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The Book of Kells 
IN CONTEXT
The Book of Kells is one of a group of 

Gospel manuscripts scholars call Insular 
Style. They were produced from the sixth 
through early ninth centuries in monaster-
ies throughout Ireland, Scotland, Northern 
England and in Continental monasteries 
with Irish or English origins. In addition, 
all the Insular Gospels contain similarities in 
artistic style, calligraphic and textual tradi-
tions and were mutually influential.

The typical organization of Insular Gospel 
books contains what are called etymologies. 

They consist of:
1. A list of Hebrew names in the Gospels 

was compiled by Jerome in the  fourth 
century. Only one page of his list survives in 
the BoK

Cannon Tables. A concordance of Gospel 
passages common to two or more of the 
evangelists was compiled by Eusebius of 
Caesera in the fourth century. These tables 
were included in a copy book all Insular 
Gospel scribes used for text and illumina-
tions.The Kells’ scribes copied the numbered 
locations of the topics in the Canon Tables, 
but the corresponding numbers were not 
added in the text. So the Kells’ Canon is of 
no help in locating similar passages in the 
four Gospels.

Virgin and Child Portrait. The BoK has 
the oldest existing Virgin and Child portrait.

Breves Causae. Topic summaries of each 
Gospel.

Argumenta. 
Characteriza-
tions of each 
evangelist.

Symbols of 
the four evan-
gelists. Four 

full illuminated pages of the symbols of the 
evangelists. 

7. Each evangelist has a full page portrait. 
The Mark and Luke portraits are  miss-
ing from the BoK.

8. A full page illumination of the first word 
or phrase of each Gospel. 

Of the surviving 680 pages, 33 are full 
page illuminations and the remaining pages 
only two have no decoration at all. A few 
pages are not completed and some of the 
scribes’ decorative techniques can be seen.

The early dates in the history of Colum-
cille (Latinized name is Columba) and the 
BoK, are from a mixture of legends and 
written entries of various Annals that were 
compiled at monasteries. The Annals are the 
closest thing we have to actual documenta-
tion. However, everything in legends is not 
necessarily fictitous and everything in an 
Annual may not be a fact.

EARLY MEDIEvAL
Around 561, Columba led a group of 

monks to Dal Riata, an established Irish 
colony in Scotland. Around 574 he and his 
monks went to Iona.

From there more missions were estab-
lished in Scotland and in England.

Columba died at Iona in 597.
The first recording of a Viking raid of 

Iona came in 795. In a second raid in 802 the 
church was burned. In 807 during another 
raid 68 monks were killed by the invaders. 
For safety, a group of monks left for the town 
of Cenannas, the site of an ancient hill fort 
in Co. Meath, Ireland, where the order had 

acquired land. The monks began building a 
new monastery and scriptorium which was 
completed in 814.

 In my research I’ve found that “Cenan-
nas” means “head fort.” Another similar 
Irish name used was Ceann Lios which was 
Anglicized to Knelis. In 1152 a Church group 
called for a meeting to address ecclesiastic 
matters. It was called the Synod of Kells was 
held in the town. Afterward the town name 
remained Kells.

In 878, the Annals of Ulster recorded that 
after more Viking raids, monks arrived from 
Iona with valuables and relics. The descrip-
tion in the Annals suggest that the Book was 
among their valuables.

By 1007 (modern calendar) the Vikings 
gradually found their way to Cenannas. 
Another entry in the Annals of Ulster for 
this year states, 

“Great Gospel of Columcille,” (not yet 
called Book of Kells) “chief relic of the West-
ern world, was wickedly stolen during the 
night from the western sacristy of the great 
stone church at Cenannas on account of its 
wrought Shrine.” 

Sacred books were usually kept in boxes, 
called shrines, which were decorated with 
precious metals and Jewels.

 It was found, the entry continues “two 
months and twenty days later under a sod.” 

(To simplify things, I am using the word 
“page” throughout this column instead of 
using “folio” or “leaf.” If a bifolio is folded 
once it makes two folios. Each folio can be 
printed on both sides and each side num-
bered-1 verso or 2 recto. Each side alone can 
be called a “leaf.” Sometimes these terms 
are mixed up. 

Scholars surmise the pages were ripped 
out and discarded because they were not 
considered valuable by the raiders. It is 
estimated that between 26 and 30 pages are 
lost. There are around 10 missing from the 
beginning of the book and 12 are missing 
from the end.

Other gaps in the Book account for a loss 
of possibly 6 pages.

MEDIEvAL ERA 
As a result of local disputes during the 

11th century, the Church at Kells was burned 
down as many as five times. 

In 1017 a local king was killed in the 
church. Sometime later, Marched, King of 
Tara for only 3 days was killed in the bell 
tower.

For the next century or more, the control 
of Kells changed hands continuously. Who-
ever controlled the church also controlled its 
sizable landholdings.

At Kells, access to the Book was possible 
to a select group, mostly ecclesiastics who 
wanted to write comments, and not to the 
general public.

Twelfth century land charters regarding 
the Abby of Kells were copied on two blank 
pages, 6 verso (left page) and 7 recto (right 
page) of the Book.

Modern Era
A poem complaining about taxation on 

church land was written in the fifteenth 
century on a blank page 289v.

Bishop-elect of Meath James Ussher 
numbered each page in 1621. This is the 
same James Ussher who studied the Bible 
and other ancient texts and determined 
the world was created on Sunday, October 
23, 4004 BC. He later became the Anglican 
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All 
Ireland.

Oliver Cromwell’s army occupied the 
ruined church in Kells in1654 and stabled 
the army’s horses there. The governor of 
Kells, Charles Lambart, earl of Cavan, to the 
world’s everlasting thanks, sent the Book of 
Kells to Dublin for safekeeping. It was safe 
until 1661. That year, Henry Jones who later 
became Bishop of Meath, “presented” it to 
Trinity Collage Dublin.

During the next few hundred years, a 
number of efforts were made to repair and 
maintain the Book. In 1741 a folio was dis-
covered to be folded the wrong way. It was 
corrected and reinserted. The original size of 
the Book was 14 1/2” by 10 1/4.” In 1821 the 
decision was made to crop the Book to 13” 
by 9 1/2, rebind it and gild the edges. Some 
of the images were damaged. New number-
ing of the pages was done by J. H. Todd, at 
that time the Librarian at Trinity College 
Dublin. Another rebinding was done in 
1895, but did not last and more repairs were 
required. During the 1920s several of the 
pages were kept loose for display.

Queen Victoria and Albert visited Dublin 
and signed a page in the Book in 1821. It 
was a page inserted specially for them. In 
1953 the Book was separated and rebound 
into four volumes. At that time, the signed 
page of Queen Victoria and Albert was 
removed. At present, The Book remains in 
four volumes.

In 1951, a mechanical reproduction of 
the Book was produced by Urs Graf-verlag 
of Bern Switzerland with black and white 
pages and 48 pages in color.

This made scholarly close reading and 
research possible anywhere. In 1974 a 
major study of the Book was published 
by Francoise Henry. In 1990 an exact 
facsimile of the entire Book was made 
by Facsimile Verlag Luzern using the lat-
est technology and printing on a special 
vellum-like paper.

The Irish American Heritage Center has 
a copy in the museum for public viewing. 
Call me at the Center (773-282-7035 x10) for 
an appointment and we can meet for a tour.
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Damien Dempsey: Singer, 
songwriter, guitarist… former 
boxer? Hailing from a Northside 
suburb of Dublin, the six-foot 
two inch musician went from 
competing as an amateur boxer 
to committing himself to study-
ing music, and has since become 
and Irish folk legend and a chart-
climbing international artist.

Mixing traditional Irish folk 
with contemporary lyrics, 
Dempsey has given the music 
world six albums, and has per-
formed with world-renowned 
artists such as Sinead O’Connor 
and Bruce Springsteen. His 

Damien Dempsey at Lincoln Hall 
September 4th, and Michigan 9-13-14

most recent album, released in 
September of 2012, and titled 
“Almighty Love” is written with 
a voice speaking from personal 
experiences and adventures, 
and like his previous albums, is 
woven with lyrics that lend to 
beautiful storytelling.

Dempsey will be in the U.S. this 
month for the first time in several 

years, performing a little 
bit and promoting his 
album. His plans for the 
fall and winter include 
spending time in New 
York visiting friends, and 
traveling to Australia to 
work with the Australian 
Broadcast Company on a 
record deal.

Dempsey will be vis-
iting Chicago’s Lincoln 
Hall on September 4th 
this year with his band, 
consisting of his percus-
sionist, fiddle player, and 
guitar player, where he 
intends to play his music 

and spread his message.
If you miss him in Chicago 

you can still catch him at the 
Michigan Irish Music Festival, 
September 13-14-15 where he 
will perform as a headliner. 
www.michiganirish.org.

Belfast Paperboy Comes to
Terms With the Troubles in Paperboy

Tony Macaulay (pictured 
above right) is a Northern Irish 
writer and peacebuilder. He 

grew up at the top of the Shankill 
Road in Belfast at the start of 
thirty-five years of ‘The Troubles’ 

in Northern Ireland. This 
experience has shaped his 
life. Tony has spent the past 
25 years working to build 
peace and reconciliation at 
home and abroad, working 
with hundreds of youth and 
community groups to break 
down barriers of mistrust, 
hatred and division. Since the 
publication of his first book, 
‘Paperboy’, Tony has been in-
vited to do book readings at a 
range of festivals including the 
1st Irish Festival NYC, Aspects 
Literature Festival, Edinburgh 
Book Fringe, Belfast Book Fes-
tival and ‘Scribes at the West’ 
at Féile an Phobail. In Febru-

ary 2011 he enjoyed his first book 
tour in the USA with the Celtic 
Cultural Alliance, Lehigh and 
Desales Universities in Penn-
sylvania. In 2012 the WB Yeats 
Society of New York presented a 
reading of ‘Paperboy’ in the Na-
tional Arts Club as part of the 1st 

Irish Festival. The film rights of 
‘Paperboy’ have been picked up 
by Titian Red Pictures, produc-
ers of the award winning ‘Song 
for a Raggy Boy’. The sequel to 
‘Paperboy’ is entitled ‘Breadboy’ 
and it was published by Black-
staff Press in Spring 2013.(less)

September 2013                                Irish American News                                            “We’ve AlWAyS Been Green!” 7



We’ve all heard of ways to 
recession-proof our lives these 
days. Stock up on emergency 
funds, shore up your portfolio, 
cling to any job you have, be a 
picky buyer. Everybody is being 
careful these days. How, then, 
has Ireland managed to weather 
these financial times, while man-
aging to make itself a destina-
tion on so many families’ travel 
budget lists? Cliff Carlson of IAN 
sat down for a chat with Michael 
Ring, “The Ringer”, Minister of 

State for Tourism and Sport in 
Ireland, to answer that question.

“I’m responsible for tourism 
and sport, the two most posi-
tive aspects of government (in 
Ireland) at the moment. With 
tourism, particularly, we’re deal-
ing with positive people with a 
positive outlook. And sport has 
lifted the souls, the minds, and 
the spirits of people in Ireland 
and the world, especially dur-
ing these hard economic times,” 
Minister Ring explains. 

ruth Moran of Tourism Ireland, champion boxer, Henry Coyle, and Minister of Tourism 
and Sport, Michael ring in Chicago to promote Ireland as a destination

Sinead O’Connor at City Winery 11/4-6
The American Kindness Tour Makes Three-night Stop 
At City Winery, november 4-6 Tickets now On Sale

And Ireland’s answer to their 
branch of the economic decline 
was to invest in tourism. When 
the world was depressed, the 
Irish government decided to 
use tourism to bring revenue 
into the country, and to support 
the industry nationally. Despite 
their tough financial times, they 
reduced their rates for hotels, 
bed and breakfasts, and food, to 
encourage visitors from all over 
the world. It’s become a very im-
portant industry for the country; 
tourism alone employs around 
185,000 people in Ireland.

Because of this, within the first 
six months of the year, tourism 
growth has increased almost 
16% over 2007, in large part due 
to The Gathering initiative, Ire-
land’s year-long party inviting 
people from all over the world to 
come and visit in 2013. For this 
endeavor, the Irish government 
went from town to town, city 
to city throughout the country, 
calling meetings and asking 
people what they would be able 
to contribute to The Gathering. 
The end result has been a col-
lection of over 4,000 reunions, 
celebrations, parties, exhibits, 
and events throughout all of Ire-
land, attended by international 
travelers.

“We’re selling Ireland as a 
whole island this year,” Minister 

Ring announced. Northern and 
Southern Ireland are working 
together to bring this important 
revenue into the whole country. 
The Gathering has made this an 
enormous year for Ireland.

Following this year’s tourism 
increase, Minister Ring says they 
plan to keep the momentum 
going in two principle ways. 
First, they hope to bring in more 
visitors from word-of-mouth 
advertising. 90% of people who 
have visited Ireland this year so 
far have said that their vacation 
exceeded expectation, and that 
they plan to return to the country. 
Hopefully, that kind of positive 
feedback will catch fire and en-
courage their friends and family 
to plan their own Irish vacations.

Second, Ireland’s next plan to 
draw tourism will be the Wild 
Atlantic Way. This will be a tour 
that they plan to advertise begin-
ning in March of next year, which 
will take people all over Ireland 
to personally and intimately 
experience the country’s beauty 
and culture. These will be walk-
ing, biking, or driving tours that 
follow routes from towns, cities, 
and country sides, that will al-
low tourists to really see Ireland. 
The goal is to bring in even more 
tourism than this year.

Now, what about the sport 
side of Ireland? Minister Ring 

City Winery Chicago, 1200 W. 
Randolph Street, proudly hosts 
the only Chicago engagement 
by iconic Irish singer-songwriter 
Sinead O’Connor as part of her 
“American Kindness Tour” in three 
performances, Monday – Wednes-
day evenings, November 4-6pm

Sinead O’Connor :   The 
American Kindness Tour: 
Monday-Wednesday, Nov. 4-6, 
8pm($150/125/115)

M u l t i - G r a m m y ™ 
award winning artist 
Sinead O’Connor returns 
to North America this fall, 
after triumphant, sold-
out performances at New 
York City’s esteemed 
Lincoln Center Festival 
in July.  Since releasing 
her ninth and latest LP 
in February 2012, How 
About I Be Me (And You 
Be You)? on One Little 
Indian, O’Connor has 
received some of the most 
resounding praise to date in her 
25-year, celebrated career. Songs 
from the album such as “4th and 
Vine” and “Take Off Your Shoes” 
have been glorious additions to 
her arresting catalogue which 
has garnered millions of record 
sales worldwide.  Since the 
release of the album, O’Connor 
has been playing various fes-
tivals and venues around the 
world including Glastonbury, 
the Manchester International 
Festival, London’s Barbican Hall, 
Wien Konzerthaus, Rome, Paris, 
and Stockholm to mention a few. 

Tickets for this special engage-
ment are on sale now by calling 
(312) 733-WINE (9463) or visiting 
www.citywinery.com.

City Winery Chicago, a fully 
operational winery, restaurant 
with outdoor patio, concert 
hall and private event space, is 
located in the heart of the West 
Loop at 1200 W. Randolph, in 
the historic urban Fulton Market 
district. The concert hall accom-

modates up to 300 guests, all 
seated at tables with complete 
beverage and dining service, en-
suring a comfortable “listening 
room” experience enhanced by 
a state-of-the-art Meyer Sound 
system.  Riedel is the official and 
exclusive provider of glass ware, 
showing City Winery’s commit-
ment to enjoying quality wine 
in a quality vessel. American 
Airlines is the Official Airline 
and Crowne Plaza is the Official 
Hotel of City Winery. For more 
information, please visit www.
citywinery.com.

says that they’ve been trying to 
promote more to bring Ameri-
can tourist, in particular, to 
watch sports in Ireland. When 
Notre Dame played in Ireland 
two years ago, it brought in an 
enormous surge of American 
tourists, many of which brought 
their entire families for the event. 
“The Irish and Americans alike 
love their sport!”

Sport has been such an uplift-
ing thing in these tough eco-
nomic times. People are still able 
to sit down and watch a game 
with their families and friends, 
and that lifts their spirits and 
is good for their souls. Minister 
Ring is hopeful that more sports 
events taking place in Ireland 
will help bring even more tour-
ism into the country. He hopes 
people will come to watch hurl-
ing and football in particular, as 
the games are tremendous fun. 
“Irish sports are easy for people 
to understand, even if you go 
in not knowing anything about 
certain games,” he says. And 
that is likely to draw people to 
the sporting attraction.

“This is the time to jump into 
Ireland. There’s great value to be 
got. Good culture, good music, 
good sport,” Minister Ring ends. 
There is a lot to see and do in 
Ireland, and there’s never been a 
more budget-friendly time to go!

Minister Ring visits Chicago
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Murph’s Gift Of Music Lives On 
By Tim Moran
South Side editor
Everything that 

surrounded the life 
of Michael Murphy 
was music. During his 
32 years on Earth, he 
played several instru-
ments, performed as a 
member of a number 
of bands including “Leave” - 
which he created, taught music 
lessons at the Music School in Oak 
Lawn and was even teaching his 
mother, Mary Ann, how to play 
guitar. 

So it came as quite a shock, one 
that continues to sting for the hun-
dreds of lives he touched, when 
Michael’s life was cut short by a 
hit-and-run driver in Chicago’s 
Mount Greenwood community 
in 2008. 

“He was just finishing up his 
latest CD,” Mary Ann told the Irish 
American News about the time of 
the tragedy. “It was something we 
could not fathom, but we wanted 
to see if we could come up with 
something to move forward in a 
positive way.”

Now five years 
after his death, the 
Michael J. Murphy 
Music Scholarship 
Fund has indeed 
turned in to some-
thing positive for 
134 music students 
on the south side of 
Chicago. 

“We have a pretty good range of 
students from Catholic and Public 
schools, the majority of which 
were already in some sort of music 
instruction classes through their 
school program,” Mary Ann said. 

The scholarship, which has an 
application process that runs from 
February 1 to April 15 every year, 
allows students the opportunity to 
enroll in private lessons to expand 
their knowledge. 

This year, Mary Ann said that 46 
students were selected - including 
multiple students from St. Nicho-
las of Tolentine and St. Catherine 
of Alexandria elementary schools 
as well as St. Rita of Cascia and 
Richards High School. While open 
to all students from the ages of 
9-18, Mary Ann said the focus has 

been on the kids from the south 
side of Chicago since there is a 
limit to how many can be accepted 
each year. 

Although many of the students 
use the Scholarship to 
help further their practice 
in a musical instrument, 
Mary Ann said there are 
also students who have 
chosen dance lessons. 

Claire Maloney, a resi-
dent of Oak Lawn, and 
Fiona Martin have both 
used the Fund for lessons 
through the Dennehy 
School of Irish Dance. 
Olivia Aleman has ad-
vanced her dance skills 
through the Oak Lawn 
Park District. Richards 
High School Band Direc-
tor Chuck Martin, Mary 
Ann says, is  a big sup-
porter of the Scholarship 
- teaching many of the 
student  lessons himself; as is the 
Music School of Oak Lawn, where 
Michael taught prior to his death. 

“It’s nice to see students enjoy 
music and learn,” said Mary Ann, 
who helps coordinate the students 
with their private instructors. 
“Whenever I watch them play, 
I have so much respect because 
learning to play an instrument is 
not easy and requires dedication 
and practice. .

“I can see a thread of Michael 
through all these students,” Mary 
Ann added. “They seem to have 
his motivation and drive to in-
crease their abilities ... that is very 
rewarding.”

To help fund the scholarship, the 
Fund’s Board of Directors, which 
includes Mary Ann, Jim Latsis, 
Gerry Sexton,  Kevin Healy, Deb-
bie Hughes and Bob and Noreen 
Lassandrello (Michael’s uncle and 
aunt), organize a benefit every 
other year at 115 Bourbon Street 
in Merrionette Park. This year, the 
event is scheduled to take place on 
October 19 from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The cost, which is $30 for adults, 

includes a buffet, beer, wine and 
soft drinks. 

“The day is all about music,” 
Mary Ann said. “We have bands 
going the entire day, raffles, silent 
auction items, and a spin the wheel 
raffle. We consider this a fundrais-
ing concert for people who come 
to hear great music and have a 
good time.” 

The first two benefits, in 2009 
and 2011, Mary Ann called “a huge 
success.” 

One of the pre-benefit events is 

the “Murph’s Gift of Music Pub 
Crawl” featuring the Larkin and 
Moran Brothers (of which Michael 
was a member) and is set to take 
place on September 7. 

Michael’s love, and expertise, 
when it comes to music can be 
best illustrated from a story from 
2002 - during one of Michael’s two 
visits to Ireland. 

At the time, Michael’s uncle, Al 
Adams, had recently passed away 
- and Mary Ann had requested 
Michael perform “The Leaving of 
Nancy” - a favorite song of Al’s, 
during a family reunion in Tipper-
ary. Michael did not know the song 
at the time, and didn’t sit down to 
work on it until the night or two 
before the event, but performed it 
without a glitch. 

“He was very good at putting 
songs together and getting up on 
stage live so it was no effort at all. 
He got up there as if he knew it 
all along.”

Michael loved being in Ireland, 
and was in the midst of planning a 
third trip, this time with the Larkin 
and Moran Brothers, at the time of 

his death. 
“I still have the journal he kept 

while he was there,” Mary Ann 
said of the 2002 visit. 

With the establishment of the 
Scholarship, Michael’s impact on 
music education will live on for 
years. But his mother says she has 
been “very blessed,” to this day, 
to still hear stories on how much 
Michael is loved. 

“People still come up to me and 
tell me how they felt about him 
and how they admired him, not 

only as a musician but as a person,” 
she said.

To Qualify For
The Scholarship: 
Applicants (age 9-18) can apply 

online at www.murphsgiftofmusic.
org. The student must not have any 
failing grades, write an essay on 
how they have become involved 
in music and have recommenda-
tions. Members of the scholarship’s 
board of directors then meet with 
the parents, who Mary Ann has 
said are “very thankful” in express-
ing the appreciation that if it had 
not been for the Scholarship, their 
child would not have been given 
this opportunity.  

To Support Murphy 
Scholarship Fund: 

Musical instrument and mon-
etary donations are always appre-
ciated. Items to be auctioned off at 
the benefit are also being sought. 
Visit http://murphsgiftofmusic.
org/murphy/donations/ to do-
nate.

Ireland: Michael Murphy (left) loved visiting Ireland. He is 
seen here an Ireland beach with his parents, Jim and Mary Ann.



Cartographers in ancient 
times, having no knowledge or 
research into the frontiers on the 
other side of the ocean, would 
label those sections of their 
maps as “terra incognita”, i.e., 
unknown territory. 

Debate raged about what was 
out there in the “terra incog-
nita”? Monsters?  There might 
be dragons out there on the 
South Seas.

There’s been lots of talk of 
prejudice lately, an irrational dis-
like of those who aren’t exactly 
like us. Many in our community 
fear these groups, scoff at them, 
assuming those tribes have not 
evolved to the sophistication of 
the rest of us. 

Here in Chicago, those fears 
can escalate to outright bigotry, 
as it did last July in an ugly ex-
change at The Irish American 
Heritage Center Irish Fest.

 I was working a table sell-
ing my books and DVDs, like 
any other honest merchant of 
his trade. Chicago author John 
Linehan split the table with me 
and we drank beer and worked 
the room as fest goers cruised 
through. Linehan is from the 
south side, went to Leo and St. 

Justin Martyr grammar school. 
He’s written a great book “City 
Life: Coming of Age in Chicago”.   
I highly recommend this very 
funny roman a’ clef of Linehan’s 
days as an Andy Frain usher all 
over Chicago in the seventies. 

John and I huckstered at the 
people as they strolled by our 
table, hoping to lure them in and 
talk them into buying our books.  
An aging bimbo picked up my 
book, “Hooliganism”, looked it 
over while John and I tossed out 
sweet nothings to her. She finally 
said, “Oh, it’s about Southside 
Irish!” 

She spit out the words “South-
side” with particular disdain, 
as if something fuzzy was in 
her mouth.  Her hands curdled 
around the book, a wicked twitch 
as she dropped it back on our 
table.  She sneered as she walked 
away “Euuwwuh South-side”. 

John and I turned to each other 
aghast. Had this woman actually 
just dissed the South Side Irish? 
We were stunned by her blatant 
bigotry.

If only Al Sharpton were there 
to record this woman’s bile and 
help us make some money out 
of it.

Linehan and I were of course 
deeply wounded by this ven-
om directed our way as native 
Southsiders.

In the interest of transparency 
I will disclose that I was born in 
Evanston, baptized at St. Mar-
garet Mary parish, just a couple 
blocks from my folks two flat on 
Estes Avenue. So I have North 
Side Irish blood. 

I’m not ashamed to admit it, 
proud to have those drops of 
blood in my character. I still have 
friends in my old parish, like 
Anne Marie Grogan, who my 
brothers tormented by hiding 
the baby, me, behind the shower 
curtain in the tub when she was 
babysitting. 

But we moved to the south 
side when I was two years old, 
emigrated to Christ the King par-
ish. And for the next twenty odd 
years I matriculated as a South-
sider and earned my street cred 
as a member of the Mt. Carmel 
Caravan. So it ain’t like I’m a Cub 
fan or anything.  

So yes, I am deeply hurt when 
some old Milwaukee Avenue 
skank dares to besmirch the 
reputation of the great South 
Side. Sadly, this is the not my 

first encounter with this ugly 
prejudice. 

But being Southside Irish has 
served me well in life and en-
abled me to tell many people in 
high places to “feck off!” 

I’m happy to confirm to those 
flat-earthers, that of course there 
are “dragons” there and I’ve 
drank with many of them. And 
while we have our geniuses, 
surgeons, inventors, and even 
playwrights, we also have our 
monsters and thank God for 
them. It wouldn’t be the south 
side without ‘em.

So let me offer this olive branch 
to the rest of our community. We 
on the South Side love you. We are 
all part of a big family and when 
we come together to work or play, 
all of Chicago’s Irish together can 
work wonders. That’s what’s out 
there for those who dare to sail 
into the terra incognita. 

So be like Ponce de Leon, Ma-
gellan, and Bob Hope! Explore 
and you just might find the 
Fountain of Youth.

The great gathering of all 
Chicago Irish was evident a few 
years ago when the Irish com-
munity of Chicago came together 
to help Natasha McShane, the 

young Irish girl who was bru-
tally attacked by a villain with a 
baseball bat as she and her friend 
walked home. The trial is start-
ing soon for Natasha’s attacker 
and let’s pray that JUSTICE BE 
DONE. 

That justice might include, not 
prison, but releasing the criminal 
who did this to the entire Chica-
goland Irish community. Then 
the world could watch us work 
together in harmony. 

The West Side Irish could get 
some of their best city work-
ers together to introduce the 
bat wielder to the marvels of a 
Streets and San steamroller.

The Northside Irish could have 
some of their gorgeous women 
castrate the hombre on a Satur-
day night in front of Vaughn’s.  

And we Southsiders would 
love the opportunity to bring 
this devil to Gaelic Park where 
we could all remove his head and 
kick it about like an aul’ football. 

I know the entire Irish com-
munity would be as one as we 
greet him in unison, “Welcome 
to Terra Incognita Amigo!”

You can take the kid out of the 
Southside, but you’ll never take 
the Southside out of the kid.

First 5K Run/Walk on the Airfield Of Midway 
Airport To Benefit Special Olympics Chicago

Inaugural Midway Fly Away 5K, September 15
Runners of all levels are invited 

to be a part of history as the first 
ever 5K race will be held on the 
airfield of Chicago’s Midway 
International Airport on Sunday, 
September 15. The Midway Fly 
Away 5K will benefit Special 
Olympics Chicago.

This inaugural event will offer 
athletes the opportunity to run or 
walk 3.1 miles directly on the air-
field of Midway Airport, complete 
with jumbo jets and airplanes 
taking off and landing overhead. 
The race will begin and end at the 
Southwest Airlines Hangar. 

Registration is open through 
September 10 at noon, by visit-
ing www.sochicago.org. At that 
website, participants can cre-
ate a personal fundraising page 
where supporters can make tax 
deductible donations. The first 
1,000 people registered receive 
a commemorative Midway Fly 

Away 5K Run/Walk t-shirt. All 
those who raise more than $250 
will automatically be entered to 
win two round-trip airline tickets 
to anywhere in the continental 

United States that Southwest 
Airlines flies – with no restrictions 
or blackout dates. Prizes will also 
be awarded to the top male and 
female participants.

“This race will not only be thrill-
ing for any athlete to take part in, 
but also historic as it is the first race 
of its kind at Midway Airport,” 

said James “Skinny” Sheahan, 
race coordinator for the Midway 
Fly Away 5K.. The monies raised 
from this event help support the 
programs and activities that thou-
sands of Special Olympics athletes 
enjoy each year.” 

Onsite registration on race day 
begins at 6 am until 7:30 am. The 
race will begin promptly at 8 am. 
Participants should bring a photo 
id and check-in at the Southwest 
Airlines Hangar, located at 5035 
West 55th Street at Midway Air-
port. No backpacks/bags will be 
allowed on the course, however, 
there will be gear check available 
the day of the race. No “wheels”, 
including strollers, bicycles, tri-
cycles, rollerblades, inline skates, 
will be allowed on the airfield.  

Free parking for participants 
in the Midway Airport Economy 
Parking lot , located at 5050 West  
55th St.
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St. Patrick’s in Joliet celebrates 175 years 
By Tim Moran 
South Side editor

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, 710 W. 
Marion St. in Joliet, will have a celebration 
dedicated to their 175th anniversary on 
Saturday, September 7 following the day’s 
4:30 p.m. Mass conducted by Bishop Dan-
iel Conlon. Illinois Sen. Pat McGuire will 
give a state recognition during the Mass.

The ensuing celebration will include 
a cash dinner, raffles and entertainment 
in addition to raffles. Donations will be 
accepted. 

Polka music will begin the entertain-
ment portion of the event, followed by 
Irish dancers - which will begin around 
6:30 p.m. Mexico dancers and Mariachi 
music will also be part of the event. 

According to St. Patrick’s Pastor Peter 
Jankowski, the immigrant faithful of Ire-

land in the mid 1800s were given a chance 
to “take root and grow” in the Joliet and 
Chicagoland area - helping to establish 
the Parish. 

“Although the membership of St. Pat-
rick’s currently is not as populated with 
the Irish faithful as in the past, the spirit 
of the Irish is very much present in the 
community,” said Jankowski - who noted 
that in 2011 a daily Mass and Adoration 
Chapelwas dedicated in honor of St. 
Brigid of Kildare. 

Over the years, the Irish American 
influence has been strong on the Parish 
since its inception in 1838. Jankowski says 
St. Patrick’s has been staffed by “wonder-
ful” Irish clergy such as John Ingoldsby 
(1844-1850), Patrick Faralley (1858-1869), 
Walter Power (1869-1886), Patrick Dunne 
(1886-1911) and Peter Paul O’Dwyer 
(1911-1917). 
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The church’s longest serving Pastor, 
Irishman Rt. Rev. Monsignor Philip L. 
Kennedy served in the area from 1917 
to 1961. 

“We are blessed to have these men and 
women from the past who have served 
as examples of faith as we keep the Irish 
spirit alive through the charitable life we 
bestow on those living among us today,” 
Jankowski said. 

St. Patrick’s has a daily Mass at 7:30 
a.m. Monday through Friday and have 
services on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and noon. The 
noon Mass is conducted in Spanish.  





NOW HIRING
IRISH

CAREGIvERS
 for immediate employment. 
Experience preferred and 
must have reliable trans-

portation. 
Please call Ashling at 708-
728-5538 or email aishling-

care@gmail.com

Terminus
By Mark O’rowe

 Interrobang Theatre Project 
is pleased to kick-off its 2013-14 
season with Terminus by Mark 
O’Rowe, directed by Co-Artistic 
Director Jeffry Stanton, playing 
September 12 – October 6, 2013 at 
The Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. 
Southport in Chicago, where it is 
now a resident company. Tickets 
for Terminus are on sale through 
the Athenaeum Theatre Box Of-
fice at www.athenaeumtheatre.
org or by calling (773) 935-6875.  
The press openings are Saturday, 
September 14 at 8 pm and Sun-
day, September 15 at 3 pm.

Terminus features Kevin Barry 
Crowley, Christina Hall and Mi-
chaela Petro.

Interrobang Theatre Project 
brings Terminus—the interna-
tional sensation and tour de force 
of poetry and drama—to the Chi-
cago stage for the first Midwest 
production with an American 
cast.  A scours the depths of 
Dublin to rescue her ex-student 
who is about to take a life. B 
finds herself face-to-face with a 
demon and falls in love just in 
time. C sold his soul to the devil 
for the world’s greatest voice, but 
he’s building a body count faster 
than an audience. Terminus is a 
supernatural fantasy of inter-
locking monologues sweeping 
the audience on a helter-skelter 
ride through the wildest parts 
of the imagination, our greatest 
hopes, and our darkest fears.  Be 
warned – it’s not for the faint of 
heart!

Dates:  Previews: Thursday, 
September 12 and Friday, Sep-
tember 13, 2013 at 8 pm

Press performance: Saturday, 
September 14, 2013 at 8 pm and 
Sunday, September 15 at 3 pm

Special understudy perfor-
mance: Saturday, September 28 
at 3 pm

Regular run: Sunday, Septem-
ber 15 - Sunday, October 6, 2013. 
Note: there will be added 3 pm 
performances on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, 28 & October 5

Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days at 8 pm; Sundays at 3 pm

Tickets:  $25; $10 previews, stu-

dents/industry (with JD).  Avail-
able through the Athenaeum 
Theatre Box Office at www.ath-
enaeumtheatre.org or by calling 
(773) 935-6875. Flexible season 
subscriptions are available now 
through www.interrobangth-
eatreproject.org.
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   This is the next of a series of columns on how the law 
can impact your life.  each month we will focus on various 
aspects of the law relating to personal injuries, those that 
happen both on-the-job and otherwise, including mishaps 
which occur in driving vehicles, using products and receiving 
medical care.  The column will also respond to legal 
questions relating to personal injury that are sent to us.
   The Healy law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, 
two of whom are from Ireland.  We are located downtown 
at 111 West Washington Street, Suite 1425, Chicago, Illinois 
60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.HealylawFirm.
com.  The firm concentrates in the representation of injured 
victims of all types of accidents.

U.S. Supreme Court Protects Drug Manufacturers 
– Abandons Those Injured By Defective Drugs

Throughout the past century, 
there have been many life sav-
ing drugs that have been dis-
covered and put on the market 
to the benefit of those suffering 
from illness, disease or physical 
limitation.  Usually, these drugs 
are safe, well tested and on occa-
sion life saving.  Unfortunately, a 

small percentage of drugs prove 
to be dangerous because of cer-
tain side effects.  In fact, there 
have been incidences were drug 
manufacturers continue to sell a 
drug that has known dangerous 
side effects without providing 
any written warnings concerning 
the side effects.  Until recently, 

injured consumers could sue a 
drug manufacturer for failing to 
warn of dangerous side effects 
that could occur while taking a 
certain drug.

All  of that has recently 
changed.  In the past two years 
the United Supreme Court has 
twice issued rulings protecting 
large, generic drug makers by 
eliminating the right of injured 
consumers to sue when injured.   
The two decisions, Pliva, Inc. 
v. Mensing and Mutual Phar-
maceutical Company v. Bartlett 
, concluded that individuals 
injured by side effects present in 
generic drugs no longer have the 
right to sue generic manufactur-
ers for their injuries.

Both of these decisions were 
decided by 5 to 4 majorities 
with the voting being along 
party lines.  Specifically, the 5 
Republican appointed Supreme 
Court Justices sided with the 
drug manufacturers while the 4 
Democratic appointed Justices 
dissented in favor of injured 
consumers.  The logic of the 
majority in both cases follows 
the same path.  Essentially, the 
majority found that because the 
FDA requires generic manufac-
turers to use the same warnings 

as the original manufacturer, 
generic manufacturers should 
not be held accountable if those 
warnings are insufficient.  While 
this logic may sound reasonable, 
it leaves the injured with no 
remedy.  Specifically, the injured 
consumer cannot sue the original 
manufacturer because they did 
not buy the original manufac-
turer’s drug.  Further, the injured 
consumer cannot sue the generic 
manufacturer because of the 
Supreme Court decision.

Historically, courts have at-
tempted to insure that there 
is a remedy for every wrong.  
This has been especially true 
when there is an entity profit-
ing from the sale of a product 
that ultimately causes harm.  It 
was this idea or philosophy that 
led to whole area of product 
liability law.  For decades, that 
has been the rationale and law 
of this country: companies that 
profit through the sale of defec-
tive products must pay the cost 
of harm that resulted from the 
defective product.

For now, all  of that has 
changed.  Under the both the 
Pliva, Inc. and Mutual Pharma-
ceutical decisions, generic drug 
manufactures no longer can be 

sued when they sell defective 
products that may cause great 
harm.  These two rulings may 
encourage dangerous practices 
in the future.  Large companies 
have always been encouraged 
to improve the safety of their 
products because of their knowl-
edge that the companies will be 
sued if the product proved to be 
dangerous.  By making generic 
drug manufacturers immune 
from suit, the Supreme Court has 
taken away a key incentive that 
promotes product safety.  

As a result of these rulings, 
drug makers can continue to put 
products on the market with bad 
warnings knowing the product is 
causing harm and also knowing 
that no one can sue them.  These 
companies can continue to reap 
profits even though the products 
they are selling have dangerous 
side effects for which no warning 
is being given.  Ultimately this is 
bad for all of us because we all, 
from time to time, need to take 
prescription drugs.

There is hope however.  Upon 
learning of these two decisions, 
the current President and his 
administration have proposed a 
new set of rules for the FDA to 
follow that may lead to a return 
to the prior ability to sue ge-
neric drug manufacturers.  Spe-
cifically, under newly proposed 
regulations, the FDA will allow 
generic manufacturers to create 
and utilize new and improved 
warnings when they become 
aware of dangerous side effects.  
Under this new proposed regula-
tion, the Supreme Court rulings 
in Pliva, Inc. and Mutual Phar-
maceutical will no longer bar 
an injured consumer’s right to 
sue generic drug manufacturers.  
Hopefully the FDA does in fact 
publish these new rules impos-
ing some minor responsibility on 
generic drug manufacturers, but 
potentially 
benefiting 
all of us.  

By:   
M a r t i n 
Healy, Jr. 
        and

John P. 
Scanlon

Pictured 
here.
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Brown Bag
As reported by NBC News, M. 

Alex Johnson, “Elliot Bronstein, 
chief spokesman for the Seattle 
office of Civil Rights advised that 
city spokesman avoid the term, 
“brown bag” as racially offensive.” 

Liberalism to the nth degree, 
however there is a history to 
this allusion. Henry Lewis Gates 
Jr. said while he was in college, 
“Some of the brothers that came 
from New Orleans held a -bag- 
party as a classmate explained 
it to me, a bag party was a New 
Orleans custom wherein a brown 
paper bag was stuck on the door. 
Anyone darker than the bag was 
denied entrance.”

So what’s next? Should we 
ban brown bags nationwide? 
No wonder the fast food folks 
use white bags! Let’s just bag the 
whole issue. What do I pack my 
lunch in now?
Jesse Jr.

The real losers of course are the 
taxpayers. Despite the fact that 
he entered a guilty plea and was 
sentenced to 30 months in prison. 
He quite possibly will collect dis-
ability payments and he will not 
lose his congressional pension. 
The judge actually commended 
him for some of his more note-
worthy accomplishments while 
he was in office. 

If it ever comes to pass would 
they dare to name the Pork Bar-
rel Airport in Peotone after him?

He will report to prison on All 
Saints Day. Ironic … Sorry, there 
are no saints holding office! Pick-
ing your own prison seems to be 
a privilege afforded politicians or 
the very wealthy who seem to get 
to choose where they serve their 
time. Tennis anyone?
Sandy Jackson

I wonder if we failed to report 
$600,000 in income if the IRS 
would let us off with 12 months 
in prison. I sure as hell don’t 
think so.

USS The Sullivans
U.S. Navy ship, USS The Sul-

livans (DD-537) was the first Navy 
ship to be named in honor of the 
five Sullivan Brothers, George, 
Francis, Joseph, Madison, and 
Albert, who lost their lives when 
a Japanese submarine sunk their 
ship, the USS Juneau, at the Battle 
of Guadacanal, November 13, 1942.

The USS Sullivan’s associa-
tions 25th anniversary reunion 
will be held September 18-22, 
2013 at the Marriott Suites in 
Deerfield Illinois. There will be 
a series of events. On Thursday, 
September 19th, attendance at a 
Naval recruit graduation, and 
a tour at the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center. There banquet 
will be held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 21st at the Great Lakes Naval 
Station, Port of Call restaurant.

Albert Sullivan’s daughter, 
Kelly Sullivan will be in atten-
dance. Last year the Fighting 
Sullivan’s were inducted into 
the Irish American Hall of Fame. 
“Fair winds and following seas 
to you.” For information call Hal 
Burke at 630-515-9060 or email 
sullydd-537@att.net.

Milwaukee Irish Fest
As usual the Milwaukee Irish 

Fest had the most cultural offer-
ings that anybody could hope 
to expect. One of my favorite 
stops is a visit to the Irish Wolf 
Hounds. Always brings to mind 
that time when I had my own 
gentle giant, Boru of Balling-
lanna. Additionally, I always 
enjoy the cultural area, not so 
much the rock groups. Weather 
was absolutely gorgeous. There 
were huge crowds and the green 
shirts were everywhere you 
looked. If you missed it this 
year, put it on your calendar for 
next! Henry Maier Park, owned 
by the city of Milwaukee stages 
festivals all summer long. Chi-
cago could take a page out of 
their book. 
Harrisburg

I had an opportunity to visit 
my family in Harrisburg, PA with 
my nephew, Gary Shaffer, who is 
a history teacher. We visited the 
Revolutionary War battlefield, 
Brandywine, and also visited 
Harper’s Ferry, where the Union 
Army arsenal was located.

My other nephew, Kevin 
Shaffer and I visited the Civil 
War Museum in Harrisburg 
where they had a group of Civil 
War Reenactors - the 41st Ala-
bama Regiment Company I - 
who put on a terrific reenactment 
of marching and drilling.

iBAM! 2013
We are eagerly looking forward 

to mid-October when once again 
iBAM! will take place at the Irish 
American Heritage Center. To 
my mind, this is certainly one of 
the premiere Irish cultural events 
that takes place anywhere in the 
USA. Join us October 10-13, and 
experience some real Irish culture.

Illinois Pensions
The best description I’ve heard 

is the Illinois State Legislature is 
paralyzed. Are they afraid to go 
ahead with pension reform until 
after the elections. Obviously, 
they keep beating around the 
bush. Speaker Madigan and State 
Senator, John Cullerton are not 
showing the leadership needed.

Dan Mclaughlin, Mayor of Orland Park, was recently welcomed 
as the new executive Director of the Builders Association.  Dan has 
an extensive background in association management, construction 
and business issues that will benefit the Builders Association.

The Builders Association is a 107 year old trade organization 
representing Chicago area general contractors and suppliers.

Pictured from left to right are Treasurer Ken egidi, Pepper Con-
struction Company; Builders Association executive Director Dan 
Mclaughlin; Chairman Jimmy Akintonde of Ujamma Construction 
and vice Chariman Jeff raday of McShane Construction Company.
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I walked into the food hall 
marquee at the Cavan Institute 
in Cavan town to the aroma of  
sausages. The food hall was full 
to the brim with people sampling 
locally produced ice cream, 
farmhouse cheeses, rhubarb 
jams, gooseberry spiced jams, 
black puddings, cider and choco-
lates. November 2012 had seen 
the inaugural ‘Taste of Cavan‘ 
and now less than a year later 
over 20,000 people had spilled 

through the doors eager to sip 
and see.

I had arrived just in time for 
the next cookery demonstration 
by Ireland’s well loved chef, res-
taurant owner, cookbook author 
and television presenter, Clo-
dagh McKenna. The funny thing 
about all of this, was as a child, I 
had lived next door to Clodagh 
but had not seen her since she 
was perhaps 5 years old ! She 
arrived on stage with a smile as 
wide as the ocean and her eyes 
darted around the room, mak-
ing contacting with people and 
acknowledging their presence. 
She is indeed the epitome of Irish 
hospitality. To say she conducted 
a cooking demonstration would 
really not do it justice as Clodagh 
educated people throughout. 
She made lemon roasted chicken 

with olive, basil and tomato 
sauce and pan fried gnocchi. If 
you think there may be a little 
Italian influence, you would be 
correct. Clodagh lived in Italy for 
some time and has combined her 
love of Irish ingredients with her 
experience in Italy. Among the 
many ingredients used for this 
recipe, she used  locally sourced 
chickens, Donegal Rapeseed Oil, 
Irish Atlantic Sea Salt, fresh lem-
ons, garlic, freshly grown herbs 

and local heirloom tomatoes. She 
frequently offered tips, advising 
not to put your tomatoes in the 
fridge, the benefits of grass fed 
beef and why marbling occurs 
in your beef. (This was of course, 
for another beef recipe!) Clodagh 
made parmesan gnocchi and ex-
claimed that she felt it was only 
natural that we make it well in 
Ireland as the main ingredient 
is the potato. Clodagh stayed 
for a while to judge the ‘Chef of 
Cavan’ competition , visited with 
people, signed autographs and 
then had to drive back to Dublin 
for evening service at her newest 
venture ‘Clodagh’s Kitchen’ in 
Blackrock, Co Dublin.

I meandered in to the food hall, 
eager to sample the foods on of-
fer. The first booth I stopped had 
was ‘Moran’s Jams’. They have 

16-20 different varieties of jam’s 
, chutney’s and marmalades. 
They began at a farmers market 
and last year expanded their 
business by moving in to a com-
mercial facility in Cavan. They 
currently service 60 SuperValu 
stores across throughout Ireland. 
I enjoyed the 3 I sampled but 
had a particular attachment for 
the gooseberry spiced jam. All 
of their fruits are sourced from 
local farmers or farmers around 
Ireland, ensuring only the finest 
of products as a result. 

By walking a mere 5 steps 
I landed upon the  ‘Corleggy 
Cheese’ booth from Belturbet, 
Co Cavan. The lovable and clever 
Silke Cropp (pictured) was there 
to greet me, with knife in hand, 

ready to slice her 
various cheeses. If 
her packaging and 
presentation was 
not enough to en-
tice you then a bite 
of one of her chees-
es would. 

The tenacious 
Ann Rudden was 
working with her 6 
year old daughter at 
her booth. Ann had 
just returned from a 
trip to China where 
she hopes to export 
her product ‘Aines 
Chocolates’. Ann 
from Stradone vil-
lage, Cavan is going 

from strength to strength with 
her handmade chocolates. Ann is 
a master chocolatier and only the 
freshest butter and cream makes 
it in to her wild raspberry, zesty 
lime, toffee butterscotch and Si-
cilian lemon chocolate bars. 

The evening ended with a 
meal in the ‘Olde Post Inn’ in 
Clover Hill , Cavan. Words fail 
me right now as I write this. 
The car pulled up alongside a 
picturesque old stone church, 
with a welcoming Inn adjacent. 
I walked into this 6 bedroomed 
Inn where I was to stay for 
the night and I was greeted 
by the smell of turf burning 
in the fireplace. There really is 
something about this smell that 
draws you in and welcomes you.  
Gearoid Lynch, proprietor and 
chef entertained us that night. 

Corleggy cheese 
with beetroot 
salad, followed 
by scallops, ba-
con and cabbage 
t e r r i n e  t h e n 
monkfish and 
baby carrots, 
new potatoes 
and for dessert 
a rhubarb baked 
alaska. 

Later the next 
morning , Gea-
roid had freshly 
baked scones 
r e a d y  a l o n g 
w i t h  h o m e 
made raspberry 
jam and freshly 
brewed coffee. 
We chatted ani-
matedly about 
sustainable farming , and fish-
ing in the Lakeland County. 
Gearoid told me that there is 
a lake to fish in for every day 
of the year in Cavan. 365 lakes 
in the county. It’s funny how it 
takes moving away to another 

country to really learn about 
your homeland. Cavan was 
friendly and welcoming. It is a 
county to watch . Passion runs 
deep here. It is evident when you 
hear them speak. Passion is belief 
and they believe in their foods.
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Will County Celtic Fest 
September 14th
by erin Gallagher

Will County Celtic Fest is getting ready for big fun on 
Sept. 14 in Joliet. There will be fun for all ages on two stages.

To honor those who serve, all military and first respond-
ers admitted free. The day jump starts at Noon with bag-
pipes during the opening ceremonies. After a moment of 
silence, the Emerald Society will start the sweet tones of 
“Amazing Grace” followed by the rolling thunder of the 
pipe band’s own rock version of the tune.

Music on the main stage includes an exciting mix of 
traditional Irish, and just about everything wonderful 
that goes with it. The bands include Cutthroat Shamrock, 
Ploughboys, Colm O’Brien, Reilly, John Condron & the Old 
Gang Orchestra, and Tallymore. Each group is different in 
their own right. What they all have in common is talent. 

A complete schedule and sounds are on www.WillCoun-
tyCelticFest.com.

The Heritage Tent is where the St. Patrick’s School All 
Year Class Reunion will be held. Admissions from people 
attending the reunion will be earmarked for the Pat Paul 
Memorial Scholarship. 

The Heritage Stage will feature cultural events, includ-
ing open Irish pub sessions, Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society, learn to jig, and more. 

Race fans will love meeting Indy Lights Driver Peter 
Dempsey. The famous Wexford driver has earned top 
positions on the toughest courses. He will be on hand for 
autographs, inteviews and photos with his race car.

The Allied Nursery Children’s Area has expanded to 
involve numerous actives, including the Chicago Parent 
Magazine Wee Folk Area for the youngest among us. 
Kids can plant a shamrock, touch a fire truck, bounce in 
an inflatable obstacle course, race in potato sack, go into 
the petting zoo, have a face painted, attend a magic show 
and so much more. All actives are included in the price of 
admission. The Autobahn Race Zone will feature crafts and 
games, too. Prizes provided by Ranch Frostie.

The Keigher Academy of Irish Dance will be performing 
all day on both stages. 

The fest is organized by the Irish American Society of 
County Will, the area’s leading Irish group since 1981. 
Members enter free.

Admission is $5 for age 13 and over. Children 12 and 
under are free. The event is held at St. Joe’s Park, 733 
Theodore Street, Joliet with free parking. There will be 
plenty of food, cold beer, raffles, vendors and much more. 
For details, maps and other information, click to www.
WillCountyCelticFest.com.

The Ploughboys
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Fundraiser Assists 
victims of Boston Bombings

Months have passed since the 
Boston bomb attacks, but for many 
of the wounded, the healing con-
tinues. Local Chicago Irish dance 
and music schools will host an 
afternoon of music and dance as 
a fundraiser for the victims of the 
Boston bombings. 

From Chitown to Beantown is 

a fun-filled afternoon for the Irish 
dance and music community of 
Chicagoland, filled with music and 
dance, camaraderie and goodwill, 
to honor our friends in Boston.

The event is inspired by 8-year-
old Jane Richard, an Irish dancer 
with the Clifden Academy, in sub-
urban Boston. Jane was severely 
injured in the blasts and this fund-
raiser will raise funds for Richard’s 
family, as well as Krystle Marie 
Campbell, Lü Lingzi, Martin Wil-
liam Richard and Sean A. Collier, 
who lost their lives in the bomb-
ings and post-bomb shooting.

Featured performers include the 
Academy of Irish Music, Dennehy 
School of Irish Dance, Identity 
Irish Dancers, Irish Music School 
of Chicago, McNulty and O’Hare 
School of Irish Dance Trinity Irish 
Dancers.

Proceeds raised will go toward 
the victims of the Boston bomb at-
tacks, including the four killed and 
more than 260 injured. Proceeds 
will benefit the Richard Family, as 
well as the families of Krystle Ma-
rie Campbell, Lü Lingzi, Sean A. 
Collier and The One Fund Boston.

The One Fund Boston was 

formed to assist victims and fami-
lies affected by the tragic events at 
the Boston Marathon on April 15, 
2013 and in the days that followed. 
In the weeks after the Marathon, 
through the incredible generos-
ity of thousands of individuals, 
foundations and corporations, 
One Fund Boston has raised more 
than $60M for the victims and the 
families.

From Chitown to Beantown is 
Sunday, September 22 at 2pm at 
the Irish American Heritage Cen-
ter at 4626 North Knox Avenue, 
Chicago. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door and are $10 for adults 
and children 12 and under are free. 
There will be raffle tickets for pur-
chase at the event for great prizes 
and the Pub will be for drinks. For 
more information, contact Kathy 
O’Neill at 773-401-0714.

Mcnulty Dancers

Gold in Your Portfilio
By John P. Daly
During a weak global economy 

and uncertain financial markets, 
many investors tout the benefits of 
holding gold. Some claim that gold 
deserves a significant weighting in 
most investors’ portfolios. Gold’s 
often-cited portfolio benefits in-
clude a strong long-term return, a 
hedge against inflation, and safe 
haven during turbulent times. But 
does the evidence build a case for 
holding gold as a separate asset 
class? Let’s look at historical re-
turns for the answers.

Investors who think of gold as 
having strong long-term returns 
base their belief on two strong 
performance periods in the past 
four decades—the most recent 
decade and the 1970s. These pe-
riods account for most of gold’s 
price appreciation. After hitting 
a twenty-year low in 1999, gold 
began a steady climb in the wake 
of the dotcom bust, stock market 
downturn in 2001, and the 9/11 at-
tacks. As the decade wore on, there 
were Wall Street scandals, natural 
disasters around the world, and 
record oil prices. Gold’s strongest 
performance period has come since 
2008—and investors can still recall 
the emotional and financial stress 
that came with the mortgage melt-
down, volatile financial markets, 
and worldwide recession.

From 2000 through 2011, gold 
outperformed major equity asset 
classes around the world. In terms 
of real (inflation adjusted) growth, 
gold turned a dollar investment 
into $4.05, and US small cap stocks 
turned a dollar into $1.58, while the 
S&P 500 Index and MSCI World 
ex US Index lost value. Gold had 
a 12.3% annualized real return, 
versus -1.88% for the S&P 500 In-
dex, -1.4% for the MSCI World ex 
US Index, and 3.9% for the Small 
Cap Index.

A dollar of gold in 1971 ap-
preciated to $8.91 in real terms 
by January 1980, when it peaked 
at $850 per ounce, returning over 
27% a year and far surpassing 
the performance of other asset 
groups. However, much of this 
rapid appreciation occurred under 
special circumstances in which US 
investors could not benefit directly. 
Here’s why: In August 1971, Presi-
dent Nixon took the US off the gold 
standard, and the price was reset 
to $38 an ounce. In 1973, the US 
government decoupled the dol-
lar’s value from gold, and the price 
was allowed to float freely. During 
1974, the price of gold quickly shot 
up to $120 per ounce in the free 
market. Beginning in 1975, the 
government removed ownership 
restrictions and US citizens were 
free to directly own gold for the 

first time since 1933. 
So, US investors could not par-

ticipate in gold’s price appre-
ciation during the first half of the 
1970s, and if you disregard those 
early performance years, gold 
loses much of its glitter. From 1975 
through 1980, a dollar invested in 
gold grew to only $2.37 (versus 
$8.91), reflecting an 18.4% annual-
ized real rate of return—consider-
ably less than the 27% return for 
the entire decade. Compare this 
performance with a 28.9% real 
annualized return for US small 
cap stocks , 6.9% for the S&P 500, 
and 9.4% for non-US stocks ( MSCI 
World ex US Index) for the shorter 
period.

Some investors who are old 
enough to remember the 1970s as-
sociate the higher demand for gold 
with turbulent times. The decade 
was marked by political unrest, 
war, the 1973–74 bear market, two 
worldwide oil shocks (1973 and 
1979), stagflation, Middle East 
conflict, and Cold War tensions. 
In some ways, the 1970s resembled 
the first decade of this century. 
Viewed in isolation, the periods 
suggest that gold offers a reliable 
source of returns during economic 
and market distress. But the de-
tails show that rising demand for 
gold in the US was due not only 
to economic uncertainty, but also 
to changing monetary policy and 
federal legislation regarding indi-
vidual ownership of bullion.

Fortunately, times eventually 
improved—and from a broader 
historical perspective gold has not 
delivered the long-term perfor-
mance that some investors imag-
ine, especially during more stable 
economic periods. From 1971 
through 2011, gold has provided 
lower inflation-adjusted growth 
than other assets and a lower aver-
age return—4.9% per year versus 
5.3% for the S&P 500, 5.0% for 
non-US stocks, and 7.3% for US 
small cap stocks. If one disregards 
the 1971–1974 period when US 
investors could not own it directly, 
gold’s long-term performance 
drops substantially. From 1975 
through 2011, gold produced a real 
annualized return of only 1.82% 
and grew an invested dollar to only 
$1.95. US small cap stocks returned 
10.6%, the S&P 500 returned 7.1% , 

Continued to next page 
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Flùr  in Riverside Featuring Superior 
Quality Gluten Free Products

Flùr is excited to announce the 
official grand opening of our retail 
location in beautiful Riverside 

Illinois! Starting July 8, 2013, we 
will be offering breakfast muffins, 
cookies, brownies, biscotti, and 
authentic French Macarons in a 
variety of delicious flavors. 

At Flùr, we take special pride 
in the fact that ALL of our prod-
ucts are

Gluten Free, but taste so good 
you would never know unless we 
told you!

In addition to these tasty treats, 
we will be serving a high-quality 
coffee from La Capannina, a local 
coffee roaster here in Chicago, as 
well as several varieties of teas 
from Tea Forté, one of the best teas 
on the market.

We invite you to stop by and 

taste our delicious products for 
yourself. We’re sure you’ll love 
them!

Hours: M-F: 6am – 3pm 
Sat: 7am – 1pm Sun: Closed
Flùr LLC is a privately held com-

pany based in Riverside, Illinois, 
focused on developing superior 
quality Gluten Free baked goods 
for retail and wholesale markets. 

www.flurflavorfirst.com
info@flurflavorfirst.com
Call: 708-442-6801

September 2013                                Irish American News                                            “We’ve AlWAyS Been Green!” 35



At Home in Williams Bay:
From the Shoreline to the Stars

During this column’s 7 year existence 
the author has lived a number of places. 
After starting out in Anchorage, Alaska 
with a year’s worth of “Get Your Irish Up...
North!” I’ve move decidedly south back 
to the northern suburbs of Illinois but the 
northwestern pull of the subsequent works 
titled “The Irish Rover” has had me roving 
at first to Arlington Heights then up to 
the border town of Richmond, Illinois in 
McHenry County.

The migration, fueled partly by steadily 
decreasing rents in a stubborn recession, has 
never left me feeling far from Chicagoland, 
and in some ways I’m very much still in it.

mances of summer stock. More recent actors 
include Gary Burghoff, Radar O’Reilly of 
M*A*S*H and another actor with an Irish 
American name--John Mahoney, who is 
frequently sighted in the towns alongside 
Williams Bay as a part-time resident and 
full-time afficianado of the gourmet cheese 
shop in Delavan and the supper club along-
side Como Lake.

Williams Bay itself got on the marquee 
with top billing in the movie Chain Reac-
tion with much of the Keanu Reeves and 

Morgan Freeman action taking place at the 
University of Chicago’s Yerkes Observatory, 
home since the 1890’s to an institution that 
gazes the heavens having attracted Albert 
Einstein in the 20’s, NASA in the 70’s 
and endless weekly tour-goers students, 
and educators today. Another institution 
of learning, Aurora University’s George 
Williams College, is adjacent to the Yerkes 
property and a golf course.

The liberal arts college of roughly 400 
students is itself a tourist destination in the 
spring and summer. It’s Music by the Lake 
concert series in the Pritzker Pavillion (yes 
the Chicago Pritzkers) is a Ravinia Festival 
of its own when the tiny campus with its 
own dock and lakefront swells to near the 
town of Williams Bay’s populations with 
2500 people seeing concerts from classical 
to country’s Lee Greenwood to rock’s The 
Doobie Brothers.

For well over a hundred years Chicago’s 
hoi polloi has flocked to the shores of Ge-
neva Lake. Familiar names like Wrigley, Ar-
mour and Field (as in Marshall) maintained 
beautiful mansions. The Great Chicago Fire 
helped make the Lake Geneva area a year-
round destination.

The practical beauty of Williams Bay is 
that it offers many of the seasonal amenities 
of Lake Geneva (beach, boat tours, summer 
cottages and lakeside motel rooms) but 
without the traffic and congestion.

It’s also a wifi paradise for the summer 
and permanent residents who make the 
Bay home. I’ve channeled my inner Ernest 

Hemingway on my notebook while enjoy-
ing a  cone from the seasonal Dip in The 
Bay ice cream shop, a buffalo wrap from The 
Frosty Moose general store, and sampled 
organic treasures and foreign sodas (along 
with  remarkable sandwiches and deli 
items) from The Green Grocer, a favorite 
year-round spot for writing a column and 
enjoying an Italian soda.

Nature lovers can enjoy not only a walk 
on the open-to-the-public lakeshore path 
(and a closer peek at the mansion es-

tates) but also a breathtaking 
hike through the nearby  
marshes, savannahs and 
woods of the Kishwauketoe 
Nature Preseve just north of 
the bay.

Williams Bay is easily ac-
cessible to just about any-
where via I-43 just 4 miles 
north of the town. Along the 
way you see the former Wil-
liams Bay Air Force Station, a 
Cold War era ghost base that 
still features all the original 
barracks and buildings re-
purposed for storage and the 

tiny Officers Village homes from the 1940s 
now occupied by local residents. The former 
radar site sits on a looming hill that is the 
tallest site in Walworth County.

What if you’re a traditionalist and you’d 
still like to come to Williams Bay by rail, as 
Harrison Ford’s Irish American father may 
have on his way from suburban Chicago? 
Simple, just take take the Metra Harvard 
Line and at the end of the line you’re only 
a 15 minute drive courtesy border area taxi 
and limo services.

I’m blessed with an affordable vintage 
apartment that even has a view of the bay 
if you lean to one side of the window and 
squint. I always try to live near water, a hik-
ing trail and the sound of train whistles. The 
Gage Line’s lake tour boat whistles were the 
best  substitute, I thought, until one 
night I heard the long, familiar diesel blasts 
of the Wisconsin Southern freight line that 
travels just south of Williams Bay and on to 
Hebron, Illinois, through Richmond and on 
down to Fox Lake where the line joins the 
Metra commuter route into Chicago.

The sound sometimes perks the ears of 
my late Dad’s cat Kitty as she sleeps curled 
next to my bedroom window ringed by 
pine trees and her favorite birds under the 
moonlight. MEOW! What’s that?” MEOW 
Kitty at first asked with a snap of her tail and 
a nudge closer to my hip and arm.

“That, my Dear One,” I said to the red-
orange tabby as the Woo-Wooo reached 
the shining lake waves, “that sound means 
we’re home.” Email IrishRoverJim@aol.com

Williams Bay, on 
the western edge 
of the Lake Geneva 
tourist mecca, is a 
town of about 2600 
that has always had 
Illinois and Chi-

cago connections. Those of 
the steel rail variety includ-
ed the Chicago and North-

western’s commuter passenger line where 
Williams Bay WAS the Northwestern in the 
name as a terminus for com-
muters to a summer home 
astride the Geneva Lake of 
tour boats and sailboats or a 
year-round residence over-
looking the iceboats skating 
along beneath the Chesa-
peake Bay-like mansions 
of Cedar Point. The green 
and gold bi-level cars of the 
Northwestern left Williams 
Bay for good in 1965, reced-
ing back to Lake Geneva in 
the mid 70’s, Richmond in 
the early 80’s and now the 
line remains as a shortened 
shadow that begins in McHenry.

The twin harbingers of the rail line’s de-
mise, U.S. 12 with it’s diagonal dash toward 
Chicago, and Wisconsin Highway 50 with 
its swift rush eastward to the Tri-State Toll-
way and U.S. 41, are joined by their younger 
niece Interstate 43, which runs just north of 
Williams Bay with connections north and 
south, east and west along the Cheddar 
Curtain from Rockford to Milwaukee.

Williams Bay can be a quiet town of small 
beginnings for rich futures. It was here in 
the buckle of the Summer theatre belt that 
Harrison Ford began his professional acting 
career about a year or so before the train left 
town. Turning south onto State Highway 67 
off of Wis. 50, you soon pass by the vacant 
Belfry Players Theatre across from the new 
and modern Aurora Walworth hospital. A 
few miles east on 50 the Lazy Cloud Inn 
boasts the Paul Newman Suite where the 
young actor laid his head between perfor-
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IAn’s columnist, Frank Wess’daughters, Margaret and 
Maureen, enjoying their Irish American news in Ireland!

Stone Hearth Theatre at Chief O’Neill’s
Stone Hearth Theatre has announced its 

third season of Irish one act plays in its new 
home at Chief O’Neill’s Pub and Restaurant, 
3471 N. Elston, in Chicago.  The new fall 
season will feature plays based on works of 
James Joyce and Maurice Walsh, as well as 
a play by Irish playwright Geraldine Aron.   

Stone Hearth will present staged read-
ings of three plays in September, October, 
and November, and will continue its “meal 
and a play” offering in its new venue.  Each 
play will be performed twice on one day. 
On each day, the earlier performance will 
be accompanied by an Irish buffet for one 
price, or audience members may purchase 
theatre-only tickets.   The later performance 
will not be accompanied by a meal, but the 
audience members may order from the 
regular menu.  

Started in 2011 by producers Brigid Duffy 
and Frank Mahon, Stone Heart Theatre has 
presented plays by Sean O’Casey, Brian 
Friel, Hugh Leonard, and other great Irish 
playwrights, to sellout audiences at the Irish 
American Heritage Center. The concept of 
a “meal and a play” offering was inspired 
by Bewley’s Café Theatre in Dublin. Duffy 
and Mahon feel that moving the series to 
Chief O’Neill’s will offer their audiences 
an even better the-
atre and dining ex-
perience.  Earlier this 
year, Chief O’Neill’s 
made the list of Top 
Ten Irish Pubs in the 
World.

The third play of 
the season, Maurice 
Walsh’s The Quiet 
Man, has recently 
played to sellout au-
diences in Ireland, 

and will be performed at the Cong Festival, 
Co. Mayo, in October.

Cong is the village where much of the 
Oscar-winning film was shot in 1951. The 
performance will follow the unveiling of 
The Quiet Man Statue.     

Here is the lineup for the new season:
The Boarding House from Dubliners by 

James Joyce
Directed by Dennis Zacek, Artistic Direc-

tor Emeritus, Victory Gardens Theatre
Saturday, September 21st @ 1 pm and 3 

pm (Irish Buffet starts at 11:30 for first show)
A Galway Girl by Geraldine Aron
Directed by Charles Gerace 
Saturday, October 19th @ 1 pm and 3 pm 

(Irish Buffet starts at 11:30 for first show)
Maurice Walsh’s The Quiet Man 
Adapted by Frank Mahon
Directed by Si Osborne
Sunday, November 3rd @ 2 pm and 4 

pm (Chief O’Neill’s Sunday brunch with 
first show) 

First performances: $35 for Irish buffet 
and play or $15 play only

Second performances: $15 – play only 
For tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com
For More Information visit Stone Hearth 

Theatre on Facebook or call 847.644.5683

IASCW SHAMROCKS 
RFC SCHEDULE 
8/24 AWAY v. Northwest Indiana Exiles
8/31 AWAY v. Illiana Misfits
9/7 HOME v. Northwest Woodsmen
9/14 OFF
9/21 AWAY v. Chicago Riot
9/28 HOME v. Fond Du Lac Wolfpack
10/5 OFF (possible fundraiser)

10/12 OFF (possible fundraiser)
10/19 HOME v. Oconomowoc
10/26 AWAY v. Chicago Westside 

Condors
11/2 AWAY v. Fox Valley Maoris
11/9 OFF
WINTER BREAK
3/29/14 HOME v. Rockford Ravens
4/5/13 HOME v. Green Bay Celtics
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What The World Needs Now? Part 2
leadership gene that we seem to 
have forced into hiding. Although 
being a leader is as American as 
apple pie, we attack, demonize and 
degrade people who take leader-
ship positions.   It doesn’t seem to 
matter what level they reach, we 
criticize them.

Let us be clear, some of our 
“leaders” should be “thrown out” 
of office or their area of responsibil-
ity.  These people are not advanc-
ing a positive program.   

How do we address the issue of 
creating more and better leaders?  
Let’s resolve the eternal question: 
few leaders are born with ad-
vanced leadership skills, but rather 
most leaders have learned leader-
ship skills. There is an inadequate 
supply of born leaders, so our 
society has to help develop leaders.  

Due to space limitations, the 
global aspects of this issue will 
be addressed next month.  This 
column will focus on a basic level, 
should you become a leader?  Do 
you want to be a leader?  If so, 
stand up and tell somebody that 
you are willing to take the respon-
sibility and allow yourself to be 
accountable.That’s all it takes to 
get on the road to a leadership role.  

Why would you even think 
about being a leader in your com-
munity?  Perhaps it is because 
you could get some things accom-
plished that need doing.  Certainly 
there are numerous advantages to 
being a leader.  You get a certain 
level of respect from people.  You 
get more praise and support than 
the average person. Most impor-
tantly, you help formulate the 
agenda. As the famous Margaret 
Mead said, “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, commit-
ted people can change the world.  
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever 
has.”  Could you be the person that 
initiates this group?  

Clearly there are disadvantages.  
The responsibilities of leadership 
will take time from your life.  
People commonly turn to their 
leader when a crisis develops.  
And, the leader is commonly held 
to a higher standard regarding 
his personal behavior.  His ac-
tions are more likely to be closely 
scrutinized than the actions of Jane 
or Joe Six-Pack.  The very nature 
of being a leader tends to make 
your life more public.  You are out 
in front of others.  Your flaws are 
more easily observed.  

But if you have a passion to 
do something, why not take the 
responsibility for it?  Go beyond 
simply being the “responsible” 
party and accept specific account-
ability for your actions.  

It is pretty common for individu-
als to doubt their leadership ability.  
Virtually everyone can be a leader.  
You need to give yourself a chance.  
The authors of Leadership Chal-

lenge found that the top five char-
acteristics of admired leaders are:

1. HONESTY
2. FORWARD LOOKING
3. INSPIRING
4. COMPETENT
5. FAIR MINDED.
How would you grade yourself 

on these five traits?  Please note the 
absence of intelligence on this list; 
it ranks # 8.

Give yourself a little five min-
ute test.  What are the five most 
important achievements you have 
had in your life, whether in school, 
at work, in the neighborhood or 
community?  Do you have any 
significant achievements in your 
life to build on?  

Do you believe that you have the 
capacity to be a leader?  Perhaps In 
order to give some frame of refer-
ence to this question, you really 
have to get into it a bit.  You have 
to take the time to learn more about 
yourself.  Clearly, willingness to be 
a leader implies that the person can 
tolerate some risk.  They can accept 
responsibility.   They are willing to 
be held accountable when some-
thing goes wrong.  

As a leader-in-training, there are 
four things that you need to know 
about yourself.  First, you must 
know who you really are.  You 
must understand your essence. Do 
you have a passion for a mission?  
Are you ready to step up?    

Second, you must know your 
competencies.  Examine yourself; 
can you state the three or four ma-
jor strengths you have displayed in 
the past?  Of course, you may find 
that you have strengths that are 
exposed when some circumstances 
demand it.  

Third, you have to look closely 
at the things that compete for your 

time now.   If you are “addicted” 
to some activity, are you willing to 
table it while you are in a leader-
ship role?  

Fourth, what goals or challenges 
speak to you?  Simply wandering 
around, claiming to be a “leader” 
won’t cut it.  You need to focus 
your activities on one or two spe-
cific challenges; otherwise your 
energies will be so fragmented you 
will not be successful in any one of 
your activities.  

So if you agree with my premise, 
leadership in our society is lacking, 
then you may want to decide if you 
are part of the problem or part of 
the solution?  

I am absolutely convinced that 
many of us just need a nudge or 
possibly a cause to bring out our 
leadership qualities.  How about 
coming out of the closet during 
the last three or four months of 
the year?  Don’t waste your time 
focusing on your limitations, but 
rather concentrate your thoughts 
and efforts on your talents.

As mentioned above, we will 
focus on the more global aspects of 
the leadership crisis in my column 
next month.  Your comments or 
suggestions are sincerely welcome.  
Carpe Diem.  

James F. Fitzgerald is the presi-
dent of James F. Fitzgerald & 
Associates, Inc., an Oak Brook, 
Il-based senior executive coach-
ing and outplacement firm.  Web 
site: Jamesffitzgerald.com. Jamesf-
fitz37@hotmail.com.  

# 630-684-2204

In my August column I said 
that our country suffers from a 
terrible lack of leadership at ev-
ery level of our society.  We are 
always hearing that “the system” 
is broke, well who is going to fix 
it?  But simply stating the problem 
doesn’t solve it.  I would hope to 
spark further study into the con-
cept of leadership.  Ideally ethical 
scholars, business people, clergy 
and government officials would 
join the crusade to resurrect the 
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Michigan Irish Music Festival September 13-15
Slide, returns to the stage in 

2013.  “The melodies and musician-
ship are first-rate.  They can sing, 
they can write, they can dance 
across fingerboards and piano 
keys, buttons, and bows, and by 
crikey they can play,” says Irish 
Music Magazine. Slide includes 
concertina virtuoso Aogán Lynch, 
fiddler-guitarist Daire Bracken, 
bouzouki and mandolin player 
Mick Broderick, pianist-flautist 
Éamonn de Barra, and singer/
guitar/banjo/mandolin standout 
Dave Curley. 

Damien Dempsey – Take some 
reggae, fuse it with traditional 
Irish music, add in rock and folk, 
and put it all through a grounded 
working class worldly aware yet 
caring consciousness, and you’re 
some bit of the way there in de-
scribing Damien Dempsey’s music. 
It sounds almost cliché to say it, 
but he is part of a rich bloodline 
of Irish singers from Luke Kelly 
to Ronnie Drew, Christy Moore 
to Andy Irvine. He has had a #1 
album in Ireland and has won 4 
Irish Meteor Awards. 

Scythian – Rousing and raucous, 
Scythian plays kicked-up Celtic 
and world music with hints of 
Gypsy and Klezmer, all infused 
with a touch of punk-rock sensibil-
ity. Take a trio of classically trained 
dueling fiddlers, toss in a rhythm 
guitar, a banjo and the occasional 
funky accordion, then power it 
with the driving rhythm of a world 
percussionist, and you’ve got the 
ingredients for a show you won’t 
soon forget. 

The Irish Descendants – have 
been a mainstay in the Newfound-
land and Canadian music industry 
for over two decades. In a very 
short time, it was clear that they 
were on track to take their music 
on a worldwide journey!

Millish  – Born of a mutual 
love for the Irish music tradition, 
Millish (Gaelic for “honey”) cel-
ebrates over a decade of original 
composition, improvisation and 
focused synergy. Though origi-
nally conceived as a traditional 
outfit, the members of Millish 
permitted their music to evolve out 
of categorization and into a diverse 
landscape of evocative melodies, 
driving rhythms and elegant ar-

rangements.  
Sprag Session – has developed a 

unique style and repertoire of mu-
sic.  Lingering somewhere amidst 
the rich, soulful roots of traditional 
Cape Breton music and the grooves 
of a thousand branches of rock 
and funk, Colin Grant embarks on 
his latest project: a dynamic and 
thoughtful mingling of beats and 
melodies from an extensive host of 
musical influences. 

Blackthorn – Traditional songs 
of emigration, sea shanties, lively 
jigs and reels, and ancient airs com-
bine with some of Ireland’s best 
contemporary songs for a musical 
experience that captures the his-
tory and legend of Ireland and its 
people.   Each member of the band 
plays multiple instruments, includ-
ing wooden flute, accordion, tin 
whistle, five string banjo, cittern, 
bones and more. 

We Banjo 3 – We Banjo 3 is a four 
piece band from Galway, Ireland.  
The members of the group are two 
sets of brothers, Enda and Fergal 
Scahill, and Martin and David 
Howley. As their name suggests, 
three members 
of the We Banjo 
3  play tenor 
banjo.Between 
them, they’ve 
earned multi-
ple All Ireland 
championships. 

Seamus Ken-
nedy –  “ I t ’ s 
i m p o s s i b l e 
not to laugh” 
says Andrew 
Zahrt, Production Manager for 
the Michigan Irish Music Festival. 
“Many have tried and all have 
failed.” Shay Clarke wrote in 
the Irish American News, “The 
hardest working superstar in the 
whole business is the irrepressible 
Seamus Kennedy, who seems to 
have the energy of ten men. The 
craic has never been better and 
it is in the good hands of Seamus 
Kennedy.” 

An Dro - This group is a union 
of four seasoned instrumentalists 
who speak from the heart with 
uncommon synergy. Their mu-
sic is a blend of traditional and 
original melodies from across the 
globe, reaching back to the past, 

with an eye to the present and 
the future. You’ll hear traditional 
Irish melodies, medieval French 
songs, Breton dance tunes, Scan-
dinavian refrains, Appalachian 
influences, Arabic rhythms, and 
African grooves all performed with 
joy and freshness. 

Burning Bridget Cleary – Jack 
Baker of the Irish American News, 
described BBC as “one of the 
most exciting bands I’ve seen in 
the last couple of years!” Called 
the “Allman Brothers of Celtic 
fiddle bands, only prettier” (Mike 
Weekly, Pottstown Mercury), Burn-
ing Bridget Cleary features the 
remarkable musical talents of Rose 
Baldino and Deirdre Lockman, 
who lead the band with high-en-
ergy and tightly woven harmonies 
in both fiddle and vocals. 

Kennedy’s Kitchen -has been 
making Irish music together since 
1998, averaging about 80 shows 
per year playing everything from 
backyard parties and weddings to 
pubs, concert halls, and national 
festivals.  It’s a mix of all things 
Irish from traditional to pub songs, 

from toe-tapping to deeply mov-
ing….and it’s always fun! 

The Michigan Irish Music Festi-
val returns to Heritage Landing in 
downtown Muskegon September 
13th -15th, 

A popular highlight on Saturday 
is the FEIS, an Irish dance competi-
tion. Sunday morning, a Catholic 
mass will be held at 9am followed 
by a traditional Irish breakfast.

Advance tickets and a 3-day 
pass are available online. Patrons 
can save $5 per ticket when they 
buy early versus the gate price. 
Early-In Free promotion on Friday 
only from 5-6 pm sponsored by 
Family Financial Credit Union.

www.michiganirish.org.

We Banjo 3

40                     Irish American News                         “We’ve AlWAyS Been Green!” September 2013



How Green is My valley
My trip back to Ireland this year was made memorable 

by the unseasonably hot weather.  I cannot remember a visit 
home when it didn’t rain, at least once a day.  You never had 
to listen to a weather report since the word ‘changeable’ was 
indelibly engraved into your mind from childhood.  The 
sun would appear, followed by those ominous dark grey 
clouds, and then the rain.  The typical Irish summer, often 
parodied on T-shirts, lived up to the parody without fail.  

Irish people would sign up for holidays to the Spanish 
coast, Canary Islands and other European hot spots.  A tan 
was something you acquired artificially, or abroad, but 
never while lying on an Irish beach. This summer, however, 
was unusual.  One hot day was followed another dry hot 
day, until it became a running joke.  

Of course, the prediction was that for every good day 
there would be an equally horrible day to endure in winter.  
It seemed that the deluged of sunshine was not enough to 
make a sufficient impression on the Irish sense of foreboding.  
The summer wished for was finally here, so there must be 
something worse on the way.    They Mayan prophesy may 
have lead nowhere, but new Celtic declarations of doom 
were being forged in the minds of the sunburned.

I was delighted with the weather.  Tourists, and na-
tives flocked to the great Irish beaches.  Towns and cities 
came alive in the warm glow of that elusive orb in the sky.  

Chemists were selling out on suntan oil and sunburn ap-
plications.  People were sipping their tea, drinking coffee 
outside the shops.  

Suddenly, Derry, as I’m sure other Irish cities, took on the 
appearance of the often visited Mediterranean.  Walkers, 
joggers and cyclists crowded onto the streets.  The pulse 
of the city beat louder with each new sun filled day.  It was 
disorientating, and unfamiliar but not unwelcome.  

When I reached Dublin airport, after three weeks of 
sunshine, I was feeling well and truly satisfied.  The hottest 
July in years!  It was something to celebrate, and yet the 
unclouded skies could not quench the age-old hostilities 
in the north.  No amount of good weather could dissuade 
the Orangemen from protesting against the parades com-
mission.  Taking to the streets, they raised hell because 
they were not allowed to parade through a Catholic area. 
Regardless of the weather, the deep-seated sectarianism of 
Northern Ireland continues to bleed into the news.  

There are some things that never change.  With the ces-
sation of violence, the political strides forward, there still 
remains a bitter minority on both sides who are not willing 
to beat their swords into ploughshares.  The growing tour-
ist trade and the potential to build a declining economy 
have been overshadowed by an entrenched love of tradi-
tion, in which compromise is viewed as betrayal.  

The good weather brought out both the best and worst 
in people.  While some soaked up the rays, and saw their 
town in a new light, others sought to subvert, destroy and 
undermine the will of the majority with the ‘same old, 
same old’ mentality.  

While the past should not be forgotten or ignored, it 
can be re-interpreted so as to foster goodwill.  Tradition 
is important to all of us, but how it is demonstrated can 
either be reconciliatory, or confrontational.  

The Orange Lodges want to keep their tradition alive, 
remember their noble past, but surely it can be celebrated 
with less antagonism.  Republicans might want to remem-
ber the injustices and sacrifices of the past, but they too 
could advocate harnessing the love of a passionate cause 
with the ideals of peacemaking.  

This year, the weather broke its usual pattern, and Moth-
er Nature shone in a way that got everyone’s attention.  Yet 
the annual causes of both Nationalist and Loyalist continue 
to hold communities to ransom, beating out the unchang-

ing sounds of bigotry and sectarianism.  The Peace Process 
is derailed, without fail, during the summer months, when 
we are reminded that for some people, the conflict is not 
over.  It lives in the unchanged minds and hardened hearts 
of those committed to destroying the democratic process.  

Northern Irish people, for the most part, are jaded by this 
continued resurrection of fear mongering.  They want to 
move forward into a constructive, peaceful, political forum 
of power sharing, but each summer this aspiration is sorely 
tested by the cynical actions of the extremes.  The one step 
forward, inevitably gets dragged two steps backwards 
into a past event that awakens fear and misunderstanding.  

It’s at times such as this I wish for rain.  
*Terry, originally from Derry, now resides in Chicago and 

teaches Irish and British literature at loyola University, 
Chicago. terenceboyle@sbcglobal.net

Emerald Society to Honor Fr. 
Brandt 9-27 at Gaelic Park

The Emerald Society of Illinois (Irish American Police 
Association) is honoring Father Dan Brandt, (former 
Pastor- Nativity of Our Lord -Bridgeport) Chicago 
Police Department Chaplain and Emerald Society of 
Illinois Chaplain as our 2013 Irishman of the Year.  We 
will also be honoring numerous Police Officers of Irish 
descent for displaying 
extraordinary acts of 
bravery when faced 
with danger and to Mi-
chael J. Shields, Presi-
dent-Fraternal Order of 
Police , Chicago Lodge 
#7, for his dedication to 
his Irish heritage and  
the Emerald Society 
of Illinois. The Annual 
Awards Night and Din-
ner Dance will be held  
on Friday, Sept. 27th, at Gaelic Park, 6119 W. 147th St., 
Oak Forest, IL., at 7pm. To purchase tickets to the Dinner 
& Awards and/or to place an Ad to acknowledge Father 
Brandt’s, our Irish Police Officers, and Mike Shields, 

 contact: Debbie O’Connor-Dimaggio, President
Emerald Society of Illinois
celticknot1@comcast.net

Father Dan Brandt Photo 
by Zbigniew Bzdak
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Coogan’s Bluff
You may have heard that last November 

the US embassy in Dublin refused permis-
sion for distinguished Irish author and 
historian Tim Pat Coogan to fly to America 
and begin a tour promoting his new book, 
“The Famine Plot”. As is standard proce-
dure in such British-inspired incidents, the 
extraordinary story was reported in some 
Irish publications, including an article 
in this paper’s January issue by Sabina 
Clarke, but roundly ignored by American 
corporate-sponsored media. 

Coogan, an Irish  broadcaster and col-
umnist, is also editor of The Irish Press 
newspaper and is considered a foremost 
authority on Irish history. So, why this 
well-known man of letters who regularly 
travels to the US was denied entrance to 
this country last year as though he were 
Carlos the Jackal would be mystifying 
were British ‘interests’ not involved.

Reading a release from the book launch, 
you shouldn’t need an IQ of 180 to fig-
ure out why it set off a red alert in what 
Churchill called “the special relation-
ship”: “In this grand, sweeping narrative, 
Ireland’s best-known historian, Tim Pat 
Coogan, gives a fresh and comprehensive 
account of one of the darkest chapters in 
world history, arguing that Britain was in 
large part responsible for the extent of the 
national tragedy, and in fact engineered the 
food shortage in one of the earliest cases of 
ethnic cleansing.”

Calls were surely made; the word 
went out; and an iron curtain came 

down: no travel 
for Coogan; no 
news to vary the 
steady media 
diet served up 
to Irish Ameri-
c a n  m u s h -
rooms. It’s not 
a new story.

The annual exchange of greetings at the 
White House on St. Patrick Day has always 
been used as a political cattle prod (lower 
case). Some years Sinn Fein, even when 
already in government, were disinvited 
to this event, mainly aimed at Irish Ameri-
cans,  while whichever president occupied 
the Oval Office fawned over the likes of 
arch bigot Ian Paisley (now dubbed Lord 
Bannside by QEII). In 1995 Bill Clinton 
invited Gerry Adams only after he  agreed 
to discuss decommissioning of weapons. 
Then in ‘96 Clinton disinvited Sinn Fein 
altogether. He was applying “english” to 
the game.

In Coogan’s case, the axe was wielded 
by Ambassador to Ireland Dan Rooney, 
President of the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
Vice-Chairman and co-founder (with HJ 
Heinz’s Tony O’Reilly) of The American 
Ireland Fund. Prior to getting the ambassa-
dorship, Rooney was a surprise supporter 
of Obama for President.

Coogan, who as yet has been given no 
reason for the travel denial, finally got his 
visa on his third try after contacting Hill-
ary Clinton, Senator Chuck Schumer, and 
Congressman Peter King. He received a 
call from an unnamed embassy official 
giving him the green light on November 
26, one day after his by then cancelled book 
tour was to have started.

Ambassador Rooney, replying to the up-
roar caused by the visa denial, appeared to 
say it was out of his hands: “Let me say that 
each applicant’s eligibility for a visa is eval-
uated individually and objectively under 

U.S. law.  No Embassy officer, including 
the Ambassador, has the legal discretion 
to disregard a finding of ineligibility...” In 
reply Coogan said: “As I suspect I am the 
only prominent Irish writer to have been 
barred from the U.S. in the recent past I feel 
I must reply to the Ambassador Rooney 
statement. “I have only the friendliest 
feelings towards Ambassador Rooney 
personally but have found dealing with 
the U.S. Embassy Kafkaesque.”

On December 14, 2012, 24 days after 
denying Coogan his visa, and 18 days 
after it was finally granted, Rooney, 81, 
resigned as US Ambassador to Ireland. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported the 
resignation “has been expected for some 
time”. Rooney returned to Pittsburgh and 
the Steelers.

[Note: Besides being the title of a 1968 
Clint Eastwood feature, Coogan’s Bluff is 
a promontory in upper Manhattan over-
looking the Polo Grounds, former home 
to another renowned sports club.]

I know Kafkaesque.  It’s the feeling I 
had in 2006 when I visited Ireland and 
stopped into not one, but several book-
stores in Dublin attempting to find a book 
by another prominent Irish writer- Mary 
Macaleese, President of the Republic. 
The book was available nowhere in the 
US. The feeling came over me that I had 
morphed into Kafka’s character Josef K, or 
had stepped into Rod Serling’s ‘Twilight 
Zone’, when I discovered not only did 
no Dublin bookseller carry the book; not 
had one clerk or manager in any store, 
including Shannon’s huge duty-free 
bookstore even heard of “The Road From 
Ardoyne”... nor was it even listed in their 
computer inventories. Winston Smith of 
Orwell’s 1984 must be alive and well in the 

English-speaking world, very busy tossing 
inconvenient truths, no matter the author, 
down the memory hole. 

I wrote a column here in 2006 titled “ 
NAUGHTY MARY, WHIST YER GOB.” 
describing the whole experience, including 
a call to the Irish consulate- whose staff had 
never heard of this work by their own Presi-
dent. Put through to the vice-consul and 
consul I was told yes, they had heard of the 
book. It was suggested I try Amazon. I ex-
plained I had done that and mentioned my 
experience at Shannon. “Oh, that’s a small 
bookstore”. The consuls suggested I try 
the big Irish bookseller, Easons (that’s the 
first one I tried in Dublin).  I said the hard 
cover was released in 2004. “Oh, 2004- You 
know they only come out for awhile and 
then they’re gone”. I pointed out that 2004 
was only 2 years ago and the paperback 
was released just a year ago... besides, the 
book didn’t sell out, it had never gone on 
the shelves in the first place. I could tell the 
receiver on the other end had morphed into 
a hot pratie. “Go to Amazon. Try Amazon”. 
“Sure thing. Thank You”.

I obtained a used copy of the book from 
Britain. The only bookstores selling the 
president’s biography were located at the 
British and Scottish Parliaments. 

So, why the iron curtain treatment? 
Mary’s book turned out to be standard 
biography, But I suppose what got  Brit-
ish, Irish and American officials’ panties 
in a bunch was the truth she told of her 
family’s experience being burned out their 
Belfast home by a Protestant mob aided 
by Royal police; and her account of her 
time with government-owned RTE as a 
reporter and researcher during the hunger 
strikes, a period she describes as “the most 
difficult, the darkest, the worst time of my 
life”. McAleese has compared working for 
RTE Current Affairs back then to working 
for the East German secret police. Some 
former staffers maintain that up to 15 
members of the Official IRA or Workers 
Party were ensconced in key positions 
at RTE. They were anti-Republican, anti-
Nationalist, and courted the Unionist point 
of view in their programming. McAleese 
(in her diary): “RTE journalists…never did 
their research, never did their homework. 
They would come to Belfast and head 
straight for the bar of the Europa Hotel. 
They used to get their information, or a 
version of the information, from the RUC 
Press Office.” “H-Block coverage is biased 
at worst, misguided at best.”

© Mike Morley 2013
Check our website: IRISHTV.US 
(Also Irish Eye on Facebook)
Watch Irish Journal On Cable TV
 E-mail: IRISHTV@att.net for info.

Tim Pat Coogan will be headlining at 
iBAM! Chicago 2013 October 12-13
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A Few Personal 
Remarks on 
Cyber Bullying

Last night (Tuesday 13th August 
as I write), in a television interview, 
Lorraine Gallagher spoke mov-
ingly of the awful deaths of her 
two daughters.  Mrs. Gallagher of 
Ballybofey, Co. Donegal was the 
mother of thirteen-year-old Erin, 
who took her own life last October 
after bullying both at school and on 
the controversial social network-
ing site Ask.fm.  Horrifyingly, her 
fifteen-year-old sister Shannon 
also committed suicide only six 
weeks later.

I can’t even begin to compre-
hend what this family have gone 
through.  

Last night Mrs. Gallagher spoke 
for the first time about Erin’s sui-
cide note.  She said:

“[In the note...] She apologised.  
She said I’m sorry I have to do 
this but I’m fed up of the bullying 
on Ask.fm and she mentioned a 
name.”

Ask.fm has been mentioned in 
regard to other teen suicides-- the 
latest being Hannah Smith (14) of 
Leicestershire, England--- and Mrs. 
Gallagher continued:

“Thousands and thousands of 
children are getting bullied every 
day on that site.  I want Ask.fm 
shut down because I don’t want to 
turn on the TV again and see an-
other kid has killed herself because 
they have been bullied on Ask.fm”.

Of Erin’s sister Shannon she 
said:  “Shannon was the oldest; she 
never lived a day of her life with-
out Erin.  Everybody thought that 
because Shannon was tomboyish 
and outspoken that Erin needed 
Shannon.  That was wrong. It was 

Shannon who needed Erin.”
After talking painfully about 

that dreadful Christmas she said:  
“I want to get justice for Shannon 
and Erin.

“Even if they can’t shut down 
Ask.fm they can bring in a wall 
for the people who are bullying so 
maybe then there wouldn’t be as 
much bullying on Ask.fm”.

Now that would break anyone’s 
heart.  But I must confess that in 
truth I possibly wouldn’t normally 
have paid a great deal of attention 
to it.  As a human being of course 
I responded; but as someone with 
no children in my life there’s obvi-
ously a little distance in feeling.  Or 
rather there normally would be; 
but in the past month I’ve had an 
unusual—and quite uncomfort-
able—insight into these poor kids.

Now, in my mid-fifties and 
hardly what could be described 
as a shrinking violet I doubt that 
it would be possible to bully me.  
That’s not a boast; it’s just that 
I’m pretty thick-skinned.  Over 
the years, of course, I’ve had my 
fair share of angry emails and on 
a couple of occasions even public 
confrontations; but that’s in the 

nature of the beast:  you can hardly 
write the kind of things that I often 
do, stick your email address at the 
bottom and expect everybody to 
think that your opinions are right 
all the time.  Quite apart from 
anything else I enjoy hearing from 
people with a contrary view.  Hell, 
the way that I look at it is that we 
should be learning all the time.  In 
fact I think that if you still hold 
rigid views that you had when you 
were twenty some decades later 
then you’re probably not paying 
attention to what the world is tell-
ing you.  It’s like that old saying:  
“If you’re not a Communist by the 
time that you’re twenty, you don’t 
have a heart.  If you’re STILL one 
by the time that you’re thirty you 
don’t have a brain.”

Here’s one example from my 
own life:  even only a few years 
ago, I would have described myself 
as an atheist.  However, after a few 
out-of- the-ordinary experiences, I 
don’t think that I would be quite 
that dogmatic any more.  In fact, 
truth to tell, I’m a little appalled 
at my earlier arrogance.  I know 
that I’m never going to be a God-
botherer, that’s for sure; but as to 
whether or not something of us 
continues after we fall off the twig, 
well I just don’t know. 

So yes, I’ve always enjoyed the 
correspondence that I’ve received, 
even when some mails seemed to 
have been written by someone who 
was frothing at the mouth and pos-
sibly in danger of a fatal seizure at 
any moment.  But importantly, I’ve 
often learned from it.

Last month, however, one per-
son decided to take abuse to a 
whole different level altogether.  
Nor does he live a thousand miles 
away; instead he lives only walk-
ing-distance from my apartment.  
I had in fact spoken to this guy on 
a couple of occasions and when he 
sent on mails I always responded-
--as indeed I do to anyone who 
takes the trouble and time to write.  
To be honest, I thought that his 
comments were daft.  Harmless, 
but daft.  Then, following one 
particular article (not for the IAN) 
his mails went completely ape.  I’m 
obviously all for free speech but 
these went from simply abusing 
me to abusing someone who was 
dead and unable to defend himself.

Angry and not a little disturbed, 

I decided to make my final answer 
and put a big line under this. I con-
tacted him and politely informed 
him that there was no point in 
continuing his keyboard rants and 
that even if he passed me in the 
street he was to keep going.  For 
a while that made things worse.  
The emails arrived two, three and 
four times a day— which speaks 
for itself on the obsessive mentality 
of these guys.  And this stuff was 
so vile that I can’t even give you an 
example here.  Hell, I’d be pressed 
to get it passed for an HBO show.

It got so bad that I was advised 
to contact the police but to be 
honest that will be a last resort—
although I can’t really rule it out.  
I just feel they have enough to 
bother them without this nonsense 
from a grown man.  Still, every-
thing is kept in a folder now along 
with my own early replies.

I since found out that he has 
a history of this and in fact the 
previous unfortunate recipient of 
his attentions (not a journalist) did 
report him.  He’s now been quiet 
for a week but something tells me 
that I haven’t heard the last of this.

I hadn’t intended to write about 
it.  But the interview with Mrs. 
Gallagher changed my mind.  For 
the first time I got a glimpse—and 
it is only the very quickest of 
glimpses—of how any young per-
son going through this must feel.  
If it can make someone like me 
start to open his mail with a heavy 
feeling in the stomach I can only 
imagine what it’s like for a kid.

I have no idea what the answer 
is.  Ironically I seldom use social 
networking at all and only give 
out my address because I normally 
like feedback, for good or bad.  So it 
might be easy to say well, why the 
hell are these kids using it if they’re 
going to be upset?  But 54 doesn’t 
think like 14.  They absolutely love 
their networking and that’s not 
going to stop any time soon.  Ask.
fm does seem to be rather cavalier 
in its stand, though.  There has to 
come a time when human decency 
takes precedence over just making 
money.

Wait for it... you can email me 
at chasbrady7@eircom.net or visit 
my blog at www.charleybrady.com  
And if anyone’s thinking of fixat-
ing, please Lord let it be the divine 
Jessica Lange!
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Call Mary 847-825-7615
229 N Northwest Hwy, Park Ridge

HISTORY’S PENDULUM swings 
between justice and tyranny; cooperation 
and predation. Protestantism’s exaltation 
of the individual resulted in predatory 
conversion of England’s communal  mon-
asteries into exclusively personal prop-
erty. Once war-lords seized England’s 
monasteries they also grabbed exclusive 
control of their output, creating destitu-
tion. Though Catholic England enslaved 
Ireland, it was Protestant England, under 
Bess I, Cromwell, and Victoria, that per-
petrated Ireland’s three worst genocides. 
Victoria’s, of 1845-1850., roused world 
opinion to support the Irish, thus send-
ing the pendulum back towards justice. 
Earlier, food produced by the starving 
Irish nourished slaves on plantations 
throughout empire according to William 
Cobbett, British M.P. in 1834. Prime Min-
ister Cameron’s family became 1%-ers 
from the $millions reimbursed for their 
Jamaica slaves.

IRELAND’S LAND WAR, though 
outlawed in 1881, defeated landlordism. 
Britain repatriated them, most in 1900-
1920. Solidarity and the shunning of land-
lord’s agent Captain Boycott in County 
Mayo spread and were later adopted here. 
Though some Irish Holocaust survivors 
participated in, e.g., the US 7th Cavalry’s 
genocide of Native Americans, Irish Land 
War tactics became the standard for work-
place justice in US mines, railroads, fac-
tories, and construction.  “Goons,” what 
Irish-speakers called Britain’s dragoons 
who robbed them of their crops, became 
part of U.S. labor vocabulary as the label 
for the 1%’s hit-men.

EUROPE’S 1% were ruling through 
monarchs already being deposed by the 
people during Britain’s genocide of Ire-
land. The swing towards justice continued 
and gathered momentum. Americans 
were becoming ashamed of slavery and 
its genocide of Original Americans. Irish-
Americans fought for a fairer portion of 
their own output. In Pennsylvania, Irish 
anthracite miners, the “Molly McGuires,” 
were hanged. Others were clubbed, shot 
and machine-gunned by company goons 
and the police (who usually constituted 
the “muscle” used against the workers). 
In Chicago, mostly-immigrant labor or-
ganizers were temporarily defeated by 
policemen led by Chief Francis O’Neill.    

HOW FAR toward justice did the 

pendulum swing? 
FDR demolished 
much of Britain’s 
empire through 
his “battleships 
for bases.” On Jan. 
12, 1944, FDR sent 

a letter by General Patrick Hurley to 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull to be for-
warded to Winston Churchill. FDR wrote 
in his cover letter: It (Hurley’s magnifi-
cent letter) is in general along the lines of 
my talk with him. Iran is definitely a very, 
very backward nation. It consists really of 
a series of tribes and 99% of the popula-
tion is, in effect, in bondage to the other 
1%. The 99% do not own their own land 
and cannot keep their own production or 
convert it into money or property.” Thus 
Iran, like all British colonies, was a mas-
sive crime scene, which FDR was about 
to correct. That era might have been our 
best in terms of foreign policy. It ended 
in 1953 with the Kermit Roosevelt/CIA 
coup that recolonized Iran.                                                                                                                                     

THE MARSHALL PLAN speaks for 
itself (though American generosity wasn’t 
total; “DP” [Displaced Person] was a 
common slur). American workplace 
justice peaked in the 1950s.  Truman had 
enforced a 100% income tax rate against 
war profiteers. American workers were 
then paid approximately one-twelfth that 
of CEOs. Part of American pride derived 
from the narrowness of the pay disparity. 
We sneered at other nations’ corruption; 
their wide pay disparity. America was 
special; a beacon. Ike’s administration 
set income tax rates for individuals and 
corporations; one topped at 91% the 
other, 92%. Business boomed. Jobs were 
everywhere at union wages. As a union 
carpenter I entered business; building 
mostly single-family houses; with union 
subcontractors.                                           

THE PENDULUM RETURNS towards 
predation. The criminal 1%, international 
but concentrated in US/UK/Israel, have 
usurped our government and its policies. 
While real wages and top tax rates were 
slashed, unemployment soared. Workers 
don’t receive enough of the value of their 
own production to sustain the economy. 
Meanwhile, the educated children of 
union members found work abetting 
the criminal 1%’s grab for more, thus 
widening the pay disparity to its current 
history chasm. They become “useful 
fools” by parroting their boss’ blaming 
their own predations on unions. Careers 
in predation are booming while produc-
ers struggle. See where the jobs are; in 
widening the wealth chasm by lawyer-
ing and  accounting for the criminal 1%, 

in policing, prison- and security-guards, 
the spook agencies, weapons design, the 
military, and in predatory finance/insur-
ance which loots retirement funds and 
skims $billions from what America sets 
aside for medical care.                                                                          

THE U.S. REPUBLIC, founded in op-
position to Britain, carries anti-empire in 
its DNA. Yet, the criminal 1% who have 
bribed our gov’t away from us, have 
established their own squalid empire, 
British-like, to our shame, our detriment 
and at our expense in blood and treasure.                                                                                                       

BACK TO JUSTICE? American un-
employment, the historic pay and wealth 
disparity, the destitution, the judicial cor-
ruption, the millions imprisoned, equal 
or exceed the 1929 Crash era. Americans 
have become bellicose and torture-
friendly. These extreme, unsustainable 
conditions suggest their own demise. 
Better times are ahead whenever the 99% 
decide to reassert control.                                                                                                                                        

MT. OLIvET On Sunday, September 22 
or 29, interested persons will gather (2900 
w. 111th St) at cemetery Block 15, at the 
Irish Nationalist Monument, to discuss 
and examine fifteen grave markers. They 
were recently installed by Friends of Irish 
Freedom, Clan na Gael Guards, and the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood over graves 
of men dedicated to Irish freedom. Con-
tact Shay (773/835-0675), Regan (708/253-
7824), or me. Contact fogartyc@att.net or 
312/664-7651
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