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From the
Motherland

Sean Farrell

NOT A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS - YET

Where can you find a table which
ranks the USA third behind Brazil
and India? Where is the largest com-
munity of Lithuanians outside Lithu-
ania? In what country did 310,000
Poles register in the five years to May
this year, twenty five times the num-
ber of the previous five years?

The April 2006 census in Ireland
(the republic) was for many, an
eye-opener. Not only did it show
the population of four and a quarter
million at its highest point for well
overacentury, butit revealed thata
quarter million had not been bornin
Ireland, Britain or the USA. While the
British remained the largest group of
non-citizens (the same s still true of
the Irish in Britain), there were now
63,000 Poles, 24,000 Lithuanians and
16,000 Nigerians.

Everyone had been aware that
immigrants had been arriving since
around the turn of the Millennium,
particularly after May 2004, when
Polandandothercountriesjoinedthe
European Union, but, untilthe census,
theextenthad notbeengrasped.The
census also revealed that there were
far more Africans (40,500) in Ireland
than Irish Travellers (22,360) and
that the number of Muslims in the
republic (32,500) equalled the num-
ber of Presbyterians and Methodists
combined!

And now? Getting an accurate
handle on the numbers three years
on is difficult. A census is a snap
shotatamomentintime.In between
there are annual census estimates,
but these are just estimates. That for
April 2008 showed a further increase
in populationto4,422,000,indicating
continued highlevels ofimmigration.
. Afurther census estimate is due to
be published later this year and is
awaited withinterest. Itisexpectedto
show immigration slowing down, as
the economy declines and may also
indicate that many of the recent arriv-
alshaveleftagain. But large numbers
havestayedandputdownroots,while
newcomers continue to arrive in
considerable numbers. Asea-change
is taking place in the ethnic make up
of theisland’s population, on a scale
not seen for at least 400 years.

Estimates of immigration levels
and the pace of arrivals are derived
from a number of sources. Most
important are the statistics for Per-
sonal Public Service (PPS) numbers

issued, together with the records for
work permitsissued and the statistics
on the numbers claiming political
asylum. While there is overlapping
and duplication and no way of count-
ing those leaving the system, these
figures between them provide a
reasonably accurate picture of devel-
opments on the immigration front.
They show Ireland evolving from
a virtually homogenous society in
1990 to one today with a percentage
of non-nationals among the highest
in Europe.

Everyone, Irish and otherwise,
requires a PPS number if wishing to
deal with Irish government depart-
ments and public service providers..
Itisuniquetoeachindividualand can
beconsideredastheroughequivalent
of a social security number. Children
born in Ireland are now allocated
one; new arrivals must apply, and, it
would appear, most do, soon after ar-
riving. Work permits are not required
for citizens from other EU countries
apartfromRomaniaand Bulgaria, but
are required for non-citizens com-
ing from third countries, including
the USA. Finally, Ireland, like other
European countries has received its
share of asylum applicants since the
mid-nineties, mainly from desper-
ately poor third world countries in
Africa and elsewhere.

The mainreason for the influx was,
of course, the Celtic Tiger and the
employmentand prosperityitcreated.
Economicmigrantsin earnest began
to arrive from 1999 onwards, lured
by a country with fullemploymentin
the throes of a boom.The number of
work permits issued to third country
nationals rose from 6000 in 1999 to
36,000in 2001 and to 47,000in 2003.
After May 2004, with work permits
no longer required from the new EU
citizens,the numbersissued beganto
decline.Yetevenin 2007 23,604 were
issued, testimony to the continuing
strength of thelrisheconomy.In 2008,
as the economy imploded, 13,567
were issued.

May 12004, EU Enlargement day,
was the watershed. . Most existing
EU countries imposed temporary
restrictions (for up to seven years)
on the entry of workers from the ten
new member states. Ireland did not.
Perhaps the government, flush with
economicsuccessandawareoflabour
shortages,appliedtheargument that

any restrictions had a sell-by date
and were not worth the candle. The
governmenthowevercanhardlyhave
anticipated the extent of the influx
which followed.

In the five years to this May more
than 450,000 PPS numbers were
issued to citizens of six Central Eu-
ropeancountriesalone, morethanthe
number issued to Irish citizens. Most
notably 310,000 were issued to Poles,
together with 64,000 to Lithuanians,
38,000 to Slovaks and 32,000 to Lat-
vians. While many of the early arriv-
alsareassumedtohaveleftagain,and
anecdotal evidence pointsto many of
thePoleswhoworkedin construction
moving on, others continue to arrive.
Despitethe economicsituation, Poles
arecontinuing toarrive at400a week,
the others at 250 a week.

The picture is far from complete
with the 2004 Ten. There has been
continued substantial inflows from
Britain and indeed from other“older”
EU states. In addition, 22,000 Roma-
nians have registered since Romania
joined the EU in 2007 adding to the
13,000whohadregistered since 2000!
8000 US citizens have registered
since 2007, considerably lessthanthe
nearly 12,000 Brazilians (arriving at
300 a month) or the10,000 Indians,
but more than the Australians (4200),
the Nigerians (3500), the Canadians
(2400) and the South Africans (2500).
Almost 6000 have registered fromthe

Law Offices of

island of Mauritius since 2005! Nor
do these figures take into account
those in the shadows, for Ireland
hasits own share of undocumented,
whose numbers can only be guessed
at.

Migrants of a different sort were
asylum seekers, who arrived in con-
siderable numbers after 1996, when
1179 applications were made. The
annual number rose steadily before
peaking at 11,634 in 2002. Most
of the early applicants came from
Nigeria, Romania and Moldova in
that order. Asylum applications are
now currently averaging roughly
4000 annually. While Nigeria still
leads the way, significant numbers of
claimants are now coming fromIraq,
China Sudanand Pakistan. Many with
children born in Ireland have been
permitted to stay, and a factor in the
decline in numbers applying, apart

from a European-wide tightening up
of controls on access, could be that
children born to asylum seekers after
2004 do not qualify for automatic
Irish citizenship.

Demographically and ethnically
then, Ireland is changing. In 2006
there were over 52,000 non-Irish
children under the age of 14, 6% of
thetotal age group, with up to 30,000
of these non English speaking. Other
countries have had to face the issues
raised, and the problems posed, of as-
similation, of integration, or of simply
coping with new arrivals. Now it is
Ireland’s turn. It was complained of
mediaeval arrivals from England that
in time they became“more Irish than
the Irish themselves”. Could this hap-
penagain? The numbers then were
minute. Could History be repeated
with the current sizeable and diverse
inflow?
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Pat Hennessy

Thrilling Games
at Gaelic Park

The famous clash of the ash
(Hurley’s) and the thud of the big
ball (football) can be heard all over
the southwest side this month, as
the semifinals are being decided by
teamsofmenandwomencompeting
to see who will represent Chicago
at the North American playoffs at
Boston over Labor Day weekend. It
hasbeenanexcitingsummer,andthe
gamesduring the month will decide
the Chicago champions.

During the season, hurling teams
from Chicago, Boston and San
Francisco have had to fold for lack
of “New Seed” players from Ireland
because of the restrictive laws. And
with the recession and its many
problems taking up the time of
lawmakers, little or nothing can be
expectedfrom Congressatleastuntil
nextyear.But with the help of young
Irish students during their vacation,
the standard of play is almostas high
as in other times.

Chicago winners, which will
be determined this month, should
produce some thrilling play in both
codes-men and women. Now is
time to see Ireland’s national games
played with all the skill, stamina and
speed that it displays. As we have
often written, hurling is“the fastest
ground gamein the world,"and that,
combined with skill, makes it the
most thrilling game in the world.

Gaelic football, the forerunner
of Australian Rules football, is an-
other skillful game to watch. It too
demands skilland stamina,and both
menandwomenareallwell prepared
to kick that big ball with accuracy
with both feet, from all angles. St.
Bridget's have been worthy champi-
onsoverthe pastfewyears,and have
nearlyalways broughtanationaltitle
to Chicago.

So come out and watch some

ki

wonderful hurling and football, de-
spite the lack of many young players
fromIreland whowould nodoubtbe
here andin New York, San Francisco
and Boston, but for the restrictive
U.S. immigration laws. Families are
well gathered at Gaelic Park, with
swingsand playgroundfortheyoung
ones, while Mom and Dad have a

%Y

“cold one” and watch the thrilling

action on the field. Call Melody
or any of her charming colleens at
the front office, 1-708-687-9323
for more information, and the time
and schedule for the games, usually
from 2pm until 6pm. See you at the
games.

Unionists Groups Start
to Disarm in Ulster

Atlonglast, Unionist groups have
started to disarm and pledge, “that
their decades of killing Catholic
civilians were over for good.” The
IRA laid down their arms a couple
of years ago. Britain's Secretary of
State for Ulster said it was “a historic
day."But this was only achieved by
threatening to take away theirarms,
according to a story in a recent Chi-
cago Tribune issue. One has to ask,

“what took them so long?”and what

amount of harm have they done in
that time.

Itis estimated that the two under-
ground militias killed nearly a thou-
sand people in a self-declared war
against the IRA. They even killed
Catholics who had strayed into their
Protestantareas,sometimestorturing
them first to elicit “confessions” of
IRA membership.

Hopefully now Justice will be
served, and those found guilty will
pay the price. Where was Maggie
Thatcher then, saying” A crimeis a
crime, is a crime,” whilst letting ten
young innocent Irishmen die from
starvation because they refused to
wear the prison garb, as they were

With the announcement date,
October 3rd, drawing closer and
closer to name the host city for the
2016 Olympic Games, Chicago, one
of the favourites, is anxiously wait-
ing with bated breath. Chicago City
Council is still debating the liability
for citizens if it should fall short in
finance results. But Pat Ryan, Mayor
Richard J. Daley’s point man, assures
Chicagoans and the City Council
that additional insurance has been
obtainedandthatthereisnoneedfor
concern. Hopefully, the City Council
will OK the assurance and that the
city will be the lucky one.

Chicagoisstillafavourite, but the
other three in the running (Madrid,
Japan, and Rio de Janerio,) are all
working hard to become host, so
its still anyone’s race. Mayor Daley
says, "As a winner, we would pro-
vide a wonderful chance to share
the diversity of our nation with a
global audience. As a candidate city
we are now one step closer to our
goal and look forward to launching
a successful bid""

Mayor Daley has already passed
on the request to include hurling
as an Olympic ground game to his
Olympic Committee for consid-
eration, and a letter asking for the
consent of the Central Council, the
ruling body of the world-wide GAA,
has been received by Mr. Pat Duffy,
General Secretary of the GAA,
Croke Park, Dublin. Hopefully both
requests will be considered and ap-
proved forthe welfare of the game of
hurling“the fastest and most skillful
ground gameintheworld."Approval
would also provide tremendous
incentive for the many young Irish
Americans learning the skills of the
old caman game.

Sports Coverage from
Ireland in Doubt

Setanta founders, Len Ryan and
Michael O'Rourke, have expressed
doubt that their GAAT.V. coverage
of the games from Ireland will con-
tinue this year because of financial
troubles. GAA’s commercial man-
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ager Dermot Power said, “ We are
still in the dark until we know what
thenew Setantamodelisgoingtobe.
We do want to get the games to our
people all over the world. Pubs and
clubs are all the major distribution
channels for us overseas.”

Setanta could not come up with
the $10 million needed to continue
the contract. It was marginally prof-
itable last year. It was founded by
Len Ryan and Michael O'Rourke in
1992. Its 200 jobs in the Irish based
operation are safe for now. It also
broadcasts Magners League Rugby,
Motor racing, and the PGA Tour.

“Sentanta have been long time
partners of ours,” Power added, “
We'dbe very supportive ofthemand
have been in communication with
them throughout these difficulties.
Allthey are saying is that they don't
know until the picture clears. Our
channels and other services in the
US continue to broadcast.

Hopefully everything will be
worked out by All-Ireland time in
September. These games, hurling
and football, are very popular at
Chicago Gaelic Park and the other
locations in Chicago. Our predic-
tions for the finals this year are, the
best of three in each code: Hurling,
Kilkenny, Galway and Tipperary;
Football, Kerry, Tyrone or Cork. Our
guess is Kilkenny in hurling, Kerry
in football.
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US Immigration Officials Take Up Residence in West of Ireland

Up to 30 US Immigration offi-
cials and their families are relocat-
ing to Clare and Limerick for the
scheduledopeningofpre-clearance
facilities for commercial airline
passengers flying to the US from
Shannon Airport.

The new facilities at Shannon
Airport were scheduled to be ready
by late July, with similar pre-clear-
ance facilities due to be in place at
Dublin airport by November 2010.
Currently, only US immigration
clearance facilities are available at
the two airports.

Mayor of Clare Tony Mulcahy
received confirmation of the move
during an hour-long meeting with
the Deputy US Ambassador to Ire-

Concertina Lessons

Murphy Roche School of Irish
music has announced private con-
certina lessons with local player,
David Boveri. On Saturdays this
summer, both beginning and ad-
vancedstudentshavetheopportunity
to improve at an accelerated pace,
to establish a solid foundation in
concertinafingering and technique.
David teachesa unique, time-tested
scale which originates from county
Clare. Lessons will take place on Sat-
urdays at 11309 W. 72nd St. in Burr
Ridge, convenientlylocated nearthe
intersection of 1-294 and I-55. To
sign up, please call 630.212.7679 or
email scoil@murphyroche.com.
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land, Mr. Robert J. Faucher.

“We both agreed that the new
facilities, once operational, will
provide a significant boost for tour-
ismandtradebetweentheUSAand
Ireland. The Deputy Ambassador
informed me that Ireland is the
tenth highestinvestment location
for US companies. This is especial-

ly encouraging in the current eco-
nomic climate and | have no doubt
that the new facilities at Shannon
will further enhance commercial
links between both countries,’com-
mented the Mayor.

Mayor Mulcahy said the new
pre-clearance facilities would
present numerous opportunities

to develop transatlantic services
at Shannon.

“Shannon will find itself in a
uniquepositionwherebyUS-bound
passengers will be able to clear
customs in Shannon before flying
into any airport in the US without
having to unload their luggage,
clear customs and have their bag-
gage rechecked. Furthermore, the
news thatthe pre-clearance service

at Shannon will be available to
passengers on private planes by
October will further enhance Shan-
non Airport’sabilitytocompeteand
expandintheincreasingly competi-
tive aviation sector. The US Deputy
Ambassador expressed his hopeto
me that this will lay the foundation
forthe opening up of pre-clearance
facilities for cargo operators’, con-
cluded the Mayor.
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Boyle the Kettle
We'll Have A Sup Of Tea
Tom Boyle

John Calloway

We lost a great journalist. John
Calloway’s incisive interviews on
WTTW left no questions unasked
or unanswered. John prepared
himself well, as he always had all
the facts. John was partIrish and
perhapsthat’swhyhe understood
Chicago politics so well.

Michael Jackson

It's a pity the price of fame
extracts so much from its victims.
The King of Pop was a little too
far out for me. The fans that get
hysterical at times like this, mys-
tify me.They must not have much
else going on in their lives. Elvis
met a similar fate. | have no desire
to go to Graceland or Neverland.
When the Irish Tenor, Frank Pat-
tersondied, |wasalittle surprised
and felt sorry for his family, but
felt no compulsion to be at the
funeral.

Pat McLaughlin

My old friend Pat McLaughlin
has gone to his reward. Pat and
| spent many hours working to-
gether at the Irish American Heri-
tage Center. Pat was a plasterer by
trade, and | labored for him.

Senator Burris

It's no surprise to anybody that
he just can't afford to run for the
Senate. Word is the Democrats
don’t want him to run, and he is
overwhelmed by attorney’s fees
of $0.5 million or more because
of the Blagojevich Pay to Play
scandal.

Burr Oak Cemetery

Nothing is sacred in Chicago...
not even“Dem bones, dem bones,
demdrybones, now hearthe world
of the Lord.Toe bone connected to
thefootbone, footbone connected
tothelegbone,legboneconnected
tothekneebone.Dembonesgonna
rise again..."So go the words of the
old spiritual. Rise again they did,
thanks to the ghouls, graverobbers,
andthedetestabledegenerateswho
committed this crime. The whole
story in all probability has not
been told, how much jewelry and
dental gold did they harvest? The
heartachetheycausedthosewhose
loved ones'graves they desecrated
is unimaginable. Our sympathy
goes out to these families.

IAHC Fest

We prayed for good weather,
and the prayer was answered.
Months of planning and the corps
of volunteers made it all work.
The rain stopped Friday, July 10th
about3pm.We gotmorerain after
midnight, butthatwastheendofit.
Saturdayand Sunday were perfect.
Therewasplenty of entertainment,
food, and fun for everyone.

The fest was marred by a break-
in during the night. The thieves
carried off the safe and more
than $8,900. Bad cess to them!
Chicago PD., 16th and 17th Pre-
cincts, are investigating. Some
people have sentin donations to
help cover the loss. If you wish
to help, donations can be sent to
the 1AHC, 4626 N. Knox, Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60630.

Irish Confederates

My friend Chuck McConnell re-
cently learned his great grandfather,
Joseph McConnell, was a Captainin
Company F, 4th Georgia Regiment,
attached to the Doles-Cook Brigade
in the Army of North Virginia, C.S.A.
Chuck found this out through an
unexpected phone call form a 3rd
cousin in Fort Worth, TX. A great
piece of family history.

The Confederate Army had many
Irish units. The 6th Louisiana Tigers,
and the 10th Tennessee, to name
two. Father Ed Gleeson. Pastor at St.
James Churchonthe Sag, haswritten
numerous books on the Irish in the
Confederacy. His ancestors were in
the 10th Tennessee, in the Army of
Tennessee.

If you have this kind of family
history, contact the archives at the
Irish American Heritage Center if
you would like to share it.

Thomas James Mulroy

Thomas arrived in the world
on July 7, 2009 and weighed in
at 9 Ibs. 2 0z. The proud parents
are Michael and Debbie Mulroy.
Word came to me from a very
happy grandmother, Mary Ann
Mulroy.

IAHC Officers

On Monday, July 13th, new
officers were elected at the Board
meeting: President Bob McNa-
mara; Vice President Alan Dug-
gan; Treasurer Jo Ann Fergus; and
Secretary Mary Johnson.

Hemochromatosis — “The Celtic Curse’

By Dr. David Sowby

We all consume iron in our diet.
Most people have a physiological
mechanismthatpreventstheironfrom
building up in their bodies above a
certain safe level. Butoneinahundred
Irish people do not have this mecha-
nism.They have inherited a defective
gene thatresults in their being unable
to prevent the build-up of iron. This
condition is called hemochromatosis
or iron overload.

The condition is present from birth,
but its effects don't usually start to
show up for several decades. The first
signs of it are fairly vague; in my case,
I began to feel abnormally tired when
I wasin my late twenties. It would take
a shrewd doctor to think of the possi-
bility of hemochromatosisin a young
person complaining of tiredness, but
such astuteness is what is needed. If
leftundiagnosed, the conditioncango
on pumping more and more iron into
organssuchastheheart, liver, pancreas

and pituitary gland. But if hemochro-
matosisis diagnosed and treated early,
such effects can be prevented.

The next thing | experienced, and
which is common, was pain in my
finger joints. Sometime later, when |
was around fifty, | started to have mild
heart palpitations. Up to then, none of
the doctors who examined me during
that time thought of the underlying
cause of my problems. Finally, when
| was nearly seventy, | was found to
have Type 2 diabetes. This soon led to
asimple blood test and the realisation
that hemochromatosis was the cause.

Unfortunately, the steady increase
of iron in various organs had done ir-
reparable harm.Inadditiontodiabetes,
| was found to have cirrhosis of the
liver, with its increased risk of liver
cancer. The damage to my pituitary
gland resulted in various hormones
being defective. Even though treat-
ment was started immediately after
hemochromatosis was diagnosed, the

damage done can never be repaired.

The treatmentis simple. It consists
of venesection, or removing a pint—
roughly half a liter—of blood, in
exactly the same way as is done with
blood donors. Atfirst,whenthelevel of
ironinthe blood s high, venesections
may be done as often as weekly. As
the iron level in the blood decreases,
the intervals become longer, so that
eventually they need be done perhaps
every six months or so. Each venesec-
tion removes about 250 grams of iron
fromthe body.The bone-marrow goes
to work to replace the blood. To form
new red cells it needs iron, which it ob-
tains from the various organs, thereby
lowering their load of iron. That is the
purpose of venesection.

If doctors,and members of the pub-
lic,canonly be made moreaware of the
vital need to thinkabout the possibility
of this condition, and to diagnose and
treat it at an early age, the ravages
produced by hemochromatosisin later
life can be entirely avoided.
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Irish Books and Plays
"II{ —=,in Review

Fado: A Memoir of Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit

of Happiness

This is a book we can all identify
with. The author, Kevin O’'Donnell,
returnedtotheplaceinlrelandwhere
his family came from: Arranmore
Island in Donegal. He tells why his
family left Ireland and came to the
U.S. The author also includes poi-
gnant memories of growing up in
(then) rural Mundelein, lllinois.

The book’s title is pronounced
“f'doe.” It is “an Irish expression
meaning long ago..." Traditional
storytellers, or seanachais, often used
this word to begin their stories.

For many generations, the
O'Donnells lived on Arranmore
Island, off the Donegal coast.“They
survived successive waves of inva-
sions from neighboring tribes, Vi-
kings, Normans, and most recently,
the British. They experienced the
extermination attempts of Crom-
well's armiesin 1649... followed by
the brutally enforced 18th century
Penal Laws..."

After the terrible times of the
Cromwellian invasions, what he
couldn'taccomplish, Catholic priests
almost did. They encouraged the
down marriage rate by viewing the
efforts of men and women to get
to know each other as sinful. “The
Church strongly discouraged com-
pany keeping or courting, and the
priestsontheisland had areputation
for chasing courting couples with
blackthorn sticks in an effort to quell
such sinful behavior" The desires for
dignity and personal freedomare rea-
sons our ancestors came to America.

Another reason is the poverty in
Ireland. The British controlled the
country with the landlord system.
Thelandlords were oftenabsent,and
the people were ruled by theiragents.
The agents cared only for how much
rent money they could squeeze out
of the Irish.

Thisisadescription of the poverty
and squalor of Arranmore before the
Great Famine of 1845!

“llanded atavillage... containing
24 cottages and almost the whole of
it shockingly destitute, and a half-
naked shoeless population immedi-
ately swarmed out... Some thrust
scraps of paper into my hands with
petitionswritten onthem, praying for
assistance to keep from starving, for
medicalassistance...andsoon.Such
an assemblage of wretched beggar-

-..._\"‘..- / Frank West

like human beings | never saw.”
The book is rich with historical
scenes like this 1849 letter to the
lllustrated London Times about a
pregnant island woman:“they com-
menced knocking down the house,
and had it half knocked down when
two neighbor women... carried me
out... lwas carried into a cabin, and
lay there for eight days, when I had
the creature (the child) born dead”
This is a vast sprawling book
of Irish history, about Arranmore
Island in particular, and the author’s
personal remembrances of growing
up in a distant Chicago suburb. It

Fado

Kevin O’ Donnell

A Memgigof Life, Li
agd the

uMswit of |

contains many golden nuggets of
Irish history and of the Irish Ameri-
can experience.

Fado, A Memoir, of Life, Liberty
and the Pursuit of Happiness by Kev-
in O'Donnell. Xlibris Corporation,
Philadelphia, PA, 2009. 304 pages;
$30 hardcover; $20 paperback.

(Locations currently carrying
Fadoin the Chicago region:The Irish
Boutique, Long Grove, IL; The Irish
Boutique, Crystal Lake, IL; Paddy’s
onthe Square, Long Grove, IL; Done-
gal Imports, Chicago, IL; Shamrock
Imports, Chicago, IL; and Harp &
Thistle Imports, Peoria, IL.)

The Magical Tea Party

This is the second book in this
wonderful series, The Three Little
Lasses Series, which will eventually
be comprised of seven books. The
author, Sandra McCone, wants these
books to encourage a child’s sense
of wonder and imagination, while
developing reading skills.

Sandra McCone is the author of
this charming and unique series.

“She targeted the age group of 5-10,
planning on the reader’s growing
along with the series. In each book,
the reading level willincrease, along
with the content, as the lasses and

laddies take on new magical adven-
tures, consisting of Irish myths and
stories.”

Please use your imagination to
visualize atea party preparedanden-
joyed by three little girls. The place
for the party is their grandmother’s
garden. They are about to have a

4.,:14-: . -r . foim
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magical experience.

The girls sing of the pleasures
of the tea party and the garden.The
woods reverberate with their voices.
Then they hear tiny voices singing
the same song. The voices belong to
three tiny fairies. The girls introduce
themselves—and the magicofimagi-
nation happens.

This wonderful story is about the
surprise, care and kindness shown
by the girls.

The Magical Tea Party by Sandra
McCone. Tate Publishing and Enter-
prises, Mustang, CO, 2009. 31 pages;
$10.99. www.threelittlelasses.com.

The Fenian Anthology

Sean O'Casey said “the memory
of the great things done willbe green
forever..." This book is about those
deeds.

Here are excerpts from the writ-
ings of those incredibly brave Irish
men who remained faithful to their
dream of a free Ireland. They re-
mained steadfast in the face of
overwhelming odds.For generations,
from prison cell, hillside, courtroom,
and in secret “safe houses” when on
therun, they kept alive the ideal of a
free Ireland.

| FENIAN

ANTHOLOGY

Despite the insidious power of
the British Empire: its gigantic army,
wealth and population (60 millions
Brits to 4 to 5 million Irish), the Fe-
nians never gave up their dream for
an independent Ireland.

Who were the Fenians? They were
a secret organization (Britain’s spies
and informers were everywhere)
working for an Irish republic. They
were “founded in New York and
Dublinin 1858

They withstood attacks by the
British (who called them terrorists)
and hate-filled attacks by the Catho-
lic Church. Churchmen denounced
them as a secret society (but aren’t
the Jesuits?) The Fenians never gave
in:on therun, in exile, or jailed, they
remained faithful to their ideal. This
bookis a collection of their writings,
forthey strongly believedtheoldIrish
saying, “A writer’s ink lasts longer
than a martyr’'s blood."

The author, Joe Ambrose, assem-
bles here the story of the 1798 Upris-
ing, Robert Emmet’s speech from the
dock, excerpts from Knocknagow
by Charles Kickham, and writings
by Patrick Pearse, Michael Collins,
and many others who never wavered,
against all odds. What a tradition!

The Fenian Anthology by Joe
Ambrose. Mercier Press and Dufour
Editions; Chester Springs, PA; 2008.
350 pages; $37.95. 610-458-5005.

Hitler’s Irishmen

Do you like military history?
Especially military history about the
World War Il period (1939-1945)? |
do. And this book contains over three
hundred pages of exciting informa-
tion about this period.

Most of this book is about the Ger-
man war effort and the German sol-
diers who fought in the World War.

Incredible facts about those sol-
diers,and their actions are presented
a part of the story of two Irishmen
serving in the British Army. They
were abandoned on the Island of
Guernsey when that British posses-
sion was invaded. Eventually they
joined the German Army, and fought
with it until the collapse of the Ger-

man government, in 1945.

The book s filled with many facts
that military historians love. This is
an example. Late in the war (1945)
theGermanarmyintroducedthe M42
machine gun. It could fire at a rate of
1,200rounds perminute, thissounded
like tearing cloth, rather than the chat-
terofanormal machine gun.Because
of this it was nicknamed “The Saw."
It was also called this because of “its
lethal effectiveness against Russian
infantry attacks.” It was “of such su-
perlative design that it still remainsin
service with some European armies
today, sixty years later!

The Russian armies had unlimited
manpower.The Germansoldierswere
highly trained and had excellent
equipment. But they were over-
whelmedbythehuge manpowerand
material history of this period. The
press release says their story “draws
heavily on theirownaccountsandon
statepaperswhichhavebeenreleased
in recent years.”

If you like military history, you'll
love this book: the story of Hitler’s
Irishmen.

Hitler’s Irishmen by Terence
O'Reilly. Mercier Press and Dufour
Editions; Chester Springs, PA; 2009.
320 Pages, $28.95. www.dufouredi-
tions.com.

Personality Traits

Frank McCourt was a wonderful
storyteller. But, he was also a won-
derful person.

| attended several of his appear-
ances in Chicago. He spoke with a
gentle Irish accent, and used vivid,
colorful words. The last time | saw
him he told stories to 1,200 people.
Thelisteners had to use theirimagina-
tions because his only stage prop was
a paper coffee cup!

There wasn'ta sound from the au-
dience;theywouldhavebeenhappyif
he had talked for another two hours.

Before one event my whole family
met him. He was generous with the
time he spent with us, and happily
posed with us for a picture.

When his book, Teacher Man, was
published | phoned, and told him |
began teaching at about the same
time he did, and told him of the many
happymemorieshisbookgenerated.|
also told him that many of the experi-
enceshewroteaboutwereamazingly
similar to the ones | had, even to the
voices and sounds of the students.

Frank was a gentle, gracious, and
genuine person. He was non-judge-
mental,andunderstoodthepressures
of life we all live with. You immedi-
ately sensed that you were accepted
by him, and not just tolerated.

Frank was an amazing storyteller,
but, he was also an amazing person.
Our sense of loss is palpable.

n
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Mike Houlihan

Last month a celebrated Irish
author finally died a few days after
word had spread all over the Internet
that he was deathly ill.

It was a fact that we had once
worked together in New York City
and Chicago in the mid-eighties
and the relationship had long since
soured and ended in a series of law-
suits in federal court.

The litigation was settled but, as
with most Irish grudges, the bad
blood would never be forgotten.

| received over a dozen phone
callsand emails from friends as news
ofhisimpendingdoomreverberated
on the airwaves. | guess folks were
expectingmetomakeasnideremark
or two, as the author was about to
meet his maker.

Butlmadeenoughofthoseinthe
last twenty-five years. And of course,
any words of compassion for his
family would be branded as phony,
so I'm not going there either.

I'm proud to have recognized his
talent back then, and will mark his
exit with these final thoughts.

His brother, with whom I'm also
acquainted, owned a barin Manhat-
tanthattookitsnamefromasongthe

GOLF

brothers sangin their Off-Broadway
show.

The bells of hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling,
For you but not for me,

Oh death, where is thy sting-a-ling-
a-ling,

Oh grave, thy victory?

The bells of hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling
For you but not for me.

The author himself used totellan
old joke, which I find appropriate for
his passing.

It seems an elderly man in Lim-
erick had died and the priest giving
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the eulogy had never met the man.

. Thepriestgave the standard sermon
| forthe dead and then asked the con-

gregation,”lsthereanyone herewho

would like to say a few words about

what a wonderful man he was?”
Silence from the crowd.

“Surely someone here has some-
thinggoodtosayaboutthismanwho
we are about to bury.”

Not a word from the congregation.

Exasperated, the priest finally
shouted at the top of his lungs,“We
are not leaving this church for the
cemetery until someone standsand
says a few words in honor of the
departed!”

Finally a lone, skinny man stood
up in the back and said, “His brother

|\

was worse:

Pictured are PJ. O'Dea and his sister, Mrs. Brigid T. Frawley, also known
as Miss Bridie O’'Dea. Mrs. Frawley, who suffered from polio as a child,
recently passed away in Ireland. She worked as a legal assistant at the
firm of McMahon & Williams in Kilrush, Ireland 64 years.
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Raised on Songs
and Stories

Shay Clarke

Blarney on the Air

Regular listeners to our Irish mu-
sic show on Public Radio may have
noticed recently that Bill and | are
presenting the showin separate one-
hour segments and, as many of you
readers are also listeners, | would
like to explain briefly. The Celtic
0Odd Couple have not split up, there
is no “argey bargy” going on, and
neither of us will cite irreconcilable
differences, we just can’t seem to
findasuitabletimetorecordtogether
at the moment, so no scandal, just
two hours of great Irish Music every
Monday night on WDCB. 90.9 FM
in Chicago and everywhere else on
WDCB.org; blarneyontheair.com
continues toarchive past shows and
you can contact us thru the usual
email addresses blarneyontheair@
me.com.

If you keep listening we will keep
playing and we thank you for your
continuous support.

Fadé—Kevin O'Donnell

Some of you will be familiar with
Fadd asa chain of Irish-themed pubs,
others will know Fadé as a line of
fine Irish Jewelry available on our
website blarneyhome.com, and |
have been asked hundreds of times
whattheword means.Quitesimplyit
means“long ago.’In fact, most Irish
children’s stories and legends of old
always started with the words, Fadoé,
fado, a bit like “Once upon a time.”’

Anyway, when | received a copy
of Kevin O'Donnell’s book Fadé,
| knew immediately that the bold
Kevin was not talking pubs or jew-
elry,and | got stuckin to the story of
his childhood in the Chicagosuburbs,
his memories of Arranmore Island
off the coast of Donegal, his his-
torical insight and staunch Catholic
upbringing.

This is a book about fathers and
sons, triumphsandtragedies, history
and heritage. Many of you will know
Kevin as the founder of Arranmore
thewell-known Chicagoband.Now |
realize where he took his inspiration
from for the many songs he wrote
and performed. Brilliant book, |
loved it. Well done Kevin, you make
me proud to be Irish.

Maurice Lennon

It seems like only a few weeks
ago I told you that Stockton's Wing's
Maurice Lennon was back in the
Midwest, and as | expected he has

hit the ground running with a series
of sessions planned for the tri-state
area.

For six years, Maurice hosted
weekly sessions at the Rathmines
Inn back in Dublin with guest sing-
ers and musicians. Ciaran Tourish,
Ronnie Drew, Johnny McEvoy and
Finbar Fury were regulars and it s his
intentionto continueinthattradition,
and offer a variety of talent from our
rich pool. Among the names men-
tions have been Pat Broaders, Jimmy
Moore, Jim Dewan, Paddy Homan,
Joe Cullen and Jeff Ward, you know
yourself, all the usual suspects.

Maurice will be in McNally’s in
St. Charles, IL on Sundays from 4 till
7, and Foley’s in the Irish Woods in
Lake Geneva, Wl on August 1st and
19th. We will keep you informed on
new venues. Maurice has recently
worked with Johnny McEvoy on his
soon to be released album Never
SmelttheRoseswith guest musicians
Sharon Shannon, Gerry O'Connor
and PaulRoche—I can't waitto share
that one with you on the radio.

SATURDAY

AUGUST 22
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Mary Rowley
on Frank McCourt

Like the rest of you | was sad-
denedtohearofthe passing of Frank
McCourt. | met Frank on a few occa-
sions, butjustto say helloand shake
his hand. I have no stories to relate,
butmy good pal Mary Rowley knew
Frank well for many years. Frank
was part of the entertainment on
Mary's famous Irish Festival Cruises
and here’s what she has to say.

“Back in 1992 | hired Malachy
and Frank McCourt to perform on
the Irish Festival Cruise in 1993.
They were slated to perform A
Couple of Blaguards together and
Malachy offered to do a one-man
show called Plunkitt of Tammany
Hall. | asked Frank if he would do
a one-man show and he replied ‘of
course, leave it with me! A few
months later he rang and said his
show would be called The Irish...
and How They Got That Way. As
Frank rose from less than humble
beginnings, his one man showona
cruise ship grew to a full cast per-
forming in theaters across America
and a popular PBS special.

“In 1992 Malachy was a seasoned
actor,and Frank was a retired school
teacher. Malachy sent me a profes-
sional promotional kit with an exten-
sive biography. Frank had nothing

WITH JI] CONWAY

like that in the works, so | rang him
and told him that I needed his biog-
raphy. He said,'What do folks want
to know about me? | prefer to write
inlonghand, I shave in the shower, |
make wicked mashed potatoesand|
willnottoleratea poorly poured pint
of Guinness. | used that biography
foryears,untilladded the sentence...
‘Pulitzer Prize winning author of
Angela’s Ashes prefers to write in
longhand'and so on.”

“In June of 1993, I was with Liam
Clancy and Robbie O'Connell at the
Lions Head in Greenwich Village.
Atatable across the room sat Ellen,
Frank and Malachy McCourt. The
McCourts burst into uproarious
laughter, which was so infectious
that the crowded restaurant all
joined in the laughter, without ever
knowing what they were laughing
about. Out of curiosity, Liam hol-
lered across the room asking what
they were talking about. Frank
abruptly shouted back’DEATH'and
thelaughtercontinued.|figured that
was Frank’s wit implying none of
yourbusiness,becausetheycertainly
could not belaughing sohardabout
death. The next afternoon Frank
rang and | said, ‘by the way, what
were you folks talking about last
night?'and again he replied‘death!
He said that Malachy was telling
a story about a guy that died, then
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AND SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST
CATHERINE MARY O'CONNELL

he didn't and so on, so there were
Frank and | having another laugh
about death”

“Frank had the knack to make
anything funny. In November of
1991, he emceed Tom Clancy’s Me-
morial Concert. He did a hilarious
routine on English food. Afterwards,
friends asked who the stand up
comedian was as they found himto
be ariot. | explained that he wasn't
astand up comicand thathewasa
retired schoolteacher. | could not
convince them of that fact because
Frank was so convincing as a stand
up comedian.”

“Most of my memories of Frank
areof hislaughter.He wasemceeing
onthecruisein 1998 whenachoppy
harbor prevented usfrom callingon
Key West. Everyone had boarded
the ship in Ft. Lauderdale, with the
exception of Hal Roach, who had a
prior commitment, and was on the
pier in Key West awaiting our arrival.
We came within about a mile, so
Hal could see us from the pier and
thenwatchedusturnaroundandsail
away. That night Frank introduced
thefirstactand then satin the audi-
ence writing away. When he took
the stage again, he waved the paper
and said “This just in, a fax to the
ship’s bridge from Hal Roach. It says
you're nothing but a pack of sailing
Irish whores, turn that ship around
and come get me.” Frank started
laughing so hard the tears flowed
like a waterfall out on the deck. He
was wiping his tears with his fist as
he struggled with laughter to get
through something he penned ten
minutes earlier. Hal hopped a flight
to Cozumel. The next morning we
called on Playa Del Carmel with
intentions of heading to Cozumel. |
was sitting with Frank on deck when
the announcement came that we
were not calling on Cozumel. Again
Frankhowled and thelaughtertears
came again. He said, This just can't
get any funnier.Hal hired a fishing
trawler to cart him the 11 miles to
our ship. Frank enjoyed many more
cruises with us before and after that
year but | think he most enjoyed
what he called... the cruise where
we were trying to keep an island
ahead of Hal Roach.”

“Ever the wordsmith, | got a kick
out of Frank’s answering machine
as he said, 'You've reached the Mc-
Court’s, leave a message and we'll
respond with alacrity.”

“May your fond memories of
Frank McCourt come to you with
alacrity”’

“Slan Abhaile, Frank and thanks
for the fond memories!”

For more information on Irish
festival cruises, contact Mary at
www.irishcruises.com.
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Shauna, definitely has the best vo-
] Tradition cal/instrumental group in the mu- Mary ErirN CONSIDINE
. sicnow. No debate. So, we'll geta HEATTON CGOLD MEDATT.TON ARSOCIATH
. In Review double blast of the lovely Shauna, O TTATE 2500 G.—

Bill Margeson

Let's do something a little dif-
ferent this month. First, a review,
andthensomegood,old-fashioned,
gossipy newsy stufffrominside the
music. Sound good?

First, Fiona Mackenzie is out
with a fab album, A Good Suit of
Clothes—Songs of the Emigrant
Gael. Epic title, hey? Boy, we like
her voice. The entire album is in
Scots Gaelic, with translations in
the liner notes. Well, we THINK
it is Scots Gaelic. How would we
know? It could be in Irish, but as
itis out on Greentrax, we suspect
Scots! Anyway, as we said, we
sure like this voice. Beautiful. The
songs are very, very melodious,
very musical. Lovely. And,
the girl has soul. She can
sing. Very comfortable with
different keys and ambiences.
This is a lovely album. There
are some terrific backing mu-
sicians. Wonderful additional
singers round it all out. This
is where the music seems to be
right now. A contemporary take
on some very, very traditional
sounding tunes. Almost all are tra-
ditional songs. Equally impressive
are the liner notes. We don’t know
what Greentrax has been slipping
into their tea lately, but their last
several albums have absolutely
superb liner notes. I'm listening to
the album as | write this. Gee. This
IS lovely. Really. Anyway, back to
the liner notes. Wonderful. Lots
of great pictures, and complete
descriptions, which help put the
songsinto the proper context. This
is a beautiful alboum by a beautiful
singer. A standout. We'll be play-
ingitaloton theradio show. And,
listening to it a lot at home. Get
this. Rating: Four Harps

Well, we see DeDannan has
reunited in their 132nd reincarna-
tion. Despite DeDannan (Frankie
Gavin's) many statements over the
years that they were retiring, they
never did. Not really. They'd play
somewhere, and then disappear.
Then play again, and disappear
again. But, it HAS been a long
time since there was an album.
What was the last? Hotel Con-
nemara? Anyway, all the original
cats are long gone, leaving only
Gavin. He has succeeded in grab-
bing Ireland’s best guitar player,
Mike Galvin, for the group. The
regular reader here has heard us

speak of Galvin several times.
Anyway, thereis a big cover story
on the new group on the cover of
Irish Music Magazine. We'll see.
DeDannan’s place in the history of
the musicis secure.What a factory
forgreattalent!But, therehasbeen
so much sturm und drang around
Gavinandthegroupovertheyears,
we'll wait a little on this latest in-
carnation. Right. We'll see.

As we speak, Shauna Mullin
of The David Munnelly Band has
her new, solo vocal album at the
graphic designer’s. Should be out
soon. She is, quite arguably, the
best singer in the

music right
now. Or, do you prefer Ma-
ranna McCloskey? Deirdre Scan-
lon? Laura Smith? Or, The Queen,
Cathie Ryan—who is WAY past
due for a new album. Muireann
Nic Amhlaoibh? Niamh Parsons?
Shannon Heaton? Who? Well,
whomever you fancy, Shauna
HAS to be in the mix. Can't wait.
More later.

Speaking of The David Mun-
nelly Band, they are currently in
Charlie Lennon’s studio in Spiddal
(outside Galway), working on their
brand new album! Munnelly, with

in her own solo release, and the
Munnelly album. Great music in
the pipeline. Watch this space.

Liam Clancy not well, at all. The
last of the iconic Clancy Brothers.
God bless him.

We are suicidal. We missed the
Shaun Davey/Rita Connelly/Eilis
Kennedy/Seamus Begley/Beal Tu-
inne/Noel Eccles/Gerry O’Beirne/
Liam O’Flynn/Lawrence Courtney,
et al soiree’ of an evening at the
National Concert Hall in Dublin
last month. It was sold out. From
what we hear, our prediction was
right. The greatest concert ever
in the history of the entire world.
Wonder if they recorded it? Will
find out.

We hear that the great show in
Galway, Trad on the Prom, is still
doing big business, as it should.
Mairin Fahy and husband, Chris
Kelly, still putting out a wonderful
evening of musicand dance. Ifyou
are in Galway, don’t miss.

Nova Scotia’s Dave Gunning
going backinto the studio.|s there
a better songwriter/performeron
the scene? No. Google the lad. He

isatotaltalent.Big-time, talented
winner of a guy, and one of the
nicest people in the music. We'll
have thereportonthe newone
here first. He won Song of the
Year here a couple years ago with
his seminal, “New Highway."

Listen to my new radio show!
Shay Clarke and | split Blarney
on the Airinto two one-hour seg-
mentseveryMondaynighttobetter
feature our music. I'm on every
Monday night from 8-9 Chicago
time on WDCB.org, Public Radio.
You can, of course, stream live on
thewebatwww.wdcb.orgMyshow
isthe second hour every weekand
is subtitled, Ireland Tonight, as we
feature the real, true Irish music
for the real, true trad fan. Listen
in! Tal

Rampant
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W Have the Largadit Selection
of CDs anywhere
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IAHC Annual Golf
Open September 12

Save the date forthe 20th Annual
Irish American Heritage Center Golf

Open on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2009.

The outing is at St. Andrews Golf
Club in West Chicago at 1pm.
The price is $100 and includes

greens fees, a cart, dinner, cocktails,

entertainmentand prizes. The event
is a fundraiser for the Center.

Tickets, contact Alan Duggan at
312-401-2603, Maureen O'Looney
at 773-286-6866 or IAHC office.

IAHC Writing
Classes This Fall

Have a story to tell? The Irish
American Heritage Center will con-
tinue its Memoir Writing Workshop,
conductedbyaward-winningwriting
instructor, Patricia Cronin.

The class gives budding writ-
ers a chance to put some of their
memories on paper. The workshop
will help identify key turning points
in your life, and understand them
against the backdrop of time and
place. There will be in-class reading,

Orthodontizt

Richard Callahan, DS

Den’t rely on luck for the best orthodentic carel

beautifnol omiles for more than 25 years.
Mention thiz ad for o complimeniary visit
Poyment plone, oredt serds and iruoren e wslgrrmemt s wosp b,
Call today (630) 964.9882
5111 Wuhmnpton it, Downea Groas, llinois
callehenortho{@comenst.net
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discussion and writing exercises.

This 6-week6é program runs Thurs-
day evenings from Oct. 15-Nov. 19,
2009 from 7-9pm and the cost is $60.
To register 773-282-7035.

Andy Cooney CD

In his latest musical work, It'll
Be Me, Andy Cooney has an eclectic
collection of songs about country,
heritage, faith and friendship. The a long time friend, Nick McCarthy;
CD has a tribute to Stephen Foster “You Raise Me Up,"written by anoth-
writtenafterCooneyresearchedover erold Irish friend, Brendan Graham,
1,000 of Foster's songs. Alsofeatured  and “It'll Be Me,” written by the
on the CD are: “You Were Never legendary Larry Gatlin. dararecords.
Too Far From My Mind,” written by  com. www.andycooney.com.
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Gaelic Park

August Events
Musical Luncheon

The monthly Musical Luncheon
will be held on Wednesday, August
5th, 2009 beginning at noon.

The Musical Luncheon is an
exciting way to break up the week
with an afternoon of wonderful
food, dancing and music by Sean
O’'Donnell. Tickets are $13 and
include all entertainment.

Reservations 708 687-9323s.

Feast Of Our Lady Of
Knock Honored

Chicago Gaelic Park will com-
memorate the Feast of Our Lady
of Knock on Monday, August 17th,
2009 at 7:30pm.

The miracle of Our Lady of
Knock began on a rainy evening in
August 1879. Fifteen witnesses saw
a bright light shine over the Knock
Parish Churchin an Apparition that
included the Blessed Virgin Mary
along with Saints Joseph and John.
The faithful watched and recited the
Rosary in the presence of this Ap-
parition for over two hours. Miracles
began only daysafter.Pilgrimagesto
Knock, Co. Mayo beganin 1880 and
over the years, visitors have grown
to over half a million and with other
exceptional healings such as that
of the terminally ill. The personal
pilgrimage of Pope John Paul Il in
1979tocommemoratethecentenary
of the apparition and to recognize
Vatican approval and validation of
the apparition inspired even more
devotion to the Shrine.

Gaelic Park honors this astonish-
ing event with Benediction, Ro-
sary and Procession to the beautiful
Grotto. Refreshments after.

GAA Games

The Gaelic Athletic Association
hosts the Gaelic games of football
and hurling each weekend at Chi-
cago Gaelic Park.

Gaelic football is a fantastic
sport, resembling some elements of
basketball, rugby and soccer with
the rules of the game intentionally
designed to keep the game moving
quickly. The first record of Gaelic
Football comes from the Statute of
Galway in 1527.

Admission to the games is $6.
Sausages and chips, chicken sand-
wiches,hotdogshamburgersandice
cream, and drinks are available at all
games for a small price.

Gaelic Park, 6119 W.147th Street
in Chicago. Visit www.chicagogael-
icpark.org for a full calendar and
information or call (708) 687-9323.
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New line of Irish-Style Accordions

Rosciani Accordions & More
BUY » SELL » REPAIR » TUNE « RESTORE

Reel Jiggy

My Exciting Month

My Fourth of July was wonderful!
It was a little rainy, but it didn’t
stop our fun. We celebrated
with grandparents, some of my
aunts, uncles, and cousins. We
spend most of the summer in
Michigan. In our community,
we have a decorated golf cart
parade. My family decorated it
in a casino theme. We were so
excited becauseitwon an award.
Thisis the first time our cart won
in eleven years! Then there is a
party at the center of the village.
There are inflatables to play on,

Sean Keane
August: 16, 2009
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Presented by Irish American News at the
Atlantic Bar and Grill
5062 N. Lineoln Chicago 60625
TICKETS $20 708.445.0700

Online Orders: www.irishamericannews.com

Celtic Horwe & Heawth
Kichmoed, It 53071

{B15) 672-4774
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vwww.calichomaandhearth.com

Deirdre Kozicki

chicken dinner, crafts to make,
and a DJ.1danced with my sister,
cousin, and friend. | even got to
sing a Taylor Swift song in front
of everyone. It was a great night!
The next day, there are races for
different age groups. My 1 year
old cousin ran in her first race.
She fell down and ran back to
her mom. Hopefully, she will do
better next year. | finished 3rd or
4thand|wasone oftheyoungest
in my age group.

| also went to the Irish Fest
at the Irish American Heritage
Center. It was very fun. | ate
lunch and played in the kids'
area. | played afew games, made
a sand sculpture, and looked in
the shops. | got 2 necklaces and
a really good chocolate chip
cookie. | watched my dance
school’s performance. They did
agreatjob, as usual!l then went
to a demonstration to learn to
play the bodhran. It was fun to
play. The next day, we went to
visit my aunt, uncle, and cousin
at Magician Lake in Michigan.
We went on aboatand went tub-
ing. It was fun but the water kept
going in my face. | had a better
time jumping off and swimming
in the lake. It was a lot warmer
than Lake Michigan.

We had a lot of excitement in
the little Michigan town we live
in for the summer. | woke up to
helicoptersand police patrolling
our streets. An escaped fugitive
had been seen in our neighbor-
hood. Our tennis lesson was
cut short. We were on the local
news. The police did not want
anyone outon the streets. They
told everyone to stayinand lock
theirdoors. It was weird because
itwasabeautifuldayand noone
was outside except for police
and their dogs. My sister and |
at least got to go to our friend'’s
house. Later that day, the FBI
agents were knocking on every-
one’sdoor. Even when we left for
dinner, outside the village, the
police were checking the trunks
of cars. They haven't caught the
fugitives. We are a little more
cautious but it’s getting back to
normal around here. I'll be get-
ting back to dancing soon, so
hopefully that will be the only
excitement for me!
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As many families start the last month of
summer, many artists are coming out with
new music. The Screaming Orphans, Ellery
Klein and Ryan Lacey, Girsa, Give Way, the
Fuchsia Band are just a few to name. On top
of all the great new music, there were a lot of
great festivals last month.

The first band | mentioned, The Scream-
ing Orphans, is a band of four sisters from
Donegal. They have three albums out, Circles
is their first, Belle's Isle, which is their Irish
album, and East 12th Street is their limited
edition album. | haven't heard a song from
them that | didn't like. | first heard them at
Irish Fest in Milwaukee last year when | was
working my parents’ booth. My best bud,
Andrea and | were working, and we looked
ateach otherand smiled when we heard their
music. We never got a chance that weekend
togoand see them but we heard them plenty.
Since then, I've been listening to their first
albumandlovingit.The two new albums they
have are great additions to my collection,and
toanybody’s. On Belle's Isle, they sing in Irish,
and it's lovely. Some of the best music I've
heard. They are a more contemporary group,
but my very traditional dad likes their music.

Speaking of traditional, The Fuchsia Band
has come out with a brand-spankin’ new
album called i lar an aonaiagh. This album
has 11 tracks with a mix of instrumentals
and songs. The songs are also a mix of gaelic
and English. It's the bands third album, and a
greataddition to The Fuchsia Band collection.
Another kickin addition is Ellery Klein and
Ryan Lacey’s new album Kick into the Beat.
It's got loads of new tunes for all dancers for
their warm-ups, practices, and even competi-
tion.On the album, it's got 14 different tracks
including three different set dances, a track
for a treble reel, and a holiday performance
medley. If only | was still dancing... This

album is the follow

up CD to their first
dance CD called Step
into the Beat. Even
though | don't dance
anymore, | still love
to listen to these CDs
when | workout—Ilots
of up-tempo music to
keep me motivated.

There seems to be some newcomers into
the Irish music industry. One of the groups is
a band called Girsa. It's a group of girls that
haveknowneachotherformanyyearsthrough
the Irish community, whether it be the dance
community or the music community or both!
Their first aloum came out this year and it’s
quite good. It's very trad but the songs have
modernvoicestothem.lt'sanicecombination
betweenthetraditionalmusicandthemodern
voices, quite good. Another new all girl band
is Give Way. They are from Edinburgh and
they have some nice music. They have beauti-
ful voices and they really know how to play.
All four girls sing, and all four play different
instruments. They have more contemporary
instrumental sets and more traditional songs.
It'sagreat blend. It's just the opposite of Girsa,
so if you like both bands, then you get a full
circle. It's wonderful that so many people are
showing their talent, and its great talent that
they have too.

If you haven't noticed so far, my columnis
about music. | love music with a passion. As
| wrote this month's column, | was listening
toa playlist on youtube filled with French rap,
French pop, American pop, and British rock
and pop music. | almost always have this play-
ingwhen 'monmy computerand sometimes
when I'm justin my room relaxing. Musicis a
great way to relax, and a great way to get mo-
tivated. So put a few songs from your favorite
CD onto your iPod or throw a cool new CD
into your player and get your summer goals
completed beforeschoolstarts,andtheboring
old routine starts... again.

Here's me signing out yet again with my
LAST SUMMER COLUMN!!! Enjoy your last
month of summer vacation, and keep your
music on shuffle and | will see everyone at
Irish Fest in August.

:J&,@m@@@m
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Celtic Kitchen

—Pure and Simple

OBGe—d

By Julianna Leber

Tastefully Over-Served

That was the expression my
French grandmother would use,
with her nose pink, her eyes bright,

and left me to call her back again,
laughing to start it over. When
we would visit as a family, my

and that would start the evening. |
loved creating drinks for us ladies,
pouring Baileys or Amaretto over
vanillaice cream, or making fuzzy
navels, or sipping Jameson over
ice.

By the end of the evening, we'd
forget about the ice or ice cream
and just toast to each other. It was
that atmosphere of family, gar-
nished withalcohol,and topped off

oy

-

ways had a kitchen full of wonder- melt, baked chicken, different
ful food and drink. chips, snacks, and then beverages.
Oneofmybestmemoriesofthat  As|started expanding my cooking
house was of it smelling of great  techniques, | would make a variety
food.Eventhoughmostofthetime of cakes, cookies, salads, and din-
itwas my mom cooking, whetherit ner dishes. They were simple, yet
was for Thanksgiving or the sum- homemade and shared.
mer Gladiolus Festival, Grandma The following recipes, Baileys
saton herroost, a squeaky ladder- ice cream and ‘Irish Coffee’ mini
chairwithits blackand white vinyl  cakes are upgraded versions of the
paddedseat,andwithdrinkinhand, bev-snackslwould puttogetherfor
the ladies. These would be perfect
for a relaxed evening with family

and a big smile on her face. Grand-
mawasa petitladywhohadalaugh
thatcould shortouttheold phones

grandma, my mom and | would
sitin the dinner nook with glasses
of whatever | found in her cabinet,

and friends, or a ladies’ night in.
Enjoy!

www. hayescoffees.com

Phone Orders Tool
708-524-1914 {(Sam or Sarah)

with creativity that makes me smile
today when sipping the newly de-
signed Baileys (love that caramel)
orsometimes even just the smell of
Jameson in a glass.

My grandma Rene married my
Scot-Irish grandfather Arnie Den-
nison in the late 1930's. He was
well liked in Momence, a little
town south of Chicago. Family and
friends would gatherattheirhouse
across from St. Patrick’s church to
eat, drink and be merry. It was a
gathering place, a house that over
the years had many generations
enjoying the laid back, familiar
feeling of belonging. The house
was the hub of activity and it al-

Fine Irish ewel

Wedding Bands of Distinction
To order, call toll-free
1-800-786-7429

or visit our on-line store

www.blarneyhome.com

Baileys Ice Cream
Serves 4-6

(You need atable-topice cream
maker for this recipe.)

2 c. Baileys

3 egg yolks

1/2 c. sugar

1 pint half and half

1/2 pint heavy cream

1t.vanilla

Put Baileys in a small sauce pan
over medium heat. Let boil slowly
(and watch for boiling over) until it
reduces to 1 cup. Let cool.

Combinehalfandhalfand heavy
cream in medium saucepan and
heattojust under boiling. Remove
and let cool.

In a bowl, combine yolks and
sugar and beat with mixer until
light yellow. Add vanilla to cooled
Baileys, stirand beat into yolk mix-
ture. Slowly add the cooled cream
mixture. Be sure that it is cool, or
you will end up with scrambled
eggs. Blend the mixture, strain it
through a sieve and pour it into
the sauce pan. Cook on medium,
stirring as it warms. The custard
is ready when the custard is thick
andyourunyourfingerthroughthe
custard,anditstays putand doesn't
run together. Let cool, cover, then
refrigerate until very cold. When
ready, putinto preparedice cream
maker and churn. Putinto freezer

sn|  tohardenandservewith chocolate
v | cookies. This is a rich custard ice
cream.,

‘Irish Coffee’ Mini Cakes
Makes 6

directed the kitchen. The excite-
ment of a full house of people in
and out the front and back doors
was new to Grandma, being that
for most of the year she lived alone.
Mom would make a couple iced
Baileys for grandma and herself,
and as they talked about the past
few months and planned the next
week, they both relaxed to the cof-
fee/chocolate/caramel creaminess
of their beverages.

The day wore on and family and
friends drifted in, laughing and
hugging each other as they made
their way into the kitchen. The first
thing theyfound was a plate which
they filled with potato and cheese

FADO

(The mini Bundts are 6 minis to
apan, found in home and cooking
stores. If not available, a cupcake
pan will work.)

1 stick butter, softened

1/2 c. sugar

2 eggs

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 . self-raising flour

2 t. instant espresso powder

For the sauce and topping:

1/2 c. sugar

1/2 strong black coffee

1/4 c. whiskey
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Cara Dillon Returns to Roots with Hill of Thieves

Irish folk star Cara Dillon will
release her fourth album, Hill of
Thieves, September 15th on Proper
American.The album marksareturn
toroots for Dillon, who was raised in
County Derry within a close musi-
cal family. She chose ten traditional

Whipped cream

Chocolate shavings or chips

Pre-heat oven to 350°F. In large
bowl, beat sugar and butter. Add
eggs,oneatatime,andvanillaand
beat.Add espresso powdertoflour,
and then add slowly to mix. Spray
mini Bundt pan with non stick
baking spray. Spoon 2 tablespoons
in each Bundt and bake for 30-40
minutes.

In a small pan, combine sugar
and coffee and boil for 1 minute.
Then add whiskey. Alternatively for
less whiskey flavor (and potency),
put whiskey in with sugar and cof-
fee to cook out alcohol. Let cool.

When cakes are done, tap out of
pan. Let cool. They will feel like
dry sponge cakes.Wash and rinse
the pan and carefully return the
cakes to the pan. Pour the syrup
over the cakes and let soak for 10
minutes.

Flipoutonindividual plates, top
with whip cream and chocolate,
and enjoy!

songs for this outing, and wrote the
wistful title track in homage to her
hometown with husband and pro-
ducer Sam Lakeman.

Hill of Thieves offers sublime
renditions of Irish classics such
as “The Parting Glass” and “She
Moved Through the Fair"The album
also features a duet with Seth Lake-
man on a fresh, arresting version
of “Spencer the Rover, and an a
cappella version of “Fil, Fil a Run

0" (Return, Return My Love) in
Irish Gaelic.

Hill of Thieves received glowing
critical praise in the UK where it was
released in January on Dillon’s own
Charcoal Records label.

The recording and release of Hill
of Thieves holds additional special
meaning for Dillon, who makes
a joyful return to music after the

unexpected premature births of her
twin boys. Like her new sons, Dil-
lon’s musical future is healthy and
growing.

Cara Dillon will tour the US in
support of Hill of Thieves in Septem-
ber, locally including the Chicago
World Music Festival and the Lotus
Festival in Bloomington, Indiana.

About Cara Dillon: Cara Dil-
lon has been a stellar presence in
Irish music since winning the All
Ireland Singing Trophy
at age 14. Her growing
set of awards includes
the 2002 BBC Horizon
Award for Best New-
comerand Ireland’s 2004
Meteor Music Award for
Best Irish Female. Dillon
has collaborated with
such artists as Mike Old-
field, Paul Brady, Martin
Simpson, Phil Coulter,
larla O Lionaird (Afro
Celt Sound System) and renowned
Irish group De Dannan. She was a
memberoffolksupergroupEquation
(where she met future husband and
musical partner Sam Lakeman) and
Oige,and herthreesoloalbumshave
all received high critical acclaim.

www.caradillon.com. http://www.
myspace.com/caradillon.www.prop-
eramerican.com.
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Pictured (L-R) are Mark Donahue, President, Fraternal Order of Police
Chicago Lodge #7, Chicago Police Officers David Evans I, Kevin Ryan,
Gerald Troglia, Kristopher Rigan and William Dougherty, F.O.P. 1st Vice
President. Mark Donahue presented the Distinguished Service Award to
these Officers recently, for theirinvolvementin apprehendinganarmed
suspect in a burglary in progress in the 8th District. Donahue stated,

“Due to the dedication to duty and courage during a difficult situation
displayed by Officers Evans, Ryan, Troglia and Rigan, a dangerous
felon was removed from the streets.”
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A Word With Father Boland

The Voice of Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Chicago
Reverend Michael M. Boland

Administrator, President and CEO

Neighbors In Need:
[llinois’ Budget Crisis
Hits The Poor

These are painful days for Catho-
lic Charities.The long-awaited state
budget that was passed on July 15
by the Illinois State Legislature will
fund human services in Fiscal Year
20100nlyatanaverage of 86 percent
of Fiscal Year 2009 levels; and there
is no guarantee that all agencies will
receive 86 percent of last year’s fund-
ing across the board.

These budget cuts are causing a
crisis of funding, the likes of which
we have not seen before.

Because Catholic Charities is an
accredited, not-for-profit social ser-
viceagency,weoperateonanannual

Togac
TUCKPOINTING

* Tuckpointing

» Chimney
Rebuilt

»* Canlking

» Concrete

Lirensed & Insured
Call Jack

708.670.2179
H 3

balanced budgetthatdependsupon

state revenue and charitable dona-
tions, in order to serve more than a

million people each year. But this is

the first time we have experienced

this kind of prolonged crisis regard-
ing state funding.

So, as we awaited the decision by
the Legislature, we had to immedi-
ately make some serious decisions
regarding some of our programs.
Unfortunately, the profound effects
of budget cuts made by the lllinois
State Legislature have already been
felt by several of our programs for
thelow-income children, seniorsand
families whom we help

Now wearereactingimmediately
to protect the people who continue
to depend on our help. As you can
imagine, responding to increased
calls for help while our revenue de-
clines is a staggering challenge.

Decreased state funding will
eliminate many of our services for
the elderly, children, pregnant teens
and poor working families. We are
particularly concerned, for example,

forthe hundreds of frail seniors who
dependonourhomecareservicesto
remain intheirhomes and with their
spouses or families, and the future of
the homemakers or caregivers who
care for them.

At the same time, we are seeing
adramaticincrease in the demands
for our services. In the last year, re-
quests for food, clothing, and utility
and rental assistance rose between
50% and 80% at our 156 sites. We
see more and more hungry, unem-
ployed and homeless families and
individuals coming to our Catholic
Charities food pantries and suppers.
The number of people at our six
evening supper programs—in Des
Plaines, Summit, Midlothian, Hazel

grew by 25%.

Demand for food at Catholic
Charities’ North/Northwest Subur-
ban Regional food pantry in Des
Plaines increased steadily through-
out 2008, and is still climbing. In
April 2008, 282 families received
food and this past April, 566 families
were served—morethandoublethe
number from the previous year.

But Catholic Charities remains
deeplycommittedtohelpingasmany
people as we can. This has been our
mission for more than 90 years and
we will not abandon it!

To meet these

2 Doire Builders, Inc.  vuisieg i seer

hd T - KT

challenges, Catholic

Somrce indinivies, Inc. Charities has created

L a special initiative,

Addlece, || GO the Neighbors in

- Need Fund, to help

mbﬂl the frailest of seniors,
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ing has been restored to social ser-
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DRYVIT

708-386-2951

vice agencies, it cannot remedy the
damagealready donetoourservices
and our clients during this period
of turmoil; nor will it restore the
revenue we have lost or lessen the
debt we have incurred.

So | invite you—however little
or much you have to offer—to join
us in the sacred mission of Catholic
Charities to care for our Neighbors
in Need, and to make a contribution

if you can. | ask you to please pray
for a resolution to this financial and
political crisis, and to pray for all
who are suffering its results.

For moreinformation about Cath-
olic Charities' “Neighbors in Need”
campaign, to make a donation, orto
volunteer, please gotowww.catholic-
charities.net/neighborsinneed or
call Margaret Hughes at Catholic
Charities: (312) 655-7012.

Michigan Irish Music Festival

Presented by Mercy General Health Partners, this festival opens at Heri-
tageLandinginMuskegononSeptember 18-20th, withacompleteweekend
of live Irish entertainment, activities, and culture, and live Irish & Celtic
music on 3 covered stages. Festival favorites this year include Seamus Ken-
nedy, Kennedy’s Kitchen, Switchback, Craic Wisely, Old Blind Dogs, Fonn
Mor, and Blackthorn. New bands this year includes Natalie MacMaster &
Crest and the Near North Side— Donnell Leahy, Solas, Slide, and The Makem & Spain Brothers.

Other festival activities include the Irish Marketplace, children’s activi-
ties, a cultural center,and anacoustic tent. A popular highlight on Saturday
is the FEIS, an Irish dance competition. Sunday morning, a catholic mass
will be held at 9am followed by a traditional Irish breakfast.

The festival offers an Early-In Free promotion on Friday only from
5-6pm sponsored by Family Financial Credit Union. Tickets are $6 on
Friday (5-11pm), $12 on Saturday (10am-11pm)and $10 on Sunday (9am-
6pm). For additional information, tickets, and a complete entertainment
schedule, call 231.739.2028 or visit www.michiganirish.org.

New Celtic Thunder CD/DVD

Hot on the heels of their hit
North American tour, pop vocal
sensation CelticThunder released
their new CD and DVD, Take
Me Home, on Decca Records last
month. Recently recorded live
at Toronto’s Casino Rama, the
set features stunning versions of
brand new songs for the delight of
“Thunderheads” everywhere, who
will be able to experience Take Me
Home when the program debuts

nationwide on public television.

Check local listings for broadcast
dates and times.

September 18-20
Herdtage Landing, Mushomeon

The new CD and DVD will pre-
pare the group’s legions of fans for
an extensive CelticThunder - Take
Me Home Fall 2009 Tour beginning
in NY in October, the follow-up to
Celtic Thunder’s highly successful
30-date spring trek which just fin-
ished May 7th in Vancouver, BC.

Celtic Thunder first entered
mainstream consciousness with
theirsmash public television debut
specialin 2008, released on DVD as
CelticThunder:The Show. For more
information, includingtourupdates,
log on to www.celticthunder.com.
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Hea|y Law politicians, recoverjustcompensationwhena away. Representing a number of

the new GM  personiswronged, arealtered, great  these individuals, we have seen first

was forcedto caremustbeexercisedtoensurethat hand what they have gone through

Martin J. Healy, Jr.

Senior Partner

THE Hrary Law Firm

This is the next of a series of columns on how the law can impact your
life. Each month we will focus on various aspects of the law relating to
personalinjuries, those that happen both on-the-job and otherwise, includ-
ing mishaps which occur in driving vehicles, using products and receiving
medical care. The column will also respond to legal questions relating to

personal injury that are sent to us.

The Healy Law Firm is comprised of eight trial attorneys, two of whom
are from Ireland. We are located downtown at 111 West Washington Street,
Suite 1425, Chicago, lllinois 60602 (800-922-4500 or 312-977-0100). www.
HealyLawFirm.com.The firm concentrates in the representation of injured

victims of all types of accidents.

Readers are encouraged to call or write with questions concerning

personal injury law.

The Economic
Downturn and

Recent Automotive
Bankruptcies Have
Had Many Devastating
Effects

The recent economic downturn
and bankruptcies have impacted
every American one way or the
other. With the unemployment rate
at around 10%, millions have lost
their jobs. With foreclosure rates at
unprecedented levels, a countless
number of families have lost their
homes. For the first time in recent
memory, unions and employees
have agreed to pay cuts and unpaid
furloughs. Less publicized, but in
some cases more devastating, are
the impacts on seriously injured
individuals from the automotive
bankruptcies.

Terms of Bankruptcies
Result in Terrible
Hardships and Ironies

It is estimated that GM and
Chrysler have approximately 100
million vehicles on the American
roadways (National Auto Dealers
Association Statement to the Com-
merce, ScienceandTransportation
Committee, U.S. Senate, June,
2009). It is also estimated that
these vehicles represent a sub-
stantial portion of all automotive
deathsand injury claims (National
Highway Transportation Safety
Administration). U.S. taxpayers
arein the process of pumping $40
billion ormoretothese companies.
So what protection does the GM/
Chrysler vehicle owner-taxpayer
getfrom all the governmental sup-
port? Those same taxpayers con-
sumershavevirtuallynoprotection
forinjuries and death from defects

in these vehicles. Under the terms

of the Chrysler bankruptcy, all the

good assets of Old Chrysler were

sold to the new Chrysler (compris-
ing Feat, the U.AW. Union and

the U.S. and Canadian Govern-
ments). Claims arising before the

bankruptcy would have no access

to the new Chrysler assets only to

the Old Chrysler, effectively wip-
ing out the claim.

Also, claims in the future arising
fromanydefectsintheestimated 33
million Chryslers on the road would
have no opportunity to make a
claim against Chrysler. So all those
quadriplegics,paraplegicsandbrain
injured individuals, whose injuries
resulted from defects in Chrysler
vehicles would have no claim.The
same consumer / taxpayer who
supported Chrysler with tax dol-
lars would be left out in the cold if
injured by a Chrysler product.

The GM bankruptcy closely
followed the Chrysler bankruptcy.
Due to the outrage of many in-
dividuals, including consumer
advocates, consumer attorneys,
state Attorneys General,and many

recognizethe
future claims
of victims of
defective GM
_ products. But
Jack Cannon
the hundreds of seriously injured
individuals (many paralyzed and
brain damaged), who had a claim
before the bankruptcy saw their
chances of a fair recovery wiped
out.Thatsituation created another
anomaly. If a person was seriously
injured from a GM vehicle defect,
i.e. faulty tire, seat belts, or roof
protection just after the filing of
bankruptcy, there would be an
opportunity to recover. If another
person driving the same type of
GM vehicle with the exact same
defect was seriously injured, a day
beforethebankruptcy,therewould
be absolutely no opportunity to
recover.

But the irony goes on. Those
significantly injured before the
bankruptcy whose claims were
wiped out and who do not have
sufficient personal assets, will
have toresort to federal and state
aid. So the same taxpayers who
supported Chryslerand GM with
a bailout will again have support
the victims of Chrysler and GM
defective products through Medi-
care, Medicaid and other sources
of governmental aid.

Resolving Huge
Economic Issues
Required Much Care
and Much Concern for
All Who Are Affected

The final status of victims is still
fluid because of pending legislation
in Congress. However, when such
fundamental rights, as the right to

basic fairnessis afforded to, in many
cases, the helpless victims.

For many victims, their day in
court was hot only an opportunity
for just compensation, but also an
opportunity forvindication for them
of many personal issues. Many had
looked forward to their“day in court”
for many years. They were devas-
tated when it was abruptly taken
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WANNA PLAY?

Young musicians come together to play Irish Music...
and have a great time too!

The= Bcadermy of Irish Music students mest orce a week at the Irishrfirencan
Heritsge Cenber inChicage. Students are divided inbo beginner, inbermedia e, srd
senior groups based on ability ard experience. The children come fromall over
the the Metropoltan area. Most of them participate in school bands and
orchestras; many are Suznuki rained. These kids enjoy playing lrish rmusic ard

GROUP LEEE0NS & PAIVATE CLAGEEE
FAuile | Whislle | Bodhras | Fiddls | Viola | Callo

For mard Infomiation ¢oniacl: Noal Kice, Direcior
(773) 726000 « mricefinteraccess.com
www academyofirishmusic.ong

and know what they willgo through
for the rest of their lives without any
hope of their “day in court” or any
fair compensation.

With the Chrysler and GM bank-
ruptcies, the ball was certainly
dropped, when it came to victims of
the defective automobiles.

By Martin J. Healy Jr., and Jack
Cannon.
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The

Irish Rover
By James McClure

2442 MoRTH CLARK STREET

Heare ot The Arms, we pride ourselves on our qusity food,
drinks, and friendly Irish hospitality. Locsted in the heart of
Lincoln Park, our subhentic Trish pub and
restaurant brings & taske of Ireland rght to youwr front door.

Planning & private pary” Let us hast the perfed: event for you
i our beasubiul pafy rooms.
Talk fo a manager foday.
Irish Brunch Sat & Sun 11am - 2pm
Big Open Patie, Plangy Of Seats

Traditional Irish Music with acclaimed Irish
balladeer Paddy Homan - Sundays Spm

Foted Best Irnnsh Bar 2007 by AOL Cuyguide

SouL oF IRELAMD, HEART oF CHICAGD
FI3-4A72-5555 - GaLwaraARMS B\CORE.COM

*URAS GIFT OF MUSICFE
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Music is the inspiratian of che soul. Michael (Murph) Murphy felc
chis inspiracion throughout his Life — a life chat was cut short on

June &, 2004 when he was struck down by 2 hitand run driver.
Murph would have been 32 in Juby.

The Michael . Misrphy Music Schalarship Puad has been cre=aed

o provide music instruments and lessons po childeen fom Gamilies that
do ot have the imancial means oo provids
this cppocoanity.

W @k char pou join us by providing wharever
support you can oo make chat a reality.
A fund raiser his been scheduled on k
Satwrdy, October 10, 2009 at =tk
115 Bourban Street
3359 West 11 5th Scose=t
Merrioaetie Par, 1L
30D pom — B0 pom

Tradltlonal
Irlsh Music

Dinner Speclals

Every Friday
and Saturday

When multi-talented, multi-tasking musician, art-
istand performer Kathleen Keane steps out on stage
in Evanston August 22nd at the SPACE (Society for
the Preservation of Art & Culture in Evanston) venue,
she will be doing nothing new and everything new.

That's because the Chicago born and bred Irish
American, a daughter of two Irish immigrants from the Con-
nemara area who met in England and married in Australia, is
a world talent of such accomplishment and variety that one
is hard pressed to not simply pen a staggering laundry list of
Celtic artistic abilities from stage and screen to dance hall and
concert venue.

Those abilities have taken her impressive body of work from
Chicago to Hollywood to Dublin and back again.

You may have heard or seen of Keane without knowing it
up until a few years ago, given her work in television, film and
dance. But a cornucopia of new ventures is about to make her
hard to miss, although some predict her upcoming concert will
be hard to get tickets for if web buyers don't hit the “Advance
Purchase” option.

With whatisaboutto burstonto thelrishand popular perform-
ing scene, many Chicagoansand others throughout the Midwest
and elsewhere will become familiar with Keane from Irish pub
toiPod, and from festival to auditorium.The news includes the
Evanstonheadlineshowthismonth,asecondmusicalbumrelease
early nextyear,and the ongoing launch of anew band and entre-
preneurial record label with a focus on serving fellow artists.

Six Penny Bit

Entertainment for All!

Walch GAA Feotball & Hurllng
Here on our Blg Screen TV

773-5435-2033

Buy TH1S arling 2r contact us 1o carmy THIS invour Pab,
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Not the Same Old Song and Dance
Kathleen Keane Headlines a Historic Night of Music and More

A Look Back

To know Kathleen is to hear her, on the Irish fiddle, tin
whistleandflute. She hasalso studied with the best (famed rish
stepdancerMichael Flatleyamongothers)andratedamongthe
bestininternational dance and music competitions along the
way, from childhood to adulthood. Early on, she achieved top
three statusin Ireland world championshipsin the fluteand tin
whistle. Just afew years, back Keane was awarded certification
by the Irish Dance Commission in Dublin, having marked a
perfect rating in the music portion.

As heavy in resume as she may be light on her feet, by her
teens in Chicago she had founded the Keane Academy of Irish
Music, in her 20’s cut her first vocal and instrumental album
(the self-titled Kathleen Keane), and bookmarked her many
musical and artistic endeavors from the 1990’s to the 21st
century with acting and flute and whistle playing in the 1991
Ron Howard firefighting film Backdraft and the 2002 Capone-
era epic Road to Perdition starring Tom Hanks.

Hereralivingin Los Angeles concluded with herappearance
onthe soundtrack of the 2005 Howard-directed film Cinderella
Man starring Russell Crowe as the down-and-out boxer making
aDepression eracomeback. Television talk show and televised
drama soundtrack performances came along as well.

The black-haired beauty with bright sky-blue eyes above

. ‘ |
Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas presents an award
of excellence to Kathleen O’'Neill, of the Irish American
Heritage Center Museum, in honor of the museum’s cultural
contributions to Chicagoland. Representatives of some 53
museums and exhibits came to Pappas'downtown Chicago
office for a reception recognizing Chicagoland ethnic
museums and exhibits.

RESTAURANT/PUB
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Apple Buffet!
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RESTAURANT & DELI'S
3121-23 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-588-5781
FAX 773-588-3975
6474 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
PH 773-763-3407 FAX 773-763-3406
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freckle-dappled cheeks and a glowing Irish countenance
added to individual accomplishments with modeling, as well
asachievingaccreditationasalicensed hypnotherapist treating
weight loss, stress reduction and smoking cessation.

As if being a Congressional scholar in Washington in high
school, prior to attending River Forest’s Dominican Univer-
sity on honors and international business scholarships, and
graduating cum laude with a business degree and a minor in
music, wasn't enough.

Individual accomplishments, whether as child prodigy or
virtuoso soloist, would not preclude referring to Keane as a
team player. In the widespread circles of Irish rock and folk
music, she’s made many a ripple as a member of noted bands
including The Drovers, Wilding, Bad Haggis and the endur-
ingly popular Gaelic Storm, which still draws festival crowds
today and reached popular acclaim performing in the movie
Titanic.

“I wouldn’t exactly call me an underachiever,” Keane says
brightly with a shrug as she sips on a glass of iced coffee in
aRogers Park coffee shop, alongside the popular Irish public
house where she regularly plays and leads a session of Irish
musicians.

It's hard to imagine that her occasional gourmet coffee gets
the job done with a continuous, and continuing, career list of
rest-on-your-laurel feats that would seemingly instead be fu-
eled by anonstop IV drip of high octane coffee in double shot
dose, set to three-quarter time.

Kathleen Keane kicks off a strong
summer of performances in Chicagoland.

Lizzie mcnellls

Your DOWNTOWN Irish Pub
Next to the CHICAGO RIVER

Lizzie

mcHNeilll's
*Irish Pub

CHICAGO

400 M. McClurg Court
312-467-1992

Summertime’s Hottest Irish Ticket

Later, walking confidently in a peach sundress to the shore
of Lake Michigan on a warm Windy City day, Keane, whose
upcoming Evanston concert will likely sell out, is the picture
of a summer filled with promise, a season filled with joy.

This renaissance woman’s most recent re-tooling started, in
part, at SPACE, where in March the talent booker saw Keane
playing in support of Karen Casey (who appeared alongside
Keane on Windham Hill's 2001 Celtic Christmas Silver An-
niversary music CD) and said “you belong as a headliner
here!”

And so that's where Kathleen Keane returns to do a head-
line show for the first time in more than 10 years. The SPACE
(Society for the Preservation of Art & Culture in Evanston) is
aremarkable indoor urban performance venue in Downtown
Evanston conveniently at the foot of the CTA Purple Line
Dempster el stop and not farfrom the Ravinia Festival travelers
of the Metra rail passenger North Line.

A Headliner? In music and performance circles that is
akin to boxing’s main event, horse racing’s featured race, or
professional baseball’s Major Leagues. Not bad for a girl who
self-admittedly is “not very good at sports.”

“It's alot of work to headline a show. You oversee all aspects
and are responsible for the end result,’ explains Keane, whose
international business education now comes to the fore. |
have the confidence now to take on what will be a very unique
show.”

Keane's multi-faceted August headline act at the top of her
game will be a reunion of sorts of with those she’s performed
with, forand alongside over the past 20 years in four separate
decades. Variety Show isn't the correct term artistically, but
it's an apt one.

All That and More

With Keane and friends doing vocals, fiddle, whistles, flute,
squeezebox, and chair dancing,amore apt name mightbeThe
Kitchen Sink Tour since that’s about the only thing Kathleen
isn't throwing in, not to mention personally playing as an
instrument.

A Chicago Irish Sampler would also do well; Musicians
playing with Kathleen on the 22nd include Dennis Cahill,

# Jimmy Moore, Mike Kirkpatrick (The Drovers), Jim Conway,

AlphaStewart, Amy Richter, Devin Shepherd, Maureen (Keane)

| Staunton, Kathy Heneghan, Sheila Coyle, Colleen and Kayla

Staunton and perhaps a few more. Chicago’s Irish chanteuse
Catherine Mary O’'Connell will be the special guest artist that
night.

It's a family affair, too, with Keane’'s talented sister and
nieces included in the list of noted performers.

“I've worked with so many talented people over the years,’

-
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Keane says with a genuine feeling of gratitude.“Having close
to 20 musicians of their caliber in one place will be unique,
historic and just plain amazing!”

What's new is old and what's old is new for Chicago’s many
faceted and talented Irish musician/singer/writer/promoter/
model/dancer/actress/entrepreneur/performer.

For info on Kathleen Keane's advance tickets, music record-
ings and upcoming events, visit www.kathleenkeane.com.

E-mail Jim at IrishRoverJim@aol.com.

\
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Profiles Theatre 2009- 2010 Season

Profiles, one of Chicago’s longest-running
ensemble theatres, is presenting its 21st sea-
son of new and challenging works, beginning
with an extended run of the hit production of
Graceland by Ellen Fairey.

The Profiles Theatre season also includes
the Midwest premiere of The Mercy Seat
by Neil LaBute; the
Midwest premiere of
Body Awareness by
Annie Baker,and Tracy
Letts’ modern classic
Killer Joe.

Profiles has reno-

to make sense of their father’s recent suicide.
Sara’s one night stand with Joe, an aging
lothario, brings further trouble in the form of
Joe's mercurial teenage son, Miles. Graceland
is a comedic drama about the loneliness of
family, the tenderness of strangers and the
unexpected benefits of bad decisions.

The Mercy Seat
Previews: September
25-September 30, 2009
Run: October 1- November
15,2009

vated its theatre space
for the 21st season by
installing two spacious restrooms, improved
theatre seats and other technical upgrades.

Graceland
Now through September 13, 2009

Chicago’s oldest cemetery is the backdrop
for Graceland, the story of four lonely Chica-
goanswhoselivescollideone Augustweekend
while the Blue Angels airshow is in town. As
fighter jets buzz the skies from dusk till dawn,
estranged brother and sister Sam and Sara try

Chicago

Premiere of High Fidelity

The Route 66 Theatre Company will pres-
ent the Chicago premiere of High Fidelity...

The Musical at Pipers Alley Theater, 1608
N. Wells Street in Chicago. The show will

preview August 7, 2009; open Monday,

August 17 at 7pm; and run through October
4,2009.

Partrock concertand partoffbeat romantic
comedy, High Fidelity. .. The Musical is based

IT'S GREAT CRAIC,
welLlL WORTh A dEKKO

Watch GWC's Rose of Tralea®
Celebration—a 24-hour festival
of everything Irish, including our
largest selection of Irish imports

Theatre at the

onthe 2000film starring John Cusack that has
become a cult classic around the world.
High Fidelity... The Musical follows Rob,
thethirty-something ownerof Championship
Vinyl, a beloved Chicago record store. When
his current relationship with girlfriend Laura
goes south, Rob enlists the help of his two

overcoming the misconceptions and fears of
adults, Footloose is an inspiring tale about
embracing change and celebrating life. The
smash musical features electrifying dance
sequences and a dazzling hit score including
80's favorites "Almost Paradise, “Let’s Hear

it for the Boy,""Holding Out for a Hero,” and

quirky clerks to expound on theintricacies of “Footloose.”

life and music while revisit-
ing his former relationships
to find out where he went
wrong.

www.route66theatre.
org. 312.664.8844.

Footloose at

Center

Whatever the thermom-
eter might say; this sum-
mer will be hitting the 80s
on stage at Theatre at the
Center! The 1980’s musi-
cal Footloose cut looses
through August 16 at The-

atre at the Center, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster,

Indiana.
A compelling story of teenage rebellion

When free-spirited Ren
moves from Chicago to a
conservative small town in
the Midwest, hediscoversthat
wide open spaces sometimes
come with very narrow minds.
The repressive local minister,
Reverend Moore, has con-
vincedthetowntobandancing
and rock n’ roll music. Com-
plications arise when Ren falls
inlove with Reverend Moore’s
strong-willed daughter, Ariel.
Togethertheystarttostand up
for their beliefs and revitalize
thespirits of thetown, winning
overtheheartsandsoulsofthe
whole community in an effort
to make dancing legal again.

219.836.3255. Tickets.com at 800.511.1552.
www.TheatreAtTheCenter.com.

If you have

SLEEP APNEA

and are not happy with your CPAP
we may have a simple,
comfortable solution for you.

before the holidays. Everyone's
on about it 5o be sure o
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All Day, Septamhe_:r 9

Call (708) 422-1900
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www.dentalslsspireaimentcenters.com
firscsimant Is frequently coversd by madical Insurance)

Dr. Hogz 19 a former Instrucior at the University of Titinols
Dental School and Lecturer fn Dental Sleep Medicine,
He was also featured on Foxr TV's American Health Frent.

DENTAL SLEEP
TREATMENT CENTERS

James |. Hogg, DDS5
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Willow Springs Is Now “Irish Country”

The new, Stag’s Head Irish Coun-
try Pub and Restaurant located at
8933 S. Archer in Willow Springs
will open its doors to the public this
month.

Long a dream of successful pub/
restaurantentrepreneur/owner,Mar-
tin Cosgrave, to purchase the land
and building with its beautiful brick
facade, the opportunity presented
itself in the down economy, and
Martin couldn't resist. “The banks
aren’t working with me like they
used too, so I'm using mostly my
own money!” he laughed.

This unique building and the sur-
rounding area has many historical
aspects. It is claimed to be one of

the most haunted locations in Chi-

cago,andhasbeenfeaturedinmany
television documentaries.

Builtasaroadhouse backin the
late 1920's by the original owners,
the O’'Henry’s, the Stag’s Head Irish
Country Pub is directly across the
streetfrom the famousWillowbrook
Ballroom, where "Resurrection
Mary" has been known toroam the
length of Archer Avenue.

It's said that the infamous gang-
ster AlCapone owned itatonetime.
The building has been rumored to
have had tunnels in the basement

-
L

ANDREW
STRONG
of "THE COMMITMENTS"
Friday Auvgust 14

hot house ﬂnwer:

leading across the street and also
to a nearby cemetery. The Stag’s
Head is nestled alongside the for-
est preserve which is said to be
sacred Indian grounds dating back
hundreds of years ago.

Martin Cosgrave aided by Mi-
chael Conneely;hasbeenthe owner
of many pubs in the past 20 years,
such as Irish Times in Brookfield,
now owned by his nephew Martin
Lynch. Martin knows what it takes
to be successful in this business.
The Stag’s Head has taken on many
changes, the biggest being the ad-
dition of a new kitchen, fireplace
and an additional bar. It’s an ideal

of Men at Work.
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RICSes E.ll;lﬂ.

location for private parties. The old

kitchen is now known as the Snug- %

aplacetounwind with afew games
and a pint of Guinness. One of the
loveliest features is the waterfall
andpondlocatedinthenewlypaved
brick beer garden and additional
outdoor seating is available on the
front deck.

The menu consists of the tradi- |

tional Irish specialties, along with
many fresh salads, sandwiches,
Char-grilled entrees and a variety
of seafood. All you can eat fish fry
on Wednesday and Friday, and an
appetizer special from 4pmto 7pm
daily. The Cosgrave family would
like to thank all their patrons for
theirloyal supportthroughtheyears
andlooksforward to seeingthemall
in the near future.

Plenty of parking, and a bike trail
nearby makes the Stag’s Head an
ideal place to gather. Gooninand
check out some of the original fur-
nishings, and memorabilia. You'll
be glad you did! 708-330-5264,
www.thestagsheadpub.com.

Plctures & front cover by Cathy Curry, WWW. 4g|rlsphotography com.
Below: Martin Cosgrave, Mike Conneely. Photo by Mike Healy
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On August 9th, Al James will be celebrating
his 4th year of entertaining“table-side” magic
at Hackney’s Restaurant in Palos Park. Hack-
ney’s is an Irish-owned establishment, with
Celtic artifacts in the lobby and dining room.
When performing at tables, Al does card tricks,
coin tricks, rope tricks, does with balloons,
allthe while continuing a line of patter that is
laugh-out-loud funny. Hackney’s is located at
123rd St. and LaGrange Rd. 77-448-8300.

AL James has been a full-time profes-
sional magician since 1971. In addition to
his restaurant work, he travels all over the US
doing shoes. The City of Chicago gave him
a Citizen's Award for hypnotizing a police-
man to help him remember the license plate
number of a man wanted for 12 rape casesin
the Chicago area.

He does “table-side” magic at Hackney’s
from 4-7pm and is also available for enter-
tainment in events in the party rooms. 773-
765-1990.

Kick in for Kordas Benefit

After marrying her husband, Pat, Sue
Kordas adopted the Southside as herhome—
and the Southside has adopted Sue as one of
their own. For over 20 years, Sue has been
an active member of the St. Bernadette, St.
Cajetan, Marist High School, and club vol-
leyball communities.

She is the proud mother of Kathleen (19),
Tricia (18), Molly (15), and Bobby (13). Pat,
an electrician by trade, is now a member of
the Chicago Fire Department.

In 2005, Sue was diagnosed with Synovial
Sarcoma—a rare form of cancer that attacks
the body’s soft tissues. Synovial sarcoma
has a very high rate of recurrence, and there
is no cure for it. In Sue’s case, the cancer is

attacking the soft tissues in her chest, start-
ing on her lung. Surgery to remove the first
tumor necessitated a removal of about half of
herright lung, and included subsequent che-
motherapy and radiation treatments. Despite
the aggressive treatment, within 6 months a
tumor the size of a grapefruit had returned in
the same area. Another round of surgery and
chemotherapy followed. A trip to the world
famous Sloan-Kettering Cancer Centerin New
York offered no new insights into treatment.
Sue has been involved in clinical trials, but
the tumors continue to grow—and are now
wrapping around her esophagus, vena cava,
andherheart.Suecontinuestoendureconstant
chemotherapy treatments to stem the growth
of the tumors—buying time until doctors can

Mtwtr (D) Avialinkies Moroy - MY PUsriblny” Bioey
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Al James—Making Magic at Hackney’s
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find a clinical trial that will effectively stop
the massive tumors that are housed in her
chest and back.

Those who know her will attest that Sue
is a fighter, and has faced this battle with a
strength and dignity that astounds her family
and friends. However, this fight has taken its
tollon the family. Because of the ongoing treat-
ments, Sue has been unable toworkfor several
years.The family faces mounting medical bills
that have caused day-to-day struggles, espe-
cially in their commitment to their children’s
Catholiceducation.Inanattempttorelievethe
financial burden on Sue, her family and friends
are hosting a benefit—Kick In 4 Kordas—on
September 27, 2009 at 115 Bourbon Street
in Merrionette Park, IL from 2pm-7pm. The
benefit committee is seeking your help and
prayers. Any donations, gift certificates, silent
auction items, beverages, merchandise raffle
prizes,ormonetary donationswould begreatly
appreciated. Corporatesponsorsforitemssuch
as T-shirts and koozies are also needed.

Please visit their website at www.kickin4kor-
das.com for further information on ways you
can help Sue and her family. Monetary dona-
tions can be mailed to: Kick In 4 Kordas Ben-
efit Committee, c/o Founders Bank, 3052 W.
111th Street, Chicago, IL 60655, Attn: Sharon
Duer. Or you can make a donation via PayPal
on the “Kickin4Kordas” website. Thank you
for your support and generosity.

Private E'H'E'Itﬂ
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Swimming
Upstream
By Charles Brady

Saint Bono Will Appear Live

on the Sacred Turf. (Except it's Gone).

There have been many moments in the half-
century of my existence on this strange little mud-
ball that we call the planet Earth, when | have felt
thatlhave gone completelyinsane, butyesterday
has to rank as one of the most memorable.

When I looked at Croke Park being ripped to
shreds just because a diminutive little egoma-
niacal singer called Bono, from the Dutch band
U2, wanted different grass seeds flown in from
England—I really did feel that it was time to put
me in that straightjacket and hose me down.

Assoon as the Leinster football final between
Dublin and Kildare was over, the diggers moved
in and removed every sod of grass from the
place to make way for the Dutch band'’s concerts
featuring the tedious and overblown 360 tour,
which we simple mortals will be subjected to
from July 24th.

You can'tget much crazier than this, although
I'm sure that Bono can, as he lectures us on not
sending enough money to Africa. When you
have an ego as big as his, you can get away with
anything.

This does take the whole cake, though. I don't
understand it myself, butforthose whoreally care
about such things, removing what is considered
to be sacred turfjust because a midget wants it
5o, seems, well, we'll say odd.

Everybody is now doing a damage limita-
tion exercise, with denials flying right, left and
centre but, unfortunately, what's on the record
stays that way.

Here’s the stadium director Peter McKenna:

“The sod is coming from a farm in Scunthorpe.
We could certainly get turf here but not the seed
specification that we need.’

[So much for “buy Irish where so many
adequate people are out of jobs. Let’s buy from
England instead". Hell, Bono says so, what are
you gonna do?]

Still, there's hope as, fora change, Irish people
areangry about something:“People who were at
the game were furious after the match, as they
had witnessed this epic game and were not even
out of Croke Park when the diggers rolled in to
get ready for the U2 gig”"

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Corrigan Financial Services, Inc.
Money Concepts Financial Planning Centre
Established 1980
Retirement Planning Specialist
for
Individuals - Families - Business

Investment - Tax - Estate Planning
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Mike & Chuck Corrigan
(708)482-3800

K Member International Association for Financial Planning /

Mr. McKenna also
added that the bill will
be shared—and since
hundreds of vans are
taking the sod away, |
can only speculate on
what that bill will be—
betweentheDutchband

U2 and the stadium di-
rectors.

Nice work, if you can get it.

But what are they complaining about, really?
After all, this is U2, the band that moved to Hol-
land as soon as they heard that they might have
to pay some tax here in their own country.

They should be grateful that we have a God
on Earth called Bono. Sorry, two Gods—I al-
most forgot about
the guy who wears
the tea-cosy on his
head all the time,
and mumbles stuff
that the average
human can't under-
stand, The Edge.

We should be
grateful that Bono
can walk on water,
heal the sick, cure
the ills of Africa,
and drone endless-
lyonabouttheway
that we're spoiling
the environment,
while U2 run up

h
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Late Nite Catechism

| know that I'm grateful.

Meanwhile, there is a stump of a tree
down in County Limerick that every idiot
in Ireland is gravitating towards because
they believe that they can see the Virgin
Mary in it.

They'rekissingitand hanging rosary beads
around the tree stumps stump.

I'm not that well up on it, but isn't there
something in that big book called The Bible
that tells you not to worship graven images?

Anyway, for my money it's probably the
image of Bono or that other new saint that
we have, Michael Jackson.

OK, they're taking me away now, as it's
hard to type with a straightjacket on you.

Hope to see you next month.
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Piping It In

Jack Baker

Most of the summeris past,and next month
signals the return to school for a good many
of us, at least the younger part of us. Many of
the greatfests are already past, but some of the
biggest and best take place this month. Top of
the pile, as always, Milwaukee Irish Fest, none
bigger,none better.Gotoirishfest.comand see
what's in store for us on the third weekend in
August. Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday—
you can't seeitall, so plan your visit carefully;
use the website and plan on seeing Salsa Celt-
ica, Vishten, Captain Mackey's Goatskin and
String Band, and Tantrum featuring the always
wonderful Kathleen Keane. Am | sounding a
little “over the top” about Kathleen? You see
herbandTantrumandyou'llberight there next
tome, crying her praises and the praises of the
band she’s put together.Honest to God, itdon't
getmuchbetter.Thisis notto say that these are
the only bands you want to see at Milwaukee's
Irish Fest. The lineup is full to overflowing
with the finest talent around, it always is—but
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these are some of the
ones you might miss
not knowing just how
special they are. You
won'tbedisappointed
with the Milwaukee
show, whether you

g go for one day or all
four—but |ftheres anyway you can go for all
four, by all means do so.

Good news arrived the other day. The good
folks who put on the Oshkosh Irish Fest are
already at work on next year’s show. It will be
the weekend following the Gaelic Park Fest.
Personally, | can't wait—awonderful huge fest
like Gaelic Park, followed the next week by a
small but beautiful show like Oshkosh.

As | type this I'm still recovering from the
wonderful time | had at the Irish American
Heritage Center’s fest. Had a good time hang-
ing out with my fellow columnists, most of
whom were there. Great chatting with Mike
Houlihan, if you haven't read his book or seen
his movies, get on it. This guy is a genuine Chi-
cagotreasure. Speaking of treasures, who did |
seesweepingthefloorinthecenteronSaturday
morning than BobMcNamara, presidentofthe
Center but not one to stand by when there'sa
job that needs doing. Yeah, I'm impressed by
this kind of “lead from the front” leadership.
Good on you Bob, this is the kind of spirit
that built the Irish American Heritage Center
and will keep it strong into the future. By the
way, | suppose most people have heard that
the Center was burglarized on Saturday night.
Somedirty buggergotthesafewiththestartup
money for Sunday in it. This is a kick in the
behind for all of us who use and are part of
the center. It means we're all going to have to
work a bit harder this year to help the center
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get over this hit. Plan on attending a couple
more functions than usual, or come down to
the center on Friday or Saturday night for a
great night's entertainment, or write a checkiif
you've got the extra cash. Together we can get
past this crime, and continue to build our Irish
American Heritage Center. Together.

There were great performances at the
center this year. Paddy Homan and his band
had a great set, people were raving about it.
Screaming Orphans were also outstanding;
these young ladies just get better and better.
| enjoyed Dyed in the Wool and particularly
enjoyed Kim Bigler'sinterpretive dance during
their last number. She never fails to surprise
me. Naturally, Gaelic Storm brought the house
down on Sunday night. They simply are the
best band on the circuit today.

New Releases

One of the most enjoyable bands I've seen
in recent years is a family band out of New
York called MacTalla Mor. Lead by Mom, Patty
Devlin Ofgang, who we tease, calling her the
leader of the Celtic Partridge Family, this band
has plowednewgroundand createdasound of
their own.The first part of their special sound
comes from brothers Jesse and Levon Ofgang,
who are two of the hottest young pipers I've
seen. The second part of their unique sound
comes from their sister llana, who has a pretty
impressive set of pipes herself that powers her
stunning voice. Together they have produced
some of my most memorable moments in
Celtic music with haunting vocals, strong
pipes, and superb backing musicians. | bring
all this up to introduce their newest CD, their
fourth and the best so far, called The New Co-
lossus. This CD features the most innovative

arrangementsthebandhasyetperformed,and
thefinest vocals by the irrepressible llana. This
girl can sing. I regret that they are so seldom
bookedinthisarea. Come on promoters, here's
abandthatlguaranteeyouhave notheardthe
like of before. You can hear sound bites of their
CDs at their website www.mactalla.com. This
is a new sound by a band that works hard at
their music. Give them a try.

While working at the Ohio Scottish Games
this year, | lucked into another musical treat.
Thereare bothfiddleand harp competitionsin
Ohioand they're both dynamite to watch. This
yearattheharp competition.|had the pleasure
to meet two sisters who play harp duets and
are known as “The Hired Hands.” Sairey and
Allison Miller have just released their first CD
titled Something and let me tell you this CD
is“Something”indeed. For those of you who
were spellbound by the harp duets of Sileas,
here’s another pair of harpists who know the
bounds of their instruments, and aren't afraid
to take you there and back. Along with won-
derful harp duets, which frankly would have
beenenoughto entrance me, these ladies also
perform some beautiful vocals,and back each
other on a raft of other instruments. This CD
has been selling like mad among those lucky
tohave hadachancetohearit.|t's special, and
wonderful,and heads above most of what I've
heard coming down the road recently.

Sorry to hear of the passing of two great
guys in Ohio recently. Art Sweet and Colin
Cranston were two wonderful friends of mine
who will be missed by all that knew them. You
guys made a difference, and the sun won't
shine quite so bright without you.

Slainté. You know | love to hear from you.
Callmeatthe store 630-834-8108 or email me
at pipingitin@comcast.net.

St. Patrick Fathers Concert with Margo O'Donnell

On Saturday, October 24th, Margo
O'Donnell will return to Chicago with a
brand new show. The
St. Patrick Fathers are
presenting a concert
and dance at 7pm at
the Irish American
Heritage Center, 4626
N. Knox in Chicago,
featuring Ireland’s
queen of country and
Irish music, award-
winning singing star
Margo O'Donnell.

After the concert, gather in The Social

Center for music, singing, and all your favorite
Irish dances.

This is a feature per-
formance by Margo with
Johnny Gleason, Joe Cul-
len, and Ted Healy. Tea,
coffee,andlrish sodabread
will be served.

To purchase tickets call
the St. Patrick Fathers of-
fice at (773) 973-3737.
Tickets are reserved seat-
ingonly and available now.
Donation is $35. Proceeds
benefit St. Patrick Fathers' missions.
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- Mike Morley

Hell’s Hotel

Writing in Britain's Guardian last October,
Kirk Leech scorned the lack of public reaction
in 1981 to the deaths by starvation of 10 IRA
prisoners:

"Atthetime when this British penal horror show
actually existed, few in England saw it as a cause
celebre, orindeed drew comparisons with other
colonial prisons that the British had overseen.
The reality was that much of the British left and
liberal opinion had decided long before that the
struggle for Irish freedom had little to do with
them."While many wore badges supporting the
ANC and the PLO, and marched for the Sandini-
stas, they refused to supportastruggle withinthe
borders of their supposedly democratic country,
havingacceptedthattherepublicanstruggle was
little more than gangsterism and terrorism.”

“This acquiescence to British propaganda
played a key role in hiding the true nature of
Britain's dirty war in Ireland. This cowardice ef-
fectivelyallowed the likes of Sands, the nine other
hunger strikers and a whole political movement
to be seen as criminals in the UK. No wonder
the IRA believed it had to bring its war to the
streets of the UK”

Margaret Thatcher had decreed:“There is no
such thing as political murder, political bomb-
ing or political violence. There is only criminal
murder, criminal bombing and criminal violence.
We will not compromise on this. There will be no
political status.”

[twas anincredibly arrogantand outrageous
statement coming from the leader of a country
posing as a beacon of democracy—a country
which less than a decade before (January 30,
1972) had put an abrupt end to the N. Ireland
Civil Rights Assn. with the murder of 14 unarmed
Catholic marchers in the streets of Derry; and
followed up two years later (May 17, 1974) with
collusion in the murder of 33, and injury to 300
more, Irish civilians in Dublin and Monahan.

The occasion for Leech’s column was the
release of a film that at the Cannes Film Festival
won both the Camera d’Or and the Discovery
Award; and took the Golden Hugo at the Venice
Film Festival. Its director won the Gucci Group
Award at the Toronto International Film Festival.
The film is Hunger.

Never heard of it? Hunger also won the Gold
Hugo for Best Film, and its lead actor, Michael
Fassbender won the Silver Hugo for Best Actor
right here at the Chicago International Film
Festival.

Fassbenderwasbornin Heidelberg, Germany
and raised in Killarney, Co. Kerry. His father is
from Germany and his mother from Northern
Ireland. Other film credits include Band of Broth-
ers and 300.

Director Steve McQueen is a London artist
bornin 1969, of Afro-Caribbean parentage. With
aname like McQueen and from that part of the
world, could he be a descendant of Irish slaves?
Don't know.

McQueen won the Turner Prize in 1999, and
was awarded an OBE by the Queen in 2002. He

was so committed toHun-
ger he put his director’s
salary into the film.
The Independent, UK:
“McQueen’s rationale for
wanting to make the film
was that the IRA hunger
strikes were ‘the most
important eventin British history in the past 30
years, bar none—much more so than the miners’
strike or anything else | can think of. The fact
that 10 men starved to death in a British prison
cell... that's pretty massive. McQueen recalls, as
an 11-year-old boy, seeing Bobby Sands'face on
the TV news night after night, the growing days
of his hunger strike displayed at the bottom of
the screen.’l asked my mother and father what
was going on, and they told me, McQueen says.
‘At that age, it was very difficult to understand—
someone who gave up eating food in order to
be heard. He stops for a second. Twenty-seven
years later, that story was still baffling me, and |
really needed to go and look at it visually. It was
like the whole thing had never happened—the
25th anniversary of Bobby Sands’ death, there

m

was nothing in the papers, or hardly anything.

Hunger has not received wide release here.
It played in New York and LA for a short time,
apparently at one theater in each city. Its treat-
ment by film distributors recalls an earlier film
on the Irish conflict, Hidden Agenda. The 1990
Ken Loach film, a fictionalized treatment of
the John Stalker Inquiry, depicted figures at the
highest levels of British government conspiring
with Orange paramilitaries to murder nationalist
opponents. Hidden Agenda won the Jury Prize
atCannes and was nominated for Best European
Film at the Goya Awards. But producer John
Daly could not get a distributor to run the film
in theatres. Daly believed in it, however, and
went to the extraordinary length of reaching out
to the Irish American community, inviting them
to movie houses in several cities for previews. |
saw it downtown at, | think, the Oriental. If there
were 50-60 people there, it was a lot. Daly himself
stood by to answer questions about the film.

Hidden Agenda took in a little over $69,000
in total box office. Daly went on to a success-
ful Hollywood career, garnering 13 Oscars and
21 Oscar Nominations for his films, including
unprecedented back-to-back Best Picture Oscars

for Platoon and The Last Emperor. He died in
October 2008.

So, is Hunger facing a Hidden Agenda treat-
ment? The movie's total U.S. box office so far is
about $154,000—hardly a ripple.

It's been out around the world for a year now.
My daughterKatheryn justcompleted asemester
in Ireland via Northeastern lllinois University's
exchange program with Limerick University.
She told me the Hunger DVD was in Irish stores,
and had she known | was looking for it, would
have brought one back—albeit a PAL (European
format) version.

IFC Films acquired US rights in March of '08.
The company was to release Hunger in theatres
and via Video on Demand. It also announced
an exclusive deal with Blockbuster Video. It
was then slated for a US opening in March this
year. Then it was June. As of writing, there is
no new date.

| called IFC in New York to ask about a re-
lease date, and had a hard time finding anyone
involved with publicizing the film. Finally, a girl
there told me Hunger had been released in NY
and LA last year. When | implied the film had
run only days or a week in one theatre in those
cities, she claimed it was “about a month,” and
said she would get someone“involved with the
film” to call me back. But the call never came.
Some promotional effort!

Is the film's reception here muted for fear of
waking the Irish giant? Despite Tribune critic
Michael Phillips opinion that it is “a film that
overall is designed, inevitably, to enrage,’ it is
also designed to be steadfastly apolitical.

Rex Reed: “Mr. McQueen’s brutal film, while
refusing to proselytize orendorse the IRAs tactics
and/or Bobby Sands'radical views, zoomsin on
the dark corners of a human ordeal nobody out-
side the filthy prison walls of H Block... could
ever have imagined. The resultis aground-break-
ing canvas of degradation and torture that makes
Hieronymus Bosch look like Norman Rockwell...
Therefusal of British photographer and visual art-
istMcQueen, whowrotethestarkscreenplay with
EndaWalsh, to take sides or stake out a position
on the Irish “Troubles’ results in a nonpartisan
film that seems more like a documentary than a
narrative... It'sa brilliant work of power, maturity
and vision that should not be missed.”

Roger Ebert: “If you do not hold a position
on the Irish Republican cause, you will not find
one here... Thereis hardly a sentence in the film
about Irish history or politics..."

I'm hoping more than a few Americans will
be able to see this sometime soon.

E-mail: IrishTV@ameritech.net

Watch: IRISH JOURNAL TELEVISION

Chicago cable-CAN-TV, Channel 19:
Monday 7pm, Tuesday 2pm. Comcast-(Skokie
system) 24 North suburbs-Ch. 19 (or 35):
Tuesday, 6pm. Comcast-(Elmhurst system) 41
West suburbs—-Channel 19: Tuesday 7:30pm
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For The Republic

THE 6-COUNTIES have been
British territory for the past decade.
They were made so when both
“Irish” and British gov'ts ratified
the results of the 1998 referendum
vote by the people bothsides of the
border. The vote was a landslide
YES to enact into law the terms of
the Good Friday Agreement (GFA).
The GFA was initiated by MI5
(Britain’s FBI) who got long-time
asset (and one-time IRA patriot)
Gerry Adams to promote its enact-
ment. Irish voters proved amazing
gullible. No nationalist could have
voted for the GFA had they read it. |
wrote here at the time; “The GFA is
comprised of 67.5 pages of legally
unenforceable bafflegab, mutually-
contradictory statements, and aspi-
rational posturing.Onlyahalf-page
oftextis clear and enforceable. This
half-page requires the abolition of
the Irish Constitution’s Articles 2
and 3 which identifies Ireland as
the entire island and its territorial
waters."Thus, when the people on
both sides of Ireland’s partition
voted YES for that GFA, they hand-
ed the Six Counties to Britain. To

were set up andkilled in Loughgall
in 1987. Adams’ office manager
Dennis Donaldson, before being
killed by persons unknown, had
been aBrit agent for some 20 years.

"

Scappaticci, the IRA's “enforcer of
internal discipline,” was another
MI5 operative. Space prohibits cit-
ing abundant evidence of Adams/
McGuinness treachery.

EXCUSES abound to “justify”
the sell-out. The main falsehood is
that “the GFA ended the violence!
The truth is that violence had
peaked as far back as 1973, and
had decreased to small numbers
years before MI5 initiated the GFA.
Britain, having won by bribery and
deception what it failed to win
against IRA volunteers, is now
mopping up.

BRITAIN'S MOP-UP includes
resumption of its earlier crimes;
its casual murders of Catholics, its
beatings and abuse/torture of Irish
prisoners. Excepting SAOIRSE, the
news mediadon‘treportthecrimes,
so this is “peace.” The Brit “inves-
tigations” into its atrocities have
slowedtoastop.Goingnowhereare

accomplish this, MI5 and its “IRA” “investigations”into Bloody Sunday,

assets had for years been eliminat-
ing IRA members who would never
sell out. Thus eight of the very best

the Dublin/Monaghan bombings,
the mass murder in McGurk’s bar,
the Miami Showband, etc. Ditto

wrongful incarcerations. For ex-
ample, Colin Duffy received his
most recent injuries on July 7th
from prison guards. Instead of
prosecuting the Brit Intel agents
who murdered Attys. Pat Finnu-
cane and Rosemary Nelson, Duffy
is now being framed for Nelson’s
murder. MI5/FBI converted the
sixth sequential bloodless IRA
property bombing into the murder
of 29 in Omagh for which they
blame the IRA, thus maintaining
the pattern they created in Win-
netka. There the Langert family
massacre, perpetrated with FBI
agent Lewis’ gun by David Biro,
was blamed by MI5/FBI agent
Buckley on the IRA before fram-
ing me for it. The murderer saved
me by blabbing through his MI5/
FBI cover into life without parole,
in Pontiac prison. Buckley is quite
the frame-up artist. He framed my
wife, Frank O'Neill, Tony McCor-
mick and me (twice). He then took
life-long criminal David Rupert to
Ireland, and helped MI5 arrange in
Omagh a greater atrocity than was
perpetrated with FBI agent Lewis’
guninWinnetka. MI5/FBl's Omagh
massacre was converted into the
frame-up of Michael McKevitt
(twice) Colm Murphy, Liam Camp-
belland Seamus Daly. Beyond the
framing of Irish patriots, Omagh's
purposewastobe“thebombtoend
allbombs,"the rationale for voting
the Six Counties British.
RICHARD JEWELL, R.I.P.
During McKevitt's Dublin “trial”

Ruperttestified thatagent Buckley
had left him alone in Ireland to fly
toAtlanta’s 1996 Olympic bombing
site. There Buckley et al framed
Jewell for it before returning to
concentrate on planning Omagh.
Jewell was later vindicated and
awarded $2-3 million. All of MI5/
FBI's frame-ups have impunity. .

U.S. JUSTICE. Say what you
will about it: all six of the Buckley
gang's frame-upsin the U.S. failed
when brought to U.S. justice, while
all five of their later frame-ups suc-
ceeded in courts on both sides of
Ireland’s partition.

A KEY PART of Britain’s mop-
up is underway here. MI5/FBI is
still at work, so despite the readily
available homicide records (see
www.terrorismireland.org), the
news media perpetuate “IRA ter-
rorism.” Recent history is being
rewritten. For example, in this
paper’s July edition, a columnist
falsely reports that Alderman Pat
O’Connor “helped pass every one
ofthelrishResolutions presentedto
the Council over the years.” While
| presented essentially all of them,
including the Birmingham Six one,
andannual onesfor Bloody Sunday,
etc., some to Ald. Sheahan, others
to Ald. Burke, readers will remem-
berthatakeyonewasthe MacBride
Principles for Fair Employment in
Northern Ireland. It was to Burke
that | presented it. After a few
months delay, | agreed to have
the Mayor introduce it. Months
later, the Mayor’s office phoned to
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me,

ask that it be spearheaded by Ald.
O’Connor who needed an edge
in hisimpending election contest
against O'Malley. After further
months of connivance including
back-dated correspondence from
O’Connor’s office, it was clear
that the three entrusted were op-
posed to passage (as was Ireland’s
Consul General, who spoke in
Springfield against passage of the
lllinois MacBride bill). | canceled
O’Connor and sought an honest al-
derman.We chose Ald. Tom Murphy
who said he'd try. He soon phoned
back saying passage was ensured
as the minority aldermen were se-
curely aboard. A week later, Murphy
introduced it. Only when passage
was certain did Daley, Burke and
O'Connor support it. Thus, credit
forenactment of Chicago's key Irish
Resolution goes to now-Judge Tom
Murphy (who relates his very amus-
ing confrontation with the British
Consul who was chauffeured in his
Jaguaroutto Murphy’s officeat 83rd
and Kedzie to dissuade him.)
GERRY ADAMS, having suc-
cessfully led MI5’s Good Friday
Agreement which made the Six
Counties British, is now promoted
by his collaborators as seeking
Ireland’s reunification. This is
bizarre. A main promoter of the
GFA and its hand-over of the Six
Counties now claiming to support
reunification! Does someone think
that Irish-America is that stupid?
Someone evidently does. The July
IAN includes a lengthy promotion

of that con-job. Attempting to falsely

it to an imaginary “pig-roast” dur-

ing the 1798 Rising and the landing of
French forces in Mayo, the promoter
repeatedly refers to the French as“Span-
ish.” He refers to Clan na Gael as “the
leading Irish Republican organizationin
Chicago...” His CnG is relatively new.
Adams'gang started it after Adams sold

Its members didn't care that two

fellow-members were MI5/FBI moles.
Chicago’s original CnG has existed for
a century. Only when the Adams gang
failed to take it over did they set up their
false-flag “CnG." The Chicago CnG

rejected them upon being warned

by East coast CnGs that the same gang
had joined them in such numbers as to
vote themselves into control. They then
stripped those CnGs' treasuries and
otherassetsandsentthe proceedstothe
MI5/Adams HQ in Belfast. Chicago’s
real CnG owns valuable cemetery plots,
the proceeds of which would have simi-
larly gone to MI5.

WHICH BRIT REG'T starved your
ancestors? See my www.irishholocaust.

WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS?
See www.terrorismireland.org. Contact

312/664-7651 or fogartyc@att.net.
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* Shannan Ravers Bagpipe Band

« Paddy's Super Clearance Sale

# 12 |rish Musical Parformances
* § Irish Dance Groups
* Wee Ones” Activity Area

* Irish Dog competition

For information ; 847.634.0339 » www.LongGroveOnline. com

Sponsored by Paddy’s on the Sguare, Long Grove

2:40-4:00 rish Dog Cempadition Asands
9:30-6:00 Meyer School of Ifsh Dance

Ty Swpismber @

Emcsac Ml Houllham

10-10:45 Maws oslnbraied by Fr Rymsn
3. Franois Din Salee

11-12 Irish Musie School of Chioagn

12 20-12 50 Tully Acedemy of kish Dancs

100126 Bhamnm Rovers Bagplpn Band

1:41-240 Paday Homan Bard

F00-% 30 Mullane-Healy-0'Brian Iish
Dances Acadeny

F:40-4:00 irish Dog Compatition Asards

00415 Mary Pol Kally - Storles fom

Cahway Bay
420520 Catherdns O'Gomal|
5:30-5:00 Eish Sullhven Sohond of iish
Dance
5:16-7: 30 Katim Sullvan Band

EEnmsdny Fepbeander T
Emese: Tty Barmes
11-12 CuRol
12 20-12 50 Trinkty Aradermmy of Ksh
Dance

1:00-1:25 Shannon Rovers Bagpipe Band

140540 Jolf Ward Band

2:45-2 00 Alsen Home Ireh Amerioan kol

F00-% 30 Tim O'Hame Siohord of Irish
Dance

F:A40-:00 rish Dog Compatition Asards

4 21H5 20 Gavin Coyls

520-8:00 Kevin Horbon of Riverdance

5:16-7.30 Joa Cullen and Kathisen Keana

Tima Tnesn Aoiivily Arws

Dog Competition Judging baging at 2pm

Gwll Damow Insiructions
Keumen Connarly
130 wnd 4:00 sach day

Repressntaive irom Wik Gooss Shudin,
Hurdonst Insh Art
12-5 nach day

Kate Toland Designar from Ifsh
Bundies, Amarican made Chikiren's
LCiothing Sun 12-5

Tommwids Bhiawmil Snian
11am-5pm sach duy

Gurregh Pessntation - Times TBA

Swridvor Slpninegs
Mary Pat Kally-"Gabway Bay™
Sat 12-5, Sun 12-5, Mon 1265

Sharan Shaa Bossand-

Kevin O Donrmll-"Fada™
Mka Houllhan-"Hooligan/sm™

Catherine Bourke Chambers
“Just a Bay Fom Homs"



