prisoner nicknamed Red in the 
Shawshank State Penitentiary 
in Maine.

Red is known as the “guy who 
can get you things” in Shaw-
shank, but his skill in acquiring 
desired outside sundries for his 
fellow inmates is surpassed by 
Andy’s ability to maintain hope 
of eventual freedom despite 
several decades of serving a 
life sentence with little chance 
of parole.

In the film African American 
Freeman is asked how he got 
the nickname “Red.” His reply is 
“maybe it’s because I’m Irish.”

I will be appearing as captain 
of the guards Byron Hadley. 
It will indeed take a certain 
degree of acting to play a vil-
lainous character who is cruel, 
foul-mouthed and sadistic! You 
best leave the kids and more 
sensitive theatergoers at home 

for this one, the playwrights 
pulled no punches with their 
R-rated script.

In the stage version Hadley is 
seen and heard throughout the 
performance, even moreso than 
the corrupt warden and second 
only to Andy and Red, to whom 
he’s not shy about doling out 
rifle butts, headlocks and throat 
grabs.

The performances will be at 
the Burlington, Wisconsin Malt 
House Theater from April 21st to 
May 1st. The Haylofters are one 
of the oldest community theater 
groups in southeast Wisconsin 
and Northern Illinois, having put 
on plays continually since 1932. 

It’s a unique production in 
that it has an all-male cast and 
a dramatic dark tone. As a rule 
males are very hard to come by 
in community theater, so much 
so that the last show I was in had 
difficulty finding a third male so 
I was recruited just a few weeks 
before the opening. But faith 
in the public popularity of the 
Shawshank story led to a high 
turnout for auditions in February 
and all 12 speaking roles were 
easily cast.

It’s also a relative rarity in 
community theater to have a 
play that is strictly a drama. 
Most theater groups like to 
play it safe with comedies and 
musicals which usually garner 
larger and more consistent au-
diences. That’s a major factor 
for volunteer organizations that 
rely on a healthy turnout to pay 
the mortgage and cover the ex-
penses. It’s even more desired in 
the wake of nearly two years of 
canceled or curtailed communi-
ty theater seasons thanks to the 
pandemic.

I hope you have the chance 
to come see the play and as the 
persevering Andy tells his “Irish” 
friend Red, “Hope is a good 
thing, maybe the best of things, 
and no good thing ever dies.”

E-mail Jim at IrishRoverJim@
gmail.com
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Movie News April 2022
by James Bartlett
We have to go straight to the big news 

story out of Hollywood: Will Smith slapping 
Chris Rock live on the Oscars after Rock 
made a joke about Smith’s wife, Jada 
Pinkett. Unless you’ve been underground, 
you’ll have seen the footage by now – both 
of the slap, and of his tearful speech very 
soon after, when he accepted the Oscar for 
Best Actor in King Richard. 

Talk about contrast: he went from a ca-
reer-killing moment to a career highlight 
in just minutes (and in front of millions of 
people). The repercussions and debates 
about this will go on for days, if not weeks, 
but I’m not going to talk about that end-
lessly here. 

Instead, I’m going to focus on the other 
news from the Oscars – the highlight of 
which, at least for our readers, was the 
Best Original Screenplay win for Kenneth 
Branagh and his semi-autobiographical 
film Belfast.

Accepting the award, he paid tribute to 
an “amazing city and a fantastic people,” 
and said the movie was a “search for joy 
and hope in the face of violence and loss… 
We will never forget all of those lost in 
the heart-breaking, heart-warming human 
story of that amazing city of Belfast on the 
fabulous island of Ireland.” 

Belfast lost in the other categories it was 
nominated in: Best Picture, Best Supporting 
Actor (for Belfast native Ciaran Hinds), Best 
Supporting Actress (Judi Dench), Best Song 
(Van Morrison’s “Down to Joy”) and Best 
Sound (Denise Yarde, Simon Chase, James 
Mather and Niv Adiri). 

It also failed to win Best Director, an 
honor that went to New Zealander Jane 
Campion for Power of The Dog. She was 
only the third woman to win that particular 
gong in the Oscars’ 94-year history, but it 
must have been bittersweet for her: the 
movie lost out in all the other 11 categories 
it had a shot at, which equaled the record 
for least wins vs. nominations. 

Another disappointed person was Killar-
ney-born Jessie Buckley, who was nominat-
ed as Best Supporting Actress for The Lost 
Daughter. A dark drama about motherhood, 
it had also been nominated for Best Actress 
(Olivia Coleman) and Adapted Screenplay 
(writer/director Maggie Gyllenhaal). How-
ever, like Dench, Buckley went home emp-
ty-handed (they lost out to Ariana DeBose 
for Steven Spielberg’s remake of West Side 
Story). The Lost Daughter was 0 for 3 too.

In a night of many upsets – and not just 
Smith’s violent outburst – the science fiction 
epic Dune actually scooped the biggest 
haul, taking home six Oscars, though none 

of them were in the more glamorous “ma-
jor” categories (i.e., acting, screenplay, 
director, picture). 

Winning big too was the family drama 
CODA, which won the huge prize of Best 
Picture, as well as Best Adapted Screenplay 
and Best Supporting Actor for Troy Kotsur, 
the first deaf actor to win the award. CODA 
was also the first movie from a streaming 
service (Apple+, and so not available to see 
in cinemas), to win Best Picture. 

Kotsur’s ASL signed/instantaneous-
ly-translated speech was one of several 
moving ones during the ceremony, which 
had very clearly taken a step towards trying 
to attract a younger, more diverse audience 
after years of falling ratings. But sadly, that 
all got pushed to the side the moment Smith 
angrily took to the stage (at least for the 
first time). 

Elsewhere in America, another Irish actor 
in the news recently was Reece Thompson, 
who revealed how much money he still 
makes from his role as the “Irish little boy” 
in James Cameron’s legendary movie Titan-
ic. As many of you will know, this month is 
the 25th anniversary of the Kate Winslet/
Leonardo DiCaprio movie, and the 110th 
anniversary of the sinking of the legendary 
ocean liner. 

Thompson appeared in the fictionalized 
movie version when he was just five years 
old, playing a third-class passenger who 
tragically dies alongside his mother and 
sister. He was in three scenes and, crucially 
in terms of salary and future royalties, said 
one actual line of dialogue.

Now aged 30 and the digital marketing 
director at a skiing and snowboarding facil-
ity in Utah, he still gets a couple of checks 
a year in royalties, though the former child 
model admits that he doesn’t remember 
much from the movie shoot.

At this time, his mother had a choice for 
her son: being in a television commercial, 
or the high-budget movie, which was set to 
star Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet:

“(She said) Let’s just do it. It’ll be 
cool. Even if the movie sucks, we’ll 
see it.”

Wise words indeed, as the movie ulti-
mately grossed close to $2bn, and is the 
second-biggest grossing hit of all time. 
Thompson was paid well for his work – 
about $29,000 – and this helped cover his 
education and vehicle expenses over the 
following decades. In the years after the 

movie came out, he received checks in 
the “low thousands” every three months, 
but these days it’s around £150 to £250 
a year (about $200-$300).

“When one arrives on the mat, I always 
think: this movie’s 25 years old! That’s 
pretty bizarre.”

L to R Meghan Conery, Katie Lenihan, Pat Sullivan, Tom Russell, Pat Leyden, 
relax after their performance for the Celtic Legal Society of Chicago’s annual 
luncheon with over 950 in attendance. Looks like we are back in full force!

http://www.paloscountryclub.com
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You might ask what does the West Suburban Irish St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and the sport of hurling have to do 
with each other? Is it that they are both performed in 
warm weather? Nope, it was a wind chill of -5 when the 
parade stepped off in Naperville on Saturday morning. Is 
it that they both draw huge followings? Nope, much like 

life revolves around that.” If work needed to be done 
at the clubhouse, if a member needed some repairs 
done to their home, or if somebody needed a ride 
across town, the club would step up and help.” That 
commitment to each other is what separates the great 
amateur games of hurling and Gaelic football from the 
multi-millionaire athletes playing professional sports 
in the United States.

The parade had the usual marching bands, Shriners 
in their little cars as well as a fair amount of people 
running for elected office since we are in an even 
numbered year. My buddy Mike Reidy who is running for 
Circuit Judge in DuPage County had a huge contingent 
of friends and family sharing candy with little kids and 
kissing every baby in sight.

Everyone was Irish at least for the day of the parade 
and presumably through the week leading up to March 
17. Our club started the day as we do every Saturday 
morning with our hurling Pub League squaring off at 6:00 
a.m. The games finished with a quick breakfast, shower, 
and a quick nip of Teelings and then it was out to trek 
the 1 ½ mile route. We chose to use the parade as a 
recruiting tool. We passed out flyers, let people handle 
the hurley and sliotar and invited them to come to a 
training session to give the game a go. Hopefully, the 
spring weather will bring some new faces to the pitch.

The parade ended with a beeline to Quigley’s Irish 
Pub where we spent the afternoon enjoying a few pints 
and regaling each other with fictional stories from days 
gone by because after all; that’s what the Irish do! 

I welcome all of you who are reading this to mark 
your calendars for August 19-21 when Gaelic Park will 
host the USGAA National Tournament for hurling and 
Gaelic football. Teams from all across North America 
will compete in the three day tournament and it 
promises to be great fun for the rabid fan or the casual 
observer who wants to see a sport played at the highest 
level with little to no investment.

a hurling match, many people stayed home. The 
easy answer is that the two of them are proud tes-
taments to the will and the comradery of the Irish. 

I recently read an article naming the ten most 
Irish cities in America and shockingly Naperville 
was ranked 4th with 15.9% of the population claim-

ing Irish roots. Lead-
ing the way was Manchester, 
New Hampshire with 19.4% 
and Lowell, Massachusetts 
was second at 17%. The high 
Irish concentration was evi-
dent on Saturday as we and 
many others braved the cold 
and marched through the 
streets of Naperville.

The parade reminded 
some of our Irish players 
of back home where peo-
ple gather to support each 
other whether it is at a GAA 
sporting event, a parade, 
wedding or funeral. Com-
munity is everything to the 
Irish and I am proud to be a 
member of both the Naper-
ville Hurling community as 
well as Naperville in gener-
al. John Haran from County 
Sligo and all around great 
guy compared the parade 
to game days in his home-
town. “Everyone from the 
parish would come out and 
watch the games. Young or 
old, rain or shine, it didn’t 
matter. When you are part 
of a sporting club your social 

http://www.windycityirishradio.com
http://www.irishamericannews.com
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Kitchen Party Ceili Radio 
9pm Central on WICR FM 88.7 or www.wicronline.

org. Monday 4pm Central on WXTF 97.9 FM in Har-
risville, Michigan, Friday 6:30 am Central on Blues & 

Roots Radio, bluesandrootsradio.com

I want to highlight and thank our Irish grocery stores 
this month. Such as Jack & Pat’s in Chicago Ridge, Touch 
of Ireland in Oak Lawn, S.S Irish Imports on 111th Street 
in Chicago and Winston’s in Tinley Park. With rising 
prices at the grocery store and everywhere else it’s a 
concern if and what will close next. We might have to 
start using bikes to get around if gas prices keep going 
up. It got me thinking of small grocery stores and how 
hard it has been on them through this pandemic. Unfor-
tunately, so many businesses closed and closed forever 
because of this virus. You name it, pre-schools, bowling 
alleys, restaurants, clothing stores, etc.…

Grocery stores serve as a reflection of what’s going 
on in a society. Grocery stores mimicked the strategy 
that department stores used to lure customers in 
with colorful window displays. Some people go to a 
few grocery stores to get everything they need. Some 
might get vegetables at a different store than where 
they buy their paper products. When I was young you 
would give your list of items to the shop keeper, and 
he would take up your items for you. They would keep 
a ledger recording each households weekly purchases. 
They would wrap some things in paper most times you 
would not get a bag.

Some grocery stores have an ethnic isle but for some 
imported foods we have to go to a special/ethnic 
grocery. 

There are several ethnic groceries from Indian, 
Polish, Mexican etc.… Ethnic groceries are a precious 
place because they carry items from that person’s 
home country. Luckily, we have some Irish stores near 
us. We have been going to Jack & Pat’s since we landed 

in Chicago. We enjoy eating our Irish breakfast at the 
weekends. 

Ethnic and mainstream foods have increasingly 
joined as consumers of all backgrounds become more 
exposed to the cuisines of the world through cooking 
shows, social media and the growing presence of 
globally influenced foodservice offerings. So, expand 
your horizons and visit some Indian, Chinese, Mexican, 
Polish, Greek, and of course Irish grocery stores! 

I will leave you with this story about not giving 
up. Whatever it is that you love to do, keep doing it 
because you never know what can happen. “When 
Stephen King was writing his first novel Carrie in the 
1970s, he was living in a trailer, driving a broken-down 
Buick and putting in hours as a gas-pump attendant. 
His wife, Tabby, worked at Dunkin’ Donuts. When he 
finished the novel, he sent it to 30 publishers. They 
all turned it down.

“There is a time in the lives of most writers when 
they are vulnerable, when the vivid dreams and am-
bitions of childhood seem to pale in the harsh sunlight 
of what we call the real world,” King said in 2003 at 
the National Book Award ceremony. “If my wife had 
suggested to me put my dreams away and support my 
family, I would have done that with no complaint. “But 
she didn’t, and King has since published more than 50 
novels. Oh, and he’s the 19th best-selling author of all 
time.” Happy Easter to all. If you have any questions 
please call, (708) 425-7021

http://www.chicagoirishradio.com
http://www.meghan-lee.com
http://www.barringtonpub.com
http://www.wicronline.org
http://www.wicronline.org
http://www.wicronline.org
https://www.bluesandrootsradio.com/
http://www.hibernianradio.org
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5 Weeks ONLY!

March 18 through April 16
8 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays,  2 p.m. Sundays

Greenhouse Theater Center
2257 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago

For tickets: 773-404-7336

"It's a crazy night of Easter 

trivia, audience interaction, and a 

wacky contest all built about the 

concept of sin!"
           --Broadway World

This is a funny story about my husband 
ancestors.

A widely publicized eviction took place on 
10 June 1887 near Bodyke in east Clare. The 
farm in question was held by John O’Hallo-
ran. Women played an important defensive 
role in evictions during the Land Wars, and 
the O’Halloran sisters – Honoria, Annie and 
Sarah – and their mother, Harriet, were by 
no means unique in their fierce resistance 
during the siege on their homestead. The 
family held out for hours against an armed 
invading force, which according to the 

Freeman’s Jour-
nal (11 June 1887) 
numbered  400 
men. The O’Hallo-
ran holding in the 
townland of Lisba-
reen, southwest of 

Bodyke village, consisted of about 18 acres 
rented from Colonel O’Callaghan at an 
annual cost of £23 10s, with an additional 
drainage charge of £2 10s. Some years 
previous, the rent had been raised to £33 
but was subsequently reduced when the 
tenants took the case to the Land Court. 
Despite this reduction, the O’Halloran’s 
owed two years’ rent in large part due 
to the construction of a new two-storey 
slated house and outhouses; reports differ 
but the building work seemed to have cost 
between £176 and £220, which the O’Hal-
loran family had in part borrowed from the 
Board of Works (Irish Times, 15 June 1887; 
Cork Examiner, 11 June 1887). On the day 
of the eviction, present in the house were 
the three O’Halloran sisters, two of their 
brothers – Frank and Patrick – and their 
mother Harriet, while the Freemans Jour-
nal (21 June 1887) reported that a young 
girl of only eight or nine years was also 
present and took part in the resistance, 
but whether or not she was another of 
Harriet’s daughters is unclear. Outside 
the farmhouse, Michael Davitt – founder 
of the Irish National Land League – Also in 

attendance in support of the family were a 
number of local clergymen and MP Joseph 
Richard Cox. Armed with rifles, bayonets, 
picks, axes, huge iron crowbars and shields, 
the bailiffs, RIC and soldiers led by Colonel 
Turner arrived at the farmstead at about 
10.30 am, as a large crowd of tenants were 
gathering. Also present were the agents 
for the property (Hosford and Delmege) 
and Sheriff Croker. The family busied 
themselves boiling a mixture of dirty water 
and meal, and when the bailiffs cautiously 
approached the house, the O’Halloran 
sisters threw the boiling substance at 
them through the loopholes. The police 
threatened to shoot but the family re-
mained defiant to the enthusiasm of the 
spectators. The magistrate present, a Mr. 
Crotty, instructed the women that if they 
continued to break the law, they would be 
sent to jail but they took no notice of such 
threats. Subsequently, the ‘Emergency 
men’ advanced under the protection of 
shields and umbrellas, and began to use 
crowbars on the gable wall. In response, 
Frank started firing slates down upon them, 
to a chorus of ‘Don’t, don’t’, while one 
of the O’Halloran girls courageously chal-
lenged the troops shouting, ‘Come now, if 
you dare’Eventually, the police managed 
to prop a scaling ladder against the house. 
About half a dozen policemen attempted to 
climb the ladder but were forcibly pushed 
off it by Frank using a long wooden pole, 
including District Inspector Hill who hurt 
his arm in the fall. After several attempts 
Constable Naughton (reported as Norton 
in some newspapers), managed to enter 
through an upstairs window. Once the 
policeman was inside, Honoria caught the 
long blade of his bayonet with her bare 
hands, at which point Frank overpowered 
Naughton to prevent any injury to her 
hands. Honoria – then armed with the 
bayonet – ran to the window and dispersed 
the gathering policeman using her newly 
acquired weapon. Immediately, Fr Hannon 
entered the building via the ladder. While 
the family intended to throw Naughton out 
the window, the priest convinced them to 

reconsider knowing that the police would 
surely fire on them if they did so. By this 
time, more policemen had managed to 
enter the house. As Fr Hannon held Frank 
to prevent further conflict, one of the 
policemen confronted Harriet who had 
been showering sand and stones from a 
back window on the authorities below. 
The priest let go of Frank so he could go 
to his mother’s aid but by this time the 
O’Halloran family could hold out no longer. 
All of the O’Halloran family members were 
taken into custody having been charged 
with assaulting District Inspector Hill and 
Constable Naughton, and while most of 
them were immediately released, some 
were brought to Limerick Jail to await the 
trial. As events unfolded inside the O’Hal-
loran family home, a number of shocking 
incidents took place outside. The Cork 
Examiner (11 June 1887) reported that 
members of the Constabulary knocked a 
man of seventy years to the ground, and 
every time he attempted to stand, he was 
pushed over again and again until Fr Glynn 
interceded on his behalf, while a young 
man was also brutally attacked by the 
policemen, after the eviction had come 
to an end, for jeering at the authorities 
as they left the scene.. The pluckiness, 
daring and defiance shown that day was 
commented upon in many publications, 
with the Cork Examiner (11 June 1887) 
referring to the resisting party as ‘the in-
domitable O’Halloran family’. In the after-
math of the eviction, a public meeting was 
held locally by Davitt and Cox where they 
commended the strength of the O’Halloran 
family, and in particular Harriet’s heroic 
defence of her home.  The case was heard 
in Ennis Courthouse on 20 June 1887. The 
presiding magistrates were Cecil Roche 
and J. M. Kilkelly. Following statements 
by the plaintiffs and witnesses, Frank and 
Patrick were sentenced to three months 
imprisonment and hard labour, while 
Honoria and Annie received a sentence of 
one-month imprisonment with hard labour; 
Sarah and Harriet were not sentenced. In 
a lengthy speech, Judge Roche declared 
the sentence a miscarriage of justice and 
that he wholly disagreed with his colleague 
Kilkelly believing he was far too lenient 
on the O’Halloran family. He stated that 
the attack on Naughton was ‘brutal and 
savage’ and described the conduct of the 
sisters as ‘extremely violent’ (Cork Exam-
iner, 21 June 1887). After a recess, Kilkelly 
addressed the court saying that he did not 
deserve the observations made by Roche 
and that he was trying to do his duty im-
partially and fairly. Hope you enjoyed this 
til next time stay safe.

mailto:greenhousetheatercenter%40thundertix.com?subject=
mailto:mike%40corrigans.com?subject=
http://www.chicalba.com
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